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March 31th 1851

Stephen A, Brown Eof
My Dear San & Daughter
Ian glad to acknowladge the recepte /Sic/ of your cammunications which
came very safoly to hand under the direction o Besch Qrove.
1 am not consclous of recelving more pleasure from any letter ia
ny remesbrance & that you may know the cauae I have Only to refer to

the intimation in two instances of the exhistance /ig/ of those great

prineiples of Christian fidelity Sn your m'nds, which cannot fall when

cultivated as you are doing to render thelr pos

sors blest & harpy,
You have in the Outset of your Cenjugal relstion reard an Alter [Flgf
to the god of your Ancestors in your family, Bless? shall be the
deed, and precious, its remembrance in futwre years vhen the hand that
pons this prediction shall be long cold in deathl Nobly done my son &
may the lord God of Jaooh bless you with a true & falthrul] /Mof Spirit
%0 him & you shall never want any good thing., O that I had language
to expreas the Joy which M1ls my spirit whea I look down the vista
of nany years & hope that to the latest generation Wy posterity will
be found walking befors god & striviag to serve hinm whom iy soul Adores
with a perfect heart & a willing mind/.J

© Mary My daughter you are blest indeed with ane who loves you for
your Creators sake & subordinately to hiam only and yet how great the
Obligetions on you to deserve in the highest possible degree an Affection
Consecrated on prineiples so high!? BHlessed as I hope you ever will
be yet dont forget for cue short moment that it is God your father who
gives you &1 /7. 7 Be gratefull /Sigf to him: & 1t shall dowle your
Joy & Bliss & ever be found ready to surrender at his call any blessing
which he kindly loans you & consider duly that any good he takes from

_/



us 43 to be found in hin again/.7 I can hardly tell why it is that

in writing to my Children I am so prome to semonize them, I think

some tizes that I will quit 4t but before I an aware I find my oelf
under full head way again, O it 1s because I love my God so that I

want all to love & praise hiz with every breath, We are all well

&I may oay yory well/,7 my own health very good indeed & you wish, to
¥now as much as possibls about the Gountry — the land its price &

how I think 4t would sult your Ms & indecd I expect your self & Brothers
& Sinters, I would say @ thousand things more thaa I an aware

I can in one short letter, & indeed I hardly know how to shape my course
on this subject batwsen pross & postry between the dulness of & too
1iteral dscription [61g/ & the Golourings of fancey [8igf. I must,
not ba as Miltons Dewil when he starts him over the infermal begs of
Chase half flying & half run/nfing on the faithless soil-of non exals-
tance [Mc/, in quest of Paridise /Sig7 to seduce our grest fedrall/t7
hoed. I will be as well balanced as T am able & here you who read

must balance toa & reflect yull & ylde as you resd, This region has

ts gvils & no one may expect a Paridise /Bl here for fancey [Ricf

to nestle [17 & riot in & whare the air is spiced with perpotual perfume,
The greatest evil to be fear’ L3 that 1t may be more shokly than sone
othor reglons & yet one can hardly tell why this fear {5 indulged when
you ses & fine comwmity of hearty looking pepole /Mgl & sec no case

of digease. Sevaral I have soen raised here who have goarcely or never
bhad an hours sickness, This i8 mo postry /.7 Its prose/.7 mot tinl

& day or tws past have ve iad a Musqueto /R (28 Mar.) to attemct an/n/oyance
& now few & farr [Rg] between. But we may have sickness & musquetoes [o1o]
hersafter but thie 1s rather poetical, In casting over the 1ight of
Antient/Sic] hatory I am not sware of sxy Nation, Tribe or people

who ever becase great or powerfull /Fic without one of two thing/s/.



ards of Fistory ponoesses both with mamufactories sdded & that &
Tn lich nation, Tire & Sidon I think become great with only one

to wit commerce. Egypt become great with only one to wit her soil

of the fertile Mile, Carthage with both soil & commerce, Mow the soil
of this region is perhaps nearer a parralel /Fig/ for that of %:c_’
Nile than any Other I know of & the Commerce tho in its infs ias

a Olant's propertions, Stand & few hours on the shores of the Oreat
Missiasippi and witness the rush of comserce & it nuru.gimn.-
One, Nothing can 11/17ustrate 4t while yet in its infancsy/~ The
world seems coming/5ic] togather/sic/. Large steam vesssls with
sometning 1ike a little colony on board hurrying to & fro, making the
country ring with the chime of their bells to glve the expectants on
shore a hurried notice that they cant be detained, All, @1, that
this fertils soil can produce hers finds a ready markst or 4 passage
to one There i 3 or k places which can be bot/Fic/ near us & I think
that those with improv/e/ments will cost from B0 to 12008 pr quarter
section or from 5 to 88 pr acre & well are they worth it, Yet sxcept
in peculiar cases every one who aims to move here ought to come &
consult his own fancey/sig/—Judgnent has but one verdict to render
while many take their fancy for their Judgment. I think you would

do well /Ms. torn here/ especially with a friend to stand by you at
first, Your Ma should fMs. torp/ One on whose Judgnent she could rely
& any aid I can afford her if it fls, torn/ settle here I shall be
delighted to render & I should rejoice to have her & the family near
me believing I could aid her much & especially settling the first year.
The new relation in which we stand gives me mors freedom to urge the
sons to come out & look & ses for her & let us try to live near to

it
each Other, One thing is sure the lands of this ucuu’:fnt mecessity



rise greatly in value, I fesl no Anxious cares about making a sup/pfort
here as I used to do in former years, I shall not be surprized with a
favourable year that I make double the corn that would suffice us,

& with 2 or 3} hands less will (if my oversser is a Judge) doubls my

old home crops in cotton, Time will e'er long decide the question.
There are many kind folks here & some who cannot be sxceld, Gen Plllow
is & man of patriotism, humanity & 1ib/e/ral & ncble sentiments & his
ateward no less so perhaps. Helena is not 1ib/e/ral in its police

owing to the old sett/sic/ having been men of narrow & selfish minded
speculating views if I sistake not (which I hope I may do) men have to
be changed from the offices they hold & their influence must dis and
when guch changes come as come they must there /Willf be a grest &
noble country £411% with & polished & refined race of men, The tendency
to this state is most avident.' I never have ssen pecple gensrally more
desirous to have the Gospsl preached & even the most wioksd are wishing
to have preaching. O if I am spared to live my time must be more than
aver devoted to this great & blessed work. I think God has brot/Fic/ me
here for his own wise & gracious purposes & I fesl borms along by a
mighty faith in Ood, He o ever at my right hand & he will give me

a mouth to plead his cause, Qive my best wishes to Bro, Bartes & lady
& to Bro, Neely and tell them I am here in the wilderness (not of Judea
Like John) but the wilderness of sin Just where the cause of Ood has
been wounded, brulsed & lacerated by a thousand wounds & blesds trod/d/en
underfoot by men bearing the title of Methodist ministers, Here I
umuuh-&au@gxumuwumnu-u-w- for the
trial /s, torn O blessed Saviour how sweet to suffer in thy cause

& for thy nme?] I have wandered from a discription/sig/ of the physical
feature of the country to its moral traits, and you must bear with my
scat/t/ering manner. This place requires much labowr to moothe/?/



its aspect & to develope its rich rescources/sic/ generally the timber

1s proportionsile to the vast fertility of the soil but no one can look

on it but must feel willing to fwbark/Sic] & capital in such stock,

The promise is truly fine, 30 years wear has been try® on one place
naned to me & its best crops are the last decidedly, But it is needless
to extend such remarks for I know after all many would not like /Tt7
because of rough roads or it may be for the want of one bridge or a

muddy branch or bad house (all which are temporary in their nature)

& would leave the country with disgust where thess accidents might happen.
This is the country of all others for men of forecast & manly enterprize.
I fe

desirous to gratify Mary with a view of new home whers if the
smme pretiy play grouwnd is not to be found yet the same kind providence
rules which made the whole earth & adorns the Spring with its flowers.
Ccne Mary and see the wonderfull/sic] works of Ood filling the whole

world with wonders, Our Lott /ic/ in which our house stands is an
area of about 8 acres perhaps not quits so much, perhaps 6, If you
look at the an/n/exed diagram you will see the shape of the lott [Eig/
a fence running round it, and you look out South to & lane (a) where
125 steps you see (1) a pa/i/r of draw bars, on your left hand & east
you see (b) the garden on a slope rather too great for the beauty of

a garden, It stands in advance of the house but not bafore it, T

to the laft enough for a tolersble yard, back of the house is a shed
which looks north and in that direction you ses marked (d) four little
houses in a 11.::::" Jmoh is a kitchen smoke house, a little shamty

& a hen house coming in order from E to west as named. () on youwr right
hand is a shanty 60 or 70 steps from the house now a swiths shop made
such temporarily, The whole area is on a hill or pone if you please,
rounded in a regular manner North where the de/goent is more direct

or stesp declining to & rich & fertile level. South the pone widens &



‘the de/s/cent right & left lessens & is gentle & handsome, This de/s/cent
18 on the right or w. teralnated by branch or drain which makes something
of & sweep or bend giving an oval form to the lott /Fig/ on its w.
boundary. Easterly it terminates in a rich level &0 or 70 paces distant
on which 18

heavy growth of gums, sassafras, Oak, Elm, Mulberry,
Hic/k/ary, dog-wood & red bud, In the lott /Sic/ I think there are
1 dos Mulberry [Fa. torn/ many hic/k/ories & Elms, Half dozen or more
of wild cherries, some [Fs, torn/ some red buds 30 or LO fest high
now in full bloom & beautifull /Sic7 and quits & mumber of guas of both
kinds, South beyond the lane in fromt is a field now planted in corn
of 40 or 50 acres run/n/ing out westerly and on the right hand to the
west adjoining the house lott /Fig/is a new ground field of near L0
acres. Thus you have & view of our wild mew home as nearly as I can
describe 1t except that I should have set down a nunber of stumps cut
off too high by & negligent mannagement /ic] of our predscessor, long
large vines hanging hO or 50 feet from the lofty tress are every whers
to be seen and sometines troublesome to get rid of. Thers is no beauti-
full /Ficy sandy creek mear us but one of muddy bettom, Flowers are
abundant & Bees I expect do well, Our frult trees came with the Books
in a seperate /ig/ Box but you were a little remiss in making or in
keeping a special contract for thelr shipment by which I pay? roundly
but 50 glad was I to get them that I had no mind to scold. Onme tree
would pay the 11§ freight, Eenry's letter covering a draft has so far
£ai1? & the man on whom 1t is drawn ought to be warned not to pay it
without my own assignment, The Bank too cught to be motified & your
P. Master looked to, Did he see or was he notifyd of the contents of
Honrys letter? Flease see to this matter & consult with somsons to
know how best to act & urge to speedy action. The bal. of my mo, had

better be sent in a draft on N, Orleans, and that under every precaution



as some here about knew that I expect we. Uive love to my dear friends
& receive a large share for yoursslves,

R. 0.






P. S, My omissions & erasures deserves or requires that I state that

a multitude of cares respecting my domestic affairs constantly urging
to study & arraingment /5ic] causes it ta be difficult for me so to
enter into the spirit & feelings which thro you seeks for information
and therefore it proves an arduous task to sult my langusge to the
discriptions /Eie] which I ean only conjecture may be intifesting. I
could answer specific questions readily so far as my knowledge extended,
Write me frequeatly.
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