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Introduction

THE

CORRESPONDENCE of Ulysses S. Grant in this
volume covers a period of missed opportunities, disappointments, and
failures, perhaps the low point of the entire campaign against Richmond which began on the Rapidan and ended at Appomattox. By June
1, 1864, Grant had brought the Army of the Potomac closer to Richmond than it had been for nearly two years through a series of bloody
battles followed by flanking movements. Now he probed the Confederate defense line at Cold Harbor with enough success to order a major
assault for the following day. Delay in massing troops, however, led
him to postpone the assault for twenty-four hours, and by June 3 General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia was adequately entrenched. At the close of his life, Grant still regretted his decision to
assault, which led to a decisive repulse, costly in lives and morale.
Yet Grant immediately demonstrated his customary resilience by
continuing his campaign against Richmond, making his boldest move
to date. He planned to take his entire anny south of the James River to
unite with forces under Major General Benjamin F. Butler for a combined assault on Lee's diminished army. As a diversion to prevent Confederate concentration he sent infantry in the Shenandoah Valley under
Major General David Hunter east toward Lynchburg, Va., to be joined
if possible by cavalry under Major General Philip H . Sheridan from
Cold Harbor. In a brilliant operation, Grant disengaged his forces from
Lee, crossed a major river, and on June 15, Major General William F.
Smith assaulted Petersburg before Confederates knew where Grant
would strike. The failure of Smith to press his advantage that day gave

xiii

xiv

Introduction

his opponents time to prepare, and tnay represent the greatest single

military failure of the Civil War.
By June 18, operations before Petersburg had settled into a siege
destined to continue until virtually the close of the Civil War. Yet
Grant's forces were far from idle; they continued to probe Confederate
defenses, and Grant conducted offensives both north and south of the
James for the purpose of extending siege lines and attempting to cut
off Confederate supplies. To relieve the pressure, Lee sent forces under
Lieutenant General Jubal A. Early to the Shenandoah Valley, which
eventually threatened Washington, D.C., in July, forcing Grant to send
two corps to the capital.
At the end of July, U.S. forces exploded a huge mine beneath the
Petersburg defenses, taking Confederates by surprise, then failed to
follow through promptly and effectively, allowing Confederates to win
the ensuing battle of the Crater. Earlier that month, Grant had commented: "I am the only one at Head Quarters who bas not had a days
sickness since the campaign commenced." A few days after the battle
of the Crater, however, his staff reported him ill, presumably as a result
of his bitter disappointment.
The pressure of failure took its toll among the commanders. Smith
and Butler clashed so violently that at least one had to go, and Butler
remained. Smith had also criticized both Major General George G.
Meade and Major General Winfield S. Hancock, and Grant gave serious consideration to transferring Meade. Beyond the Army of the
Potomac, Grant was successful in replacing Major General Franz Sigel
in the Shenandoah Valley, unsuccessful in ousting Major General William S. Rosecrans in Missouri. Grant's placement of Sheridan in the
Shenandoah Valley proved the most fateful of his conunand decisions
that summer.
By August 15, all the key elements for final victory were in place:
Major General William T. Sherman in Georgia, Sheridan in the Shenandoah Valley, Grant before Petersburg. As Grant had crossed the
James, President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed: "I begin to see it. You
will succeed. God bless you all.'ll On August 15, Grant telegraphed to
Washington about the necessity of keeping his army at Petersburg.
Lincoln replied: "I have seen your despatch expressing your unwillingness to break your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on
with a bull-dog gripe, and chew & choke, as much as possible." Lincoln
and Granthad reached a vital understanding.

Introduction

We are indebted to W. Neil Franklin and Karl L. Trever for searching
the National Archives; to Mary Giunta, Anne Harris Henry, and Sara
Dun1ap J ackson for further assistance in the National Archives; to
Harriet Simon for proofreading, and to Judy Anderson, Tamara Melia,
and Eric A. Topham, graduate students at Southern Illinois University,
for research assistance.
Financial support for the period during which this volume was prepared came from Southern Illinois University and the National Historical Publications and Records Commission.
JORN

March 31, 1982
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Editorial Procedure

1. Editorial Insert-ions
A. Words or letters in roman type within brackets represent editorial
reconstruction of parts of manuscripts torn, mutilated, or illegible.
B.
[ . .•] or [ - - - ] within brackets represent lost material which
cannot be reconstructed. The number of dots represents the approximate number of lost letters; dashes represent lost words.

c. Words in italic type within brackets represent material such as
dates which were not part of the original manuscript.
D.

Other material crossed out is indicated by cane.elled type.

Material raised in manuscript, as "4th," has been brought in line,
as "4th.?>
E.

.2. Symbols Used to Describe Manuscripts

AD
ADS
AD£
ADfS
AES
AL
ALS

ANS
D
DS
Df

Autograph Document
Autograph Document Signed
Autograph Draft
Autograph Dr~t Signed
Autograph Endorsement Signed
Autograph Letter
Autograph Letter Signed
Autograph Note Signed
Document
Document Signed
Draft
xvi

:cvii
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DfS
ES
LS

Draft Signed
Endorsement Signed
Letter Signed

3 . Military Terms and Abbreviations
Act.
Adjt.
AG
AGO

Art.
Asst.
Bvt.

Brig.
Capt.
Cav.
Col.
Co.
C.S.A.
Dept.
Div.
Gen.
Hd. Qrs.
Inf.
Lt,

Maj.

Q.M.
Regt.
Sgt.
USMA
Vols.

Acting
Adjutant
Adjutant General
Adjutant General's Office
Artillery
Assistant
Brevet
Brigadier
Captain
Cavalry
Colonel
Company
Confederate States of America
Department
Division
General
Headquarters
Infantry
Lieuten.a nt
Major
Quartermaster
Regiment or regimental
Sergeant
United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.
Volunteers
4, Short Title$ and Abbreviations

ABPC

Ametican Book-Prices Current (New York,

1895-)
CG
J, G. Cramer

Congressional Globe Numbers following represent
the Congress, session, and page.
Jesse Grant Cramer, ed., Letters of Ulysses S.

xviii

Editorial Procedure

Grant to his Father and his Youngest Sister,
1857-78 (New York and London, 1912)
DAB
Dictionary of American Biography (New York,
1928-36)
Garland
Hamlin Garland, Ulysses S. Grant: His Life and
Character (New York, 1898)
HED
House Executroe Documents
HMD
House Miscellaneous Documents
HRC
House Reports of Committees Numbers following
HED, HMD, or HRC represent the number of the
Congress, the session, and the document.
Ill. AG llepo1 t
J . N. Reece, ed., Report of the Adjutant General of
ehe State of Il/inois ( Springfield, 1900)
Johnson, Papers
LeRoy P. Graf and Ralph W. Haskins, eds., The
Papers of Andrew Johnson (Knoxville, 1967-)
Lewis
Lloyd Lewis, Captain Sam Grant (Boston, 1950)
Lincoln, Works
Roy P. Basler, Marion Dolores Pratt, and Lloyd
A. Dunlap, eds., The Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln (New Brunswick, 1953-55)
Memoirs
Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant (New York,
1885-86)
O.R.
The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Reco,·ds of the Union and Confedera,te
Armies (Washington, 1880-1901)
O.R. (Navy)
Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Navies in the War of the Rebellion (Washington,
1894-1927) Roman numerals following O.R. or
O.R. (Navy) represent the series and the volume.
PUSG
John Y. Simon, ed., The Papers of Ulysses S .
Grant (CarbondaleandEdwardsville, 1967-)
Richardson
Albert D. Richardson, A Personal History of
Ulysses S. Grant (Hartford, Conn., 1868)
SED
Senate Executive Documents
Senate Miscellaneous Documents
SMD
Senate Reports of Committees Numbers following
SRC
SED, SMD, or SRC represent the number- of the
Congress, the session, and the document.
USGA Newsletter Uly,vses S. Grant Association Newsletter

xix
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Young

Jobn Russell Young, Around the W orld with General Grant (New York, 1879)

5. Location Symbols
CLU
CoHi
CSmH
CSt
CtY
CU-B
DLC

DNA

IaHA
I-ar
IC
ICarbS
ICHi
ICN
ICU

IHi
In

lnFtwL
InHi
InNd
InU

KHi
MdAN
MeB
MH

University of California at Los Angeles, Los An•
geles, Calif.
Colorado State Historical Society, Denver, Colo.
Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif.
Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.
Yale University, New Haven, Conn .
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley1Calif.
Library of Congress, Washington, D .C. Numbers
following DLC-USG represent the series and volume of military records in the USG papers.
National Archives, Washington, D.C. Additional
numbers identify record groups.
Iowa State Department of History and Archives,
Des Moines, Iowa.
Illinois State Archives, Springfield, Ill.
Chicago Public Library, Chicago, Ill.
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, ill.
Chicago Historical Society, Chicago, Ill.
Newberry Library, Chicago, DI.
University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.
Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield, Ill.
Indiana State Library, Indianapolis, Ind.
Lincoln National Life Foundation, Fort'Wayne,
Ind.
Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, Ind.
University of Notre D ame, Notre Dame, Ind.
Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind.
Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kan.
United States Naval Academy Museum, Annapo·
lis, Md.
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me.
Han1atd University, Cambridge, Mass.

xx

MHi

MiD
MiU-C
MoSHi
NHi
NIC

NjP
NjR
NN

NNP
NRU

OClWHi
OFH
OHi
OrHi
PCarlA

PPRF
RPB
TxHR
USGS
USMA
Villi
ViU

WHi
Wy-Ar
WyU

Editorial Procedure
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Mass.
Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Mich.
William L. Clements Library, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich.
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Mo.
New-York Historical Society, New York, N.Y.
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.
Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J.
New York Public Library, New York, N.Y.
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, N.Y.
University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y.
Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland,
Ohio.
Rutherford B. Hayes Library, Fremont, Ohio.
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio.
Oregon Historical Society, Portland, Ore.
U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle
Barracks, Pa.
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
Pa.
Roseobach Foundation, Philadelphia, Pa.
Brown University, Providence, R.I.
Rice University, Houston, Tex.
Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant 3rd, Clinton, N.Y.
United States l\!Iilitary Academy Library, West
Point, N.Y.
Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va.
University of Virginia, Charlottes'Ville, Va.
State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison,
Wis.
Wyoming State Archives and Historical Depart~
ment, Cheyenne, Wyo.
University of Wyoming, Laramie, W yo.

Chronology
JUNE !-AUGUST

15, 1864

JUNE

1. The battle of Cold Harbor, Va., started with U.S. forces
making initial gains. USG planned to renew the assault the
following day but postponed tbe attack due to delays in troop
movements.

JUNE

3. U.S. forces made an unsuccessful second assault at Cold
Harbor sustaining heavy casualties. "I regret this assault more
than any one I have ever ordered,'>? USG later remarked.

JuNE

3. USG directed that surplus troops in the West be used
against Mobile.

JUNE

4. USG ordered Maj. Gen. George G. Meade to fire art. at
Cold Harbor to keep C.S.A. forces awake.

Ju NE

5. USG planned to move the Army of the Potomac across the
James River to attack C.S.A. forces south of Richmond.

Ju NE 5-7. USG corresponded with C.S.A. Gen. Robert E . Lee regarding wounded between the lines at Cold Harbor.
JUNE

7. USG sent Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan on a cav. raid
from Cold Harbor to destroy C.S.A. supply lines with instructions to connect with Maj. Gen. David Hunter advancing on
Lynchburg, Va.

JUNE

8. President Abraham Lincoln nominated to run for a second
term.

xxi

xxii

Chronology

JUNE 9. USG believed that the campaign in Va. would ultimately
''settle down to a siege."
JUNE 11. USG instructed Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler about the
movement of U.S. forces south of the James River.
Ju NE 12.

USG began a movement to cross the James River.

JUNE 13.

USG arrived at the James River.

JUNE 14.

USG at Bermuda Hundred, Va.

JuNE 15. USG decided to make City Point, Va., his hd. qrs. for
operations against Petersburg, Va.
Ju NE 15. Maj. Gen. WilliamF. Smith attacked and captured lightly
held C.S.A. fortifications in front of Petersburg but inexplicably failed to exploit his advantage.
JUNE 16. USG arrived near Petersburg, while U.S. forces assaulted
C.S.A. lines with limited success.
JUNE 17. U.S. forces under Butler failed to break the railroad between Petersburg and Richmond.
JONE 18. After another unsuccessful assault, USG suspended offensive operations and began the siege of Petersburg.
JUNE.19. C.S.S. Alabama sunk by the U.S.S. Kearsarge off Cherbourg, France.
JU NE 19. Sheridan returned from cav. raid without making a junction with Hunter.
JUNE 21. Lincoln arrived at City Poin.t and toured the front with
USG.
Ju NE 22. USG sent cav. led by .Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson to interdict supply lines at Burkeville, Va.
JUNE 22, Lee repulsed an attempt to cut the Weldon Railroad as
USG extended the siege lines west and south of Petersburg.
Ju NE 23.

USG anticipated a protracted siege at Petersburg.

JUNE 24. USG suggested the removal of Maj. Gen. William S.
Rosecrans.

Chronology

xxiii

Ju NE .24. Sheridan's cav. repulsed an attack at St. Mary's Church,
Va., while on the way to City Point.
JUNE 25. Coalminers of 48th Pa. began a tunnel at Petersburg to
undermine C.S.A. works. USG informed on J'uly 4.
JUNE

27. U.S. forces under Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman re•
pulsed at the battle of Kennesaw Mountain, Ga.

JuNE.28. USG planned to attack C.S.A. lines between Petersburg
and Richmond.
JULY 1. USG requested that Butler be relieved from field command
and asked for a specific order on July 6. After talking with
Butler on July 9, USG suspended the order the following day.
Ju LY 1 . Wilson returned with his cav. from Burkeville losing his
art. and much of his equipment. Damage inflicted by the
raiders on C.S.A. supply line_s was quickly repaired.
Ju LY 2. Sherman forced evacuation of C.S.A. positions at Kennesaw
Mountain by a flanking movement.
Ju LY 2.

Maj. Gen. William F. Smith requested a leave of absence,
complaining bitterly to USG about Butler.

JULY 3. C.S.A. Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Early, continuing an advance in
the Shenandoah Valley, arrived at Harpers Ferry, W. Va.
JULY 5.

USG ordered some cav. and a div. of the 6th Army Corps to
Washington via Baltimore to counter Early's movement.

JULY 5.

USG concluded that C.S.A. lines at Petersburg were too
strong to be taken by frontal assault.

JULY

7. USG requested the relief of Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel because
his "operations from the beginning of the war- have been so
-unsuccessful ..."

Jm,Y 8.

USG asked Lee to allow Col. James F. Jaquess and James

R. Gilmore to pass through C.S.A. lines on.an unofficial peace
mission sanctioned by Lincoln.
JULY 9.

USG ordered the remainder of the 6th Army Corps and the
19th Army Corps to Washington to defend against Early.

Chronology

JULY 9.

Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace defeated by Early in the battle
of Monocacy, Md., but delayed the C.S.A. advance on Washington by one day.

Ju LY ll. Early's forces skirmished with U.S. forces in the defenses
of Washington.
JuLY 12. USG directed Maj. Gen. Horatio G. Wright to pursue
Early as C.S.A. forces withdrew from Washington.
JULY 14. USG ordered that the Shenandoah Valley be stripped of
supplies "so that Crows -flying over it for the balance of this
season will have to carry their provender with them."
JULY 14. C.S.A. Maj. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest checked at the battle
of Tupelo or Harrisburg, Miss.
JULY16. USG warned Sherman that C.S.A. reinforcements might
be sent to Ga. in Hght of the failure of the raid against Washington.
JULY 17. C.S.A. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston replaced in command in
Ga. by Gen. J ohn B. Hood.
JULY 18. USG wanted to establish one dept. to control all operations
around Washington and in the Shenandoah Valley.
JULY 18.

Lincoln issued a call for 500,000 volunteers.

Ju LY 19. USG relieved Maj . Gen. William F. Smith from command
of the 18th Army Corps.
JULY 20.

Hood defeated at the battle of Peachtree Creek, Ga.

JULY 21. USG decided to leave the 6th Army Corps and 19th Army
Corps in the Shenandoah Valley for offensive operations.
Ju LY 22. Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson killed during the battle of
Atlanta as U.S. forces closed in on the city.
Ju LY 24. Early won the second battle of Kernstown, Va., and again
moved north through the Shenandoah Valley.
JULY 24. Meade inf6rmed USG that he had little confidence that an
assault on Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside's front would succeed after the explosion of the mine.

Chronology

JtJLY 25. USG planned a two-pronged offensive at Petersburg operating north of the James River to draw off C.S.A. forces from
the area of the undermined line, south of the city.
USG, at Deep Bottom, Va., oversaw the movement of Maj.
Gen. Winfield S. Hancock north of the James River.

J ULY 27.

JULY 28. USG again at Deep Bottom to observe Hancock1s movements which had drawn substantial C.S.A. forces north of
the river weakening C,S.A. lines south of Petersburg.
JuLY 28.

Hood defeated in the battle of Ezra Church, Ga.

JuLY 30. USG witnessed the battle of the Crater, later calling it the
"saddest affair I have witnessed in this war. Such opportunity
for carrying fortifications I have never seen and do not expect
again to have."
JULY Sl. USG conferred with Lincoln at Fort Monroe, Va., for five
hours.
AuG. 1. USG decided to send Sheridan to the Shenandoah Valley to
command "all the troops in the field with instructions to put
himself south of the enemy and follow him to the death. ..."
Aue. 2. USG, ill after the battle of the Crater, requested a court of
inquiry.

Aue. 4.

USG went to W ashington to arrange affairs in the Shenandoah Valley after Lincoln telegraphed on Aug. 3 that nothing
would be accomplished there unless "you watch it every day,
and hour, and force it."

Aue. 5.

USG at War Dept. in Washington.

AuG. 5.

U.S. Navy victory at the battle of Mobile Bay.

AuG. 7.

USG atWasbington.

AuG. 8.

USG at Fort Monroe on his way to City Point.

AuG. 9.

USG informed Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck that ''Every
part of the yard occupied as my Hd Qrs is filled with splinters
and fragments of shells," as C.S.A. agents exploded an ordnance boat being unloaded at the wharf at City Point.

Chronology

xxvi

Aoc. 12.

USG warned Sheridan that C.S.A. reinforcements might
have gone to Shenandoah Valley.

Aue. 13.

USG atranged to reinforce Sherman.

Aue. 13.

USG granted Burnside a leave of absence from command
of the 9th Army Co.rps after the failure of the battle of the
Crater. He decided on Sept. l not to allow Burnside to return
to the field although never officially telie-ving him from command.

AuG. 14. USG, at Strawberry Plains, Va., observed a demonstration
led by Hancock.
AuG. 15. USG made clear his determination to continue the siege at
Petersburg despite numerous disappointments.
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To Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas
Cold Harbor Va. June 1st 1864
BRIG GEN

L.

THOMAS

.ADJUTANT GENERAL

U. s. A.

GENERAL,

In compliance with War Dept. General Orders No. 244 Series
of 1863, I have the honor to report the following named Officers as
composing my Staff and on duty with me as such during the past
monthBrig Gen J oho A. Rawlins Chief of StaffLieut Col T. S. Bowers Asst. Adjt. Genl.
Lieut Col. C. B. Comstock Aid-de-CampLieut Col. F. T. Dent Aid-de-CampLieut Col. Horace Porter Aid-de-CarnpLleut Col. 0. E. Babcock Aid-de-CampLieut Col. Wm. L. Duff Asst. Inspector GeneralLieut Col. Wm R. Rowley Military SecretaryLieut Col Adam Badeau Military SecretaryCapt E. S. Parker Asst. Adjt. Genl.
Capt Geo. K . Leet Asst. Adjt. Genl.
Capt. P. T. Hudson Aid-de-CampL ieut Wm M. Dunn Jr. Addnl. Aid-de-CampCapt. H. W. Janes Asst. Quarter MasterVery Respectfully
Your Obt. Servt.
U. S.GRANT
Lieut Genl.
LS, DNA, RG 94, ACP 4754/1885. Subsequent staff reports, usually dated the
first of each month, followed the same format and will not be printed.
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To Brig. Gen. John J. Abercrombie
Near Haws Shop Va. June 1. 1864
.BRIG GEN. J. J. ABERCROMBIE

CoM'o'c U.S. FoRcEs, WHITE HousE VA
Capt G. H Mendell I of the Engineers, reports to you
for the purpose of laying out proper fortifications for the I)epet
protection of our Depot at the White House. From the proximity
of the enemy's position to the White House a dash upon our supplies there is possible at any time. The temptation to such a dash
will be very great. You will therefore please use every man within
your command who can be spared from other duties upon such
works as Capt Mendell with your approval, may lay out. Stragglers
who go to the rear may also be worked upon the fortifications,
under guard until such time as it may be convenient to return them
to their Command. The importance of the work to the be done at
White House is such that I hope it will secure your immediate
attention.
Gen Meade will be sending back forty pieces of Artillery to be
shipped to Washington. Such of them as you may deem it advisable to retain for your fortifications you are authorized to retain
GENERAL:

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45·, 59~ 66; I)NA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R. 1 I , xiavi,
part 3, 471-72.
On June 3, 1864, BFig. Gen. John J .. Abercrombie, White House, wrote to
Brig. Q-en. John A. Rawlins. "We have a locomotive here and aconstr.uction corps
under Major Wentz, of the Engineers, who says the road can be repaired to the
Chickahominy in four days-Shall it be done? Genl. Ames had been already ordere<l forward when your despatch arri'ved-I did not intend keeping him longer
than to-day-" LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 563.
On the same day, Rawlins wrote to Abercrombie. "Your communication of this
day received-Let Maj Wentz commence at once to repair the rail road from
White House to Chickahomony-" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG
108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 563.
On June 5, Abercrombie wrote to Rawlins. "The telegraph wire between
this place and West Point and beyond hes been tampered with, I inclose herewith
telegrams from the operator at West Point; also communications from operator
here. I have sent all my available cavalry force, 125 mounted men, to West
Point." Ibid., p. 634.

JUNE

l, 1864
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I. George H. Mendell of Pa., USMA 1852, served as a topographical engineer ( 1852-59) and at USMA ( 1859-65), then commanded the U.S. Engineer
Battalion, Army of the Potomac. See ibid., I, xxxvi, part 1,517: ibid., I, xi, part
1, 500-2.

To Julia Dent Grant
Mey June 1st 1864
DEAR JULIA,

There has been a very severe battle this aftemoon and as I
write, now 9 O'clock at night firing is still continued on some parts
of the battle line. What the result of the days fighting has been I
will know but little about before midnight and possibly ·not then.
The rebels are making a desperate fight and I presume will continue to do so as long as they can get a respectable number of men
to stand.
I send pay accounts for May to Washington by Col. Bowers,
who starts in the morning, with directions to send you $800 00 of
it. April pay I sent all to Jones in liquidation of my indebtedness. 1
In June I hope to pay all up.-I see by the papers dear little Nellie
acquitted herself very handsomely at the Sanitary Fair.2 I would
like very much to see you and the children but cannot hope to do
so until this Campaign is over. How long it will last is a problem.
I can hardly hope to get through this month.-With the night
booming of Artillery and musketry I do not feel much like writing
so you must excuse a short letter this time. Dr. Sharp is with me
apparently enjoying himself very much. Fred. has been suffering
intensely for several days with rheumatism. He has to lay upon
his back in the ambulance unable to turn himself. I think he will
be well in a day or two. Orvil Grant is at the White House and will
probably be here to morrow.3
My love to all. Kisses for yourself and the children.
ULYS.

ALS1 DLC-USG.
1. See letter to Julia Dent Grant, April 27, 1864,

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

6

.2. See letter to Ellen Wrenshall Grant, June 4, 1864,
3. Lt. Col. Frederick T. Dent noted in his diary, June 2- S, 1864, the pres•
ence of USG's brother Orvil at hd. qrs. Typescript, USGA. An account by Frank
M. Pixley of his visit to USG's hd. qrs. with Orvil and three others, first published
in the San Francisco Bulletin, was reprinted in the Galena Weekly Gazette, Sept.
27, 1864. See John Gibbon, Personal Recollections of the Civil War (New York,
1928; reprinted, Dayton, Ohio, 1978), p. 235.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W, Halleck
Bethsaida Church Va.
7 am June 2. 1864

MAJ GEN HALLECK,
CHIEl: OF STA.FF'

Yesterday afternoon an attack was ordered to be made on our
left at Cold Harbor by the 6th Corps and the troops under Smith,
Warren, Burnside and Hancock being held in readiness to advance
in their respective fronts. The attack was made with spirit about 5
P M continuing until after dark, resulting in our carrying the
enemy's works on the right of the 6th Corps where we still hold
them, and also the first line in front of Smith. The latter however
were commanded by another line in rear which made those carried
untenable. The enemy made repeated assaults on each of the Corps
not [en]gaged in the main assault but were [r]epulsed with loss in
Every instance,
Several hundred prisoners w[ere] taken but J cannot now say
what number [nor] estimate either our or the enemy's Casualties.
During the night the Enemy made several assaults to regain
what they had lost butfailedU S GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 8:30 P.M.) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
{Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66. O.R.,
I, nxvi, part 1, 10-11; ibid., I, xxxvi, part S, 477. On June 2, 1864, 9: SO P .M.,
Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Yours of 1 AM just recieved.
I have nearly exhausted all my resources of volunteers to reinforce you; but if
you can use them to advantage 1 can send you six or eight good regiments of
hundred .days militia. Many of them are anxious to go. Shall I send them?" ALS
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(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3,478. On June 4, 1:00 P.M., USG telegraphed
to Halleck. "The one hundred ( 100) day men can be of no great service here, but
iI they can be just as ·well supplied at White House as elsewhere it might be well
to put as many of them at that point as can be spared" Telegram received (on
June 5, 10: 10 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3,
569. On the same day, 2:20 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "In the month
of May we sent to the Army of the Potomac six thousand six hundred & eighty
three cavalry horses, in addition to the cavalrymen remounted here. About a
thousand more cavalry horses are being shipped to White House. Not hearing
from you in regard to the Ohio militia, I am preparing ten regiments for the field
& will send them as fast as transportation can be procured. The 5th Md, regt.
vols. has been ordered from Fort Delaware. Genl Gillmore thinks that five
thousand more men can safely be withdrawn from Dept of the South; Genl Hatch
on the contrary is asking for reinforcements. Genl Crook at Lewisburg May 31st;
expected to join Gen! Hunter at Staunton in about six days. Genl Canby has sent
forces to Memphis to protect Sherman's communications. I doubt if he will be
able to do much on Mobile at present. Moreover, the movement would be too late
to help Sherman. The latter is in possession of Alltona Pass and [is] movin.g
against Marietta." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); telegram received, ibid. 0.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 569; (incomplete) ibid.,
•
I , IXXXIV,
part 4, 211.
On June 1, 10: 15 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG. "What
are your views about tomonow-I think the attack should be renewed as soon as
H ancock is within supporting distance, and should be made by Wright Smith &
Hancock-I have heard nothing from Smith and do not believe he was much engaged this afternoon-He is aware of the telegraph from Wrights Hd. Qrs but
does not report-Hancock has been urged to push forward, with despatch, &
guides sent bim-1 think bis advance will be at Coal 'Harbor early 'i n the morning- say by 6. am Warren does not seem to have effected any thing in bis front
except repulsing attacks made on him-He should however be ordered to attack
in conjunction with the others-Burnside I would hold ready to re-enforce Warren
if necessary- ... Hd ·Q rs to move at 7. am to a point on the road to Coal Harbor
& in rear of that place.-" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3, 432~3:3. At 10:40 P.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock, "Cnmp near Via's
house," twice wrote to Meade. "Lt. Gen. Grant desires me to sa,y that be thinks
the attack should be renewed tomorrow morning by all means, but not till Hancock is within supporting distance of Smith. Warren should attack in conjunction
with Smith & Wright and Burnside be held in readiness to support Warren."
"Lt. Gen. Grant desires that Gen. Lockwood be at once relieved from his command, eftiet,s kif' ftHlt wiD ee !iefK m Yie mOf'BHlg. and directed to report to these
H. Q. for orders." ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac.
O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, -4,33. On June 2, Lt. Col. Theodore S . Bowers issued Special
Orders No. 26. "Brig Gen. H. H . Lockwood is hereby releived from duty with
the 5th Corps Army of the Potomac, and will proceed to Baltimore and awafr
further orders, reporting to the Adjutant General of the Army." Copies, DLCUSG, V, 57, 62, 66. O.R., I, xxxvi, parts, 494.
Op June 1, 9: SO P.M., Maj, Gen. Horatio G. W right wrote to Maj. Gen.
Andrew A. Humphreys stating that C.S.A. forces had attacked that evening.
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Ibid., p. 457. USG endorsed this letter. "General Hancock had better be advised
to get one division of his corps through to Wright before daylight, and the whole
corps as soon as possible." Ibid.
On June 2, 2:30 P . M . , Halleck teiegraphed to USG. "The telegraph line
from Gloucester to West Point north of York River has been cut, probably by
the country people. I think Genl. Smith should be directed to send a small cavalry
picket along the line for its protection." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 1071
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid, O.R., I, x:nvi, part S,
477. This telegram is not entered in USG's register of letters received.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
June 2d/64 2 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.GA. P.
GENER.AL,

In view of the want of preparation for an attack this evening,
and the heat and want of energy among the men from moving
during the night last night, I think it advisable to postpone assault
until early to-morrow morning. All changes of position already
ordered should be completed to day and a good nights rest given
the men preparatory to an assault at say 4.30 a. m. in the morning.
Very respectfully

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, mvi,
parts, 478.
On June 2, 1864, 10:25 P.:M., Maj. Gen. George G . Meade wrote to USG.
"I send Maj. Roebling of Warren's Staff who will explain the position of affairs
on the right when he left-It would appear from Maj. R's statement that the
enemy at dark were in force in front both of Burnside tit Warren-I do not bE>
lieve they will remain in front of Burnside-I have however sent orders both to
Warren 8c Burnside that they must at aU hazards attack the enemy tomorrow at
4.30 a in and if he is not in force in their front they must swing .round to the left
&: follow up & attack on Smiths right flank-In like manner should the enemy be
in great force in their front tit check them, then our attacks here ought to prevail,
and we will swing by the right and move up on Warren's left. In order to insure
energy and harmony of action, I propose to place, with your approval, Burnside
under Warren's orders." ALS (incomplete), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3,478. On the same day, USG wrote to Meade. "From Maj.
Robelings account Ewel's Corps has put itself in a position where it should be
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badly used up if it remains until morning. What you have directed is right,
though I do not know whether it would be right to place Burnside under Warren,
the latter being his junior, but I would direct him to advise with Warren and to
act in concert with him." ALS, DNA, RO 94, War Records Office, Anny of th.e
Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi, part S, 478-79.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Head Q'rs Anny U. S.
Coal Harbor Va.
.Tune 3rd 2. P. M 1864

MAJ GEN H. w. HALLECK
CH1EF OF STAFF.

We assaulted at 4 30 A. M this morning driving the Enemy
within his entrenchments at all points but without gaining any
decisive advantage-Our troops now occupy a position close to the
Enemy-some places within fifty yards-and are remaining. Our
loss was not severe nor do I suppose the Enemy to have lost heavily.
We captured over 300 prisoners mostly from Breckenridge

U.S.GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (on JUDe 4, 1864, 7:55 l\,M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
66. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 1, 11; ibid., I, xxxvi, part 3, 524.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ G.EN H w HALLECK

Head Qrs Armies U S.
Coal Harbor Va.
June 3rd 3. P. M. 1864

CHIEF OF STAFF.

In view of the time it would take to get orders to New Orleans
and to transport troops from there here, I do not think it advisable
to bring the 19th Corps t o this field-Since }3anks disaster too all
the troops in the Trans Mississippi Division may be required there.
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If there are any surplus troops West they could be advantageously
used against Mobile as suggested in Sherman's despatch of May
30th. 1 P lease so order and let Reynolds or Franklin command the
expedition.
The sixty 60 pontoon boats coming from New York with what
we have here and at Ft 'M onroe will be sufficient

US.GRANT
Lt Gen'l
Telegram received (on June 4, 1864, 8:00 A.M. } 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
66. O.R., I, nx:iv, part 4,, 185; ibid .., I, xxxvi, part 3, 524. On May 29, 8:30
P.M., Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton telegraphed to USG. "A teleg,am of
this morning from General Butler giving extracts from the Rebel papers as th to
the retreat of Banks contains the following suggestion which is submitted for
your directions. 'Io view of this news, as the 19th Army Corps are disengaged,
I respectfully suggest that it be sent by water to land here, or at West Point in
reach of Gen. Grant. Gen. Weitzell who so well knows the military situation in
Louisiana concurs in the suggestion. It can be here in 14 days to reinforce army
depleted by the battles to be fought in the meantime.' " ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound}; telegram received (on M ay 30),
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xx.riv, part 4, 103.
1. On May 30, 8:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman telegraphed to
Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck.". . . If Banks and Porter are all out of Red rivet1
instead of acting offensively on West Louisiana I advise that the same Command
tbat A J Smith took with him, reinforced by two or Three Thousand from
Memphis & Vicksburg be sent to Pascagoula to act against Mobile in Concert
with Farrigut according to the original plan of the campaign In case this is
feasible I wish the necessary orders to go direct from the General-in-Chief to
Gen A. J. Smith giving him authority to make up his command to 10.000 at
Vicksburg & Memphis and at once proceed via Ponchatrain to Pascagoula I
know that all of Folks army and all the garrisons of Alabama and Fla. are with
Johnston, as we have prisoners who have been for two years on local duties in
those states as weil as from their active divisions viz Loring, French and Mauray .. .'' Telegtam received (at 9:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Recei~ed. O.R., I , xuviii, part 4, 351.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Cold Harbor June 3rd/64

MAJ GEN HALLECK WASHI NGTONPlease order the 16th Corps staff to report to Gen W ashburne
for duty. The 16th Corps is now' without a Commander, that por-
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tion of it in the field being commanded by Gen Dodge and the remainder by Gen W ashburne. It may be well to leave this Corps
without a named commander until Sherman can be heard from,
when he may recommended the union of that portion of the 16th
and 17th in the field into one Corps, and the peace establishment
of them, the troops in West Tennessee and below, into another
U. S. GRANT Lt. GenlCopies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, x:uviii,
part 4,392. See letter to Elihu B. Washburne, June 9, 1864.

T o Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Cold Harbor, Mey June Sd/6412.30 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.oA.P.
GENERAL,

The opinion of Corps commanders not being sanguine of sucsess in case an assault is ordered you may direct a suspension of
further advance for the present. Hold our most advanced positions
and strengthen them. Whilst on the defensive our lines may be contracted from the right if practicable. Reconnoissances should be
made in front of every Corps and advances made to advantageous
positions by regular approaches. To aid the expedition under Gen.
Hunter it is necessary that we should detain all the Anny now with
Lee until the former gets well on his way to Lynchburg. To do this
effectually it will be better to keep the enemy out of the intrenchments of Richmond than to have them go back there.
Wright & Hancock should be ready to assault in case the enemy
should break through Gen. Smith's lines, and all should be ready to
resist an assault.
Very respectfully
U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the :Potomac. O.R., I, 3nvi,
parts, 526.
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On June 3, 1864, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade sent to USG a note received
at 5: 15 A.M., and messages at 5: 30 A.M., 6:30 A.M., and 7:00 A .M. "Gen Barlow
reports that he has enemys works with colors St guns I am at Gen Wrights bd
qrs" "Hancock reports Barlow could pot hold the works carried but has retired
a short di.stance & is about attacking again Colors advancing St near the works.
Heavy firing in Smiths front but no report of progress from either him or
Wright" "[ send dispatch from Hancock St reply. No reports from Wright &:
Smith ... 'My first and second Divisions have both been engaged. The men are
very close to the enemy under a crest but seem unable to carry it-Birney is occupying the advanced line of works vacated by 1st &: 2nd Divisions in the morning to the assault-The Commanders of 1st & 2nd Divisions do not think they
can use more troops than their own with any great certainty of success. I shall
await yoW" orders but express the opinion that if the first dash in an assault fails
other attempts are not a.pt to succeed better.' ... Your despatch recvd-You will
make the attack and support it well so that in the event of being successful the
advantage gained can be held If unsuccessful report at ol'.lce" ALS, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I , xxxvi, part 3, 524-25. "Reports from Wright
announce some progress his advance occupies a line of the enemys pits I
presume their skirmish line-He reports the 18th corps having occupied the same
line but retiring His Wrights line is pushing on.-No report from Smith-I
sent you one from Hancock reporting he was about attempting another assault
written before my order to bjro to do so bad reached him-I should be glad to
have your views as to the continuance of these efforts if unsuccessful-" ALS,
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., l , .xx.xvi, part
3, 525. At 7:00 A.M., USG wrote to Mende. "The moment it becomes certain
that an assault cannot succeed suspend the offensive. But when one does succeed
push it vigorously & if necessary pile in troops at the successful point from
wherever they can be taken, I shall go to where you are in the course of one
hour" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the
P otomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xx.xvi, part 3, 526.
At 5:45 P. M . , Meade wrote to USG. "The telegrams you return are sent
from here by me, so that you need not return them-Warren was reinforced by
Birney & posted him on bis left where he now is, forming connection between
Smith St Warren-I have notified Warren there are no other troops to send him
& that he &: Burnside must contract their )foes tonigbt.-Every thing is apparently qui.et along the lines-We bold all OUJ" advanced positions & are entrenching Tonight Hancock will establish batteries, and we will begin all
n1ong the tines digging up to the enemys works-I have sent out officers to each
of the corps St to the hospitals to endeavor to form some estimate of the casualties
today-" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 526.
Also oo June 3, USG wrote to Meade. '1Might not two or more cohorns be
well used in front of Barlow to-night?" ALS ( misdated May 3), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 527. At 8:30
J>.M., Meade wrote to USG. ''The Coeborns have been in position and in use all
the afternoon in Hancock's front." Ibid.
At 9:25 P.M., Meade wrote to USG. "Do you think it woi:th while to do any
thing about the York river R. Rd in the way of bringing Locomotives St cars-If
the weather continues good we can haul but if we have rain & are detained on
the Chlckahominy we i;hall be embarrassed with bad detestably bad roads"
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ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, mvi,
part 3, 527. USG endorsed this letter. "I think I will not order cars for the York
River R. R. just yet. The wagons now at White House will give us supplies tX>
about the 15th and before that I hope our base will be changed to the James
River." AES, DNA, RG 94, War Records .Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R.., I,
xxxvi, part 3, 527.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Cold Harbor Va. June 4th/ 64 8.20 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMo.cA.P.
GENERAL,

If the firing this evening has been opened by the enemy without further attack, or if they attack and are repulsed, I think it will
be well to retaliate by opening every battery that bears upon them
at 12 or 1 to-night. It will have the effect to wake up the whole of
the enemy's camp and keep them on the watch until day light
Respectfully &c

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen Com
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3,570. On June 4, 1864, 8:30 P,M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to
USG, "I was about sending the accompanying despatch when your note arrived
-I can order the batteries to be opened as you suggest, but whilst it keeps the
enemy 'awake,' their reply which they will undoubtedly make, will keep our
people awake, & in addition it will interfere with the approaches I have ordered
to be made tonight.-" ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 570. USG endorsed this letter. "It was only a
desire to retaliate for annoyances that made me suggest opening our batteries·
to-night. If it is going to interfere with any operations you need uot direct it."
AES, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3, 570.
On the same day, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special Orders No. 21. Wfo prevent confusion and delay in the forwarding of supplies to the Army of the Potomac, all troops, posts and stations on the line over w hich such supplies at
present or may hereafter pass, in consequence of any change in the position of
the Army, are assigned to the command of Maj Gen Geo. G. Meade Commanding the Army of the Potomac, and will so report and receive orders without
reference to the Territorial Department in which they may be or to which they
may belong, until otherwise directed-" ADS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. O.R., I,
xxxvi, part 3, 569-70.
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Also on June 4, Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls telegraphed to Brig. Gen. Montgomery C. Meigs. "Lt Gen Grant wishes to Teceive a Lot of Implements to be
used by our Cavalry in the Destruction of Rail Roads. Gen Haupt had several
Kinds at Alexandria Will you please have as many as can be procured sent by
Express to Capt P P Pitkin at White House & info:nn me by Telegraph of what
we may Expect" ALS {telegram sent-press), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram Teceived, ibid.

To Elle1i Wrenshall Grant
Cold Harbor Va. June 4th 1864
Mv DEAR LIITLE NELLY,
I received your pretty well written letter more than a week ago.
You do not know how happy it made me feel to see how well my
little girl not yet nine years old could write. I expect by the end of
the year you and Buck will be able to speak. Gennan and then I will
have to buy you those nice gold watches I promised. I see in the
papers, and also from Mamas letter, that you have been representing "the Old Woman that lived in a Shoe" at the Fair! I know yoll
must have enjoyed it very much. You must send me one of your
photographs taken at the Fair.t
We have been fighting now for thirty days and h ave every
prospect of still more fighting to do before we get into Richmond.
When we do get there I shall go home to see you and Ma Fred,
Buck and Jess. I expect Jess rides Little Rebel every day! I think
when I go home I will get a little buggy to work Rebel in so that
you and Jess can ride about the country during vacation. Tell Ma
to let Fred learn French as soon as she thln.ks he is able to study it.
It will be a great help to him when he goes to West Point. You must
send this letter to Ma to read because I will not write to her to-day.
Kiss Ma, Cousin Louisaz and all the young ladies for pa. Be a good
little girl as you have always been, study your lessons and you will
be contented and happy.
From
PAPA
ALS, ICHi.
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1. A photograph of Ellen Grant as "The Old Woman in the Shoe" is reproduced in John Y. Simon, ed., The Personal Memoirs of Julia Dent Grant (New
York, 1975), following p. 170.
2. See letter to Louisa Boggs, April 24, 1864.

To Gen.. Robert E. Lee
[June 5, 1864)
G EN RE. LEE
CoMn'c CoNFEDERATE

ARMY

GENERAL

It is reported to me that there are wounded men, probably of
both Armies, now lying exposed and suffering between the lines
occupied respectively by the two armies-Humanity would dictate
that some provjsion should be made to provide against such hardships. I would propose therefore that hereafter when no battle is
raging, either party be authorized to send to any point between
the picket or slcirmish line, unarmed men bearing litters, to pick up
their dead or wounded without being fired upon by the other party
-Any other method ~qually fair to both parties you may propose
for meeting the end designed will be accepted by meI am Gen. Very Respectfully
Your Obt Svt.
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen
Copies, DLC.USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3, 600. On Jupe 5, 1864, Gen. Robert E. Lee wrote to USG. "I ha\l'e the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, proposing that here•
after, except in time of action, either party be at liberty to remove the dead and
wounded from between the lines. I fear that such an arrangement. will lead to
misunderstanding and difficulty. l propose therefore instead~ that when either
party desires to remove their dead or wounded, a flag of truce be sent as is customary. It will always afford me pleasure to comply with such a request, as far
as circumstances will permit." Copy, ICHi. O.R., I, =vi, part S, 600. On June
7, 11:00 A.M., USG telegraphed to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "The
subjoined correspondence [h)as just been exchanged between the commanders
of the two armies-" Copies (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected {,Bound) . At
2:00 P.M. and 5:30 P.M., USG transmitted the remainder of the correspondence.
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On June S, 1:00 P.M. , Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock had written to Brcig.
Gel!, Seth Williams asking that arrangements be made to move wounded men
who had' remained in front of the lines since June !l. O.R., I, xxxvi, part !l, 603.
Maj. Gep. George G . Meade endorsed this letter. "Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-General Grant. Is it possible to ask, under flag of truce, for pennission to
remove the wounded now lying between our lines, and which the enemy's sharpshooters prevent me bring,ing off? The wounded are lying in front of the Second,
Sixth, and Eighteenth Corps." Ibid., p. 604. USG also endorsed this letter. "A
flag might be sent proposing to suspend firing where the wounded are, until each
party get their own. I have no objection to such a course." lbi.tl. At 1:30 P.M.,
Meade wrote to USG. "Any communication by flag of truce will have to come
from you, as the enemy do not recognize me as in command whilst you are pres~
ent." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, x:xxvi, part 3, 599,

To Maj. Gen. Henry lV. Halleck
Cold Barbor
June 5th 1864 7 pm

.MAJ GEN HALLEC~
CHFOFSTAFF
The object in sending troops to Mobile now would not be so
much to assist Genl Sherman against J obnston as to secure for h im
a base of supplies after his work is done. Mobile also important to
·us and would be a great loss to the enemy. Let the one hundred day
men, such of them as you have to spare, come on
US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegi,ams Collected (Bound); copies, ibi.tl.,
.RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66. 0.R., I, xxxv:i, part 3, 599;
ibid., I, xxxix, part 2, 79. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W , Halleck, June 3 1
1864.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Cold Harbor Va. June 5th 1864
MAJ. GEN. H. W. HALLECK,
CHIEF OF STAFF OF TilE ARMY,
GENERAL,

A full survey of all the ground satisfies me that it would not be
practicable to hold a line Northeast of Richmond that would protect the Fredericksburg rail-road to enable us to use it for supplying
the Army. To do so would give us a long vulnerable line of road to
protect, exhausting much of our strength in guarding it, and would
leave open to the enemy all of his lines of communications- on the
South side of the James. My idea from the start has been to beat
Lee's Army, if possible, North of Richmond, then after destroying
his lines of communication North of the James river to transfer the
Army to the South side and besiege Lee in Richmond, or follow
him South if he should retreat.
I now find after more than thirty days of trial that the enemy
deems it of the first importance to run no risks with the Armies
they now have. They act purely on the defensive, behind breast
works, or febly on the offensive immediately in front of them and
where, in case of repulse, they can instantly retire behind them.
Without a greater sacrifice of human life than I am willing to make
all cannot be accomplished that I had designed outside of the City.
I have therefore resolved upon the following plan. I will continue
to hold substantially the ground now occupied by the Army of the
Potomac, taking advantage of any favorable circumstance that may
present itself, until the cavalry can be sent West to destroy the Va.
Central rail-road from about Beaver Dam for some twenty-five or
thirty miles West. When this is effected I will move the Army to
the South side of James River either by crossing the Chickahominy
and marching near to City Point, or by going to the mouth of the
Chickahominy, on the North side, and crossing there. To provide
for this last, and most probable, contingency six or more Ferryboats of the largest size ought to be immediately provided.
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Once on the South side of James river I can cut off all sources
of supply to the enemy except what is furnished by the Canal. If
Hunter succeeds in reaching Lynchburg that will be lost to him
also. Should Hunter not succeed I will still make the effort to destroy the Canal by sending Cavalry up the South side of the river
with a pontoon train to cross wherever they can.
The feeling of the two Armies now seems to be that the rebels
can protect themselves only by strong intrenchments, whilst our
Army is not only confidant of protecting itself, without intrenchments, but that it can beat and drive the enemy whenever and wherever he can be found without this this protection.
Very respectfully
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.

xxrn,

ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 1, 11-12; ibid., I,
part 3, 598-99. On June 7, 1864, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck wrote to USG.
"Your letter of the 5th by Lieut Col Babcock was recieved last evening. Genl
Meigs has been advised of your wishes in regard to Ferry-boats. He will keep all
he has or can procure in the vicinity of Fort Monroe subject to your orders. Many
of the side-wheel boats in the Qr Mr. Dept will also answer all the purposes of
Ferry-boats. The baTges will also be excellent for teams and stores, and can be
towed by the Tugs. Every thing will be sent forward as soon as you direct. They
are now mostly engaged as transports to 'White House. Nothing has recently
been heard of Genls Hunter & Crook. Sherman is still doing well1 but some apprehension has been felt about Forrests movements to cut off his communications.
Genl Canby has sent forces to Memphis to assist in driving Forrest out of thai
country. Nothing recently from Steele. I enclose a list of the troops forwarded
from this Dept to the Army of the Potomac since the campaign opened- 48.265
Jllfln. I shall send you a few regiments more, when all resources will be exhausted,
till another draft is made." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent (Press). O.R., I,
xx:xvi, part 3l 665; ibid., I, uxvii, part l, 601-2. The list enclosed is printed
ibid., I, xxxvi, part 3, 665-66.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Cold Harbor Va. June Sth/64

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.GA. P.
GENERAL,

The object of the Cavalry expedition to Charlottesville & Gordonsville is to effectually break up the rail-road connection between
Richmond and the Shenandoah Valley and Lynchburg. To secure
this end they should go as far as Charlottesville and work upon the
Lynchburg branch and main line to Staunton for several miles
beyond the junction. This done they could work back this way to
where the road is already destroyed or until driven off by a superior
force.
It is desirable that every rail on the road destroyed should be so
bent or twisted as to make it impossible to repair the road without
supplying new rails. After the work is accomplished berin directed
the Cavalry will rejoin the main Anny keeping North of the Pamunky until the position of the Anny is known to them. It may be
found necessary to keep on the North side as far down as West
Point.
Instructions will be sent to Gen. Hunter by the Cavalry expedition. He will be required to join his force to Gen. Sheridans and
return with him to the Anny of the Potom[ac.] Hit is found prac~
ticable whilst the Ca\'alry is at the roost Westerly point reached by
it to detach a Brigade or more to go over to the James River and
destroy the Canal it will be a service well repaying for three or four
days detention.
Respectfully
U . S.GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac. O.R., I, xuvi,
part 3, 599; ibid., I, xxxvii, part 1, 593.
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To Gen. Robert E. Lee
Hdqrs Armies of the U. S.
June 6th 1864

GEN R. E. LEE.
CoMo'c ARMY No. VA.
GENERAL,

Your communication of yesterdays date is received-I will send
immediately as you propose, to collect the dead and wounded between the lines of the two armies, and will also instruct that you be
allowed to do the sameI propose that the time for doing this be between the hours of
12 M. and 3 P. M. to dayI will direct all parties going out to bear a white flag and not to
attempt to go beyond where we have dead or wounded and not
beyond or on ground occupied by your troopsVery Respectfully
U. S GRANT Lt. Gen
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part S, 6$8. On June 6, 1864, Gen. Robert E. Lee wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and regret to find
that I did not make myself understood in my communication of yesterday. I intended to say that I could not consent to the burial of the dead and removal of
the wounded between the armies in the way you proposed, but that when either
party desires such permission, it shall be asked for by flag of truce in the usual
way. Until I receive a proposition from you on the subject, to which I can exccede propriety. I have directed any parties you may send under white flags as
mentioned in your Jetter to be turned back.'' Copy, ICHi. O.R., I, xxxvi., part S,
638.
On the same day, USG again wrote to Lee. ''The knowledge that wounded
men are now suffering from want of attention, between the two armies, compels
me to ask a suspension of hostilities for sufficient time to collect them in, say
two hours-Permit me to say that the hours you may fix upon for thls, will be
agreable to me and the same privilege will be extended to such parties as you
may wish to send out, on the same duty, without further application-" Copies,
DLC-1.TSG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvi, part S,
,6$8-39. On the same day, 7:00 J>.M., Lee wrote to USG. "I regret that your
letter of this date, asking a suspension of hostilities to enable you to remove your
wounded from between the two armies, was received et so late an hour es to
make it impossible to give the necessary directions so as to enable you to effect
this purpose by daylight. In order that the suffering of the wounded may not be
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further protracted, I have ordered thaf any parties you may send out for the pur•
pose, between the hours of 8 and 10 P . M. to day, shall not be molested, and will
avail myself of the privilege extended to those .from this Anny, to collect any of
its wounded that may remain upon the field. I will direct our skirmishers to be
drawn close to our Jjnes between the hours indicated, with the understanding that
at the expixation of that time, they be allowed to resume theix positions without
molestation, and that dur~g the interval, all military movements be suspended."
Copy, ICHi. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 639.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Cold Harbor Va. June 6th 1864

MAJ. GEN. B. F. BUTLER,
CoMD.G DEJ>T. oF VA. & N. C.
G ENERAL,

An expidition under Maj. Gen. Hunter is now on its way up the
Shenandoah Valley and a large Cavalry force will leave here tomorrow, under Gen. Sheridan, to join him, for the purpose of utterly destroying the enemys lines of communication on the North
·s ide of J ames river. When this is done it is my intention to transfer
all the force now with me to the South side. To do this I may be
compel1ed to go to the mouth of the Chickahominy. I now send Col.
Comstock of my Staff to you to see what prepatations are necessary
to secure the rapid crossing of the river and to learn if your position
will be secure during the time the enemy would necessarily be able
to spare a large force to operate with against you before reinforcements could reach you from me.
Col. Comstock will explain to you fully the situation here.
Very respectfully

U.S. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. O.R., I, xxx'Vi, part 3, 662; ibid., I, xxxvii, part
l, 598- 99.
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To Maj. Gen. David Hunter
Head qrs Armies of the U. S.
Cold Harbor Va June 6th 1864.

MAJ GEN D. HUNTER
COMD'G DEPT WEST VA
GENERAL

General Sheridan leaves here tomorrow morning with instructions to proceed to Charlottesville Va, and to commence there the
destruction of the Va. Cen. Rail road, destroying this way as much
as possible. The complete destruction of this road and of the Canal
on James River is of great importance to us According to the instructions I sent to Gen Halleck for your guidance you were to
proceed to Lynchburg and commence there. It would be of great
value to us to get possession of Lynchburg for a single day. But
that point is of so much importance to the enemy that in attempting
to get it, such resistance may be met as to defeat your getting on to
the road or canal at all. I see in looking over my letter to Gen Halleck on the subject of your instructions that it rather indicates that
your route should be from Staunton via Charlottesville. If you
have so understood it, you will be doing just what I want. The
direction I would now give is that if this letter reaches you in the
valley between Staunton and Lynchburg, you .immediately turn
east by the most practicable road until you strike the Lynchburg
branch of the Va Central road. From there move Eastward along
the line of the road, destroying it completely and thoroughly until
you join Gen Sheridan. After the work laid out for Gen Sheridan
and yourself is thoroughly done proceed to join the Anny of the
Potomac by the route laid out in Gen Sheridans instructionsIf any portion of your force, especially of your Cavalry, is
needed back in your Dept. you are authorized to send it backli on receipt of this you should be near to Lynchburg and deem
it practicable to reach that point, you will exercise your judgment
about going thereIf you should be on the rail road between Charlottesvil1e and
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Lynchburg, it may be practicable to detach a cavalry force to destroy the Canal. Lose no opportunity to destroy the CanalVery Respectfully Your Obt Svt
U. S. GRANT Lt Gen
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (misdated June
16, 1864) ibid., Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 1, 598.

To Julia Dent Grant
Cold Harbor Va. June 6th 1864
DEAR JULIA,

The photographs of "the old woman who lived in a shoe" and
little Jess are received. I also received yours and Jess' a few days
before. They are all very fine. Gen. Rawlins asks me to get one of
Missie's for him. She looks right cunning dressed as an old woman.
This is likely to prove a very tedious job I have on hand but I feel
very confidant of ultimate sucsess. The enemy keeps himself behind strong intrenchments all the time and seems determined to
hold on to the last.-You ask me if I have received Cousin Louisa's
letter? I have not received a letter from her since leaving Culpepper. At that time I was very busy and neglected to answer and
since forgot it until your letter reminded me of it. She asked me to
recommend her brother who is a soldier at Indianapolis Ia. I intended to write to her that she· did not probably understand what
that position was and that I would not advise him to accept such a
position. Further that likely a recommendation from me to Governor Morton for his promotion might injure his prospects. Governor
Morton I believe is one of the influential men who tried to have me
removed from the command of the Dept. of the Ten. He complained
to Jo Reynolds about some remarks I bad made also and I replied
that they were well founded and be, the Gov, must acknowledge it.
I wish you would tell Cousin Louisa this and apologize for my not
answering before. You need not tell her that you had picked her
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out for my second wife forgeting all about her having a husband
already.
Kiss all the children for me. I wrote to Nelly the other day and
told her to send the letter to you. I sent you $800. the other day.
June pay I must send to pay my debts. I think that will about let
me out. Kisses for yourself and love to all at your house. Fred. is
just getting out again.
ULYS.
ALS, DLC-USG.

To Gen. Robert E. Lee
June 7th 1864-10:30. AM.

E. LEE
CoM'n'G ARMY No. VA

GENERAL R.

GENERAL:

I regret that your note of 7. P. M. yesterday should have been
received at the nearest Corps Headquarters to where it was delivered, after the hour you had given for the removal of the dead and
wounded had expired. 10: 45 p. m. was the hour at which it was
received at Corp Headquarters and between 11 and 12 it reached
my Hd. Quarters. As a consequence it was not understood by the
troops of this army that there was a cessation of hostilities for the
purpose of collecting the dead and wounded and none were collected. Two officers and six men of the 8th and 25th North Carolina
Regts who were out in search of the bodies of officers of their respective Regiments were captured and brought into our lines owing to this want of understanding. I regret this, but will state that
as soon as I learned the fact, directed that they should oot be held
as prisoners, but must be returned to their Commands. These of1icers and men having been carelessly brought through our lines to
the rear, I have not determined whether they will be sent back the
way they came or whether they w:ill be sent by some other route.
Regretting that all my efforts for alleviating the sufferings of
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wounded men, left upon the aelt=l Battle-field have been rendered
nugatory I remain Very Respectfully Your Obt Servt
U . S.GRANT

Lieut. Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3, 666. On June 7, 1864, 2:00 P.M., Gen. Robert E . Lee wrote to USG.
''Your note of 10¼ a, m, to-day bas just been recieved. I regret that my letter to
you of 7 P. M . yesterday should have been too late in reaching you to effect th.e
nemoval of the wounded. I am willing, if you desire it, to devote the hours be•
tween 6 and 8 this afternoon to accomplish that object upon the same terms and
conditions as set forth in my letter of 7 P. M yesterday. If this will answer your
purpose and you will send parties from your lines at the hour designated, with
white flags, I will direct that they be recognized, and be permitted to coilect the
dead and wounded. I will also notify the officers on my lines that they will be
permitted at the same hour to collect any of our men that may be on the field.-1
request you will notify me as soon as practicable if this arrangement is agreeable
to you. Lieut. McAlister, Corpl. Martin and two privates of the 8th N. C. Regt.
and Lieut. Hartman, Corpl. Kinlow, and Privates Bass and Grey were sent last
night, between the hours of 8 and 10 P. M . for the purpose of recovering the
body of Col. Murchison, and as they have not returned, I presume they are the
men mentioned in your letter.-1 request that they be returned to our lines." LS,
PPRF. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 667. USG endorsed this letter. "Refered to Gen.
G. G. Meade Comdg A. P. I will notify Gen. Lee that hostilities will cease from
6 to 8 for the purposes mentioned. You may send the officers and men refered to
as you deem best. Please return thls." AES, PPRF. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 667. At
5: 30 P.M., USG wrote to Lee. ''Your note of this date is just received. It will be
impossible for roe to communicate the fact of the truce by the hour named by
you, ( 6 P. M.) but I will avail myself of your offer at the earliest possible moment which will I hope will not be much after that hour. The officers and men
taken last ~ evening, are the same mentioned in your note and will be returned" Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I, xxxvi, part 3, 667; (misdated June .30) ibid., I, xl, part 2, 519.

T o Edwin M . Stanton
Cold Harbor 3.05 PM June 7th 18.6 4.
HoN.

E. M. STANTON.

SECY. WAR.

All has been very quiet today No casualties reported My
telegrams would be more frequent but for the fact that Mr Dana
keeps you fully advised-Permit roe to renew my recommendation
of T . S. Bowers for the position of asst Adjt General in the Regular
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Army to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Col Buell 1
placing Bowers at the foot of the List of Majors?
U.S.GRANT

Lt Gen
Telegram received (on June 8, 1864, 8:50 A,M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
66. 0.R., I, xnvi, part 3, 665.
On June 7, 12:30 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler telegraphed to both
USG and Secretary of War Edwin M, Stanton, "AJ.l quiet on my lines. Richmond
paper of June 7th gives intelligence of a fight at Mount Crawford between Genl
Hunter & Gen W E. Jones in which Hunter was victorious and Jones Rebel
Commander was killed Staunton was afterwards occupied by the Union forces
Fight was on Sunday" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Of.
fice, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). 0.R., I, xx.xvi, part. S, 691.
1. Don Carlos Buell, who spent more than a year awaiting orders, refused
to serve under either Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby or Maj. Gen. William T.
Sherman. Memoirs, II, 121. After being mustered out of service as maj..gen, of
vols., he resigned as col., asst. adjt. gen., in the regular army, on June 1. Theo•
dore S. Bowers was later appointed maj., asst. adjt. gen., as of Jan. 6, 1865.

To Brig. Gen. John J. Abercrombie
Cold Harbor, Va June 7, 1864
BRIG GEN.

J. J. ABERCROMBIE

CoMDG- U. S. FoRCEs
WHITE Hou SE VA
GENERAL

Capt. Parker, Asst Adj Gen. goes to White House this morning
for the purpose of ascertaining certainly the time when cars can
commence moving and the probable time it would take thereafter
to remove all the iron from the York river R.R. from the Chickahominy back to White House and place it on board of steamers. I
shall not want to use the railroad at all for supplying the army,
but will destroy it so that the enemy cannot use the iron for the
purpose of relaying other roads
Very Respectfully
GRANT, Lt Gen

us
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Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xnvi,
part !3, 690. See ibid., p. 691. Also on Ju.ne 7, 1864, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins
wrote to Brig. Gen. John .J. Abercrombie. "Please direct Maj Wentz to to com~
mence immediately the removal of the rail from the Richm.o nd and York. Railroad, beginning at or as near the bridge over the Chickahominy river as possible,
taking the rails to White House and from there ship them to Washington."
Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59.
On June 9, Rawlins wrote to Abercrombie. "Direct all organized troops arriving at the White House from and after to-day to proceed without debarking
from transports they may be on to City Point or Bermuda Hundreds and there
report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler Commanding" Copies, ibid., V, 45, 59, 66; DNA.
RO 108, Letters Sent, O.R., I, xxxvi, part !3, 716, On the same day, Abercrombie
wrote to USG. "Yours of this date in relation to debarkation of organized troops
is received. I have three regiments here of 100-days' militia from Ohio. They arrived here before receipt of your letter. Shall I send them by water? These regiments were landed here before receipt of your order. The engineer constructor,
Major Wentz, informs me thf/ road cannot be taken up and shipped before Sunday
a. m., June 12. The mediciu director says all the sick can be got away in twentyfour hours," Ibid., p. 717.
On June 12, Abercrombie twice wrote to Rawlins. "Having received intelligence of the presence of a considerable force of guerrillas, say 60 or upwards,
at or near King William Court.House, I dispatched about 100 of the First Rhode
Island Cavalry, under Captain Capron, to ascertain the facts in relation thereto.
He returned last night, and makes the accompanying report. Before sending out
again, I b.ave thought it proper to ascertain first whether there would be sufficient
time to do so; the distance from here is between 8 and 9 miles." "I have the honor
to make the following statement for the information of the General-in-Chief in
reference to the time the different departments will require for abandoning this
depot. The railroad iron and stock is now shipped; the road as far as West Point
destroyed. The medical director will be prepared to move to-day by noon, unless
more wounded are sent here from the front. Captain Strang, in charge of depot
0£ repairs, will be ready in five hours. Captain Pitkin, in charge of water transportation, will be ready in twenty-four hours after receiving orders to remove,
Captain Schaff, ordnance officer, can be ready in two hours. Captain Wiley, assistant commissary of subsistence, will require eight hours:" Ibid., pp. 767-68.
The enclosure in the first letter is ibid., p . 768, On the same day, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. !34. "Brig Gen J. J. Abercrombie U.S.
Vols, is hereby releived from~ command at White House Va, and will proceed to Washington D. C. and report to the Adjutant General of the Army for
order. Maj Gen G. G. Meade Comd'g army of the Potomac will assign Brig Gen
Geo W Getty U.S. Vols, to the command of the garrison at White House, Va."
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 66. O.R., I, xxxvi, part !3, 15'8, On the same day,
noon, Brig. Gen. Seth Williams wrote to Abercrombie ordering him to remain
at White House until relieved. Ibid., pp. 768-69.
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To Julia Dent Grant
June7th/64
DEARJULIA,

I wrote to you last night but having had my hair cut to-day and
remembering that you asked me to send you a lock I now write
again to send it. I have nothing to add. To-day has been the quietest
since leaving Culpepper. There has been no fighting except a little
Artillery skiFmish firing and some skirmishing driving the enemy's
pickets south of the Chickahominy at two of the bridges below
our main line. War will get to be so common with me if this thing
continues much longer that I will not be able to sleep after a while
unless there is an occational gun shot near me during the night.
Love and kisses for you and the children.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
June 8th/ 64 7.40 p. m.

MAJ-.GEN.G.G.MEADE
CoMD.GA. P.
GENERJ\L,

To prepare for the withdrawel of the Army from its present
position, which will take place in a few days, a direct line from
the present right to left should be marked out and partially fortified. Such a line can be occupied by the two Divisions of the 5th
Corps, now loose, and a sufficient number from other Corps, when
the movement takes place, to perfectly cover such a withdrawel.

perftictly.
Gen. Barnard 1 has been looking to-day with the view of lo-
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cation such a line and will direct your Chief Eng. in the work to be
done.
Very respectfully

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen

ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. D.R., 1, =vit
part S, 695.
On June 7, 1864., 2:SO l'.M., Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren wrote to
Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys reportin,g preparations to cross the Chlckahominy River. Ibid., p. 675. USG endorsed this. letter. "It is not desirable that
General Warren should cross the river, but bold the crossing to prevent the
enemy coming to this side." Ibid.
I. On May 31, 11: 00 l', M,, Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck telegraphed to
USG. "I know of no one who bas a more thorough knowledge of all the passes
of the Chickahominy & of the approaches to Richmon than Brig Genl J. G.
Barnard. Although I do not agree with Genl Barnard in all bis opinions on the
strategy of the campaign, I think he is a man of very great military ability, and
that the information which be can give you will be very valuable. His mind is
clear St judgement excellent. Of course if you do not want him yo11 will order him
back to Washington." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); telegram received, ibid. Printed as sent at 9:30 P,M. in OR., I, xx:xvi,
part S, 375-76. On June 5, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special Orders No. 28.
''Brig Gen J. G. Bnrnard U.S. Vols. having reported for duty fflt' to the Lieut
Gen. Comd'g, is hereby announced as Chief Engineer of the armies in the Field
and will be respected and obeyed accordingly-" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62,
66. O.R., I, :xxxvi, part 3, 600. On June 6, Brig. Gen. John G-. Barnard, Cold
Harbor, wrote to USG. "It is quite probable that the present campaign may te•
s-ult in heavy siege work, and your own experience at Vicksburg must have
shown you the need of a sufficient number 0£ Engineer Officers. Every Corps
should have an Engineer Officer at HeadQuarters &, so far as practicable, every
Division. I would recommend that all the Engineer Officers not now mthe field,
fit for field duty, & whom it may be possible to spare from the duties on which
they are engaged, be ordered to the Anny of the Potomac. Brig. Gen Woodbury
(Lt. Col. of Engineers) now commanding at Key West, would fr.om his ability &
knowledge of this country be a great acquisition The only objection in his case
St that of some others would be the want of rank in the present meritorious &
capable Chief Engineer of the Anny of the Potomac, Major Duane I noticed
the great value of Coborn mortars in the trenches of this position-Whether
needed here or not, similar circumstances may arise elsewhere & I mention them
under the impression that, if needed the Ordnance Depart' may not be able to
furnish them at short notice 1n view of possible siege operations it would be
well to collect a siege train at Fort Monroe." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part S, 637-38. On June 9, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowe.rs
issued Special Orders No. 31. "While the Army of the Potomac continues to
operate separate and independent of other armies, Brig Gen J. G. Barnard. Chief
Engineer of the Armies in the field will report to and receive orders from Maj,
Gen. Geo. G. Meade, Commanding same." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 51, 62, 66.
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O.R., I, =vi, part 3,710. On June 11, 3:00 P,M., Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton telegraphed to Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana. "I hope General
Grant will not put too much confidence in, Barnard. I nave no confidence in his
judgment on practical military affairs and believe that he is Be emaB eegpee in
large degree responsible for McClellans blunders. He was sent down by General
Halleck for General Grant to use as an Engineer if he needed it him but if he i&
trusted too far it may lead to deplorable results. He will never be ready never has
enough and all that he undertakes will be in danger of failure ff'8Ht pt'epe for
want of proper comprehension of practical purposes. If General Grant trusts to
his own judgment we are safe, but trust in Barnard is dangerous." ALS ( telegram sent), DLC-Edwin M . Stanton.

ToElihuB. Washburne
Col Harbor Va. June 9th/ 64
HoN E. B. WASHBURN
DEAR SIR:

Your two letters enclosing orders published by Maj. Gen
Washburn have been received. I highly approve the course he is
taking and am glad to see that Gen. Slocum is pursuing· a similar
course about Vicksburg.-T directed some days ago that the 16th
Corps Staff should report to your brother.1 I recommended however that no Commander be named for the 16th Corps until Sherman is heard from to know whether he would not prefer the consolidation of that portion of the 16th & 17th Corps, in the field, into
one Corps, and that serving in garrison from these two Corps into
another. It makes but little difference however about this for as
soon as this Campaign is over it is probable there will be a reconstruction of Departments and commands.
Every thing is progressing favorably but slowly. All the fight,
except defensive and behind breast works, js taken out of Lee's
army. Unless my next move brings on a battle the balance of the
campaign will settle down to a siege.
All here are well and desire to be remembered to you. When
Congress adjourns, come down and see us.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.

JUNE
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ALS, ffii.
1. See letter to Mnj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, June S, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

[M]AJ GEN H w HALLECK

Hd Qrs Armies U.S.
Cold Harbor Va
June 10th 1864 4 p m

CHF OF STAFF

Please order Capt. [Mc]Alister her[e] if he can be spar[ed]
from Wes[t] Point 1 Also or[der] the Saw Mill a[t] Fort Monroe
to saw all th[e] two inch lumber they can, [a]nd place it on board
barges subject to [my] ord[ers]2-The Cohorn Mortars on transports leave where they are 3-[We will] no[t] wan[t] them nowU. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
Telegram received (on June 11, 1864, 1:45 A,M , }, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66. O.R., I, xxxvi, part S, 722.
On June 9, 7:30 A,M,, USG had telegraphed to Maj. Gen, Henry W. Halleck. "[All re-en)forcements sen[t hereafter please] send to City Point-" Telegram received (on J une 10), 'DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 66. Printed as received at 3:00 A .M. in O.R., I, nxvi, part 3, 709.
1. Miles D. McAlester of Mich., USMA 1856, held the rank of capt., Corps
of Engineers, from March 3 1 1863, and bvt. It. col. as of July I, 18621 for service
in the Peninsular campaign. After serving at Vicksburg during the final two
weeks of the siege, he went to USMA as principal asst. professor of engineering
Ulltil his assignment, as of July 15, 1864-, as chief engineer, Military Div. of
West Miss.
2. See ibid., p. 756.
3. On June 9, 3:30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Genl Meade bas
asked for twenty two cohorn mortars. This requisition cannot be filled without
taking a part of those on transports for Col. Abbott, as ordered by you. Shall
these be taken & sent to Gen! Meade?" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3,
709.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GENL H w

Hd Qrs Armies [tJ. S.]
June 11th 1864
HALLECK

CHFOFSTAFF

Richmond papers of this morning announce the junction of
Crook an[d] Av[er]ill with Hunter, at Staunton on the [8]th
inst. A portion of their forces are on the Greenville and Middle,
brook ;road. Five hundred Cavalry mad[e] a demonstration [on]
W[ayJnes[boro] and w[ere] repulsed [by] lmboden 1 On the 9th
a[d]vanced again, but [were] driven back burning the Railroad as
they retired

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (on .June 12, 1864, J.l:00 A,M. ), DN'A, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59,
66. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 1, 624.
1. John D. Imboden, born in Va. in 1823, a lawyer-politician of Staunton
before the Civil War, entered C.S.A. service as capt. of an art. co. and was appointed brig. gen. as of Jan. 28, 1863. For the skirmish at Waynesboro, Va.,
June 10, 1864, see ibid., l, xxxvii, part l, 96.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Cold Harbor Va. June lltb/64

B. F. Bu'TLER,
CoMD.G DEPT. OF VA. & N. C.

MAJ.GEN.

GENERAL,

The movement to transfer trus Army to the South side of James
River will commence after dark to-morrow night. Col. Comstock,
of my Staff, was sent specially to ascertain what was necessary to
make your position secure in the interl'al thet during which the
enemy might use most of his force against you, and also to ascertain
what point on the river we should reach to effect a crossing if it
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should not be practicable to reach this side of the river at Bermuda
Hundred. Col. Comstock has not yet returnd 1 so that I cannot
make instructions as definite as I would wish, but the time between
this and Sunday 2 night being so short in which to get word to you
I must do the best I can. Col. D ent goes to make arrangements for
Gun boats and transportation to send up the Chickahominy to take
to you the 18th Corps. This Corps will leave its position in the
trenches as early in the evening to-mon-ow as possible and make a
forced march to Cole1s Landing or Ferry where it should reach by
10 a. m. the following morning. This Corps numbers now 15300
men. They take with them neither wagons nor Artilery these latter
marching with the balance of the Army to the James River.
The remainder of the Army will cross the Chickahominy at
Long Bridge and at Jones' and strike the river at the most practicable crossing below City Point.
I directed several days ago that all reinforcements for the Anny
should be sent to you. I am not advised of the number that may
have gone but suppose you have received from six to ten thousand.
Gen. Smith will also reach you as soon as the enemy could going by
the way of Richmond. The balance of the force will not be more than
one day behind, unless detained by the whole of Lee's Anny in
which case you will be strong enough.
I wish you to direct the proper staff officers, your Chief Eng.
and Chief Q. M. to commence at once the collection of all the
means in their reach for crossing the Anny on its arrival. If there
is a point below Chy Point where a pontoon bridge can be thrown
have it laid.
Expecting the arrival of the 18th Corps by Monday night if
you deem it practicable from the force you now have to seize and
hold Petersburg you may prepare to start on the arrival of troops
to hold your present lines. I do not want Petersburg visited however unless it is held nor an attempt to take it unless you feel a reasonable degree of confidance of success. H you should go there I
think troops should take nothing with them except what they carry,
depending upon supplies being sent after the place was secured.
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H Col. Dent should not succeed in securing the requisite
amount of transportation for the 18th Corps before reaching you
please have the balance supplied.
I am Gen. Very resptly
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Gen. Com
P. S. On reflection I will send the 18th Corps by way of White
House. The distance which they will have to march will be enough
shorter to enable them to reach you about the same time and the
uncertainty of navigation on the Chickahominy will be avoided.

U.S.G.
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. O.R., I, xnvi, part 3, 754-55.
I. On JuDe 9, 1864, 7:30 P.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed
to USG. "Will start back early in the morning Gen Gillmore with 2000 men
started today to demonstrate on Petersburg while '.Kautz with 1500 cavalry was
to go around, enter Petersburg if practi'cable and destroy rail road bridge and to
go south on the rail road Gillmore reconnoitred the enemys works tit has returned
fuiding them strong Kautz has not yet been heard from'' Telegram received
(on June 10), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 709. On
June 12, USG wrote to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler. "Go on with the corduroy
suggested by Col Comstock. A Staff officer is on the way with letter of instructions to you, but did not leave here until last night. Your Chief Engr. will understand the corduroy meant." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108,
Letters Sent. O.R., I , xxxvi, part 3, 769.
2. June 12.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Cold Harbor Va. June llth/ 64

MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE,
CoMD.G A. P.
GEN.

Col. Comstock who visited the James River for the purpose of
ascertaining the best point below 'Bermuda Hundred to which to
march the Anny has not yet returned. It is now getting so late
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however that all preparations may be made for the move, tomorrow night, without waiting longer.
The movement will be made as heretofore agreed upon: that is,
the 18th Corps make a r.apid march with the Infantry alone, their
wagons and Artillery accompanying the balance of the Army, to
Coles Landing or Ferry, and there embark for City Point, loosing
no time for rest until they reach the latter point. The 5th Corps will
seize Long Bridge and move out on the Long Bridge Road to its
junction with Quaker Road, or until stoped by the enemy. The
other three Corps will follow in such order as you may direct, one
of them crossing at Long Bridge and two at Jones Bridge. After
the crossing is effected the most practica[ble] roads will be taken
to reach about Fort Powhatan. Of course this is supposing the
enemy makes no opposition to our advance.-The 5th Corps, after
securing the passage of the balance of the Army will join, or follow in rear of, the Corps which crosses the same bridge with themselves.
The wagon trains should be kept well East of the troops and
if a crossing can be found, or made, lower down than Jones' they
should take it.
very respectfully
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
P . S. In view of the long march to reach Coles Landing, and the
uncertainty of being able to embark so large a number of men there,
the direction of the 18th Corps may be changed to White House.
They should be directed to load up transports and start them as fast
as loaded without waiting for the whole Corps, or even whole Divisions, to go together.
U.S.G.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. 0.R., I, =vi,
parts, 745-46.
On June 10, 1864, B.rig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls 'Wrote to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams concerning boats to move the 18th Army Corps to Bermuda Hundred. Ibid.,
p. 724. At 11:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this letter. ''Respectfully forwarded. I agree with General Ingalls in the suggestion that Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs be directed fo prepare the necessary transportation. In re-
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gard to the suggestion that the command should be embarked at the White
House, as it is only contemplated embarking infantry, I showd think the shorter
water route, from Cole's Ferry to Bermuda Hundred, would cause the operation
to be gre11tly hastened, although the facilities may not be so good for embarking
the troops." Ibid., p. 725.

To Col. Herman Biggs
Cold Harbor, Va. June 12. 1864
CoLBR1ccs
CmEF QUARTER l\tlAsTER 18TH A C.
Lt. Col. Dent of my staff has gone to Fortress Monroe and Bermuda Hundreds to make or rather communicate the necessary orders for securing the crossing of the army over James River at Fort
Powhattan. Special instructions however will were not
given to
send Ferry boats, Pontons &c that may yet be at Fort Monroe. Thiswill be understood hewever no doubt by Gen Butler from the instructions that have gone to him, but to expedite, I now direct that
you you forward up the James river all these things within your
charge1 and request the Engineer Officer at Fort Monroe for me to
send all the ponton bridge material he may have on hand.
Send also all the lumber you can, particularly the 2 inch plank
This will not be construed to interfere with sending the amount
of transportation to the White House heretofore called for
Respectfully &c

ee

u. s. GRANT

Lt Gen'l
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I , xxxvi,
part S, 7(>9. A variant copy is in DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. Herman Biggs of N. Y., USMA 1856, was serving as 2nd lt. and asst.
professor of geography, history, and ethics at USM.A when the Civil War began.
As lt. col. and chief q. m., Dept. of Va. and N. C., Biggs served under Maj. Geo.
Benjamin F. Butler.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
Hd Qrs Wilcox Landing
5 30 PM June 13, 186[4]
MAT. GEN. HALLECK,
CHF OF STAFF.

The advance of our troops has just reached this place Will
commence crossing the James tomorrow. Vlilson's Cavalry & Warren's Corps moved from Long Bridge to White Oak Swamp to
cover the crossing of the balance of the army. No fighting has been
reported except a little Cavalry skirmishing.
Smith's Corps went round by water & will commence arriving
at City Point tonight. 1

US GRANT
Lt. Genl
Telegram received, DN'A, RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Bound); (undated)
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies (entered as sent at 4:30 P.M.) ,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59. Printed as sent at 4:30 P.M.
in O.R., I, xl, part 1, 12; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 3.
1. On June 13, 1864, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins wrote to Maj. Gen. William F. Smith. "Send forward your troops, to Bermuda Hundred, as fast as they
embark, without waiting for Divisions. The object being, to get them to Bermuda
Hundred at the earliest possible moment." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59; DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James; ibid.,
l:lG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 17,

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. 811,tler
Hd qrs &c Clark House, 2 miles West
of Charles City C. H. Va. June, 13th 1864, 4-20 P. M.
MAJ GEN B . F. BUTLER.
BERMUDA HUNDRED,

Head of column has just reached this place. Will be at Fort
Powhatton to commence crossing by 10-a. m. to-morrow. Communicate with me if Infantry can be transferred rapidly from W il-
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cox's Wharf. If so please direct Quartermasters to make all necessary preparations

us. GRANT

Lieut Genl.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
12. On June 13, 1864., 7: 30 P.M., Lt. Col. Orville E. Babcock, sent by USG with
this letter, wrote to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler quoting the message in full.
ALS, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Also on June 13, l3utler
wrote to USG. ''Major Babcock has reported to me with your despatch-Owing
to the burning of the wharves, it may take a little time to be ready to transfer
troops from Wilcox Wharf to Windmill Point, which is directly opposite, but l
have ordered barges, landing material and water transportation down thereYou will then land about fourteen miles from Petersburg- There were this morning, but about two thousand men in Petersburg, partly militia-I can by three
o'clock to morrow, have three thousand well mounted Cavalry ready to cooperate with you against Petersburg-Gen Weitzel is at Fort Powhattan and will
have tw(} a bridges ready there, I think by ten A. M-to morrow. Gen Benham's
pontoon train will also be at Fort Powhattan to night-I should be very happy t.o
meet you at my Head Quarters'' LS, ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. 0 .R., I,
xi, part 2, 12. On the same day, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins wrote to Butler.
"You will please turn over to such Officers of the Quartermasters and Engineer
Departments as Maj Gen Geo G Meade Cornd'g Army of the Potomac may
designate all the Ferry Boats and other transportation available, including Ponton boats and bridging material, you have at your command, to be used in c:rossing the Army to the south side of the James River This is not intended to interfere with any bridge you may have laid absolutely necessary for your operations.
Also immediately cause the boats you have loaded with stone to be sunk so as to
obstruct navigation at a, point in the James River above where our Gunboats run,
but within reach of their protection that they may prevent the enemy's removing
them should he attempt to do so" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (incomplete) DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N". C.; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 12-13.
On Dec. 22, Bvt. Maj. Gen. John G. Barnard wrote to Lt. Col. Theodore S.
Bowers recommending bvt. promotions for engineer officers involved in laying
the pontoon bridge over the James River in June. ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, B78
CB 1865. On Feb. S, 1865, Maj. Gen. George G . Meade endorsed a variant copy
of this lette.r. "Respectfully returned to Head Quarters Armies of the U.S. Brig.
Genl. Benham, Major Luby, Captain Livingston, Maj. Chester Cap't Clapp and
Cap't Templeton, are all officers belonging to the Engineer Brigade attached to
this army, and would have been recommended b}"me for promotion, when others
were so recommended, if in my judgement, their services had entitled them to
this distinction. I did not recommend these officers because, although I most
cheerfully acknowledge, they have performed their duties in a most creditable
and .satisfact.ory manner, yet the character of these duties has not, in my opinion,
been such as to justify promoti.on. Until the throwing of the bridge across the
James, these officers were serving in Washington, and since the construction of
that bridge, they have been at City Point. In the construction of this bridge, the
approaches, and considerable portions at each end were laid before the arrival of
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these officers-but even .bad they executed the whole, the building of a bridge,
without opposition from an enemy, is not such services, as to entitle officers to
promotion. Whilst therefore, I do not desire w to detract from the meretorious
services of these officers, I cannot recommend their promotion, for if I did, it
wou1d compel my recommending every officer of this army, who has done his duty
in the campaign, whlch has not been the rule governing my action, and from
which I cannot consisteJJtly depart. At the same time, it is not my intention to
object to the promotion of Brig. Genl. Benham. From all I can learn, Genl. Benham's services, prior to my assuming command, entitle his claims to consideration, and 1 now only refer to the service performed by him under my immediate
directions.'' ES, ibid. On Feb. 4, USG endorsed the letter. "Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General of the Army. and attention invited to the endorsement within of Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade, Com'd'g Anny Potomac, which endorse,.
ment I approve." ES, ibid.
On March 21, Meade wrote to Bowers. "Some time since, a letter of Bvt.
Maj. Genl. J. G. Barnard recommending Brig Genl. H. G. Benham for promotion, was referred to me. On returning this communication, I endorsed on it,
the principle which had governed me in making nominations for Brevets, and on
which I had not considered the services of Genl. Benham & certain of his staff
officers, as justifying me in presenting their names.-Mere meritorious & faithful
services in conJ]ection with military operations do not entitle officers in, my
judgement to promotion by Brevet, which should be confined to distinguished
good conduct & gallantry in the field & in the presence of the enemy.-! find
however that this rule does not govern the War Dept in the appointments that
have been made-numerous officers of this army of different staff departments,
precisely in the same category as Brig Gen! Benham, besides many officers in
the Departments at Washington & elsewhere, having been brevetted for 'faithfu]
& meritorious services'-! learn also that an application has been made for the
promotion of Brig Gen! Benham, by my predecessor in comma.pd of this army,
for djstinguished services in the presence of the enemy at Chancellorville &
elsewhere.- Under these circumstances, fearing my action, may operate to the
injustice of Gen! Benham, by excluding him from a promotion given to others,
who have no greater claims, but were more fortunate in the superiors thro' whom
their claims were presented to the Dept-I have thought it my duty to state that,
the failure to adopt as a rule, the principle enunciated by me, entitles Brig. Genl.
Benham & those officers of the staff recommended with him, to the pI'omotion
asked for them.-Brig. Genl. Benham has been most earnest & faithful in the
discharge of all the duties assigned to him-He has moreover designed and intoduced into the service-a light shovel for pickets, which is universally approved,
and is really a very valuable.suggestion-and in view of all these facts I desire to
withdraw any objection to his promotion, and to recommend the same.-This
communication is forwarded for the information & action 0£ the Lt. Gen! Comdg
as the letter of Brvt Maj. Genl. Barnard was referred to me by his order.-" ALS,
ibid., B447 CB 1864. O.R., I, xlvi, part 3, 63. On March 27, USG endorsed this
letter. ''Respectfully forwarded with the recommendation that Brig Gen, H W
Benham be brevetted as Major General" ES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, B447 CB
1864. On March 22, Brig, Gen. Henry W. Benham wrote to Bowers. "I have
this day received fro111 Col. Ruggles. the copy of a letter of General Meade ~
yourself for Lieut General Grant, in which he recommends my promotion alluding at the satne time to more dangerous services in the field, under his predeces-
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sor-for which as I have only recently beeo informed, that predecessor-Genl
Hooker;-had forwarded to the Departments some months ago-a strong and
decided recommendation for promotion-As I understood Genl Barnard, heGen Hooker confirmed that fact in a personal interview with Genl Barnard but
a short time since. As to the principal of these services under General Hooker,
I may say that I believe they were the successful laying and reJD.Oval of the
ponton bridges, during the ChanceUorville campaign-in which 14 bridges were
laid and removed-by my brigade on the Rappahannock, between the 29th of
April and the 7th of May 1863.-with the most entire success, and of these fully
one half were constructed under my own personal supervision, the greater portion
of them under fire,-As the most successful of which I would take leave to refer
to the three laid under my eye at Franklins crossing, upon the morning of the
29th of April-where by the precautions taken by my directions, of which Genl
Sharp (on General Grant's staff) is at least one personal witness, now herealthough there was severe firing and some of our men wounded-and my own
horse shot under me-not a man of all our forces there was killed. I have referred to this affair especially in case the Lieut General should consider the letter of Geol Meade favorably, and desire the date of any special service under
Gen H I also enclose copy of my letter to Gen Humphreys in relation to the
picket shovel-with his endorsement-to whlch some remarks and notes are
added.-& of the date July 28, 1864.,, LS, ibid.
On May 31, Benham wrote to USG. "1 desire to lay before you a matter
which, whatever others may think of it, I know you will feel that any soldier
would be ei;cused in bringing to your notice-and in asking your aid and action
in the case l find in the brevet appointment as Major General of Volunteers
recently conferred upon me-that it is stated it is given for 'faithful and meritorious services during the war'-as though 1 had not had the opportunity of
commanding or doing effective service in any of its battles-for which battle
services as you are aware if effective-I believe it is the invariable rule-to refer
in a brevet commission to the bravery or gallant conduct of the officer-which
cannot but add greatly to the value of the compliment given-to any one with a
true soldiers feelings-Though the duties, which for the most part I have performed with the Engineer Brigade, for the past two years, have not been so
much those of battle service, yet I feel that I have been at other times greatly
exposed in battle during this war, of which fortunately there is the written record
from some of my different commanding officers- which I would now respectfully
submit to you herewith-I think I may ask of you that the terms of that appointment might be changed to such as will bear some testimony to my having
done such service in battle. And I feel I may be excused £or stating to you
briefly-some of the occasions on which I have been on duty and exposed uµder
the fire of the enemy-in confirmation of the statements in these letters At
Corricks Ford where Gen Garnett fell and I was in sole command-I was one of
the few (some 6 or 8 only) mounted persons on that field and perhaps a.s much
exposed as any other in the position I held between the Infantry & the Artillery
during all the contest. At Carnifex Ferry-I led the leading brigade and was in
advance of it ( to avoid masked batteries) when the fire of musketry & artillery
burst out, as my leading Lt. Colonel-stated 'heavier than in any of 12 pitched
battles he had seen in Europe'-and I did not leave that position for 200 yards
during the action- And beside other exposure under fire when I commanded in
the rout of Floyd in November, '61 I was afterwards-as the General present
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Commanding at the bombardment [o]f Fort Pulaski-as I passed each day back
and forth between tbe batteries under constant &- very accurate artillery fire that
was poured upon myself and Staff, the captured comwander admitteeing to me
that he fired on single men in passing between these batteries-And again even
with this Army and my present duties-I have had the opportunity of sharing
with my men the dangers of their unarmed labor under fire-During the Chancellorsville fights, I personally superintended the laying of seven bridges-and
nearly all of these under the fire of the enemy, having my horse shot under me
at one time-at another a Captain of Regular Engineers, (Cross-) and many
others killed & wounded-with-in a few yards of my position-And even later in
our last fight, on the 2nd of April when I brought up my men to the support of
Gen. Parke before Petersburg-I was for hours exposed in the same fort-and
in nearly the position where Gen Potter was so severely-supposed for so long to
have been mortally wounded-I do not mention or refer to these things in any
boastful way, far be it from me when so many others have been so much more
exposed, the contrary--J only regret, that I had not been permitted to serve the
country in its recent struggle-more often in its most dangerous hours of trialas so many others of our great and good Generals have done-But I have felt- I
might refer to these cases-in connection with the statements of Genls Motris,
McClellan & Hooker here enclosed- to show that in any acknowledgement of
my efforts from the War Department I might be justified in expecting-that
some of their commendations in reference to my services in battle should be referred to." LS, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
On Sept. 17, 1866, Benham wrote to USG. "As reports continue to reach
the officers of Engineers here that efforts are still being made for the sanction of
the promotions by selection for the increased rank constituted in the corps by
the late law of Congress-I have felt I might properly send to you a copy of a
letter to an Engineer officer here, from Senator Wilson-who I beleive drew upand was principally instrumental in carrying that law through Congress-a law,
that, by a published letter from yourseli General., appeared to have your sanction
also-Not knowing whether a former letter of mine upon this subject has
reached your notice I feel you will not object to the consideration of this enclosed letter-which is respectfully offered-with the belief that I have, t hat it
is your earnest wish to carry out all laws in their true intent and meaning-which
laws I think are only best explained by those who draw them up and pass them.
While at the same time I am unwilling to beleive that the rumored action on
this subject of promoting others over me, can have your sanction to such injustice to myseli-After as I beleive the most ample evidence can shew my
long continued faithful and efficient service in my own Corps' duties both in
peace and war- as well as other and effective service, in every way 1 was permitted, in command of troops on several occasions in the field. And in view ofthis I must feel that you will not, that you cannot permit the i!ljustice of my being
overslaughed-if-your action can prevent it." ALS, ibid., RG 94, ACP, 13447 CB
1864. On Sept. 19, USG endorsed this letter. "Respectfully refered to the Sec.
of War." AES, ibid. On Nov. 26, USG wrote to Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton. "I have the honor to recommend that Bvt. Brig. Gen. H . W. Benham be
breveted Maj. Gen. from March 13th 1865, in accordanc[e] with the rule that
has been generally adopted, that of breveting officers of the regular Anny to the
highest grade held by them in the Volunteer service either by brevet or otherwise." ALS, ibid.
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On March 20, 1875, Benham wrote to USG asking that he not 'be retired.
LS, <ibid. Benham retired in 1882.

T o Maj. Gen. George G. M ea.de
Charles City C. B. Va June 13th 1864.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.GA. P.
GENERAL,

I think it will be adyisabl to send the Cavalry, supported by a
Division of Infantry, at an early hour in the morning to Hill Carters
to see if that point cannot be secured for our crossing. This can be
done at the same time with the reconnoisance at Ft. Powhatan and
we can afterwards determine which to use.
I will direct Gen. Butler to turn over to the Engineers, and
Quartermasters you designate all tran[s]portation bridging &c. to
be used under their direction until the Army is crossed.
The Army of the P otomac will be put into camp at the nearest
suitable place on the South side of James River to where they cross
until further orders.
Very respectfully

U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
P. S. Direct the reconnoisance to ascertain if Malvern Hill is held
by the enemy and if they can, in what force.
U. S. G.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, Wru: Reco.r ds Office, Anny ot the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, pllrl
2, 3.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Burmuda Hundred
June 14th 1864. 1 30 pm
MAJ GEN H. W. HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

Our forces will commence crossing James River to day. The
Enemy show no signs of yet having brought troops to south side of
Richmond.
I will have Petersburg secured if possible before they get there
in much force. Our movement from Cold Harbor to the James
River has been made with great celerity7 and so far, without loss
or accident.
U . S.GRANT

Lt. Genl.
Telegram received (on June 15, 1864, 2:00 A .M.), 'DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108 1 Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4,5, 59,
67; Mr. and Mrs. Philip D . Sang, River Forest, Ill.; (facsimile) IHi. O.R., I, xl,
part 1, 12; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 18-19. On June 15, 7: 00 A,M., President Abraham
Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "I have just recd. your despatch of 1 P. M. yesterday-I begin to see it. You will succeed-God bless you all" Telegram received
(on June 16), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; copy, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 47. Lincoln, WorkB, VII, 393.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Charles City C.H. Va. June 14th 1864. 8. p. m.
MA.1. GEN. B. F. BUTLER,
CoMD.GDEPT. OF VA. & N. C.
GE.NERAL,

The Cavalry Commander, Gen. Wilson, reports that Ewells
and Hills Corps have taken up the line from Malvern Hill to Whiteoak. Swamp. I enclose you the evidence he has of this,1 in addition
to our Cavalry having encountered Infantry on this line. This looks
favorable for the success of your attack on Petersburg to-night.
Gen. Hancock's Corps, numbering about 28,000 men, will be
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all over to the South side of the James River, at Windmill Point,
before daylight, and will march in the morning directly for Petersburg, with directions however to halt at the point on that road
nearest City Point unless he receives further orders. If the forces
going into Petersburg find reinforcements necessary by sending
back: to Gen. Hancock he will push forward.
The rations of the 2d Corps, Hancock's, will be out to-morrow
evening. It will be impossible to supply him from here earlyer
than that. To have this Corps ready for service you will please direct your Commissary to send down by boat, to Windmill Point,
to-night, sixty thousand rations to issue to them. Without this precaution the services of this Corps cannot be had for an imergency
to-morrow.
Please direct one of the Army Gunboats to move down to Fort
Powhattan at once to remain there until the crossing of the Anny
is completed. If you can communicate with Admiral Lee I would
be pleased if you would request him also to send a Gunboat to remain in same way.
Very respectfully
U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 36.
On. June 14, 1864,, Lt. Col. Charles E. Fuller, q. m., telegraphed to Maj.
Gen, Benjamin F. Butler. "Lt. Genl Grant and a number of officers have left
here- for point of Rocks in the Tug boat Com Dupont-They have no horses with
them." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).

J . O.R., I, xi, part 2, 34-35.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Headqrs. Armies of the United States
Wilcox's Wharf, Va June 14. 1863[4]. 9½ am
MAJ. GEN. MEADE

CoM'o'G ARMY PoToMAc

There are three boats here for immediate use in crossing troops
and the officer in charge reports several others in the vicinity of
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Fort. Powhattan.
Expedition in crossing is what is wanted, and to secure this you
can cross from different points or all from one place as you deem
best. One Corps should remain on this side until the Artillery and
wagons are well over.

U. S.GRANT
Lieut General.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 19. On June 14, 1864, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins
wrote to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "The moment the Corduroy approaches
opposite Fort Powhattan are finished to the river, have the popton bridge laid,
and the river closed against the passage of boats until all your troops and trains
are crossed to the south side. Direct boats arriving with troops to debark them
below the bridge, f,om where they will marGh to their place of destination. When
you have completed the crossing of your army, have the ponton boats, bridging,
&c., taken to City Point." LS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 19.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from Bennuda Hundred
Dated June 15th 1864.

To MAJ. GEN. BUTLER,
Have just arrived. Will make Hd Qrs. at City Point. Have you
any news from Petersburg? No rations arrived yet for Hancock. I
started him however this morning on the road to Petersburg with
directions to stop at Harrisons Creek unless he should receive other
orders. Rations must now be sent for him by wagons as soon as possible to H . Creek. 30.000 will do but double that will be better. I
await answer.

U.SGRANT
Lt Gen
ALS (telegram seDt), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegr.ams Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 2, 72, Col. John W . Shaffer, chief of staff for Maj. Gen. Benja•
min F. Butler, endorsed this telegram. "I ansered. Gen! Butler at look out Will
forward Despatch to him Rations was sent down River to Hancock. Will forward etBeF more to him at once by land. Nothing heard here from Smith" AES,
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Area of Operations around Richmorul arul Petersburg
Prepared by Bllt. Col. William H . Paine for Henry Copple, Grant. and his
Campaigns: A Military Biography (New York, 1866), between pp. 388-89
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DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received. O.R., I, Jtl, part 2,
72. The ALS (telegram sent) is in DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On June 15, 1864, USG telegraphed to Shaffer. "Say to Gen. Butler as
fast as Gen. Meade's Army crosses the river they will march up to Harrison's
Creek. One of the Pontoon bridges bas been laid and in use since 1 a. m. this
morning. Nothing however is crossing yet but wagons and Artillery nor will
not until they are all over unless there should be a necessity." ALS (telegram
sent), ibid. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 72.
A.n undated telegram from Butler to USG may have been sent on June 15.
''My signal officer reports that a column of about 2500 cavalry was seen at 9.30
am on tumpike opposite R. R. Junction going toward Petersburg" Copy, DLCBenjamin F. Butler.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler and
Maj. Gen. William F. Smith
Hdqrs Armies of the U.S.
City Point Va. June 15th 3.30 P . M 1864
GEN BUTLER OR SMITH
The 2nd Corps 28,000 strong was directed to march this morning on the direct road from Wind-Mill Point to Petersburg stopping at Harrisons creek in the absence of further orders. I have not
yet heard a word of the result of the expedition against Petersburg,
but still hearing firing in that direction and seeing indications of
the enemy moving from the north to the south side of the James
river, I have sent back order,s to hurry up this Corps, If you
require it send back to Gen Hancock under cover to Gen Gibbon
with clirections for him to read, and it the corps will push forward
with all speed.
R espectfully &c
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen
MAJ

Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part
2, 73.
On June 15, 1864, 3:30 P.M., Lt. Col. Frederick T. Dent telegraphed to
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler. "Lt Gen Grant wishes to .know if you have heard
from Gen Smith" A.LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received (at 3:40 t>.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Of.
fice, Army of the Potomac. Printed as sent at 3:40 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 7S.
On the same day, Butler drafted his reply at the foot of the telegram received. "I
have not two GeBtlem of my Staff have gone with a Squadron of Cavalry to

so
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Communicate with bun will telegraph at once. at on hearing" ADfS, DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. 0.R., I, xl, part 2, 73.
At 3:12 P . M., 5:00 l',M., and 5:20 P,M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I
have been watching the progress upon Petersburg at the lookout. Thete has been
pretty sharp fighting and I could see the enemy withdrawing on one part of the
line and our forces advancing, but further I could not see. Smith must have at
least Fifteen thousand ( 15000) men with him besides cavalry and four ( 4) batteries of artillery. I cannot concieve of any more force being needed but if Hancock advances to Harrisons creek if I understand the place being the creek that
enters into the Appomattox above Port Walthall he will be within one mile of
Smiths point of attack and can afford aid. Nothing has passed down the railroad
since morning nor nothing last night that my lookout could determine. so up
to this there are no reinforcements save those that have gone from my front i£
any, but they have .not been seen to go down the turnpike which our lookout
commands The signal officer on the right of our line reports that a cloud of
dust ha11 been along the road during an hour and a half between Chaffins farm
and Richmond indicating the march of -.i body of troops there, they apparently
taking the course to the river. The signal officer further reports that there is a
long line of smoke at the North East indicating as he says 'the burning of much
powder,' or, it may be brush. Later he reports that a part of the troops and trains
have crossed the river and are coming in this direction" LS ( telegram sent),
DNA, :RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, O.R., 1, :icl, part 2, 73-74. "A civilian is just in
from die Gen Smith's line and reports that the 22nd U. S. Colored Troops carried
the rifle pits near Beasley's House at about 12 M, and that the troops were advancing-He left at 3½ o'clock, but brought no despatch from Gen SmithFrom my signal tower on the le~ fighting is seen going on in the direction of
due South which would bring it at the point where Gen Kautz should be making
his demonstration on the Norfolk road both artillery & infantry firing-The
rebel line of battle can be seen from the signal station-A battery is also reported
as opening upon our troops in the intel'ior of the town-From the right signal
station a six horse team is seen taking a siege gun across Chapins Bluff- " LS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, pnrt 2, 74. "The
lookout at the signal station on the right, just reports that clouds of dust are
seen on the north side of the James seeming to be caused by two brigades of
Infantry and about two hundred wagons and ambulances crossing Chpins
Farm." LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xi, part 2, 74. At
7:00 P.M., Butler transmitted to USG a signal of 6:20 P.M. "River Bk. Spring
Hill Sig. Sta. June 15th 1864.6.20 P . M CAPT. NORTON A train of eleven ( 11)
cars loaded with troops has just passed towards Petersburg. (Sgd) SERCT. GARRETT Sig. Corps" Signal received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac. On the same day, Col. John W. Shaffer forwarded to USG a telegram of 6:35 r.M. from Capt. Lemuel B. Norton, chief signal officer, to Shaffer.
''I have the honor to state that the Signal Officer at Gen. Terry's Head Qrs. reports that at 6 P. M. he observed one ( 1) regiment of Infantry crossing Chapin's
Bluff and another at 6.20 P . M, with wagons looking like pontons.... P. S. The
Sig. Offr. at the Tower reports that he sees nothing of Hancock's troops unless
his is the force still engaged in a line due South from the Tower. The battery on
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the outskirts of Petersburg has ceased firing." Telegram received,. ibid., RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 78.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
8: 15 p. m. Hd Qrs. Armies of the U. S.
City Pt. Va. June 15th/64

MAJ. GEN, BUTLER,
COMD.G DEPT. OF N. C. & VA,
GEN.

Your dispatc[b] received. Order Hancock up as you suggest.
I have ordered Gen. Meade to cross another Army Corps and
to direct them to march all night towards Petersburg. This order
was sent about 3 p. m. I think they will be up with Gen. Smith by
10 a m to-morrow
Respectfully

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 107, Teleg-rams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 15.
On June 15, 1864., 7: 15 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to
USG. "In your despatch you informed me that Hancock had been ordered to
Harrisons Creek. If you will look upon the map compiled in the Bureau of the
Topographical Engineers, Washington 1861 with additions and corrections by
Captain H L Abbot you will see that Harrisons Creek runs into the Appomattox
across the City Point railroad about four ( 4) miles from Petersburg-That is the
only Harrisons Creek I know. My messenger returning from General Smith says
that General Hancocks Corps is at Baileys Creek about five ( 5) or six ( 6) miles
in tlhe] rear [of] the position on H(ar]ri[s]ons Creek. I have ordered the wagon
trains with the rations out there under an escort of two squadrons of Cavalry,
and with your leave I will order Hancocks Corps to advance to Smith wbom I
have just beard has not beeo able yet to carry th.e interior line of the enemys
works. I would desire Hancock to move up in view of the possible reinforcemeots
of the enemy during the night. The boat that brings this to City Point will wait
answer" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
75. At 8:00 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG a signal of 6: 50 P.M. "No troops
are visible. Hancoks seems to be driving them slowly. The fight has been raging
with great violence for half an hour near Harrison's Creek A train of fourteen
( 14) cars loaded with troops just passed towards Petersburg, They also appear
to be sending troops on the 'Roads west of Petersburg, Another train of twenty
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two ('22) cars has just passed towards Petersburg loaded with troops." Telegram
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, ::d, part 2, 79.
At 8:45 P.1•,f. and 11:40 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "General Smiths
aid reports to me that at 7.25 General Smith carried the line of defences near
Jordans, before which General Gillmore paused, and is pushing forward for the
river. These are believed to be the only line of defences to Petersburg. At least
they were so ten ( 10 )' days ago I have sent a note to General Hancock in the
following words. MAJ GENL IIANcocK General Smith bas carried the outer
line of works, and the only defensive line of Petersburg. They are crowding down
troops from Richmond. General G-rant supposes that you will move out and aid
General Smith. Please move up at once to the aid of Smith and put the Appomat.
tox between you and Lee's Anny. This is unportant. I have already forwarded
you the same suggestion by M.ajor Ludlow. Provisions are on the way to you.
More will be started during the night. I will see you supplied. I can send you, if
needed, a couple of batteries of artillery. BENJ F BUTLER Maj Genl Comg
While writing the above have recieved your despatch and have added to General
Hancocks despatch the following words:, 'General Grant directs me to order you
up.' " "Lieut Davenport acting as my Secretary has just returned from Gen
Smith's front-He holds a line of from two miles to the left of the Jordan Point
Road to the Appomattox, five miles in all-I have sent him back word to again
push on to the Appomattox.-Gen Hancock's corps has [probably] joined him ere
[th]is-They were about five miles from him at half psst nine and were advanc•
ing-Geo Smith has captured thirteen guns and two hundred and sixty prisoners
-We have reason to believe that the enemy in this front has been reinforced, and
we have made every disposition to hold our own here- The colored troops fought
gallantly taking five guns" LS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 94, WaF Records
Office, At'.llly of the Potomac; telegrams received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Incomplete in O.R., I, xi, parl 2, 7~75.

To Maj. Gen. John Gibbon
City Point June 15th 1864

MAJ GEN GIBBON
Some of my staff who came up from Ft Powhattan report not
having seen the 2nd Corps marching as they passed. Orders were
sent for the Corps to march early this morning, and Gen Hancock
reported that the orders were sent at 6 a. m-Use all haste in getting
up. Smith carried the outer works at Petersburg to day and may
wam need your assistance-This order is intended for the whole
2nd corps and is directed to you supposing you to have the advance.
Communicate it to all the Div. Commanders and to Gen. Hancock
and push forward as rapidly as possible-Com.y Stores are now
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being loaded in wagons here for you and will reach you some time
to night on the roadU.S. GRANT
Lt Gen
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. Printed as received at 5:25 P.M. in 0.R., I, xl, part 2, 63. John Gibbon, born in Pa. in 1827,
raised in N. C., USMA 1847, was appointed brig. gen. as of May 2, 1862, severely wounded at Gettysburg, and promoted to maj. gen. as of June 7, 1864.
Commanding the 2nd Div., 2nd Army Corps, Gibbon arrived at Petersburg
during· the night of June 15-16. Ibid., I , xi, part 11 S66. See John Gibbon, Personal Recollections of the Ci'vil War (New York, 1928; reprinted, Dayton, Ohio,
1978), pp.243-44.

To Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock
Headqrs Armies of the U.S.
City Point Va June 15th/ 64 8.30 P . M.

-MAJ GEN HANcocK
Couo'G 2ND A. C.
GEN,
If requested by Gen Butler or Smith to move up to where Smith
now is do so. The enemy are now seen to be reinforcing Petersburg
by rail and by troops marching. So far however but two regiments
and eleven car loads have been reported. Your rations have gone up.
Rope they have reached you by this time. Gen Butler says he understands you have halted at a creek short of the one (Harrisons
Creek) to which you were to goRespectfully &c
U.S. GRANT Lt Gen.
P. S. If Petersburg is not captured tonight it will be advisable
that you and Smith take up a defensive position and maintain it
until all the forces are up. It was hoped to be able to ettpttffl! carry
Petersburg before the Enemy could reinforce their garrisonU. S. GRANT Lt Gen
Copy, DLC-USG, V, 67. Incomplete ibid., 45, 59; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.
Printed as received at 11: 12 P."M. and incomplete in O.R., I, xi, part 2, 60.
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On June 15, 1864, Maj. Oen. Winfield S. Hancock wrote to Maj, Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler. "My leading Divn connected with Gen Smith about 5 o c
PM I now have two Divns in line. they [are n]ow formed on his left I
have another Divn to place in reserve as soon as it arrives, it having found di£•
.ficulty in .finding its way on account of the darkness. The night iss of that nature
ill my having arrived at this point after dark I can deter[m]ine little about the
features of the country, and I cannot tell what the morning will bring forth But
I think we cover all of the commandg points in front of Petersburg. I am now at
the 'Bryant house' but am going to move to the vicinity of Gen Smiths' Head Qrs
in a short time. I will be glad if the provisions arrive early in the morning. I am
much oblige[d] for your offer of Artilery, and if my reserve Artiley does not come
up I may apply to you for some, but at present l think I have enough to place in
position as I know the country~~. I received a communica[tion) from
Gen Grant this afternoon but have not bad time to reply to it. You will oblige me
by sending a copy of this communication to him. Gen Smith and myself have
examined the country but cannot determine the exact position of the enemy."
ALS, DNA, RG 109, Copies of Miscellaneous Correspondence. D.R., I, xl, part
2, 60-61. On J une 16, 9:30 ft.,M ., Butler telegraphed this message 'to USG.
Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. D.R., I, xi, part 2, 61.
On June 15, 4:45 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade signaled to USG. "The
following received from Wilson. Col Chapman at 9.45 from Haxalls reports the
Enemy occupying Malvern Hills with Cavalry in force. Prisoner from Picketts
Division who was taken at his home says he left his Division this morning on its
way to Drury's Bluff & that all the infantry are moving that way. The main train
is now crossing the bridge-before its arrival I opened the bridge for an hour or
so, not requiring it, & passed through the rear of Smitl1's command & our depot
fleet.-1 propose to make our depot at City Point-" Copies, DNA, HG 108,
Letters Received; (misdated June 10, 2:00 P.M.) ibid., RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi; DLCAndrew Johnson. D.R., I, xi, part 2, 49. On June
15, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins wrote to Meade. "Judging from indications the
Lt. Gen is of the opinion that the enemy are crossing from the north to the south
side of the James. He therefore wishes you to cross another Corps as rapidly as
possible and send it forward to its position. A night march may be necessary to
~ enable them to reach their position." LS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac. D.R., I, xl, part 2, 49. At 10:30 P.1\£., Meade wrote to
.Rawlins. "I have the honor to enclose for the information of the Lt. Genl. Comd.
an order just issued for the movement of this army.-At the present moment, the
9th Corps, artillery & trains have crossed the river, and will move promptly to
the front.-! expect by 12 a M tomorrow the whole of the 5th Corps will be
across & in motion for the front.-It will probably take till day light of the 17th
before the whole su,pply train will have crossed, and during that day & night the
Cavalry & 6th Corps should be over, and the bridge taken up.-Every effort will
be made to push the troops to the front I send a despatch just received from
Genl.. Wilson-it confirms my view that the enemy took first a position from
White Oak Swamp to Malvern Hill, and on discerning our movement, probably
Hancocks crossing, at once commenced moving to the South Side-They undoubtedly have a bridge above Drurys blu-ff, which with their rail roads will give
them an advantage-I will hurry up the troops all I can consistently with securing our long train which I do not like to leave outside of' our entrenched line.-
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I shall leave here about 9 or 10 tomorrow & will proceed at once to the vicinity
of Burnsides position •.• Burnside. will move all _night.-" A.LS, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 49. The enclosure.s are ibid., pp. 50-51,

71.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point Va. June 15th/ 64
DEARJULTA,

Since Sunday 1 we have been engaged in one of the most perilous
movements ever executed by a large army, that of withdrawing
from the front of an enemy and moving past his flank crossing two
rivers over which the enemy has bridges and rail-roads whilst we
have bridges to improvise. So far it has been eminently successful
and I hope will prove so to the end. About one half my troops are
now on the South side of James River. A few days now will enable
me to form a judgement of the work before me. It will be hard and
may be tedious however.
I am in excellent health and feel no doubt about holding the
enemy in much greater alarm than I ever felt in my life. They are
now on a strain that no people ever endured for any great length of
time. As soon as l get a little settled I will write Buck and Missy.
each a letter in answer to theirs and will write to Cousin Lomsa
who I have received another short letter from enclosing Buck's. I
want the children to write to me often. It improves them very
much. I forgot that I had received a letter from Fred. since I wrote
to him. I will answer his first,
Give my love to all at home. Did you receive the draft for
$800 00? It is all I can send you until the end of July.-Kisses for
you a nd the children.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.
1. June 12, 1864.
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To Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside
Near Petersburg June 16th 1864. 10.30 o'clock, A. M.

MAJ. GEN. BURNSIDE
CoMD.G 9TH A. C.
GENERAL,

Mass your Corps on the left of the 2d Corps in such position as
Gen Barnard Chief Eng. may direct and prepare as soon as possible
either for attack or defence. From appearances the enemy are massing heavily on our left and may attack this afternoon. If they do not
we want to prepare to improve the advantage gained by Smith last
night.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part
2, 97.

To Maj. Gen. Bertjamin F. Butler
l.15p. m.
City Point Va. June 16th 1864.
MAJ. GEN. BUTLER. COMD.G DEPT. VA &: N. C.
Whilst the body of the troops are engaged at Petersburg I do
not think it advisable to make an attack on the center of the enemy's
line. Their troops are now moving from Richmond to Petersburg
and at any time enough could be stopped oposite you to hold their
strong works. It would detain a force from going to Petersburg but
would attract attention to a point where we may want to make a reel
attack some days hence.
I have been up to-day and examined the work done by our
troops. The advantages gained are important.
U.S.GRAN1'
[Lt. Gen.]
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ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N, C., Telegrams Received. O.R.,
I, xi, part 2, 98.
On June 16, 1864, 7:45 A.M,, Maj. Geo. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to
USG. "The enemy have evacua\ed our front. I have ordered out Fosters Division
to make a reconnesance They Enemy have all gone to Petersburg. Hokes Division has come from the army of Northern Va. and gone to Petersburg-will try
to reach the railroad," LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; telegram received (datelined 7:00 A.M.), ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received.. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 97. At 8:00 A.M., Butler transmitted to
USG a signal message. "The signal officer at Geo!. Terry's Hd Qrs. reports at
7.30 AM that rebel troops were still crossing chaffins farm." Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. At 8:00 A.M. and 12:50 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "The news
from Smith continues to improve. Hancock joined him at 1 o clock AM and
formed on Smiths left. The Conflict was renewed at 4 30. this morning, Smith
has taken 17. ~ guns. 9. by white and eight by colored troops, who assaulted
and carried their advanced works Smith says they behaved admirably and he
is not a partial witness-This is the concurrent testimony of all As the enemy
have evacuated our front I would respectfully suggest whether the steamers at
Wilcox Wharf might not take the troops of one of the Corps to Bermuda. Then
in Conjunction with the troops of this line we could I think advance on the Rail
road and isolate Petersburgh and as only a part of Lee's army has passed down
cut it in two and hold it cut. Our line would be a short one and we could protect
our Flanks-At least we should hold an opening from which to envelope Richmond on the South Side and save marching The suggestion is a crude one and
is most respectfully submitted" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 98. "Geo Turner is now at Port Walthal J\lllction
with 5SO men all them tried soldiers he has, tearing up the Petersburgh R Road
Gen Terry has moved out on the Turnpike and and is endeavoring to strike the
Railroad there I have ordered Kautz Cavalry in as 1 am very much in need of
them to feel the Enemy on the Right" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press); telegram received, ibid., RG
.1 08, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 98.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
4.10 pm.
City Pt. Va. June 16/64
MAJ. GEN.

BUTLER

COMO. DEPT. OF VA & N. C.
GEN.

Your dispatGhes received and I have 11otified Gen. Meade of
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contents. Whilst at P etersburg this morning I directed troops to
be in readiness to make an assault to carry the remainder of the
enemy's works South of the Appomattix at 6 p. m. this evening.
Gen. Meade is on the field in person and has been directed to
make the assault if there is any chance of success.-T wo Divisions
of Wrights Corps were directed to get aboard vessels and come
directly to City Point. They will probably arrive about six this
evening. If you will still hold your present advantage when they
reach here I will send them to you. Now if it 'is possible we should
hold a position in advance of your present line. Can you not turn
the enemys works to face the other way and occupy their line. Let
me know if you are compelled to return to your old lines.
Very respectfully
your obt. svt

U.S.GRANT
Lt. Geo
ALS (telegram sent), deCoppet Collection, NjP; telegram received, DNA, RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 99. On
June 16, 1864, 3: 15 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to USG. ''1 have
just recieved the enclosed despatch from Genl Terry. It would seem that if this is
true that the evacuation of our front was a mistake or blunder of the enemy I
have very reliable information that Gen P ickett is upon our right. Our forces are
now engaged. I h ave order T erry Back to our lines as quickly as possible, holding the Enemy in check'' ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl,
part 2, 98-99. The enclosure is ibid., pp. 106-7.
On the same day, 3:50 P.M. and 5;'30 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I
have the honor to report that five vessels prepared for obstructions have been
sunk under the direction of Gen Weitzel at places pointed out by the Senior officer of the Navy- A requisition has been made by the Navy for another which
h as been ordered to be filled with stones for the purpose" "Despatch recieved
I have examine[d) an intelligent deserter & prisoners. The evacuation was an
Enormous blunder. Beauregard ordered out his troops and Longstreets Corps was
to occupy their places but Lonstreet did not get up. I h ave improved the opportunity to destroy some three miles of the rail road. I will order my p icket line to
hold if possible the line of the Afmys W Enemies Works But as the iine is so
much longer than my old line I cannot hold it with my present force. Il we can
hold on till Wrights two Divisions come up we may then hold it. Heavy skirmishing 'is now going on" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Col•
lected (Unbound); telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. OR.,
I, xl, part 2, 99. At 6:45 P.M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "Your ms-patch receJved. Wright is every moment expected to arrive and has been ordered to report to you. He lands at Point of Rocks There are two or three more regiments
of colored troops between the Pontoon bridge and Smiths command. You can
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take them at once" Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, il, part 2, 100.
At 7:35 P.M., Butler transmitted to USG a message of 7:10 P.M. from Act•
.Rear Admiral S. Phillips Lee, "Large bodies of troops, estimated by the gun-boats
at from 40,000 to 50,000, seen passing Deep Bottom from Malvern Hill toward
Richmond this afternoon," Ibid. USG endorsed this message. "Forwarded to
General M eade for information. This would show the enemy not yet on south side
of James River in great force." Ibid.
At 10:00 p .M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "What news from the front?"
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received.
O.R., I , x.l, part 2, 100. At 10:45 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "The exact
state of affairs in my front is this. At day break this morning my- the enemies line
was evacuated by the tl'oops defending it to go to Petersburgh from orders from
Beauregard, but to leave a picket line which should amuse us till Earlys division
should take their place. By a blWlder the pickets were withdrawn on a part of
the line This was endeavored to be corrected about 9 o Clock; but ou:r pickets
discovered the fact early in the morning and I ordered an advance along the
whole line. This finnked the remaining pickets and all are driven or captured
The railroad being thus open we moved upon it at once and after throwing out
a brigade toward our right to observe the enemy in the direction of Richmond
we commenced upon the R Road and have torn up the track for nearly three
miles piling up the ties burning them with the rllW! laid over them and in some
places digging down the embankments About two o clock the enemy appeared
in force on our right and drove in ou:r pickets forcing us back to their line of
entre.n chments and near the James back to Ware Bottom Church. If we hold what
we have now we CAA turn their line at any time after Wrights Corps which I
have not yet h eard of comes up. I sh all have three regiments on picket after I
withdraw five Regiment the whole eight befog left out thePe on that line to be
sure and hold it but as it leaves too large a force being nearly one half of my best
men to fight on a picket line and endangers the safety of my principal line I with
draw the five Regts. Specially as they have been working & fighting all day.
My right is within two miles of the Turnpike over which Lee must march as the
rail road is gone a;nd within one mile of the gun-boats we are dropping shells
upon it at intervals [ofJ once in three minutes which is the firing you hear" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Record<! Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at midnight
in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 101.

The Papers of Ulysses S . Grant

60

To Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock
Headqrs Armies of the U.S.
Near Petersburg June .16th/64 10.30 A. M.

MAJ GEN HANCOCK
CoMDG 2ND A. C.
GENERAL,
Push the ·reconnoissance in your front carefully to ascertain if
an advance can be made, and at what point, aest at about 6 P. M .
to day. Make all preparations for such an advance, but do not make
it without further ordets. This is not to be understood however as
an order preventing you from taking advantage of any weakness
shown by the enemy.
Gen Burnside has been directed to mass his Corps on your left
in position to be designated, or to aid, if the enemy should come
out and attack. In the absence of Gen Meade and myself, you will
take general control of all the troops now in position about Petersburg. Orders have gone to Gen Meade to come up in person and I
think be may be looked for at about 5 P. M,
Respy &c U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., 1, xl, part 2,
90-91. On June 16, 1864, 10:S0 A.M., Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock wrote to
USG. "The commander of the picket in front of General Birney's division reports
a column of the enemy about a mile long, moving to our left. General Burnside
is here at my headquarters, and his troops are close at hand. I also enclose a report of a signal officer on the same subj.ect." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 91. The enclosure is ibid.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Near Petersburg June 16th 1864,
10.15 o'clock, A. M.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE
COMD.GA.P.
GEN

Gen. Smith carried very strongly located and well constructed
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works forming the left of the enemys defences of Petersburg taking some prisoners and sixteen pieces of Artillery. The enemy still
hold their right works and are massing heavily in that direction.
Hurry Warren up by the nearest road to reach the Jerusalem plank
road about three miles out from Petersburg. As soon as you receive this and can give the necessary directions start yourself, by
steamer, and get here to take command in person. Leave your Hd
Qrs. train to follow by land. Put Wright in charge of all le& behind with directions to get the trains over as rapidly as possible to
be followed by the Cavalry the Cavalry to cut in as soon as the last
wagon gets within his, Wrights, lines.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
86. On June 16, 1864, 3:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG.
"Genl. Butler has sent a despatch ri:porting that his troops have advanced to the
Richmond R. Rd. & the pike without opposition-This is most remarkable in
my judgement & indicates the abandonment of Richmond & the holding of Petersburgh with the roads to Lynchburgh &: Weldon, thus preventing our forcing
them out of Richmond by holding the Peters & the Danville road-Barnard
&: Comstock have just come in from an examination of the lines. The latter is of
opinion an attack can be made to advantage-the former is also of opinion an attack is practicable, I have thereJore, ordered one for 6 o'clock,-" ALS, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 86.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Pt. Va. June 16th 8.35 pm 1864
MAJ. G EN. MEADE,
COMP.G A. P.
G ENERAL,

No part of the 5th Corps has yet arrived. Gen. Butler has not
reported the withdrawel of his troops from their advanced position.
-It was not my intention to take Wright from you for any longer
time than the imergency lasted. I think now he had better go to
Bermuda Hundred for to-night under any circumstances. It gives
him but a short march his steamers landing up the Appomattox
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near to where he is wanted, and to-morrow, if all is quiet he will
be near where Smith is and the change can be made.
very respectfully

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, rl, part 2,
87. On June 16, 1864, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. 35.
"The 6th Army Corps will proceed to Point of Rocks landing, on the Appomattox, where it will disembark and report to r.faj. Gen. B. F . Butler Com'dg &c, for
orders. Steamers of to great draught to go up the Appomattox will debark the
troops at Bermuda Hundreds" Copies, DLC-USG, V , 51, 62, 67. O.R., I, xi,
part 2, 88.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
[June 16, 1864, 10:30 P.M.]

The result of your operations this evening not yet being fully determined and not knowing appearances in front of you, I cannot
give positive directions how far or how hard you should push in
the morning-I will leave this to your judgment, knowing that you
will push any advantage that maY. be gained to night-If you do
not require Smith further than to bold his present line, you may
direct him to move all the troops he has, except enough for that, to
Bermuda Hundred in the morning and as soon as the other Division
of Wrights Corps arrives, put it in Smith's place and order his remaining Divisions up to join him-I have no further news from
Butler but have sent for information-I understand however that
besides the R Rd. destroyed our troops leveled much of the enemy's
line fronting us-I had previously asked the question if they could
not be turned to face the other way so that we might occupy them
-I will go out in the morning to see you1 after hearing from Genl.
Butler-

US GRANT
Lt. Genl.
Copy, Meade Papers, Pili. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 87. On June 17, 1864, 6:00 A,M.,
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG. "The attack was made at 6 p. m .
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yesterday, as ordered, on the whole of the front of the Second Corps and by that
corps. Birney made considerable progress, taking some of the advanced works of
the enemy and one of their main works of their first line. About 8 p. m. I directed
Burnside to form a strong column of attack to move from Barlow's left. This
column was organized and the attack made about 4 a. m. Burnside carried the
enemy's works, capturing 2 guns, 400 prisoners, and, he reports, two redoubts.
This advantage will be pushed. There has been continuous fighting all along the
line since the attack commenced at 6 p. m. yesterday. Advantage was taken of
the fine moonlight to press the enemy all night. The loss has not been great. A
rough estimate would make it under 2000 killed & wounded-I regret to say
many valuable officers are among this number- Col Kelly comd. Irish brigade Lt
Col McCreary 146. [145] Pa Vols are reported killed-Col Egan 40th NY. Lt.
Col. McGee 69. N. Y. Col Hopgood 5th N. H. wounded.-The 5th Corps reached
the ground about 11. P. M & will be placed in position this morning-Two
brigades of the 18th were taken to support & take part in the attack of the 2d
Corps-I can not ascertain from prisoners that any considerable part of Lee's
army is in our front-They report Hokes command, Bushrod Johnston Division,
Wise legion & some say Longstreet or a part of his corps are present.-Their
men llI'e tired, and the attacks have not been made with the vigor & force which
characterized our fighting in the Wilderness-if they bad been I think we should
have been more successfull-I will continue to press.-" ALS (incomplete) 1
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 117. On the same day,
Meade wrote to USG. "In addition to the report made this morning I have to
state that the 9th Corps captured Two redoubts with an advanced work around
a house- Four guns-450 prisoners and Three ~ colors Ii a eephH"ee tilee
Maj. Genl. Bumside reports that Genl. Potter in his attack was materially aided
by a co-operative attack made by Barlows division 2d Corps.- The existing situation is that Burn.side is preparing to renew the attack & Warren is taking position to cover our left flank, placing one division in line of .b attle and holding
the balance of his corps to meet any attack on our left flank which I anticipate
from the enemy so soon as Lee's army gets up;-it being the only point of our
position assailable-I am holding the 18th corps ready to relieve them so soon
as sufficient of the 6 corps get up to take their place~I would suggest this is a
good oppertunity to transfer from the 18th those troops belonging to the 9th &
Fenero to the 18th as my supply train will be to day near Bailys' creek where
it will be measurably protected by the army & with Wilson & the dismounted
men guarded from any cavalry attack-I think the bridge will be taken up by
nighfall & all the anny up by daylight tomorrow morning.-! have reason to
believe that 2000 will cover our casualties up to this moment including some .200
men captur[ed] from Barlow in one of his efforts to dislodge the enemy. The 9th
Corps deserve great credit for their attack this morning, as they were marching
all yesterday & the night before & had no rest last night being formed preparatory
to attacking.-" ALS, DNA., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, id, part .2, 11'718. See letter to Maj. Gen. GeorgeG. Meade, June 17, 1864. ·
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To Maj. Gen. William F. Smith
Headqrs Armies of the U.S.
Near Petersburg June 16th/6410.30 A. M.

MAJ GEN w. F. SMITH
COMD'G 18TH

A. C.

GENERAL,

Push the reconnoissance in your front with the view of ascertaining the best point and manner of advancing this evening at 6
P. M. if such an advance should be made ordered. Make all preliminary preparations for such an advance it ordered and at same
time hold all your forces not necessary for holding your present
line, ready to reinforce the left in case of an attack from that direction. 1n the absence of myself and Gen Meade, Gen Hancock by
virtue of seniority will have the general command of all the troops
now in position about PetersburgRespy &c
U. S. GRANT Lt Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., l, xl, part 2,
112.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. HaUeck

MAJOR GENL

H w HALLECK

City Point Va
11 a m June 17 64

CHFOFSTAFF

The 9th Corps this morning carried two more redoubts forming part of the defence[s] of Petersburg capturing four hundred &
· fifty ( 450) Prisoners and four ( 4) guns-Our successes are being
foll[o]w[e]d [up] Our [forces] dr[ew] out from within fifty yards
of the enemys entrenchments at Cold Harbor made a flank m[o]vement of an · average of about fifty five miles march crossing the
Chickahominy and James River-the latter two thousand feet wide
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and Eighty four feet deep at point of crossing and surprised the
enemys rear at Petersburg, this was done with out the loss of a
wagon or piece of artillery and only about one hundred and fifty
(150) stragglers picked up by the enemy.
In covering this move Warrens Corps and Wilsons Cavalry
had frequent skirmishing with the Enemy each losing from fifty
to sixty killed and wounded but inflicting an equal if not greater
loss upon the enemy-The 18th Corps, Smith's were transferred
from White House to Bermuda Hundred by water moved out near
to Petersburg the night of their arrival and surprised or rather
captured the very strong works north east of Petersburg before sufficient force could be got in them by the enemy to hold them. He
was joined the night following this capture, by the 2nd Corps which
in turn captured more of the enemys redoubts further south and this
corps was followed by the 9th with the result above stated.
All the troops are now up except two Divisions covering the
wagon trains and they will be up tonight. The enemy in their endeavors to re-enforce Petersburg abandoned their entrenchments
in front of Bermuda Hundreds. They no doubt expected troops
from north of the James River to take their place before we discovered it. Butler took advantage of this and moved a force at once
upon the Railroad and plank road between Richmond and Petersburg which I hope to retain possession of.
Too much credit cannot be given the troops and their commanders for the energy and fortitude displayed the last five days.
Day and night has been all the same no delays being allowed on
any account

u. s. GRANT

Lt Genl
Telegram received (on June 18, 1864, 7:30 A,M.}., DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RO 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, xl, part 1, 12~13; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 115-16. On June 15, Maj. Gen,
Henry W. Halleck wrote to USG. "I enclose herewith a list of regts & detachments forwarded to the Army of the Potomac from May 1st to date, making in
all 55,178. This is exclusive of those sent to Gen! Butler. I do not know the
amount of its losses, but I presume that these reenforcements will make that
army as strong as at the beginning of the campaign. You will have learned from
telegrams forwarded and official & semi-official statements by the press, that Genl
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Sherman is progressing favorably, that Genl Burbridge bas defeated & scattered
Morgans robber band in Kentucky, but that the expedition sent out by Genl
Washburne, about 9,000 strong, under Gen! Sturgis against Forrest was defeated at Guntown, M.iss. with great loss, We have as yet no details & only vague
reports of the disaster. The rebels having blockaded the Miss. River at Greenfield [Greenville], Miss., Gen! Canby sent Gen! A. J. Smith to attack & disperse
these blockading forces. I have not heard of the result. It is understood that as
soon as he accomplishes this object he is to go to Memphis, organize a proper
force and move against Forrest. It was fortunate that we wrung some forces out
of Genl Rosecrans to send to Memphis, otherwise that place would have been
seriously endangered by Sturgis' defeat. I think it probable that Forrest will now
move into middle Tennessee to cut Sherman's communications & capture some
of his dep6ts. I shall, therefore, order a portion of Gen! Burbridge's forces to
Nashville&: Huntsville, if it prove ttue that Morgan is virtually disposed of, and
the rumor of a second invasion of Kentucky proves, as I think it will, unfounded.
We are getting the new troops out of Illinois, Iowa & Wisconsin as fast as possible. I dont think they will prove efficient or be of much use before the expiratfon of their term of service ~
- I have uniformly opposed these short enlistments as money utterly thrown away. I have no news directly from Genl
Hunter as late as that recieved from your Head Qu'rs. &: rebel newspapers. Where
be is, and what he intends to do at the present time is merely conjecture. When
last heard from he was moving on Lynchburg; but if it be true that Brec)<.enridge
has moved with a superior force by Orange Court House on his communications
he will hardly be able to reach your army & may be obliged to fall back to
Western Va. If, however, Sheridan opens communication with him, the prob.
lem may be changed. In ignorance of what instructions he may have recently
r[ecei]ved from you I have simply 'Sent him the purport of your telegrams, without any orders, leaving him to act as circumstances may arise or as you may have
directed. I learn from Genl Sigel that he (lfunter) bas org,ered reenforcements
from West Virginia, but Breckenridge may prevept their reaching him. On the
whole, I feel, since your last change of base,. some apprehension for> his safety.
But this is one of the usual contingencies of every [c]ampaign where forces move
on seperate and distant lines. As nearly all our resources for supplying the losses
of our armies in the field are now exhausted, I have urged the resort to a new
draft. I think one will be ordered as soon as Congress will repeals the three
hundred dollar colllll'lutation clause. So long as that exists we cannot get men,
although a draft would bring some money into the treasury. I will write you in a
day or two on some other matters of importance now under examination in the
Executive Bureaus." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent (Press). O.R., I,~, parL2,
47-48. The enclosure is ibid., p. 48.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Pt Va
l P mJune 17. [1864]

MAJ. GEN

HALLECK.

CHF OF STAFF-

Gen Butler learns that Lee has sent Dole's & Kershaw's 1 brigade & Gordon's 2 Division to Lynchburg-They started Monday 3
& TuesdayIt will probably be too late to get word to Gen Hunter but he
will likely get word through his large Cavalry force-Such a force
as he has should never be surprised or find d.i:fficulty in making
their way to a place of safety if attacked by a superior force. The
only apprehension I have for Gen Hunter is that he may get out of
ammunition.
U.S. GRANT Lt [Gen]
Telegram received (on June 18, 1864, 9:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67, O.R., I, xuvii, part I, 644----45; ibid., I, xl, part.2, 116. On June 17, 3:00
P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "A German Engineer
officer who left Lees Army June seventh says that Pickett's division about s~
thousand Infantry & Breckenridge's division about seven thousand Infantry,
passed through Gordonsville in cars on the Sixth & Seventh against Hunter. He
did not see their cavalry or artillery. He estimates entire force left under Lee &
Beauregard from sixty to seventy five thousand, exclusive of Home guards (militia) in Richmond. He says that all damage to Rail Roads has been repaired and
cars run from Richmond to Charlottesville & Staunton. Lee's army well supplied
with provisions, but ammunition of inferior quality & much complained of. Many
of this man's statements are verified by others." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, xxxvii,
pnrt 1, 644; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 116.

1. Joseph B. Kershaw, born in S. C. in 1822, a lawyer-politician before the
Civil War, served as col., 1st S. C., before being confirmed as brig. gen. ,on Feb.
13, 1862. Appointed maj. gen. as of May 18, 1864., he commanded a div., 1st
Corps, which was in Petersburg on June 18. Ibid., p. 667.
2. John B. Gordon, born in Ga. in 1832, entered the- Civil War as capt. of
the Raccoon Roughs and rose to maj. gen. As commander of a div., 2nd Corps,
he reached Lynchburg, Va., before the U.S. Army arrived. Jo.bn B. Gordon,
Reminiscences of the Ci11il War (New York, 1903), p. 300.
3. June 1~.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Tel Office Bermuda Hundred
June l 7th/64 9.15 am

MAJ. GEN. BUTLER,
I have sent a Staff Officer to communicate with you and to go
out on your line and report what you think can be done with reinforcements and how many will be needed. It seems to me important
that we should hold our advantage gained yesterday and maintain
a position commanding the road between Petersburg and Richmond. With such advantage it seems to me we can always force a
heavy Column between the two cities and force the enemy to
abandon one or the other. I remain here for an Answer

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen

ALS {telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegramreceived (at9:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept.of Va, and N. C., Telegrams
Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 140-41. On June 17, 1864, 6: 30 A,M., Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler had telegraphed to USG. ''There has been no change during
the night. I have reinforced my picket line b[e]tween [whl)cb and the enemy
there has been [so]me slight skirmishing. I have rec[ei]ved one negro l'egiment
{and am] now awaiting the coming up [of] Gen W[r]ights Corps about 2000
only of which, have arrived. The enemy are reported in considerable numbers
on our right If you desire I wiD eB6e11¥0f te ffl¥e the when Gen Wrig[h]t[s]
troops get up and are refreshed by a little rest, I will endeavor to drive the enemy
back on the rail road or turnpike-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Reco:rds Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram recei~ed (datelined 6:40 A.M.) ,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 6:45 A.M. in O.R., I, xl,
part 2, 140.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
June l 7tb/64 10:20 a. m.

M.u. GEN. BUTLER,
I will get Smith's Corps to you as rapidly as possible. In the
mean time Wright will remain, only withdrawing as Smith takes
his place. In the 9th Corps, there is one Division of Colored troops
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which I think I will transfer to your command and transfer the old
Getty 9th Corps Division (Getty) te back. Burnside was expeeted
led to expect the return of this Div. to him long ago but to this time
I have declined sending it on the ground that the exigencies of service would not admit of the change.
I think Brooks 1 had better be assigned to the Command of the
10th Corps at once.
tf. s.
The telegraph will be working to my Hd Qrs. in a short time.
Send next dispatch there.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS (telegram sent.), DNA, R,G 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 11: 13 A.M.), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams
Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 141. On June 17, 1864, 10:10 A,M., Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Lt. Col Babcock and General Wietzel
have just gone to get the material for the information caled for in your despatch
Against the force at present designed for this point by Lee i e Longstreets
(Earleys) Corps either Wrights or Smiths Corps will be suffident preferably
Smiths as he and his officers know the ground Lee has sent Doles 8t Kershaws
brigades-Gordons Division to Lynch burgh they started Monday and Tuesday. There is nothing new in Peters burgh save Hokes Division Clingrnans brigade and Jobnsons Division-I learn that Johnson waggon train was ordered by
Lee to Chester in event of accidents to Peters burgh thus indicating & intention
of swing round on the upper James-I am trying the Rnil Road this mong. again
near Port Walthal Junction Will telegraph immediately on the return of
Babcock & Weitzel" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I,
xi, part 2, 141. At noon, Lt. Col. Orville E. Babcock telegraphed to Brig. Gen.
John A. Rawlins. "I have examined the ground in front of General Butler. I
agree with General Weitzel, that an advance should be made to drive them back
and build some works in our advance. I will bring you full information." Ibid.,
p.142.
l. William T. H. Brooks, born in Ohio in 1821, USMA 1841, served in the
Mexican War and held the rank of capt. on the eve of the Civil War. Appointed
brig. gen. as of Sept, 28, 1861, he was nominated as maj. gen. on Dec. 23, 1863,
but the nomination was withdrawn on March 23, 1864. He commanded the 1st
Div., 18th .Ar,my Corps, before his assignment to command the 10th Anny Corps
on June 17. He resigned as of July 14. See letter to Brig. Gen. William T . H.
Brooks, July 6, 1864,
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin P. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated June. 17 1864.
To MAJ GENL BUTLER
If you have no objections to withdrawing your order relieving
Genl Gilmore I will relieve him at his own request the way the
matter now stands it is a severe punishment to Gen! Gilmore even
if a Court of Enquiry should hereafter acquit him I think the
course here suggested advisable & would be pleased if you agree
to it though I do not order or insist upon it

us. GRANT,
LtGenl

Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 2, 286.; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 142. On June 17, 1864, 2:35 P.!\f., Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "I can have no objection to the course
you suggest in relation to relieving General Gilmore as I have no personal feeling
in the matter. Perhaps it would be better that the order should be dated on the
date of my order in consequence of other arrangement of command depending
upon Gen! Gilmores being relieved I have in accordance with your suggestion
and the necessities of the service assigned Gen Brooks to the command of the
troops of the 10th Army Corps serving in this department. lt would have been
done before but I was unwilling to take him away when he was hem winning
Laurels from before Petersburgh ¥au- waill s e e ~ As the 18th Corps is
coming back that objection is now removed" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received ( at 3: 30 P .M.),
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 11 xl, part 2, 142. On the same day, Butler
wrote to USG. "I send you the withdrawal of so much of my special order as
relieves Major-General Gillmore, according to your request, to take date as of
the day of its issue, upon the supposition that it is to be operative and simultaneous with yours, relieving him at his request." Ibid., I, xxxvi, part 2, 286. The
enclosure is ibid., p. 287.
On June 14., Butler wrote to USG. "I have the honor to inclose the report of
General Gillmore of his operations on Petersburg, with my indorsement thereon;
also a copy of a note to my chief of staff received in reply, also the reply furnished
him [Gillmore] by me at his request, and a copy of my special order of this date,
being the action taken upon the whole subject. I need not say to you how unpleasant a:nd painful this whole matter has been, and the necessity of taking the
action I h ave, which seemed to me imperative. The whole matter will be investigated by a competent court of inquiry. Not taking into account the loss of valuable lives in other engagements in the war, a more disastrous defeat has not been
sustained by the American arms than this has been to the success of the opera-
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tions on the south side of the J ames. Had the movement been a success, as it
easily might have been, Petersburg would have been in our possession, as all
subsequent and prior information shows it might and ought to have been, the
whole railroad destroyed effectually, the line of the Appomattox secured, and
the enemy's defensive works in our f.ront rendered useless. I also indose a copy
of the Richmond Sentinel with the account of the P etersburg Express of the af•
fair. It will be seen by that account that the enemy never discovered that Generals
Gillmore and Hinks with the real attacking column came against them at all,
They describe the movements of the real column of attack simply 'as feints to
deceive our forces' while the real movement for the surprise and capture of the
city was on the Jerusalem plank road coming to Petersburg from a southerly direction. On the two first roads ('i.e., the City Point road and the Prince George
Court-House road, upon which was General Gillmore's column) the enemy appeared in considerable numbers as early as 7 o'clock, and this skirmishing was
kept up for some time. I also inclose a copy of the map furnished General Gillmore, with a sketch of the line of fortifications, and an indication of hls and
General Hinks' position l\nd General Kautz's attack. I inclose official copies of
General Hinks' and General Kautz's reports of the same movement without indorsement, as they have been sufficiently commented upon in my reply to General Gillmore, furoi$hed at his request." Ibid., pp. 282-83,
On June 16, Lt. Col. Theodore S, Bowers issued Special Orders No. 35.
"Maj Gen Q. A. Gillmore U . S. V. under orders from Gen. Butler to proceed to
Fortress Monroe, has permission to remain at City Point until the General Commanding examines the papers relating to his case" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57,
62, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 88. On June 17, Bowers issued Special Orders No. 36.
"Maj Gen Q. A. Gillmore U. S. V. is at bis own request hereby relieved from
command of the 10th Army Corps serving in the Department of Virginia and
North Carolina, to take effect and date from June 14th inst. and will proceed to
Washington D. C. and report to the Adjutant General of the Army for orders.
His personal Staff has permission to accompany him" Copies, DLC-USG, V,
57, 62, 67; D NA, RG 94, Letters Received, 599A 1864. 0.R., I, xx:xvi, part 2,
287; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 1.20. Documents pertaining to the controversy are printed
-ibid., I, xxxvi, part 2, 273-96. Some time between June 19 and June 23, USG
endorsed to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton a group of documents sent by
Eutler bearing on the matter. Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58.
On June 21, Lt. Col. Martin P. Buffum, Point Lookout, telegraphed to Butler. "Genl Gillmore is here to see prisoners from Petersburg l refused permission- He has telegraphed W ashington to see them-" Telegram recei\'ed, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at2:00 P,M. in O.R., I , xi, part 2,
302. On the same day, Butler transmitted this message to USG. "What action
shall I t ake if any in this matter-Gen Gilmore refuses to demand a Court of
Inquiry & yet is preparing his Case-" T elegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I , xi, part 2, 302. On the same day, S: 15 P.M., Bowers telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore. "You will proceed at once to Washington in obeydiance to -your order." ALS (telegram sent), D NA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Dept. of the Cumberland; teleg,ram received, ibid., RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). 0 .R., I,
xl, part 2, 29$, See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 8, 1864,
6: 00 P.M.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City. Pt 6.45 [P.M;.]
Dated June 17 1864.

To MAJ GENL BuTLER
Your dispatch was recd some miles out on the Petersburg Road
hence the delay in answering-Smith has been ordered to join tonight- You need not send Wright back till I direct-if possible the
Enemy should be driven back and the Elevated point occupied by
you this morning fortified & held-if Wright is no longer required
you can relieve him tomorrow.

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
143; (incomplete) ibid., p. 151. On June 17, 1864, 4:40 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "I should be quite willing to make the exchange your note suggests getting the Colored troops and giving up the division
to Genl Burnside but there is one difficulty There is no such Division now as
Getty['s] Division the troops composing it having been differently assigned
Some I believe to be in North Carolina but of that I am not sure. And my adjutant
general office in the field gives me no information Smith sends word that he
desires to get back with the 18th Corps and will relieve Wright I ha¥e will
send him word that as soon as he will send up Martindales Division I will send
down one of Wright but this will interfere with the moving out if to be done
tonight" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, BG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
14-·2 -43.
At 5: 15 l'.M., Butler telegraphed tc;> USG. "The Enemy have formed in line
of battle and driven in Our picket line in front of our centre and advanced up to
their former line Shall we attack them in force Our artillery will open at
once upon their line" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegr11D1S Collected (Unbound) ; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O,R., I,
xi, part 2, 143; (incomplete) ibid., p. 151. On the same day, Lt. Col. Theodore
S. Bowers telegraphed to Butler. "Gen Grant is at the front, in vicinity of Gen
Meade's Headqrs Have sent your dispatches to him" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, BG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 6:00
P,M.), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received. OR., I, xl,
part 2, 143.
At 9:00 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. ''I have ordered a regiment of
100 day men ( 155th Ohio) to garrison City Point and relieve the Colored troops
there. Also another to Spring Hill to relieve the Colored troops there. I design to
concentrate the Colored troops-I have also garrisoned Wilsons Wharf lit Fort
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Powhatan the with the Ohio troops" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Anny of tbe Potomac; telegram received (at 9:05 P,M.), ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, :xl, part 2, 141.
At 9:45 P.M. and 10:45 P.M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "Has anything
been done this evening towards reoccupying the ground held this morning? I
was in hopes after gaining the Railroad you would be able to fortify a position
that would command it & render it useless to the enemy if this is yet within
your power I want it done." "The following dispatch just received. from Genl
Meade & in consequence the order relieving Smith has been suspended, he may
probably be sent to you tomortow-" Telegrams received (the first at 10:45
P.M. ), DNA, RG 3931 Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I , xl, part 2, 143-44. The
enclosure was datelined 9:00 P.M. "General Burnside made, about 3 p. m., an
attack with Willcox's division, which succeeded in gaining a position in advance
of the works taken this morning by Potter. This evening at 8 p. m. a third attack
was made by Ledlie, of Burnside's corps, which resulted in carrying a line of
intrenchments, which prisoners taken iti it say is the enemy's main and last line
at that place, and that there is nothing behind it to Petersburg. General Wanen
immediately sent in two divisions to support and hold Burnside's acquisition. I
have sent orders to Burnside and Warren to continue operations if anything decisive is likely to result, if not, to hold on till daylight, when, if the theory that
the enemy's main !foe bas been penetrated is confirmed, I will assault vigorously
with the Fifth, Ninth, and Second Corps. In view of this contingency I shall only
relieve Smith in part with one division of the Sixth Corps and defer relieving the
balance of his force till the result of to-motTow's attack. I have received no detailed report from Burnside, and cannot, therefore, report casualties ol' prisoners."
Ibid., p. 118.
At 11:30 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. 111 am sorry to say nothing has
been done or even a vigorous attempt made. I gave the following orders at the
times indicated & after waiting a long· time I sent out one of my Aides to learn
why they were not executed & received the following reply which is sent for the
information of the Lieut. Genl •Gen! T errys Rd Qrs 10.20 PM June 17th
1864 Maj Genl B UTLER, After conference with Genl Terry and Col Abbot
& after examining the best survey of the localities I am of opinion that while we
may carry the line in front of Battery No 4 now occupied by the enemy it is
doubtful whether we can hold it. the advance position of the enemy take their
lines in flanks & their position we can hardly hope to get tonight. A successful
assault will therefore probably be finally repulsed whether or not this risk
should be undertaken depends much on whether the movement is offensive or
defensive if the latter my judgement is against it. If the former & it can be
instantly followed up by an adequate force, I should advise that the .risl!: be undertaken. My troops are .s till held in reacliness to move. My own opinion that this
advanced position should be taken & held only when we are prepared to take &
hold the whole line on the right 8c left to the two rivers. Please instruct me as
to what you desire in the matter H. G. WRJGHT Maj-Genl Comdg' •Genl
WRIGHT It is impossible to get on if orders are not obeyed sd B F BUTLER'
'From Genl Butler's Hd Qrs 7.12 PM 17th To Genl TERlW I desire the
most strenuous efforts made to retake the line which we held this morning. it
is most important. B F B U'TLER Maj Genl' 'Genl Butlers Hd Qrs 7.15 PM.
17th To Gen W RtGlIT, I have sent Genl Terry orders to make the most strenu,
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ous efforts to retake the picket line of this morning it is important. Please aid
him with your whole force BF. BUTLER Maj Genl' n ALS (telegram sentincomplete), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 393,
Dept, of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Incomplete in O.R., I, xl, part .2, 144.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Armies of the U States
June 1(7] 1864.
MAJ. GEN MEADE,

CoMn.cA.P.
GENERAL,

Reliev[ e] the 18th Corps from the trenches as soon as possible
and direct it when relieved to return to Bermuda Hundred.
The two Divisions of Gen. Wright's Corps now with Gen Butler will be directed to return to you as soon as relieved unless the
report of Gen. Witzel 1 & Col. Babcock now out on a reconnoisance
on Gen. Butler's front should demonstrate the practicability of an
advance there and the necessity of a greater force than would be
left after Wrights withdrawel. It will be determined to-night probably whether it will be necessary to retain Wright or not and orders
given him directly from my Hd Qrs. notifying you of what they
may be.
Gen. Smith should be got back to Bennuda Hundred during
the night.
Respy
U~ s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. Q.R.1 I, xi, part 2,
US. See letter to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, June 16, 1864.
1. Godfrey Weitzel, born in Ohio in 1835, USMA 1855, served in the Corps
of Engin.eers and at USMA as professor of engineering before the Civil War.
After his appointment as brig. gen. as of Aug. 29, 1862, he commanded troops
in the Dept. of the Gulf and led a div. in the siege of Port Hudson. In the Va.
campaign of 1864, he commanded the 2nd Div., 18th Army Corps, and served as
chief engineer, Dept. of Va. and N. C.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
Headquarters Armies of the United States
City Point Va June 17th 1864 10 P. M.

MA.r. GEN. MEADE
COMDGA.P.
GENERAL

Your note brought by Capt Mason 1 just received The news
is good and I hope your efforts in the morning wm impro'Ve it. You
have done right in suspending the order in part relieving Smith
from your front and you are authorized to suspend it all if you deem
it available advisable to do so li Smith has been drawn out of the
line and not yet moved away it will give you bis whole force for an
attack or support as you may deem most advisable
Respy Your obt svt
U. S. GRANT Lieut. Ge.n.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67, DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 119. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler,
June 17, 1864.
l. Addison G. Mason of Pa. served as 1st lt. and adjt., 5th Pa. Reserves,
then was appointed capt. and aide as of April 25, 1863.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point l. a. m.
Dated June 18 1864.
To GENL BUTLER
Your despatch just recd as you were unable to make the attack
at the time first ordered you will suspend the attack you have ordered to be made bowes this is day [between this and daylight] but
hold all your Troops in readiness to take advantage of any weakening of the Enemy in your front that may be caused by their with-
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drawal of Troops to reinforce Petersburg against an attack that will
be made there by Meade in the morning
U.S.GRANT

Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. 0.R., I, xl, part 2,
197. On June 18, 1864, 12: 15 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed
to USG. 'IJ have directed the attack to be made betwixt this and day break-ruid
if the line is got to intrench and hold it" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (marked as sent at 12:20
A.M., received at 12:30 A,M,), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part
2,197.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point 8.15 am
Dated [June] 18 1864.

To MAJ GEN BuTLER
Send two ( 2) of the Army Gunboats if they can be spared if they,
& one if two cannot go up the Pamunky to White House to remain
& guard the river from West Point up until the garrison is removed.
A small garrison was left at White House to cover the return of
Sheridan & Hunter & to hold the Railroad bridge for them to cross
on.

U. s. GRANT
Lt Genl.
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, x:xxvi,
part 3, 777; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 197. On June 18, 1864, 9:40 A.M., Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Despatch concerning the sending of
Army Gunboats to the Parn[un]ky [r]ec[eived_ I] had sent Graham with the
J esup & Chamberlain down the river to protect transports from the light guns at
Wilcoxs Wharf Will send down the River an order that the two best boats go
at once upon the Pamunkey." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 777; ibid., I, xi, part 2 1 198.
On June 15, Brig. Gen. John J. Abercrombie, White House, Va., wrote to
Brig. Gen. Seth Williams concerning guerrilla activity nearby. Ibid., I, xxxvi,
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part S, 776. On JUDe 17, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this letter. ''Respcfy. referred to the Lt Genl. Comd. I am not apprised what arrangements
have been made for preventing the obstruction of the navigation of the PamUD•
key-the only trouble I can anticipate with Genl Abercrombie-li none have
been made 1 would suggest Admiral Lee's detaching two or three gun boats to
prevent the enemy from interrupting communications at Cumberland bar &
other points below-" AES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part S, 776-77.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June. 181864.
ToMA..JGENBUTI.ER

If you can dispense with Wright, direct him to join Gen Meade
with his Command, so that the balance of the 18th Corps can be
returned to you Before starting in th.is campaign I directed a
siege train to be put afloat subject to my orders I understand that
it came to Ft Monroe some time since & was under the impression
that it had come up here. Do you know anything about it? Col
Abbot was in command.1

u. s. GRANT.

LtGenl
Telegr.am received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
HIS. On June 19, 1864, 12: 10 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed
to USG. ''I have ordered one clivision of Wrights C-0rps to march to Genl Meade
at Daylight tomorrow morning-The other to match a,s soon as the troops of the
18th Corps come in. Col. Abbot siege train was a.Boat at Washington the last I
heard of it. I have sent for him to get information-will forward it as soon as
received" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (misdated June 18), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xi, part .2, 221.
1. Henry L. Abbot of Mass., USMA 1854, served as a topographical eng,ineer before and during the early part of the Civil War. Appointed col., 1st Conn.
Art., as of Jan. 19, 1863, he organized the siege art. for the Va. campaign of
1864 and commanded that of Butler. On June 19, l:!30 A,M. , Abbot wrote to
Cot John W. Shaffer, chief of staff for Butler, "My train is afloat at Washington
Arsenal in Charge of Capt. S. P. Hatfield 1st Conn Arty. Gen. Hunt knows all
details of its composition-" ALS, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Un•
bound). Butler then telegraphed this message to USG. AES, ibid. On June 19,
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10:00 A.M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Please order
the Col. Abbott's siege train forward" Telegram received (at 5: 50 P.M. ), ibid.,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 201. On June 20, Halleck telegraphed to USG.
"The last of the siege train bas just started, the ooehorn mortars included." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., 1, xi, part
2, 2.30.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from Grants hdqrs 10 PM
Dated June 18th 1864.

To MAJ GENL MEADE
I am perfectly satisfied that all has been done that could be
done and that the assaults today were called for by all the appearances and information that could be obtained Now we will rest
the men and use the shade for their protection u[ntil] a new vein
can be [s]truck As soon as Wilsons Cavalry [i]s rested we must
try & cut the Enemys lines of communication In view of a temporary blockade of the river being possible I think it advisable that
supplies in depot should be kept up to full twenty 20 days besjdes
ten 10 days in wagons & haversacks If nothing occurs to prevent
I shall be absent tomorrow from ten 10 A. M. to about three 3 P. M .
up the river near the Naval Fleeet
U.S.GRANT

Lt Gen[er]a1
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, Wnr Records Office, Army ot' the Potomaci
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59~ 67; Meade Papers,
PHi. OiR., I, xl, part 2, 157.
On June 18, 1864, 5: .30 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG.
"On advancing this morning the enemys w[orks] of yesterday were fou[n]d
[e]vacuated-Prisoners & deserters report that the enemy fell back about 2 AM.
to a shorter line, said to envelop the R. R. bridge & to be about one mile from
Petersburgh-My lines are advancing & will continue to do so till the enemy is
found & felt-further movements will depend on the developments of the morning-Ledlie was forced back last night from the advanced position he had taken
-his command suffered quite severely in his attack-The men r,equire rest & it is
probable unless some favorable chance presents itself, that we shall not do more
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than envelop the enemy I have made every effort to open telegraphic communication with you & hope this morning to st1cceed.-" ALS, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received. 0.R., I, xi, part 2, 156.
At 9:00 A.M. and li:00 t>.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to
USG. "Burnside has been moving to right to connect with Hancock. Have not
-yet heard that connection is complete, but an attack is ordered.. . . Gen Burnside
wishes to know if Wright & Warren have attacked" ALS (undated telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xi, part 2, 155.
'IBirney made an assault an hour ago-vigorous with nine brigades but was
repulsed with considerable los.s . The attack is reported to have been well made
and the troops still in good condition. Burnside is about attacking or has done
so, but nothing has been heard from him yet.-nor any heavy firing." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I,
xi, part 2, 155-56.
At 4:25 P.M., USG wrote to Meade. "How do matters stand with you now?"
Copy, DLC-USG, V, 67. Cancellation marks through this message indicate that
it may not have been sent.
At 6:30 P,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "No r.e porl from the front since
Comstocks report-Birney & Martindale (6 & 18th) are quiet-Wan-en & Burnside are still advancing & I have yet hopes that a successful assault may be made
- I fear however frmn indications that Beauregard has been reinforced by Lee
Birneys attack was formidable nine brigades in columns of regiments-men behaved well & yet they could not carry the lines-I w;ll report as soon as matters
are settled" ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl,
part 2, 156. At 6: 50 P .M., USG wrote to Meade. "I think after the present assault, unless a decided advantage presents itself, our men should have rest, protecfuig themselves as well as possible. If this assault does not carry we will try
to gain advantages without assaulting fortifications" Copies, DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (misdated June 13) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 156.
At 9:50 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I advised you of the withdrawl
of the enemy this morning from t he position occupied 1:ist night-I immediately
ordered an advance of the whole line, which in a short time found the enemy in
force in an interior line about one mile from Petersburgh-Having taken numerous prisoners, all of whom agreed in th.e statement that there was no force
in our front but Beauregards composed of 3 Divisions Ransoms (or Clingmans)
Bushrod J ohnstons, & Hokes-I determined to endeavor to force them across the
Appomatox I accordingly directed strong columns of assault to be advanced at
12 m by Warren Burnside, Birney & Martindale the latter commanding two
,divisions of the 18th & one of the 6th corps-Thls attack was made punctually
by Mm-tindale with success, he occupying the enemys line & taking some Forty
prisoners-Birney who assaulted in Gibbons front (his left) was unsuccessful
Warren was not quite ready & Burnside whose movements we.r e some what connected with Warren delayed also-About 2 p. m Warren & Burnside commenced
advancing & made considerable progress without coming in contact with the
enemys main line About 4 p m Birney made a vigorous assault with nine
brigades in columns of regiments, but was not able to carry the enemys line
Martindale also failed m an attempt to advance-Both these officers reported
the enemy in very strong force with heavy reserves masked in rear from which

The Papers of Ulysses S. G,rant

80

I inferred that Lee has reinforced l3eauregard.-These assaults were all well
made &: I feel satisfied that all that men could do under the circumstan[ces] was
done 1 directed Birney &Martindale to secure their acquired ground & entrench
their positions-At 7. P M Wilcox of the 9th Corps assaulted but with no better
success than the others-Warrens assault about the same time was also without
resu1t.-This terminated operations on our part-Our advanced lines are held &
will be entrenched-The result of the last three days operations bas been the
driving the enemy from two lines of entrenchments-the capture of 4 guns 4
colors & about 500 prisoners-Our losses particularly today have been severe
tho not more so, tha[n] would be expected from the numbe,rs engaged-It is a
source of great regret that I am not able to report more success but I believe
every effort to command it has been made-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at 10:00
1',M.) , ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 156-57. The operator
noted on Meade's copy: "This msg was delayed by break in wire"
At 10:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''l am informed by Genl. Hunt
that the siege train which was ordered before leaving the Rapidan altho afloat at
Washington has not been brought to thll James-I think it proper to advise you
of this fact as in case you contemplated using them it would take some time to
procure them." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, O.R., I, xl,
part 2, 158.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point, 6.20. P. M.
Dated June 19 1864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER
I have directed Gen Meade to require Gen Benham to turn over
to Gen Weitzel such bridge material as he may call for. The call
may be made direct on Gen Benham. Unless otherwise directed
send a brigade, of not less than two thousand men tomorrow night
to seize bold & fortify the most commanding & defensible ground
that can be found North of James river, & so near the river that
with the protection of the Gunboats & their own strength they can
always get back to Bermuda HwH:lred if attacked by superior numbers. Connect the two ( 2 banks of the river by a pontoon bridge
running from Jones Neck, to Deep bottom, of course the point held
must be near Deep bottom. Habitually a passage way for vessels
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will be left in the bridge but have at hand the means to close the
gap whenever it is necessary to use it.
U . s. GRANT.
Lt Gen U. S. A.
Telegram received (at 7:S0 P.M.), DNA, RG S9S, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid,, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67.
O.R., I , xl, part 2, 222. On June 19, 1864, 8: 10 P.M., M aj. Gen. Benjamin F.
Butler telegr11pbed to USG. "Despatch relating to the movement of a brigade
near Deep Bottom recieved Dispositions are being made to that end and the
order executed" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received (datelined 7: 10 P.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 222.
Also on June 19, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Shall I go over to Bermuda
Hundred or will you meet me at the wharf here? I am ready now at any time"
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received.
At 9:20 P.M., Lt. Col. Adam Badeau telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G.
Meade. "Lieut Gen Grant understands that Gen Hunt wants some 30 pound parrot guns. If you will inform Gen Grant, how many are wanted he will send them
out tonight." ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound): copy, DLC-USG, V, 67. At 9:35 P.M., Brig. Gen. Henry J . Hunt telegraphed to Badeau. "Despatch to Geo! M eade respecting SO-pounder Parrotts
received. If four or six of the guns with a hundred rounds of Ammunition each
are sent up they can be placed in a servicable position. U mea gu_gners who have
used them can be sent with them it would be well." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound). At 10: 40 P. M ., USG telegraphed
to Butler. "Gen Hunt, Chief of Art. A. P. reports that if he had some SO pound
partott guns, he could do excellent service with them. I understand they would
give him control of the rail roade bridge. If you have such a battery, I wish you
would send it out." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 223. On June 20, 8:25 A.M. , Butler telegraphed to
USG. "Two thirty pounder parrots can be spared from our line and WHl can be
sent at once to Gen Hunt There is another in the works at City point which
is at present useless There is a four and a half inch Rodman Gun at Fort
Powhatan a point not to be attacked at present. BeBj We shall need some of
these long range gl!DS for our work at Deep Bottom Please suggest which shall
be sent" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. Printed as recejved at 8:30 A.M. in O.R., I, xi, part 2, 256. At 9:25
A,,M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock wrote to Butler. "Lieutenant-General Grant
wishes you to send the three SO-pounder Parrotts spoken of in your telegram, if
you can spare them. They will only be needed for a few days." [but. At 9: SO A.M,
(sent at 9:45 A.M.), Meade telegraphed to Badeau. "Gen'l llunt asked you last
evening for six thirty pounders-Are they coming and when may we expect
them?" Copy, Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, .xl, part 2, 232. At 10:30 A,M,,
Badeau telegraphed to Meade. "Lieut Gen Grant ordered the 30 pounders to be
sent out to you at once. There are h owever only three ( 3 ) or four ( 4.) The
Gunners were ordered with them." ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; telegram received, ibid.1 RG 94, Wax Records Of.
fice, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 232.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 191864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
I notified Gen Butler on the 17th that it was my intention to
transfer Gettys old Div. back to the 9th Corps and-give him in
place of it the colored Division commanded by Ferrero Genl Butler expressed no objection to the change so far as it could be made
but said that the division had been broken up long ago and that
Part of it is now in North Carolina He said however he would
ascertain what regiments were here of the old organization and report to me so they might be transferred Tell Burnside to send me
a list of the regiments he wants and I will transfer such of them as
arehere-

U. s. GRANT
LieutGenl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac;
copies (2), ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 208. On June 19, 1864, 7:00 A.M. and
10:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George. G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Martindale &
Ferero are both here, can I make the exchange you promised Burnside & will
you issue the orders.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., 1, xl, part 2, 207. "What do you say to my proposal about exchanging
Ferero for Marti11dale- Burnside seems anxious to get his old troops back & now
would be an e.xceUent time for the exchange if it is to be done.- " ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies,
ibid., RO 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; DLC-Andrew Johnson; Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl1 part 2, 208. On the same day, Brig. Gen. J ohn A.
Rawlins telegraphed to Meade. "Gen Grant has gone up the river-Will answer
your dispatch relative to exchange of troops upon his return-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, DLC-USG, V,
67.
At 8:30 A,M.,, Meade telegraphed to USG. "The close proximity of our
assaulting columns to the enemys line & their being compelled to retire has neces,
sarily left a nwnber of dead & wounded between our lines & those of the enemyHave you any objection to my asking for a flag of truce for an hou.r or two to
remove the wounded & bury the dead.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., 1, xl, part 2, 207. On the same day, USG telegraphed to
Meade. "I have no objection to any arrangement you may make for the recovery
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of the dead & wounded between the lines" Telegram received (at 9:40 A.M.),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, DLC-USG, V,
67; (2) Meade Papers, PIii. O.R., I, :itl, part 2, 208.
On June 20, 7:30 A.M. (sent at 8 :00 A.M.), Meade telegraphed to USG.
"The followin~ has been received from General Burnside in relation to the transfer of Getty's old Division back to the 9th Corps." Telegram sent, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi; DLC-Andrew Johnson. O.R., I,
xl, part .2, .231. The enclos-ure is ibid., p. 252.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point [6:15 P.M.]
Dated' June 191864.

To MAfoR GEN MEADE
I have directed Major Gen Butler to throw a small force, One
Brigade1 across the river from Jones Neck to Deep Bottom and to
fortify and hold that point connecting the two shores by a Pontoon
Bridge. This will be done tomorrow night. I wish you would direct
General Benham to turn over as many Pontoons and such other
Bridge Matterial as General Wright [Weitzel] may call for to accomplish this
U. s. GRANT
Lieut Gen!
Telegram received (at 6: 30 P,M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part: 2, 209. On June 19, 1864, 8:00 P.M. and
9:00 P.M. (both sent at 9: 10 P.M.), Maj. Gen. George G. Mende telegraphed
to USG. "Your despatch directing that a ponton bridge be la.id across the James
River from Jones N Neck to Deep Bottom has been received and General Benham
has been directed to furnish the necessacy bridg.ing material on the requisition
of Mjr General Butler or any officer designated by him-General Wright has
rejoined this Anny and will at once relive the troops yet here under the command
of Brig General Martindale belonging to the 18th Corps" "The party sent
from these Head Quarters to construct the telegraph line from Fort Powhatan
to Swans' Point opposite Jamestown Island has returned, having performed the
service assigned it. The Sergeant in charge of the party reports that in returning
be found that the line had been cut in several places in the vicinity of Swans'
Point-The line was thoroughly repaired. Aee if ie ieMes ~ tiDles&
i&
g'liaffled " ~ he ~ Hl wei-Iasg GNler" Telegrams sent, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegrams received (marked as sent
at 9:00 P.M.), ibid., RG .108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, -eart 2, 210.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point June 19th/64 6.30 P. Ml
MAJ GEN MEADE
Gen Sheridan having returned without forming a junction
with Gen Hunter, another diversion may become necessary for the
protection of the latter. I wish therefore you would direct him to
remain at White House and await further orders. His horses require rest which they can get as well at White House as here. His
stock of ammunition ought to be replenished at the same time the
his orders go to him. Two Army Gunboats were sent from here
yesterday to keep the river clear from West Point to White House
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2) Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 779; ibid., I, XXJ(Tii, part 1, 651; ibid., I , xl,
part 2,209. On June 19, 1864, 8:30 P.M. (sent at 9:10 P .M.) and 10:00 P.M.
(sent at 10:35 P.M.), Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your
despatch directing that General Sheridan remain at the White House until
further orders has been received, and the necessary ef6e!'5 instructions have been
given for the !'efteW& renewal of his ammunition." Copy (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid. , RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, JatXVi, pan 3, 779; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 210. "The
Richmond Examiner of yesterday says Hunter on Thursday last was at Forest
Depot on the Va. & Tenee. R. Rd. destroying that road-Forest Depot is supposed to be where the R. Rd crosses Fotest Creek some 8 or 10 miles south west
from Lynch burgh &- appears to be on the road from Lexington-I will send you
the paper tomorrow if you have not seen it.-Genl Beauregard in reply to my
application to remove the dead & wounded declines, on the ground that he sees
no occasion from recent operations for such a request but will be willing to accede
to it after a general battlc.-1 have reason to believe there are but few wounded
not brought off, but some dead of both,armies unburied-The casualties for the
16. 17 &: 18th will amount to about 7000 in all.-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 1, 651; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 210-11.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point Va. June 19th 1864.
DEAR JULIA,

I send you three steoriscopic views taken at Mattaponix [Massa,,
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ponax] Church, near Spotsylvania Court House. Brady 1 is along
with the Army and is taking a great many views and will send you
a copy of each. To see them you will want a Sterioscope. Send to
Covington for Buck's or buy one.
I received a letter from you just after I had mailed one and now
forget the questions you asked.-1 received two copies of Miss.
Photograph
There has been some very hard fighting here the last four days,
but now I hope it is over.
There are no buildings here to live in and no place for you and
the children to stay or I might send for you. I will however send
down to Fortress Monroe and if a suitable place can be found there
for you you and the children may spend their vacation there where
I can see you occationally. li you do come wont Cousin Louisa
come with you? I will ascertain about this as soon as possible.
Did I tell you that my horse rail-road stock paid 5 per cent the
last quarter? This makes that $5.000 investment pay over $100 00
per month.
Love and kisses for you and the children and love to Aunt
Fanny and your father.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.
I. For one of the Mathew B. Brady photographs, see, PUSG, 10, 392. On
Oct. 29, 18641 Col. Lafayette C. Baker, New York City, wr9te to Asst. Secretary
of War Charles A. Dana. "1 have just come into possession of certain facts in
relation to a plan arranged and devised by a number of prominent Wall Street
Brokers, for procuring information from the Army of the Potomac, as to the
success or defeat of General Grant's intended movements on Richmond. Some
time last spring 'Mr Brady' the well known Daugareotypbist of New York, made
application to Mr Stanton for a pass to visit the Anny of the Potomac, for the
purpose of taking views of Battle scenes &c,-The request of Mr Brady was
refused at the. War Department, he Brady then applied to the President, who
also refused to grant his request, A few days afterwards Mrs Brady wrote a
letter to Mrs. General Grant, asking Mrs Grant to use her influence with the
General to procure the desired pass,-This letter obtained the wished for result,
'!Jiz, the procuring of the pass from General Grant, Brady went to the Army
and by his gratuitous offers to take the pictur,es of prominent Army Officer.s for
the Illustrated papers in this City, placed himself on the most intimate terms
with these officers, The Brokers referred to, having learned Brady's position
in the Army, and knowing that he (Brady) possessed Genl. Grant's confidence,
at once selected him as a medium through which they proposed to obtain the
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information desired. It was understood by the B.rokers referred to, that immediately preceeding or during any important movement or battle, that no telegrams
could be sent from the Army with.o ut General Grant's approval or endorsement,
(Brady then being with the Anny of the Potomac) is to write and forward a
telegram, purporting to be addressed to one of his (Brady's) Artists in this City,
asking the Artist or employee to come to the Army at once to assist; Th.is or
some similarly worded telegram, is to be taken by Brady to Genl. Grant for bis
endorsement, but to be held and forwarded at a moment when the success or
defeat of our Anny will materially affect the Stock and Gold market, Inasmuch
as Brady has obtained the Ulilimited confidence of General Grant ( as he alledges,) I have deemed it proper to communicate these facts to the Department,
in order that the General may know how he is being deceived by one to whom to
whom he has granted various priveledges and favors. The facts and circumstances herein stated have been obtained from one of the principal (supposed)
actors in the scheme, and can be relied upon as being strictly true," LS, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Receh,ed, On Oct. 3 1, Dana endorsed thls letter. "Confidentially
referred to Lieutenant General U.S. Grant." ES, ibid.

To Edwin M. Stanton
Headquarters Artnies of the United States
City Point, Va. June 20. 1864.
HON. EDWIN

M STANTON

SECRETARY OF WAR1

D. C.
I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of telegram from
Maj. Gen. G . K. Warren commanding 5th Corps to Maj. Gen. G.
G. Meade, Com'd'g Army of the Potomac, and by him telegraphed
to me with his approval and recommendation; also, a copy of my
order appointing Col Joshua L Chamberlain a Brigadier General
of Volunteers to rank as such from the 18th inst, subject to the approval of the President. This is done in pursuance of your telegram
of date May 15th, and I respectfully request the sanction of my
action by the President, and that the name of Col. Chamberlain be
sent to the Senate for confirmation.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Very Respectfully
Your Ob't. Serv't.
WASHINGTON,

U.S.GRANT

Lieutenant General
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LS, DLC-Ainsworth L. Spofford. On June 19, 1864, Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K .
Warren telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "Col. J. L. Chamberlain of
the 20th Maine regt. commanding the 1st Brigade of the 1st Division was
mortally wounded it is thought in the assaults on the enemy yesterday The ball
having passed through the pelvis and bladder He has .been recommended for
promotion for gallant and efficient conduct on previous occasions and yesterday
led his brigade against the enemy under a most destructive fire He expresses
the wish that he may receive the recognition of his service by promotion before
he died for the gratification of his family & friends & I beg that if possible it may
be done. He has been sent to City Point." Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, .xl, pa.rt 2, 216---17. On the same
day, 1:00 P.M., Meade endorsed the telegram. "The above telegram is transmitted to the Lt. Genl. Comd. with the earnest recommendation that Col Charoberlins wish be gratified-" AES (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the .Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xi, part 2, 211. Although the O.R. prints the Warren telegram as sent
at 9: 16 P.M., this is the time when it was transmitted to USG. On June 20, Lt.
Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. 39. "Colonel Joshua L.
Chamberlain. 20th Regiment Maine Infantry Volunteers, is, for meritorious and
efficient services on the field of battle, and especially for gallant conduct in leading his Brigade against the enemy at Petersburg, Va., on the 18th inst., (in
which he was dangerously wounded,} hereby, in pursuance of authority of the
Sec.retary of War, appointed Brigadier General of United States Volunteers, to
rank as such from tlie 18th day of June, 1864, subject to the approval of the
President" DS (by USG), DLC-Ainsworth L. Spofford; DNA, RG 94, ACP,
C411 CB 1866. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 236. On the same day, USG telegraphed the
text of the order to Capt. George K. Leet for delivery to Col. Joshua L. Chamberlain, presumably because of the expectation of his death. Telegram received,
DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Coll!lcted (Bound). Chamberlain, however, recovered.

To Edwin M. Stanton
City Point Va. June 20th 1864.
E . M. STANTON,
SEC. OF WAR,
Sm;
Permit me to intercede in behalf of Capt. G. A. Williams, 1st
U.S. Inf.y, who has been dismissed the service, without trial, and
ask a revocation of the order so dismissing him. Capt. Williams
served under me in the West, a portion of the time commanding
the 1st Infantry as a Regiment of Heavy Artillery and pait of the
time as Col. of a Vohmteer regiment. His services attracted my
attention to such an extent that I recommended him for a Brigadier
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Genetalcy. Becoming disabled for active field duty, by reason of a
rupture, I sent him to Memphis, and, at my suggestion, be was appointed Provost Marshal.
If anything can be proven against Capt. Williams I will not attempt to shield him. But I do know him to be a most active and efficient officer, well qualifiedforthe command of a Division at least,
and all that I do know of rum too leads me to believe him to be an
officer of great purity of character. H he is not so I have been grossly
deceived.
Hoping that full justice may be done Capt. Williams, I remain,
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 688W 1864.
On May .20, 1864, Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn, Memphis, wrote
to USG. "Some ten days ago I received a dispatch of which the enclosed is a
copy, from the War Dept. Satisfied that great injustice was likely to be done to a
meritorious Officer, I immediately sent a dispatch asking him to suspend the order
until Capt. Williams could be heard. Since then 1 have heard nothing either in
answer to my telegram, nor of the dispatches that were promised in the telegram
from Col. Hardee: Capt. Williams was a perfect stranger to me when I came
here. I have watched bis course closely and a sense of justice compels me to say
that he is one of the few Provost Marsh alls that I have known that has discharged
his duty with unswerving fidelity and ability. His place cannot be made good.
The charge in regard to his mismanagement of the Military Prison, I believe
does him great injustice. The Prison is a. very unfit one and no doubt some abuses
have gt()Wll up. The immense business of Capt. Williams prevents him from
attending to all the details of bis Office. I have had all abuses conected as far as
possible and shall prevent their ~eceurrence. W11iting for an answer to my dispatch to the War Dept. I have not relieved Capt Williams. I believe that you will
agree with me and interpose to prevent injustice being done. him. He deserves
promotion and not censure unless I am grossly deceived." LS, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. Washburn enclosed a telegram of May 7, 4: SO p .M., from Col.
James A. Hardie to Washburn. "The attention of the Secy of War has been
called to the Shameful condition of the Military Prison at Memphis, Tenn. He
directs that Capt Geo A. Williams 1st U. S. Infantry, the commanding officer at
the prison, be informed that he stands dismissed from the Service of the U.S.
for flagrant neglect of bis duty as Comdt of the prison. The Secy of War further
directs, that you make an immediate inspection in every Dept of the prison,
remedy neglect and abuses, establish order and discipline, and while providing
for the Security of prisoners, See that they are not made the object of improper
treatment, or inauthorized Severity. Report your action in this case, A copy of
the inspection report will be sent you by mail with more definite instructions."
Telegram received, ibid.
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On June 14, Lt. Col. William L. Duff, Washington, wrote to U.S. Representative Elihu B. Washburne. ''Capt Geo Williams of the 1st U.S. Infantry has
shewn me a letter from your Brother Maj Gen Washburn and has proved to me
by that and what he bas told me that be is a very badly used man-In the estimation of Geitl Grant Geitl R11wlins and all pf the staff that know Capt Williams
be is known to be a gentleman above reproach and one of the most brave & gallant soldiers of the army and without a doubt in conjunction with Capt Phillips
& Lieut Robinett & others of His Regt the saviour of Corinth when attacked by
Price & Vandorn in .1862 Anything you can do for him to set him right and
get him reinstated in his position ftftd will be done for a worthy object and I
have told him that in cases of that sort you will do all that can be done for him"
ALS, DLC-Elihu B. Wasbburne. Fot a report exonerating Capt. George A. Williams, see O.R., II, vii, 40~8.

T o Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point.
Dated June 201864.

T 0 MAJ GEN BUTLER.
I shall start a Cavalry expedition tomorrow night or the following morning, to cut the enemys lines of communications south,
& want all of Kautz force that you do not require to accompany it.
Gen Wilson will take with him all of the Cavy under Gen Meade's
command present, except a few hundred for Provost duty. Please
direct Gen Kautz to report to Gen Wilson tomorrow for this service.

U. s. GRANT
Lt Genl.
Telegram received (at 3:08 P.M., June 20, 1864.), DNA, RG 3931 Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 2 , 257. At 3:30 P .M., Maj. Gen. 'Benjamin F.
Butler telegraphed to USG, "Orders have been issued to Gen Kautz to report to
Genl Wilson, with four Regiments of Cavalry and t wo peices of Artillery prepared to start on an expedition to cut the lines of communication, South. !Vfy
signal officer reports a regiment of Rebel Cavalry passing the turnptlce North
toward Richmond" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; te.Jegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xl, part 2, 257.
At 10: 4,0 A.M., Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers had telegraphed to Butler.
"Gen Meade has authorized a certain amount of mess stores and vegetables to
come forward to his Army, and has an Officer of bis Staff at Washington to
regulate shipments. These stores are stopped at Fortress Monroe. Direct the Commanding Officer at Fortress Monroe to allow all vessels and persons having Gen
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Meades pass to come to City Point without detention or interference-" Copies,
DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 61; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 256.
On June 2 1, Bowers telegraphed to the commanding officer, Fort Monroe. ''It
is reported to these Head Quarters that Vessels and persons that have permits
from Genl. Meade or his Provost Marshal General to come to to the Army of the
Potomac are detained by you at Fortress Monroe-Immediately upon the receipt
of this order, you will notify all such Vessels and persons that they can come
forward and hereafter you will respect and obey all passes issued by Genl. Meade
or by his order for Vessels and their Cargoe's, and for persons to come to his
Anny, Acknowledge the receipt of this order." Telegram received, DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (press) ibid., Telegrams Collected
(:Sound); ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. On June 22, Bowers issued Special Orders No. 4 1. ''The passes and pennits of the Lieut Genl. Commanding, of Maj Gen B. F. Butler Comd'g DepartJnent of Virginia and North
Carolina, and of Maj Gen G. G. Meade Commanding Army of the Potomac, given
by themselves respectively, or by their ordec, for persons, vessels, property and
supplies of all kinds to pass and be passed from Washington D. C. or Baltimore
Md. to their respective Headquarters, City Point and Bermuda Hundred Va, and
intermediate points, and from their respective Head quarters, City Point, Bermuda Hundred and intermediate points to Washington and Baltimore, will be
respected and obeyed by all Military Authorities Provosts Marshals and Guards.
Any disregard of these pl\Sses or permits or interference with the subjects of
them will be an offense subjecting the guilty party to summary punishmentCity Point, Va, \\-ill be the Depot of supplies for the Army of the Potomac and
for such purposes is hereby transferred from the Command of Maj Gen B. F.
Butler to the command of Maj Gen G. G . Meade Commanding Army of the
Potomac, who will hnmediately designate a garrison under a proper officer to
releive the present garrison, which, when releived will report to Maj Gen. Butler
for orders. Bermuda Hundred Va. will be the Depot of supplies for the anny in
the Field of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina-" Copies, ibid., V ,
57, 62, 67; (2-incomplete) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 305. At
10:50 P,M., Brig. Gen. Seth Williams telegraphed to Bowers. ''General Meade
desires that you will present hjs compliments to Lieutenant General Grant and a
inquire whether he can delay relieving the garrison at City Point until the arrival
of the troops from the White House, whkh may be expected within two or three
days" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Asmy of the
Potomac; copy, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent. On June 24,
7: 15 A.M. (sent at 8,05 A.M.), Williams telegraphed to Bowers. ' 1N Did you
receive -01y despatch of 22d asking for General Meade w hethe:r; be could delay
releiving the garrison at City Point until the arrival of tbe troops expected there
from the White House, and which shoufd reach that place by El tomorrow. General Meade directs me to add that it will embarrass him to detach at this time a
g'aff garrison for City Point from the troops here ~ llMe tiffte. If it is thought
advisable the Engineer troops tit ~ ~ under General Benham can be assigned temporarily to garrison duty at City Point" ALS (telegram sent), ibid.,
RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copy, ibid., RG 393, Asmy of
the Potomac, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 573. On the same day, Bowers
telegraphed to W illiams. "I presume there is no objection to the present garrison
remaining at City Point until the troops from White House arrive Gen Grant
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is now on his way to your HdQrs &: can give you definite information" Tele.
gram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac, OR.,
I, ~I, part 2, 373.
On June 20, S:00 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Weitzel has just
returned from a careful reconnoisance of the position at Deep Bottom. He reports
the problem as of the most difficult solution and not capable of a thoroughly
satisfactory one. The best position would bring the bridge under close artillery
fire from commanding positions, and the work itself would be under this fire. He
does not feel justilied to decide what to recommend, and suggests that Col. Com.
stock be se.n t over ~ Hl6fl'8W .mePBjBg te fl4e e¥ef' and look at the position with
him, or for such others 8f& instructions as we may be favored with" LS (tele•
gram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 2:45 P.M. in O.R.,
I, xi, part 2, 257. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Neither Col
Comstock or Gen Barnard are here to accompany Gen Weitzel on a reconnois•
sance over the river. I think Gen! Weitzel had better give the problem the best
solu.tfon he can &: after occupying the North bank of the river we can occupy
also the ground commanding the fortifications &: bridge or can make any change
that may be necessary."Telegram received (at S:25 P,M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept.
of Va, and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent: DLC·
USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 3:25 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 257.
Also on June 20, Butler telegraphed to USG a message received at 4:00
l'.M. from Sgt. Baird, Signal Corps, "River Bank Spring Hill Sta." "A train of
cars from the direction of Richmond cnme to within !300 yards of port Waltham
station&: went back immediately Two (2) wagon trains one of 29 St another of
thirty (!30) wagons have just passed down the pike towards Petersburg" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point. June 20, 64. 5.25 P. M.
GENL BUTLER

I have determined to try to envelope Petersburg so as to have
the left of the Army of the Potomac rest on the Appomattox above
the City.
This will make offensive operations from between the two
Rivers impracticable until we are fortified in the new position taken
up. To release as many of Genl Meades command as possible you
will extend your left so as to release the entire 6th Corps, the right
of the Anny of the Potomac. Reduce tbe force kept between the
two rivers to the lowest number necessary to hold it & l put all the
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balance except the force sent north of the James, South of the Appomattox & between the Pontoon B,ridge and the present left of the
6th [Corps]
Make this change as soon as practicable and so as to relieve the
6th Corps by 12 M. tomorrow if you can

U. S.GRANT
Lt. Genl.
Telegram received, DNA, RG S93, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; ibid., RG 108, Lettets Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67.
Printed as sent at 6:45 P.M., June 20, 1864, in O.R., I, xi, part 2, 258.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point.
Dated June 201864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER
I have directed white House, to be broken up as a military Post.
You may direct the abandonment of Yorktown by the military. Let
the garrison leave there as soon as practicable after the troops from
White House pass, the troops brought from Yorktown you may
dispose of as you deem best. As soon as all the troops are out of
York river, direct the Anny Gunboats to return here.
U. S.GRANT.
Lt Genl.
T elegram received (at 5:50 P.M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 5-9, 67.
D.R., 1, xi, part 2, 258.

T o Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, June 20th/ 64

MAJ GEN MEADE
As soon as Wilson's Cavalry is rested sufficiently they should
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make a raid upon the enemys rail roads. My view is that the road
to Weldon should be crossed as near Petersburg as possible and
the first strike made for the Lynchburg & Petersburg road thence
to the Danville road upon which all the damags possible should be
done. Kautz can be thrown upon your left while Wilson is gone

U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi; (marked as sent at 9:S0 A.M.) Alcorn Collection, WyU.
O.R., I, xl, part 2, 2:32. On June 20, 1864, 10:00 A.M., M aj. Gen. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. "Wilson was directed to report the moment he was
ready for service-To day is hi$ third day of rest-Yow: despatch has been sent
to him to show him the importance of being ready-Where do you suppose the
enemys cavalry to be? and do you not think that with the knowledge of Sheridans
withdrawal Hampton will be drawn in to Richmond ready to be thrown on any
raiding party reported-It has occurred to me that with Hunters position as
known Sheridan would be more likely to communicate with him & assist him by
going from here up the South bank of the James, than from the White house In
that case Wilson could join him & make his force such that he could not be
stopped-If a bridge is thrown over at Deep Bottom Sheridan could cross there.I make these suggestions for what they are worth.-1 proposed riding down to
the Point to see you ij' you remained at home today but have had no reply to my
enquiry.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3, 781; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 232. At 10:()0 A.M., Lt. Col. Orville E. Babcock
telegraphed to M eade. ''The Lieut Genl says he shall not go away from here to
day" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received (at 10:SO A.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac, Printed as sent at 10: 30 A.M. in D.R., I, xl, part 2, 233. On the
same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Immediately on receipt of your dispatch
saying that you would come down today if I was going to remain in I directed a
dispatch to be sent back saying I would be at home. I would like very much to
see you down." Telegram. received ( at noon), DNA, RG 94, War Records Offici;,
Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; PLCUSG, V, 4.5, 59,
67; ('2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 23:3.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 5 40 P M
Dated June 20 1864.

To GEN MEADE
To give you another Anny Corps foot loose I will order Gen Butler
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to extend his lines so as to cover the ground now occupied by the
6th Corps
I will direct this to be done between this & 12 M tomorrow.
With the use of guns that will probably reach here tomorrow with
the seige train I think Butlers left will be able to destroy the Railroad bridge & possibly silence the [e]nemy guns on the north side
of the Appomattox As you extend to the left I think [i]t will be
adviseable to do it by rapid movement & with as heavy force as
possible

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Te1~7'J'."a11l received, DNA1 RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2,235. On June 20, 1864, 6:30 1•,M. and 8:00 P,M ., Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Warren now holds to the Jerusalem
plank road.-Tonight I shall withdraw the 2d. corps, the 9th holding between
the 5th & 6th, and will mass the 2d. on the left & rear of the 5th the.n when the
6th is relieved as you propose I will move both corps 2d. & 6th to the left and
endeavor to stretch to the Appomatox. A deserter in today belongs to McLaws
Division Longstreets corps-He says the corps came to our front on the 18th last
day of our fight, and that the corps is on the enemys right.-Sheridan's last
despatch by Maj. Forsyth was dated the 18th at Walkertown on the MattapopyThis place is only Ten miles from White house-I dont know where Sheridan
·could be this morning because even if he had gone to \Vest Point, on the 19th as
he indicated he would have learned of the White llouse being still occupied &
would have returned there-In case he Ma was not on the way this morning he
will eertainly hea_r the guns & hurry up-so that Abercrombie ought to be all
right-" "Maj. Genl. Wright informs me that Maj, Genl. Smith has applied
again for Genl. Neill to be transferred to the 18th Corps. & Genl. Wright is
willing the transfer should be made-Under these circumstances I would be glad
if you would allow the transfer." ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 233, 234. The first is also ibid., I, xxxvi, part 3,
782-83. See ibid., I, xi, part 2, 270.
At 10:20 I\.M., Brig. Gen. John J. Abercrombie telegraphed to USG. "We
were attacked early this morning by a large force of cavalry infantry and artillery The fight still going on Gen Sheridan has not arrived" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N . C., Army of
the J ames, Unentered Papers; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. USG endorsed this telegram to Meade. ''The
above dispatch just received/' AES, ibid. At 6:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to
Abercrombie. ''Your dispatch of 10.20 A. M. received. Hold out at all hazards.
1\vo Gunboats were sent from here yesterday and must now be at White House.
Gen Sheridan is also near you if not yet arrived.'' Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xuvi, part 3, 785.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, June 20th 1864.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.GA.P.
GENERAL,
In view of the location of Gen. Hunter as reported in the Rebel
papers, and the fact that General Sheridan cannot carry supplies
with him from the White House to make an efective raid against
the Enemy's Communications, North of the James, you may direct
his immediate return to the Army of the Potomac. The manner of
returning, and route, is left to you. Direct the commanding- officer
at White House to break up that post and send bis Veteran Reserve
troops to Washington ftfl6 bringing all the balance here, to City
Point. This latter to take place on the departure of Gen. Sheridan.
Very respectfully
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Arniy of the Potomac. O.R., I, xxxvi,
part 3 1 781-82; ibid., I, xxxvii, part 1, 653; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 231. On June 20,
18641 9:00 A,M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed' to USG. "No reports
indicating any thing but quiet along the lines have been this morning received.Maj, Forsyth 8th Ills. Cav. arrived last night with despatches from Genl. Sheri•
dan-the duplicate of those sent by telegraph from Yorktown.-Maj. Forsyth has
been directed to await the orders of the Lt. Genl. Cotndg.-Otders have been
sent to Genl. Sheridan to awajt further instructions at the White House.- Your
attention was called last evening to the reported position of Genl. Hunter Ten
miles South West of Lynchburgh This renders -the probability of bis reaching
the Wlute House very remote & it becomes a question how long that post should
be retained after Sheridan leaves it It will be maintained, so far as my orders,
until otherwise instructed. I propose torught to hold my present lines with the
6th 9. & 5th corps & keep the 2d in reserve. I have reason to believe from prisoners & contrabands that Beauregard has been re-inforced by 2 divisions ·of Hills
corps Wilco1:'s & Andersons and possibly others,-The enemy line is continued
as far beyond my left flank as I have been able to reconnoitre, and they are busily
occupied strengtherung it.---Ne I do not propose making any movement todayIf you will be at home this morning, I will ride down to see you.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. D.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 780-81; ibid.,
I, xl, part 2, 231.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point Va. June 20th 1864.

MAJ'. GEN. MEADE,
COMD.GA.P.
GENERAL,

Lieut. E. P. Brooks with Thirty soldiers, all volunteers for the
service, are now equiped and ready to start on an expedition to destroy distant rail-road bridges. I think it advisable that the party
should not start until a more formidable expedition is going out.
They could accompany such an expedition until it was deemed safe
to strike out independently. The party, if successful, will not probably attempt to reach here tmti-1 except through some Military
post further south, likely New Ber_n. Will you please instruct Gen.
Wilson to let Lt. Brooks and party accompany him until the proper
time for cutting loose.
Very respectfully

u. S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DNA, RG 393, Anny oF the Potomac, Cav. Corps, 3rd Div., Letters Re•
ceived. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 234. On June 12, 1864, 1st Lt. Edward P. Brooks,
6th Wjs., wrote to USG. "After some hesitation I have made up my mind to do
an e.-.:ceedingly unmilitary act by addressing you directly relative to a matter
which has always seemed to me to be of great importance to this anny while
operating against Richmond. I propose that thirty determined men can make a
raid into the South-Western portion of this State ~ the results of which will
be equal to any demonstration of the sort ever made by our army here. M y plan
is as follows: - As the army now lays I would cross the James River nt Goochland C. H. & proceeding over south via Scottsville, destroy the junction of the
Danville & Richmond & the Virginia & Tennesse Railroads at Burkesville. And
if possible go still farther soutb & demolish the R. R. bridge over the RoaIJoke
River at Roanoke Station at its junction with the Little Roanoke. This could be
accomp1ished in three days by travelling a distance of one hundred &: twenty
miles at the farthest. With thirty men whom I could select from Western Infantry Regts in my Brigade-well mounted-I would promise to effect all this &
join this army or that under Maj. Gen. Hunter in one week. The great difficulty
to my mind would be the crossing of the J ames. I do not apprehend that there
is any force of consequences guarding the Bu.rkesville Junction & I think it safe
to calculate that the Roanoke crossing is unprotected-Hoping that you wiJI appreciate the motive which prompts this intrusion as arising from a desire to
serve you & my country" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Brooks en-
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closed a list of men for his expedition, and they were assigned for duty on June
18 by Spedal Orders No. S7, Armies of the U.S. Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62,
67.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va. June 20th 1864.
DEAR JULIA,

I spoke to Gen. Butler about the opportunity of you staying at
Fortress Monroe during the vacation of the children and he says
for you to go and stay with Mrs. Butler who will be delighted at
having company. Mrs. Butler is almost alone and has a large house.
You and Mrs. B. could keep house to-gether or rather let Mrs.
Butler keep house and share expenses. There are other houses in
the fort but the difficulty would be want of furnature.-If you were
at Fortress Monroe you could occationally come to City Point when
the Dispatch steamer is coming up and go back with it. I would
keep Fred & Buck with me most of the time, and Jess too some
times. I leave it entirely with you whether to come or not.
All well. Kisses for yourself and the children. If Louisa Boggs
will come and spend the Summer with you bring her along also.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 21 1864.

To MA.r GEN BuTLER.
The President is here. Tomorrow be will go up the river to see
Admiral Lee & requests you to join him. I will go along, starting
from here at eight 8 a m on the boat brought by the President and
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will touch at Bermuda Hundred for you. Would go to the wharf on
Appomattox but the Pilot probably does not know the river

u. s. GRANT.
Lt Genl

Telegram received (at 10:30 P.M..), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. Printed as sent at 10: 50 A.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 287. On June 21, 1864,
9:30 A.M.1 Lt. Col. Orville E. Babcock telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F.
Butler. "The President desires you to notify Admiral Lee, that he will visit him
tomorrow leaving here at 8 a. m." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as received at 10:45 A.M . in O.R., I, xl,
part 2,288.
On June 21, 1st Lt. Charles F. Cross telegraphed to Capt. Lemuel B. Norton.
"The enemies vessels are rounding Dutch Gap" Telegram received, DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . Butler endorsed this telegram to USG.
"The ~ Guns heard are the rebels from the Howlet House Battery shelling
my camp. I have ordered the ~
Battery on the bank to open upon it-"
AES, ibid. Butler also transmitted to USG another telegram of June 21 from
Cross to Norton. "The Navy are slowly moving down stream 4 of their vessels
are in Devils Neck" Telegram received, ibid. On June 23, Act. Rear Admiral
S. Phillips Lee wrote t-0 USG. "In the engagement day before yestetday with the
_rebel battery at Howlett's- in which their iron clads, out oI view in a reach above,
participated, we silenced one ( 1) of the guns at Howletts, but expended a good
deal of our heavy and expensive ammunition. One of the monitors was injured
by a 10 inch solid sbot from the battery at Howlett's-The XV inch gun has a
short life so far as it has been proved, and it is difficult to replace it in the turret
of a monitor. We have to fire it at extreme elevation to reach Howlett's battery
which increases the strain on the gun and breaks its long screws. As it was arranged yesterday between Asst. Secretary Fox and yourself to increase the obstructions already placed by the army in Trent's reach so that two (.2) iron-clads
would be sufficient here for the present, leaving the Navy Department to withdraw the other two ( 2) -one of which is now under orders for sea-for more
pressing service else where, I respectfully suggest that the cheapest and moat
convenfont control of rebel battery at Howletts, of Trents reach and its obstructions and of Dutch Gap would be by mounting a few heavy guns at the lower
end of the reach. This would allow the iron-clads to drop round the point-withdrawing a few hundred yards-where they could keep their hatches off in hot
weather-whence they could in a few minutes return, and engage the rebel iron
clads, should they appear in the upper part of the reach or intefere with the obstructions. Our Naval resources would thus be reserved for their iron-clads, and
not exhausted on their earthworks- " LS, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received;
(press) DLC-S. Phillips Lee. O.R., I, xl, part 2,335; O.R. (Navy), I , x, 184.
On June 21, 6:45 A . M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "My Brigade under
Brig Genl R. S. Foster made a successful lodgement on the North Bank of the
James at Deep Bottom without opposition and are entrenching making good
progress." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and. N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received (at
8: 00 A.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, xi, part ,2, .286. On the
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same day, Butler telegraphed to USG a message of 2: 10 P.M, from Brig. Gen.
Robert S. Foster reporting C.S.A. movements in his front. Telegram received,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 2: 00 P.M. in O.R., I , xl, part
2,298.
At 11:00 A.M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "Please furnish me a statement
approximate one at least of the number of troops sent south of the appomattox
under instructions of yesterday & the number left for the defense of Entrenchment in front of Bermuda Hundred." Telegram received (at 11:30 A.M. ), DNA,
RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Telegrams Received; copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 11: 30
A.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 288. At 3:00 P,M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I
have sent with Genl Smith South of Appomattox 15000 Infantry 8 Batteries of
Artillery Gen Kautz has also gone with two thousand five hundred effective
Cavaly one Battery of horse Artillery I have on line 7000 old troops 2000 on
the north ba,nk of the James I have 2600 Ohio men (100 days) 1800 of which
are a working party on the north Side Remainder on fatigue & detail duty
This is approximate only as. the troops were reorganized yesterday. and eBly
retQ!'BHlg' left returns are not yet in'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 288.
At 8:20 P.M. and 8:30 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. ''I have reliable
information that the Rail road is not yet repaired" ''I have reliable information
that the Rail road between Petersburgh & Richmond is not yet repaired" ALS
(telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent
(Press) . The second, nlso an. ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound), apparently the revision actually sent, is in 0.R., I, xi, part
2,288.

T o Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
City Point Va June 21st 1864.

MAT. GEN. B.F. BUTLER,
CoMn.G DEPT. of N. C. & VA.
GE NERAL ,

Your communication of this date in reference to the transfer of
Colored Troops from the Dept. of the Gulf to this Dept. is received.
I have not got with me in the field returns to show how the troops
in the Dept. of the Gulf are distributed, but I will forward your
communications to Washington with instructions to send as many
of the Colored troops here as can be spared.
I am aware that the command of the Colored troops in the Dept.
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of the Gulf has been in bad hands and will so state in my indorsment of your paper, suggesting a change.
Since the advent of Gen. Canby it is probable a very great
change
be made in the location of troops on the Miss. I will
ascertain however as soon as possible.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.

wm

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DLC-Benjamin F . Butler. On J une 21, 1864, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler, Point of Rocks, Va,, wrote to USG. "lam informed by Brig Genl Wietzal
that there are now at Baton Rouge some 30 regiments of Negro infantry probably averaging 500 that they have been there for a year simply gll?Tisoning that
place. I know Baton Rouge very well. with its fortifications 3000 determined
men can hold it against 15. Certain it is that 1500 men under the lamented Williams held it against 8000 under Breckenridge. l am informed from various
sources and [b)elieve that for some cause and I think so far as my experiance
[h]as gone want of attention to hygenio principles the negto soldiers there are
dying at a very great rate of mortality The negro soldiers in this [d]epartment
are by far the (h]ealthiest troops I h ave. With [t]he exception of casualties in
(b]attle the sick are not one & [a] half pr cent. Not in the [!limits of this note but
more at fl]ength I am con'Vinced I could explain the causes of this mortality in
Louisiana which has been made the subject of parade in rebel newspapers and of
alarm to the friends of the black man. In view of this the need of troops and
specially those as well adapted for siege opei,ations as the negro are I suggest
that as many as could be spared from the Department of the Gulf and that would
be just as many as ee¼lle ~ l!pat'eQ frem the l>eplll'tffleat M the ~ are ordered
away be sent for to come into this department I think that 10 or 15000 of effective men could be got in th.is manner, and the change of the sea air upon their
health in the saving of the men would actually pay for the transportation Pardon these suggestions if out of place but my familiarity with the Department of
the Gulf has given me means of knowledge upon this subject which I supposed
might not be readily within the reach of the Lieut Genl Comd'g and therefore
have taken leave to make these suggestions If it should be thought best to
adopt them I have a staff [o]fficer who commanded a regiment at Port Hudson
and served two years in the Department of the Gulf whom I could recommend
as a very compet.ant and efficient perso_n to take charge of the transportation of
these negro troops to Fortress Monroe." Copy, DNA, RG 39!3, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press). O.R., I, xl, part 2,287. On J une ,24, USG en•
dorsed this letter. "Respy. forwarded A letter forwarded asks for such of the
troops as can be spared from the Department of the Gulf, black and white." Copy,
DLCUSG, V, 58. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 287. See letter to Maj. Gen. Henry W .
Halleck, June 23, 1864.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 10 am
Dated June 21st 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
Looking at the position of our troops as marked on the map by
Gen Barnard & Col Comstock it looks to me as if a concentration of
Artillery about your present left would hold the enemy within his
present line whilst you take up a position crossing the Jerusalem
road. When you get there in force I do not see how the enemy can
hold his present line. You certainly will have it in reverse-Would
it not be will have the 5th & 9th Corps hold a threatening attitude
when you move to the left & be prepared to advance on to & occupy
the Enemys present line the moment he weakens it. I do not give
this as an order knowing that you are better posted on the topography of the country over which you have to operate than I am.
but to suggest attention to what seems to me from the map, proper
US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59; 67; (2) Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 268. On June 21, 1864, 11:00 A.M., Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Telegram 10. am received. I do not fully
understand your views-Can you not send Barnard & Comstock here to explain
them-I shall be most glad to carry them out whenever I fully understand what
it is you propose to do." ALS (telegram sent), DN,A, RG 94, Wta Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at 11:15 A.M.), ibid,, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xt, part 2, 268.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 10 15 am
Dated June 21 1864.

To M.u GEN MEADE
The only word I would sent Hunter would be verbal & simply let
him know where we are & tell him to save his army in the way he
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thinks best either by getting back into own Dept or by joining us.
If we had the enemy driven north of the Appomato.x I think he
would have no difficulty in joining us by taking a wide swee[p]
south

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Cav.
Corps, 3rd Div., Letters Reccived; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. D.R., I, xxxvii, part 1, 657; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 268. On June 21, 1864, 9: 00
A,M,, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "All is quiet this morn•
ing-The .2d. corps is moving to take position on the left of the 5th the 5th
extending as faT as the Jerusalem plank road-At this point I find the enemy occupy their old line of works, which being on a radius of three miles from Peter:sburgh will make the line to hold from the Plank road to the river above con•
siderably longer than to the rh1er below-There is no doubt Lee will ·t hrow his
whole force over except sufficient to hold in check the force at Bermuda Hundreds. Wilson will be ordered to leave at 2. AM tomorrow & directed to proceed
as rapidly as po~sible to the junction of the Lynchburgh & Danville roads & do
them as much damage as possible to both these roads-Hampton being yesterday
at the White house will releive Wilson of any apprehension of being disturbed & I
trust Sheridan will keep Hampton occupied-I dont think Sherjdan will have
much chance of getting to the Deep bottom bridge in the face of Hampton unless
he is able to give him a severe & serious defeat.- Wilson will be instructed when
at the Junction to endeavor to communicate with Hunter near Lynchburgh-the
.Junction is about half way between this point 8t Lynchburgh-If Sheridan were
here there would be no doubt I think of he & Wilson going to Lynchburgh Do
you wish to send any instructions to Hunter by Wilson.-" ALS ( telegi,am sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 786-87; ibid., I, -xi, part
2,267.
At 3:00 P.M;., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Birney is slowly getting into
position-I have a Petersburgh paper of today.-It reports Hunter fighting at
Lynchburgh on Saturday last & says he was repulsed in his attempts to carry
the works around the city-a general battle it said was expected to come off the
next day-: ... I will send the paper by Genl. Barnard.-.., ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received,
ibid.1 RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 11 xl, part 2, 269-70.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point [11:30 A.M.]
Da.t ed June 211864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
Your dispatch of 1115 just recvd. Genl Barnard was on his way
to Petersburg when it came. My desire is that Petersburg be enveloped as far as possible without attacking fortifications & the way
the positions the 2 armies is marked it looks as if the front of the
enemy can be swept from about Warrens left or left center thereby
giving our troops the position desired without exposure unless the
enemy exposes himself equally I do not know that the threatening attitude recommended for the troops left to hold ground already ours will be so adviseable as to hold our front with a thin line
and form as large reserves from each corps as possible ready to
move to the front or to the left to support the troops moving in that
direction as circumstances may require. I am satisfied that you will
adopt the best c[our]se to accomplish the work that is [to beJ done
& only give this as being suggested by the map without having the
personal knowledge of the ground that you have. A paper has just
reached me sent by Admiral Lee found in a bottle floating in the
river & picked up by the Navy. I will telegraph you a copy 1

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 11:50 ,'.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, llffi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 268-69. On June 21, 1864,. l:00
P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Telegram 11.SO received-Gen. Barnard has arived-He explains that he proposes to occupy cer•
tain ground from which the enemys works on the Jerusalem road can be enfiladed
& our attack on these works thus materially aided-I am now going to the front
to see that this is immediately done, if not already in progress of execution.-!
have no report from Birney tho' I hear firing.-Wright at 9.20 reported one division from Bermuda Hundreds, but says it is impracticacle to relieve his f-ront
line two divisions till after dark they are so close to the enemy & exposed to such
fire of artillery &infantry-'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 2, 269.
At 12:40 P.M ,, USG telegraphed to Meade. "The President is here & will
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ride out to the front with me leaving here about 3 P . M we will go to the house
w here Smith had his Hd Qrs the first day you arrived." Telegrams received ( 3),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG
108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed
as sent at 11:40 P,M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2,269.
On the same day, Meade wrote a letter to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins which
he may have decided not to send or withdrew after consultation with USG. "I
find myself, most reluctantly and with great pain, compelled to ask the Lieut
Genl Com'd'g to relieve from duty with this army, Maj Gen! G. K. Warren,
Com'd'g 5th Corps. The Lieut Gen! Comdg is well aware, from numerous con\rersations of my opinfon of Gen] Warren, and of the efforts I have made to
place and sustain that officer in his present Command; but l regret to say that.
since his accession to command-General Warren whilst he has fully shewn all
the good qualities I had given him credit for, has developed a serious defect.
against which I have vainly struggled in the hope that time and other causes
would remove, but which circumstances now lead me to believe is iocorigible
and is a matter of constitutional organization. No officer in this Anny exceeds
Genl '\IVarten in personal gallantry, in activity, in zeal and sleepless energy, nor
in devotion to his duties-The defect with Gen] Warren consists in too great reliance on his own judgment, and in an apparent impossibility on bis part to yield
his judgment so as to promptly execute orders, where these orders should happen not to receive his sanction or be in accordance with his views-To illustrate
this point I will refer 1st to the well known case of Mine Run-where on Gen!
Warren's judgment, an attack on the enemy was planned, and orders given directing it to be made at a specified hour.-When the hour arrived, owing to a
change i.n the condition of affairs as they were supposed to exist-Genl Warren
assumed the responsibility of suspending his positive orders and referring to his
Com'd'g Genl. for additional iostructions, causing such delay and loss of time
as virtually produced an entire suspension of operations and the withdrawal of
the Army-Again at Spottsylvania Court House, on the morning of the 12th when
Hancock was so severely pressed, under the instructions of the Lieut Genl
Com'd'g, I sent a clear and positive order to Genl War.ren directing him to attack immediately-Gen! Warren led me to believe my order would be executedHis command he had previously told me was within fifty yards of the enemy1
and it only requ.ired a :run of that distan.c e to bring them in contact. After waiting for a considerable time, more than an hour, I ascertained from Gen.I Warren's despatches not only that no attack had been made, but that his judgment
was opposed to making any. A peremptory order wa,s then sent to him to make
it-directing him on its failure to immediately withdraw from his front and
take his troops to the position of the 6th Corps where they could be made available-My complaint here is not against Gen! Warren's judgement, because so far
as such matters could be judged in advance, his opportunities were much better
than mine.-but I maintain Genl Warren had no right to delay executing his
orders under any circumstances, and that if he did think himself justified in so
doing he should have advised me promptly of what his views we1;e, saying such
is my opinion, but I shall ptoceed to attack unless otherwise ordered-Such is my
opinion of Gen! Warren's judgment that in nine cases out of ten, I would have
yielded my judgment-possibly in this case, where the attack was intended as
much for a threat and to occupy the enemy, as for other objects-I might still
have reiterated •m y my order, for there are occasions where doubtful attacks are
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rendered of the nighest importance for their bearing and in.B.uence at other points
-The last case which I shall refer to occurred at this point on the 18th instantOn the nig,ht of the 17th Genl Warren had one division in position and the others
of his Corps massed in rear-During the night of the 17th orders were sent to
him to attack with his Corps at 4. A. M. the next day-On advancing the next
day, the enemy had evacuated their lines-Genl Warren was then ordered to
advance promptly against the enemy and develop his position-The enemy having assumed a line some one mile nearer Petersburg, about 10. A. M. Corps
Commanders were called on to report at what hour they would be ready to assault- All responded that they were then ready except Genl Warren who said he
could not tell when be would be ready~ A positive and peremptory order was
then issued, directing an assault at 12. M.-Genl Warren acknowledged it, but
said he could not be ready by 12. M.-but would be by 1. P. M. also he thought
hfa right could be moved forward at 12-Genl Warren was then authorized on
moving his right forward at 12. to suspend ,h is attack till 1. At 2. P. M a despatch
was received from Genl Warren stating he had been ready to attack since 1.
P . M, but not hearing any thing going op, on his right he had not attackedfurthermore proposing a simultaneous attack should be made at 3. P. M. and
stating if the others were not ready he could attack alone-To this a reply was
sent that he was considered under orders since 11. to attack, that the designated
hour 12. had been postponed in his case until 1: that his acknowledgment of
being ready at 1. but waiting till 2 to ask for further orders, had produced
astonishment-the peremptory order to attack was reiterated and he was told he
would be held responsible for any further delay- The attack was soon after made,
but during the delay Birney's attack had failed and the enemy were able to reinforce Warren's and Burnside's fronts, and t heir attacks also failed. I do not
charge Gen Warren with intentional and willful disobedience of orders, or with
any designs of embarrassing my plans, but I maintain that the fact of his failure
to obey the orders sent him was a serious misfortune, and that this failure resulted from his assuming to judge that because the attack ordered at 12. was
expected to be simultaneous, and he was not ready then that he was relieved from
the order, not withstanding the order postponing the hour in his case explicitly
told him he was to attack at 1. or as soon as ready. I have endeavored to shew
what I consider a defect in Genl Warren's character-viz: an assumption of
responsibility where no discretion is left him by his orders-This defect has been
a source of serious embarrassment to me, but my appreciation of Gen] Warren's
good qualities, and my strong personal regard for him have been such, that I
have forborne to notice it, and have hoped that Genl \.Varren would see himself
the necessity of trying to correct it- As however in an interview on the 19th
Genl Warren exhibited so much temper and bud feeling forgetting the respect
due to me as his superior officer and his senior in years-and ignoring every thing
but his own sense of injury, because I told him in despaches on the 18th that my
construction of my own orders was different from his-I no longer feel called to
exercise any further patience- indeed as I stated before I am forced to conclude
that this defect in Genl Warren is not controllable by him, and that he cannot
execute ao order without moclifying it, unless it is predicated on his suggestions
and even then as at Mine Run he will fail to execute if he thinks proper- Such a
defect strikes at the root of all Military subordination, and it is entirely out of
the question that I can command this Army, if each Corps Commander is to
exercise a similar independence of action-I think the favor I have shewn Genl
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Warren, the confidence I have had in his judgment and the reliance placed on
him have served perhaps to lead him into this error, but I hoped the gravity of
his error at Mine Run would have called his attention to the danger he was in.
The Lieut Genl Com'd'g, is aware that he authorized the relieving of Genl
Warren at Spottsylvania, but that I resisted hoping I should be able to overcome
the difficulty. I now acknowledge my inability to do so and ask that he be at once
relieved from command-If he could be assigned to some independent and
separate command he would do very well, for he is full of resources, of great coolness and firmness-It is only the difficulty he labors under of yielding his judgment to that of his superior officer, which impairs his efficiency." Copy, Meade
Papers, PHi.
1. On J une 17, "A Union Man in Bondage" placed a note in a bottle. ''If
this should fall into the hands of a Union man, this is to let the northern people
know that the Loyal League of the city of Richmond are ready to come to a
starting point to help the Union forces to capture the city of Richmond. There
is 300 ;u1d 50 of us left Richmond to try to get to the lines of the north if it please
God to aid us in the undertaking, but the Southerners watch us very sharply.
We have been in the swamps for two weeks now. The rebels are very weak and
Gen Grant can take Richmond with half of his Army. The rebels have placed 50
torpedoes in the rive.r ready to blow up the Union Gunboats-Please take warning in time-" Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.
O.R., I, xi, part 2, 161. Between June 21 and June 23, USG endorsed this letter.
"Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War'' Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated June 2.2 1864.
To MAJ GENL B UTLER
Nothing from Meade since ten a. m- at 10 all was quiet & the
line of investment being extended Our Cavalry left at 2 a m in
an exped to destroy the Danvile R R & to Communicate with Gen!
Hunter

u. s. GMNT

LtGnl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received,
O.R., I, xl, part 2, 320.
On Juoe.22, 1864, USG telegraphed to Maj . Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "The
siege train is now arriving & it will be necessary to place Col Abbot in charge of
it Please direct him to report to me in person A portion of his regt will be re-quired to take care of the train" Telegram received, DNA, RG 393 1 Dept. of
Va. and N. C., T elegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-
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USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 320. At 6: 50 P.M., Butler telegraphed
to USG. "Gen Smith asks of me two butter.ies of Rifled guns and two thirty
pounder parrots or 4½ in guns with ammunition. I have sent him a battery of
Rifled 10s. Three of my thirty Pounders are with Meade out of six which are all
I have. Smith has four 20s out of 9. already. As Meades Seige Train has got up
will you direct that he turn over to Smith the three 30 pdr and ammunition"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I, xl, part 2, 321. At
8: 15 P.M., BFig. Gen. John A. Rawlins t elegraphed to Butler. "The three ( 3)
thirty pounder parat guns and ammunition will be ordered turned over to Gen
Smith from these Headquarters" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
CoUected (Unbound) . O.R., I, xl, part 2, 321. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Please direct Col. Abbat to get four (4) of the 30 pd J.>a;rott
siege guns of the siege train just arrived to Gen Smith, as soon as possible."
Telegram received (at 11:15 P.M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. Printed as sent at 11: 15 P.M. in O.R., I , xl, part 2, 321. See letter to Maj.
Gen. William F. Smith, June 23, 1864.
At 7:20 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "A Prisoner belonging to the 48th
N , C. Cook's brigade lte th Heth's division of a. P. Hills Corps was captured by
General Foster today at Grovers House on the north side of the James He states
that his brigade consisting of the 48th 27th 46th & 15th N. C. numbering about
a thousand men left their breast works five IDJ1es in front of Richmond last night
on a scout Some Cavalry b,ad preceeded them by several days that they moved
there from before us near Petersburg on tl1e south side of the Appomattox yesterday about twelve ( 12) leaving Longstreets corps in our front. His brigade
crossed the James on a pontoon bridge below the Bluff. He further states that
the remainder of Hill's corps was distributed some in Petersburg & sotne upon
the other side of the Appomattox. That .it was currently rumored .in Camp that
Ewell had gone up the Valley to meet Hunter. H e also states that the rear line
his brigades being the last withdrew from my front yesterday about 12 & that
none but the front line remain. My signal officer reports that at two P. m. a train
of twenty five freight cars five (5) of them loaded with troops passed Port
VVakhft1'e Waltham Junction. This is the first train that has crossed since the
tearing up of the track" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received;
copy, ibid., RG 94-, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xi, part 2,
320.
Also on June 22, Rawlins telegaphed to Butler. "Your troops garrison this
place, and will until releh,ed by Gen Meade" Telegram received, DNA, RG
107, T elegrnms Collected (Unbound) ,

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point Va June 22d/64
GEN◄

The enclosed is the only thing tangible I have seen of the re-
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port put in circulation after the "Battle of the Wilderness. Your
are aware they have been corrected so far as any impression that
may have been made by them with the Authorities in Washington
is concerned.-If you see fit to forward the enclosed to N.[r. Clark
you are at liberty to do so. It is but just to you that this contradiction should be made public. and also that Capt. C. mintioned by
Mr. Clark should be made to give his authority for his statements.
yours U.S. GRANT
ALS, Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I , xl, part 2, 304-5. USG enclosed a letter of
June 14, 1864, from Isaac P. Clark, Boston, to USG. "A Capt Carruth of 1st
Mass Rgt Vol-returned home, reports. That at the Battle of the WildernessGenl. Meade, advised that the Army fall back again, as being impossible to advance, but that you would not permit it. Not believing that the Gallant Meade
volunteered any such advice, I have taken the liberty of informing you of the
report-which if untrue you will not require, even, laurels, forced upon you, at
the discredit of the hero of Gettysburg." ALS, Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi,
part 2, 305. On June 22, USG endorsed this letter. ''Gen. Meade on no occation
advised or counsiled falling back towards, much less across, the Rapidann. There
has been no word or act of his from the begining of this Campaign which indicated even a belief on his part that such a step would ever become necessary
Such rumors as you speak of are entirely idle and without the shadow of foundation." AES, Meade P apers, PHi.
At 9:40 A, M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "What
success have you met with in extending the investment of Petersburg" Copies,
DLC.USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O..R., I, xi, part 2, 303.
At 10: 30 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Birneys left was attacked last
evening which required him to throw it back & take a position in rear of the line
of circumvallation-He is moving up this morning & Wright is moving on his
left-As yet all is apparently quiet-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at 10:00 A.M.),
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, -xl, part 2, 303.
At 6:00 P.M. and 9:00 P.M.1 Meade telegraphed to USG. "Birney advanced
this morning hls left to envelop the enemy-Wright advanced on his left by a
road that separated him somewhat from Birney-Wright soon found the enemys
skirmishers & reported them in considerable force-Fearing Birneys left would
be exposed Barlow was ordered to move back so as to make connection w ith
Wright-While doing this he was vigorously attacked & thrown into some confusion-At the same time Gibbon oo the plank road Birneys right, was very
wannly attacked & forced back from his first line losing I regret to say 4 guns
Order was soon restored, but in view of tbese facts I directed the withdrawal of
Wright so as to make a secure connection with Birney-At this time all is quietIt is reported but I fear not reliable that Gibbon bas retaken his rifle pits & guns
-1 have ordered Birney & Wright at 7. P. M to make a vigorous attack & try to
drive the enemy back Prisoners report the whole of A. P. Hills corps with others
in our front-They say they marched out of their breastworks or fortifications
advancing nearly a mile- We have taken prisoners from each of the divisions of
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Hills corps-The morale of the men is not so good as I would like it, but I
deem it of the utmost consequeJlce to take the offensive-Scouts on our left report Wilson at Reams Station on the Weldon Road at 10 am today-They say
be burned the station & did other damage but on retiring was attacked by
cavalry & infantry-I hope to send you after dark some favorable news A prisoner who states he was on Provost guard at Petersburgh reports the arrival there
day before yesterday of troops from Johnstons army-" "Our line advanced
at 7. P M and have since been engaged-One the left & the center the enemy have
been pressed back considerably-On the right no advantage was gained-Our
lines are now secure and the effect of the advance has been good-I have ordered
a general advance at daylight & will try to push the enemy back to his worksI regret to say there is no confirmation of the report of the recapture of our guns
It is believed the enemy drew them off-We have taken about 110 prisoners
probably lost as many- Our casualties are I trunk light-" ALS (telegrams
sent ), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telebrrams received, ibid,, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 304.

To Maj. Gen. W illiam F. Smith
City Point June 22nd/ 64 10.45 a. m.
MAJ GEN SMITH CoMo'G 18TH A. C.
G ENERAL,

In glancing at your position yesterday it looked to me as if,
with the commanding positions on the high grounds about the
house, where Wright had his Hdqrs, there is no necessity for keeping more than picket guards in the bottom lands in front. If this is
so, it would leave a large portion part of your force from under fire,
and leave them ready to assist any place where they might be required. It would enable you to hold a greater length of line, and
move the whole of the A. P. to the left. Please give me your views
on this matter.
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
Telegram, copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R .,
I, xi, part 2, 327-28.
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To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va. June 22d 1864.
DEAR J ULIA,

This will be the last letter I shall write you until I receive an
answer to the one in which I gave you permission to come to Ft.
Monroe to spend the Summer. I feel certain you will come and
probably you will have started before this reaches you.
Our work progresses here slowly and I feel will progress securely until Richmond finally falls. The task is a big one and has to
be performed by some one.
Kisses for yourself and the children.
ULYS.

ALS, DLCUSG.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GENL H

City Point 9 a m
June23d 1864

w HALLECK

CHF OF STAFF

Yesterday and this morning have been consumed in [e]xtending our lines to the left to envelope Petersburg. The 2nd & 6th
Corps are now west of the Jerusalem plank road. Yesterday in
moving to this position the two corps became separated. the enemy pushed out between them and caus[e]d some confusion on the
left of the 2nd Corps and captured four pieces of artillery
Order was soon restored and the enemy pushed back. This
morning no enemy is fouod on our left. This will be pushed
forward until the enemy is found. The Petersburg papers of yesterday states that Hunter has been routed and already three thousand
of his men have been captured

us GRANT

LtGenl
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Telegram received (at 7:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. O .R., I,
xl, part 2, 330.
On June 23, 1864, 1:30 P,M., USO telegraphed to Maj, Gen. Henry W.
Halleck. "Please order Genl De Trobriand Jto] repot1 to Genl Meade for \futy,
[a)nd Genl LC Hunt to Gen! Dix Hunt is here-" Telegram received (on June
24, 5 : 30 A.M. ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 94,
Letters Received, 610A 1864; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 331. On June 2, Brig. Gen. Lewis C. Hunt, Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., had telegraphed to USG. "l have finished my inspection
tour & am ready for a Command any where Can you give me a good Brigade
in the Army of the Potomac Answer at St Louis Lindell Bouse" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On June 5, USG
telegraphed to Hunt, St. Louis. "Report to Gen Meade for duty" Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, SO, 66; DNA, RG 108, Letters Se,nt. See telegram to Maj. Gen.
Henry W. Halleck, June 28, 1864.

To Maj, Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point, Va. June 23d 1864.

MAJ. GEN. H. w. HALLECK
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY,

GENERAL,

The siege of Richmond bids fare to be tedious, and in consequence of the very extended lines we must have, a much larger
force will be necessary than would be required in ordinary sieges
against the same force that now opposes us. With my present force
I feel perfectly safe against Lee's Anny, and acting defensively
would still feel so against Lee and Johnston combined. But we
want to act offensively. In my opinfon to do this, effectively we
should concentrate our whole energy against the two principal
Armies of the enemy. In other words nothing should be attempted
except in Georgia and here, that is not directly in co-operation with
these moves. West of the Miss. I would not attempt any thing until
the rebellion East of Hie it is entirely subdued. I would then direct
Canby to leave Smith unmolested where he is; to make no move ex•
cept such as is necessary to protect what he now holds. All the
troops he can spare should be sent here at once. In my op-inion the
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white troops of the 19th Corps can all come together, with many
of the colored troops.
I wish you would place this matter before the Sec. of War and
urge that no offensive operations West of the Miss. be allowed to
commence until matters here are settled. Send the 19th Corps and
such other troops as you can, from the Dept. of the Gulf, to me.
Very respectfully
your obt. svt.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, Schoff Collection, MiU-C. O.R., I, xxxiv, part 4, 514-15; ibid., I , xl, part
2, 330-=31. On June 26, 18641 11:30 I\.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "I have telegraphed instructions to Gen! Canby in accordance
with your note, and sent copies by special messengers." ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; telegram received, ibid. See O.R.,
I , xxxiv, part 4, 528.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point [4:00 P.M.]
Dated June 231864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER
Give Gen Smith as many reinforcements as you can & instruct
him to relieve as much of Burnsides as he can, at least one di'n
front, so as to enable Meade to e~1:end & protect his left. Meade is
now to the Welden Railroad. If possible I would like Burnside relieved between this & morning.

U.S. GRANT
Lt Gen!
Tele~ received (at 4:23 P.M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4,5, 59,
67. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 362. On June 2S, 1864, 4:35 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Despatch in regard to reinforcing Smith recieved-It shall be done-Orders will go out immediately. The troops will be
moved at once. I will send Turners Division which will leave me four thousand
(4000) old troops on this line-" LS ( telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
Printed as received at 5:03 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 362.
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At 3:40 P .M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "A Party of N. Carolina troops
have cut the telegraph line we are endeavoring to Establish to J ames town Island
I have sent down a small cavalry squad who report all that part of the Country
near Branden & Surry Court House filled with deserters-stragglers from the
Anny of Potomac. Might not General Patrick t&lie send a company or two
Cavalry to gather them up I have sent fifty Cavalry to clean out the gurrillas
at Surry C. H. and to warn the inhabitants there that is not respected their
houses will be burnt and some of them get hanged" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound) ; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 4: 30 P.M. in O.R., I, xi, pal't 2 1
362. On the same day, Butler telegraphed to USG. "1 have the honor to forward
the following portion of a deserters statement made this evening. 'John Conroy
14th Va regt Huntons brigades states that he saw a Richmond paper of today &
that it stated that Early now commanding Ewells Corps had a fight yesterday
with Maj Gen Hunter 12 Miles from Lynchburg, & that Hunter was retreating
& endeavoring to join Gen Averill's forces" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.• RG 108, Letters
Received.
At 6:20 P.M. and 8: 30 P.M. , Butler telegraphed to USG. "I take leave to send
you my memo. of the present organisation of the Armies on this line with their
positions I believe it nearly accurate It is from an examination of the prisoners
deserters and refugees from almost every Brigade I have a few cigars which
I think pretty good Will you try them" ALS ( telegram sent), ibid., RG 393,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press). "Two Brigades of Turners
division had passed the Ponton bridge at 8 o clock I think I can promise you
an advance by Smith taking the hill in his front in the moring" ALS ( telegram
sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xi, part
2,363.
Also on June 23, Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "Foster
has been re•inforced by one brigade, which is now entrenching on the down
stream side of Four Mile Creek. That second bridge from Jones Neck to the
lower side of the creek was laid last night. That point is now I think, for good,
in our possession, and I suppose some picket firing is going on. I will telegraph
at once to Foster." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C,, Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
362.

On June 24, 8: 15 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "The signal officer reports. River Bank Spring Hill Signal Station 8.15 AM. Fifteen (15) cars
loaded with troops just passed the Junction towards Richmond and fifteen
wagons down the turnpike towards Petersburg" Copy, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). See 0.R., I, xl, part 2, 397; telegram to M.ij. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler, June 25, 1864.. Also on June 24, Butler forwarded to USG
a signal message of 10: 30 A.M. reporting skirmishing on bis picket line. Copy,
DNA. RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). See O.R., I, x.I, pa.rt 2,398.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 23 1864.

T o MAJ GEN MEA.bE
I wish you would send two (2) Companies of Engineers to Smiths
front to establish Mortar batteries if you are not using the Cohorns with the A. P please send them also our siege train has
not yet arrived on the 19th I received a despatch from Washington saying that the last vessel having this train on board e{ sailed
tbat afternoon I have sent Comstock to look it up and hurry it
up-

U. s. GRANT

LieutGenl
T elegram received, DNA, RG 94-, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4,5, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 331. On June 24, 1864, 7:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of yesterday in relation to cohorns
just received.-Genl. Hunt has six mortars at City Point which he designed for
the 18th corps when it was a part of this army I have directed him to tum them
over to Maj. Genl. Smjtb-My Engineer troops are actively employed and can
not well be spared-besides I understand the mortars are furnished with beds &
there is n[o]thing whatever to be dooe but to smooth a level place to set them
in- " ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part. 2,
373. See telegram to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, June 24,, 1864.
On June 23, 7:30 A.M . , 8:00 A. M., and 2 :00 F . M . (sent at 2:45 P.M, ),
l\feade telegraphed to USG. "The lines of the 6 & 2d corps were advanced at daylight The 6 corps found no enemy in their front.-The 2d corps found none
on their left but met a strong skirmish line on the right centre & right-This has
been forced back & the right of the corps occupies the line, which was occupied
yesterday- The whole line is advancing & swinging on the right of the 2d corps
which is close up to the main line of the enemy on the Jerusalem plank road-I
shall continue to advance & develop the enemys position, but the process will be
long & tedious arising 1st from the nature of the country which is a densely
wooded thicket, but principally from the necessity of keeping a close connectionthe omission to do which yesterday enabled the enemy to penetrate between the
6th & 2d corps taking the latter in reverse & producing much confusion & disorder the reestablishing order talcing more time thao would have been consumed, if the connection had never been broken- Prisoners taken this morning
report the enemy falling back last night to what line they do not know-the
presumption is to their fortifications; but I must watch my left flank carefully, as
the more we envelop the enemy, the farther advanced the left js & until we hold
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to the river, my centre & rear is greatly exposed. I have retained from Wilsons
command a small force of cavalry to watch the left.-Burnside reports an attack
about 11 P M yesterday, wbich he repulsed His picket line he says was at one
point driven in but quickly re-established-I am not able to judge of the practica•
bility of holding to tbe river above till more information of the line held by the
enemy is known but from present appearances I infer we shall have to extend our
right corps 5th & 9th more to the left & across the Jerusalem plank road to enable me to hold to the river-1 will keep you advised of any thing occurring-"
"Petersburgh paper of the 22d inst has the following-'A despatch from Lynchburgh of Monday states that the Reserve forces were ordered to Liberty to take
charge of the prisoners captured from Hunter-lt is no longer a retreat but a rout
a stampede in which the vandals are vainly endeavoring to escape the just vengeance due their crimes-The Sentinel says a report was current in Rkhmond on
Monday night that three thousand of Hunters men had been captured'-The
paper will be sent to you-Nothing new since last despatch from the lines..-"
"There is nothing new-The 6 & 2d corps are endeavoring to get into position,
but the character of the ground & the difficulty of ensuring co-operation has delayed the movement-Signal officers report the enemy Il)oving to our left-possibly to attack Wright-possibly to occupy their works in anticipation of his
advance-Wrights skirmishers have reached the Wldon R. Rd-Contrabands report the cars returning this A. M Wilson having destroyed the road at Reems
Station-It is also reported that L ee's division of Cavalry have gone after him-I
have ordered the small cavalry force with me to endeavor to destroy still more of
the road & should Wright secure a position on it, l will set infantry at the same
work-I am a little anxious about my left, we are so extended, it gives the enemy
a chance to mass at that point & I have no re-inforcements to send-lf attacked
by superior force Wright will have to withdraw doubling on Birney who will reinforce him as his line can be vacated by Wrights moveme.nt-1 forward a plan
of operations suggested by Wan-en with my reply thereto.-" ALS (telegrams
sent) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegrams received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 331-33. The enclosures in the last telegram are printed ibid., p. 333.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 3.30 [P.M.]
Dated June 23 1864.

To MAJ GEN 1\1.EADE
Gen Butler can spare several thousand more troops for Smith
as soon as fortifications North of the James are a little stronger
which will enable Smith to extend over a greater front & give you
troops to move to the left. I will rum ditect him to send what he
can at once & to order Smith to relieve Smiths [Burnside?s] right
Div I would not think of moving the whole of your Command
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with Jess than ten days rations & then it would te be to turn the
enernys right-Cross the Appomattox & force a connection with
Butler between Richmond & Petersburg I have directed the 19th
Corps to be sent here but it will take 20 days to bring them By
keeping the little Cavalry you have well on the watch at the left I
think you will have timely notice to save it if attacked

US GRANT
LtGen
TelegrllJD received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 591 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I , xl, part 2, 333-34,
On J une 23, 1864, 4 :00 P.M. and .5:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to M aj. Gen.
George G. Meade. "I have directed Gen Butler to try to· relieve Burnside of at
least one division front of his line between this & morning" "A Div will start
this evening to increase Smiths force & enable him to relieve at least a Div front
of Burnside you can make your arrangements accordingly" Telegrams received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid.,
"HG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R.,

I, xl, part 2, 334.
At 9:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Whilst the 6th corps was moving into position, signal officers reported the movement of a heavy column of the
enemy to our left-I immediately notified Genl. Wright, and directed him if the
enemy threatened him to take the initiative, and attack him unless the movement of the enemy should be such as to endanger his flank-About 4 PM Genl.
W right reported the appearance of the enemy on his left having driven in his
advance guard & a working party on the R. Rd-I immediately reite:rated my
orders to him to act at once & promptly-Instead of ta.king either of these courses,
he permitted the enemy to move at will until he became alarmed not only for his
left but his rear, and called for reenforcements-1 again urged him to attack at
all h azards and received for reply there was no time to form columns-I ordered
an attack in line, but darkness was the eitcuse-As Genl. Wrights position &: line
is faulty, and as he can give me no information of the enemy, except be believes
him in great force on his flank, I have autherised him to with draw to the po•
sition occupied last night, which is better fitted for maneuvering (to,m]otrow.-1
can not understand there has been any thing but heavy skirmishing-I think you
had better come up here tomorrow if convenient.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram received (on June
24, 3: 15 A.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0 .R., I, xi, part 2, 334. On June
24 1 8: 00 A.M ., Meade telegraphed to USG. "May I expect you at the front this
morning-I deem it of importance to yoo tea have an interview with you-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies,
i bid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; (,2) Meade Papers, PHi;
DLC-Andrew Johnson. O.R., I, :x:l, part 2, 373. At 8:00 A.M . , USG telegraphed
to Meade. "I leave here at once for your Head quarters" ALS ( telegram sent),
Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Conn. At 10:50 A.M., USG telegraphed to
Meade. "Will l meet you at your Rd Qrs or elswhere on the line? I want to go to
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the left before going back even if I should meet you before." ALS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unboutld). At 11:00 A.M., Meade
telegraphed to USG. "I am awaiting you at my Hd. Qrs which are on the Jerusalem plank road on the left hand side just beyond the Jones House or about a
mile from the line of battle on that road l send Maj.. Riddle A. D C. who will
guide you here." ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG S93, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, Plli; DLC-Aiidrew Johnson. OR., I, xl, part 2, 374.

.

To /Vlaj. Gen. William F. Smith
June 23rd 1864

Mu GEN w. F. SMITH
Col\m'G 18TH CORPS

Gen Halleck telegraphed on the 19th that the last of the seige
train had left Washington. Seeing some of Gen Butlers artillery
on boat, I supposed it was the seige train. Comstock has gone to
hurry it up. As soon as received it will be forwarded Two companies of Engjneers will be sent you in the morning.
U. S GRANT Lt Gen
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I, xi_, part 2, 369. On June 22, 1864, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to
Maj. Gen. William F. Smith. "Lieut Gen Grant directs me to say that Gen
Butle.r has sent 4 seige guns and that if you will telegraph what you need others
will be sent you from the seige train so soon as possible" Telegram received,
DNA, RG 94, ·war Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James,
Unentered Papers. O.R., I , xi, part 2, 328. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler, June 22, 1864. At 8:00 P.M. and 8:20 P.M., Smith telegraphed to
Comstock. "Since the receipt of your despatch Gen') .Butler telegraphs me that he
has asked from your H'd Qr's. that seige guns be sent me from the seige train,
which he says has just arrived. I have but S 30 lb guns in position & they are
needed to keep the Battery quiet on the other side of the Appomattox." "Four
8 inch Mortars Could be used with great advantage on my front." Telegrams
received (the second at 10:20 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . On June ~3, Smith telegraphed to Comstock. "I have as yet heard
nothing of the Heavy guns. I have been shelling the town & R. R. bridge slowly
all day but the guns are too small to effect any serious result.'' Telegram received, ibid. On the same day, Lt. Col. Orville E , Babcock telegraphed to Smith.
"Comstock has gone to Fort Monroe to hunt up and hurry along the heavy guns"
Telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
(dated June 24) ibid. On June 23, Comstock telegraphed to Smith, care of Brig.
Gen. Seth Williams. "Telegrams received. Colonel Abbot has been directed to
send you the 8-inch mortars as soon as they arrive." O.R., I, xi, part 2, 369. On
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the same day, Willfams wrote to Comstock. ''Your dispatch for General Smith
has been received and will be at once forwarded. Our telegraph line from City
Point runs it is believed within a short distance of Genl. Smith's present Headquarters and if operators are sent to him he will be enabled to have telegraphic
communication with you. All the operators we have are indispensably necessary
at these Headquarters and with the several Corps, and we have no more field wire
than is required for this Army. Should you have occasion to send dispatches to
General Smith, as matters now are, it will save tune to send your clisp11tches to
General :Burnside's Headquarters, or to the Point of Rocks if there is an office at
that place." Copy, DLC-Andrew Johnson. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 370.
On June 24, Smith wrote to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "My wagons &
men with proper requisitions went to City Point today for Coehorn mortarsThe depot ordnance officer refused to issue without approval of Lt. Edie-Will
you please give orders to issue as my wagons are at City Point also for the issue
of Spencer Rifles & Sharps Carbines" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 2, 401.
Also on .June 24, Smith twice telegraphed to USG. "l _have the honor to
en[c]lose to you a rebel newspaper that came [t]hrough our picket line without
my knowl[e]dge, but as it contains important news from Genl. Hunters command, I take the liberty of forwarding it to you direct" LS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 393, 18th Army Corps, Telegrams Sent (Press). "l have made all
arrangements to take the hill in front of my left which will save me from much
annoyance if I succeed. I think I can do it without serious loss- the time ap•
pointed is 7 P. M. But learning that you are on the field, I have judged best t o
defer to your judgment" Copies, ibid.; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xi, pnrt 2, 400. At 7:35 P.M., Smith telegraphed to USG.
"Findin,g that Gen! Turner had only 2800 men & that his preparations were not
as complete as I wished owing to unforseen difficulties & for ~ reasons besides
that I think good, I have postponed the attack" Copy, DNA, RG 107~ Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). At 10:00 P.M., Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "Private
Patrick Lee of the 27th S. C. Regt., a deserter from the enemy, has just beeft
~ come in He states that most of his regt. were captured this morning
in the chge. in front of the 18th A. C., and that Genl. Beauregard is in command and has about thirty thousand (30 000) troops." Copy, ibid. On June 25,
Si:µjth telegraphed to USG. ''In giving Gen! Turner notice that l should not
make the attack until I had seen or heard from you he misunderstood me &
suspended his preparations. When I arrived on tbe ground I found that it would
be too dark for my artillery to be effettive in cleaning the rifle pits & in addition to that Gen Turner had but 2800. in place of 3500 men as I supposed &
it took all my reserves to fill his first line after his assaulting column was out &
as that left me weak I determined under all the Circumstances to postpone the
affair, rather than run ris"k: of a failure when I think there is no necessity for
-0ne" ALS (telegram sent), ibid.; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2,426.
On June 26, Smith telegraphed to USG. "There was a good deal of firing
yesterday on my front but I have succeeded in almost entirely quieting the rebel
batteries that were acting on me. This morning I am firing one 30 pound shot
into the city every fifteen minutes & practising to get the ranges with the 8 inch
mortars. The small ones are not yet ready to open but will be soon. The enemy
.are doing a little mortal' firing this morning but not doing much damage l be-
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lieve." ALS (telegram sent-undated), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On the same
day, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "A. Deserter from the 20th G.A infantry hos
just come in, He States that Longstreets Corps is on this front & Genl Beauregard in Petersburg & A. Strong force Extending to Druries Bluff." Copy, ibid.,
RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 458.
Also on June 26, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins, sending a copy to Maj.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. ''The ill health of Brig. Gen. Hinks, Comd'g Colored
Division, will compel him to give up his duties for a while, if not permanently
and I am left without a proper officer to command a Djvision, the value of which
will depend upon the ability with which it is ledt. The second in command, Brig
Genl. Wild, is entirely unfitted for the command & besides is in arrest at present,
for insubordination. Gen Hinks Division now numb[ers] in the field return of
today five thousand men neaJ-ly-of this there are four regiments, three of dismounted cavalry & one of infantry, yet undrilled in loading their muskets, numbering in all about twenty two hundred men, & Genl. Hinks reports them unfitted, by reason of ignorance of drills, for service in the field. I would therefore
respectfully recommend that these men be sent back to some point where they
can be instructed and aid .in holding entrenched lines or positions which will
have to be held wherever the main army may be. taking out these regimen[ts]
which I dare not trust in any responsible position, will leave to Genl. Hinks
about Twenty Eight hundred men. [I] understand that Genl. Ferrero Comd'g
Di[v] of co[lore]d troops [in the Ninth Corps, has abou]t four thousand men. I
have therefore respectfully to suggest that the two Divisions be consolidated
under the command of Genl. Ferrero, known to be an excellent Division Commander, and that the consolidated Division be assigned to the 9th, or 18th.
Corps, as the Genl. in-chief may judge best for the interest of the service. There
is also in this command, one light Battery with colored Cannoneers-which is
expenslve and wor[se] than worthless, which I respectfully recommended be
broken up-the men transferred to the Infantry. The Captain of the Battery is
well recommended to me & it might be judged good to allow him to fill up his
Battery from volunteers from the Heavy Artillery in th.is corps. I deem the Subject of this letter, one of such importance, as to require the immediate attention
of the Lt. Genl. Comdg." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, 18th Army
Corps, Telegrams Sent (Press); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Misdated June 18 in O.R., I, xi, part 2, 202-3. On June 26, 11:00 P.M.,
Butler telegrnphed to Smith, sending a copy to Rawlins. "I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of of your telegram a copy of which you have forwarded
directly to the Lt Gener11l as l am informed in regard to colored troops-ae
From some of its propositions I dissent-your field ration of the twenty third
(23) inst gives seven thousand eight hundred & fifty two colored troops for
duty in this despatch you say you have now nearly five thousand 5000 what
has become of nearly three thousand (3000) of these troops in three (3) daysAs to Choates colored battery it bas been well drilled highly spoken of I know
its commander is a good officer and he has expressed confidence in his men-In
your dispatch of the twenty third (23d) upon the authority of your chief of
Artillery you reported the colored battery inefficient but '11S that officer is of that
class who do not trust any colored troops and has since proved his own inefficiency by deliberately riding into the enemys lines in a fit of aberration or other
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delerium as I am infQrmed &: been captured by them, I am not inclined to base
much official action on his judgement-It can hardly be true in fact that the
three ( 3) regiments of colored cavalry and one (1) of infantry are yet undrilled
in loading their muskets as one of these regiments was in the charge for which
you have publicly so highly completer the colored troops and took the works they
were ordered to do-If these are not to be depended upon you have few colored
or other troops that can be-Much as l value Genl Hinks se.rvices and I yield to
no man in my appreciation of them I should hardly advise the disorganization of
his division because of his loss If however the Lt General chooses to carry out
a suggestion made by him some days since giving to Genl Burnside the troops
of the ninth army corps which are now in this department in the eighteenth 18th
corps and giving us General Ferreros division instead as you seem to desire this
change for the purpose of consolidating the colored troops I will not objectSupposing however until now that this was against your wish I have objected
but will now withdraw it and allow the change to be made so far as it rests with
me-As you are entrenching before Petersburgh as you suggest you will find the
good troops to bold entrenchments I will forward a copy of this note to the
Chief of Sta.ff of the Commanding General so that he may have our views before
him at the same time although as a rule I would not send forward such communications without an interchange of views- " ALS (telegram sent-incomplete), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 458-59. On June 28, Smith telegraphed to
Rawlins. "The Maj. Genl: Comd'g Dept: Va. & N. C. having done me the honor
to forward to yett me a copy of his Endorsement on a letter to you of the 26th
inst, with reference to the Colored Troops, I deem it due to myself, and the interests of the Service, which I was honestly endeavouring to promote, to fot'\Yard
for the information of the Lieut Geo): Comdg, communfoatioos upon the subject,
from B.rig: Genl. Hinks, Comd'g Colored Div, and Capt. Choate Comd'g Colored
Battery, with a brief statement of my own. M y 'field return' of the 23rd inst had
in it a Clerical Error, in which one of Genl: Hinks' Brigade was twi[ce] counted,
which will account for th[e] discrepancy meo[tion]ed. In my letter to you, I made
the assertion therein contained, giving oo authority, &: therefore taking the responsibility as to the correctness of the Statement, upon m yself, Therefore the
Maj Genl: Comd'g. Dept. Va & N. C. had no warrant for his assertion, that my
statement was based upon that of my Chief of Arty. With reference to Captn
Elder, I have to remark that he had been hard at work night & day since my arrival here&: from the best information that I can gather, his aberration was due
to his exposure during the entire day, to the e11treme heat of th.e s un. The accompanying papers will show to the Lt. Genl: Comdg my authority for the state•
ment I have made. That testimony may be corroborated by my own observatiollS
on the field of Battle. I would particularly call attention to the statement of
Genl: Hinks with reference to the 5th Mass: Colored Cavly. (dismounted) &:
th.e part of the action ef in which that regiment was engaged. I did not propose
in my letter to entirely break up the T wo Whit[e) Divisions of the 18th Corps
or to have white regiments transferred from [a corps w]here [they] were well
contented, to a Corps where they had no associations & to which, as I learn, have
expressed no disposition to go. But if the reorganization which I have proposed
to the Lt Gen!, should be adopted, &: that reorganization should carry wiUi it
the disorganization of the two White Divisions of this Corps, I would rest satisfied thinking the Gen!, in chief judged it best for the interests of the Service- "
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LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, 18th Anny Corps, Telegrams Sent (Press).

O.R., I, xi, part 2, 489, An undated telegram from Smith to Rawlins was probably sent on June 29. "The Documents I sent you yesterday in reference to
colored troops, were sent to you direct by mistake-will you please send them
back to me that I may send them through Genl. Butler" Copy, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On July S, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins.
"}Jave you received my communications~ through Genl. Butler, concerning
the condition of negro troops & Battery" ALS (telegram sent) , ibid. O.R., I, xi,
part 2, 618.
On July 5, 11:20 A.r,t., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Brig Gen E W Hinks
was ordered by me to report for duty in command at Point Look Out because his
wounds unfitted him for service in the field Gen Hinks was taken from that
Post to come into the .field hoping to be able to go through He is admirably
fitted for that position. This order was made while that Post was in my command, and Gen! Hinks started for his post. But since I am infonned fu+g- GeDl
lkf.&es that Post has been annexed to the dept of Washington I desire therefore an order from the Lt General assingng Genl Hinks-to that duty-relieving
Col. Draper of the 36th U S Colored who is now detained from his regiment in
that Command and is a Valuable officer I believe it to be in contemplation to
assign Brig Gen James Barnes to point Look Out but Gen Barnes is an educated
able bodied officer wheee is maeh whose services ate much needed in the field"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 18. See ibid., I, itl, part 2, 459-60,
540, 577, 639. On the same day, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special
Orders No. 49. "Brig Gen E. W. Hinsks U.S. Vols is hereby ass-igned to the
command of Point Lookout Md and will relieve Col Draper 36th Regiment U. S.
Colored Troops now on duty there," Copies, DLC-USG, V, 51, 62, 67; (2) DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xi, part 3, 6. On the same day,
Smith wrote to Rawlins. ''Have you received the letter from me inclosing the
statements of Bt ig. Gen. E. W. Hinks and Captain Choate with reference to the
condition of the colored troops of this corps? The division is now commanded by
a colonel, who is reported to me by General Hinks as being inefficient. I am extremely anxious the general should take ,Some steps to make this organization as
effective as possible. While I think them capable of being made excellent infantry soldiers, they particularly need intelligent, brave, energetic, and resolute
officers. I think unless care is taken to give them officers of this class the experiment will prove a failure. lf the general is not entirely satisfied regarding the
conectness of t he report as to the condition of these troops I would respectfully
suggest that a commission be appointed to examine into and report upon their
necessities in order to render them effective at once." Ibid., pp. 26-27.
On July 7, 12:40 P,M. , Col. Edward D. Townse11d telegraphed to USG.
"General Order two hundred fourteen (214) of June twenty first (21st ) adds
that portion of Maryland between the Patuxent, the Cheasapeake, and Potomac
including Point.Lookout to Department of Washington Previous to your Special
Order of July fifth (5th) the Secretary of War had assigned General Barnes to
command at Point-Lookout. He has now ordered General Hinks to report for
temporary duty here-Please acknowledge receipt" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegraillll Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid. 0.R., I,
xxxvii, part 2, 99. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Townsend. "Dispatch

T/1.e Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

122

of twelve forty ( 12 40) p. m. this date relative to orders for General Hinks to
report to Washingtol) for duty received." Telegram received (on July 8, 12:30
A.M.), DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 658A 1864; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67.
On July 8, Smith twice telegraphed to Rawlins, the first time at 1:55 P.M.
"Have some documents forwarded by me through General Butler's headquarters,
with reference to the colored troops, been received at your headquarters?" "More
than one week since I had the honor to forward certain papers for the consideration of the lieutenant-general commanding the armies of the United States. These
papers had reference to the condition of the negro troops, and I deemed the suggestions of importance fo the service. I have, therefore, respectfully to request
that the major-general coTOIDanding the Depl\l'tment of Virginia and North Caro~
Jina may be called upon to forward those papers, which were sent to the headquarters of the armies through the headquarters of the department." O.R., I, xl,
part 3, 87-88.
On June 21, Smith had forwarded to Rawlins copies of his acrimonious correspondence with Butler and asked to be relieved. Ibid., I, xl, part 2, 301. The
enclosures are ibid., pp. 299-301. See telegram to Maj. Gen. William F. Smith,
July 2, ]864,

To Elihu B. Washburne
City Point Va. June 23d 1864.
HoN.

E. B. WAsH1NGTONBURN,

DEAR SIR.
In answer to your letter of a few days ago asking what 11S" stands
for in my name I can only state nothing. It was a mistake made by
Senator Morris of Ohio when application was first made for my
appointment as Cadet to West Point. My mother's family name is
Simpson and having a brother of that name Mr. Moms, who knew
both of us as children, got the matter confounded and sent in the
application for Cadetship for Ulysses S. Grant. I tried on entering
West Point to correct this mistake but failing, after I received my
Diploma and Commission, with the "S" inserted, adopted it and
have so signed my name ever since.
Every thing is progresses here slowly. The dispatches given by
the Sec. of War contains all the news.
Yours Truly
U. s. GRANT
ALS, NHL
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Cjty Point 9 am
June 24th 1864

MAJ GEN H w HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

No special change [or] news to report for yesterday The enemy shew himself in large force on our left in the evening and Meade
ordered him attacked Failing in getting the attack made before
dark he then ordered the left corps back to the position which they
bad just left- This was taken without being followed [ u]p by
enemy
U.S.GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received,DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4.5, 59, 67. O,R., I,~. part 1, 15-14.; ibid.,
I, xl, part. .2, 3 72.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GEN

Hw

Hd Qrs Army Potomac
2 30 p m June 24th 1864
HALLECK

CHF OF STAFF

I find the affait- of the 22nd was much worse than I had hereto•
fore learned. Our losses (nearly all captures) was not far from
two thousand, and [f]our pieces of artillery. The affair was a stampede and surprise to both parties and ought to have been turned in
our favor.
Richmond paper of yesterday states that Hunter at last accounts was at Salem retiring by the route taken by Averill last fall.
Our cavalry [ ( s]mall detachment) is now on the Weldon road
destroying it.
Wilson with Seven thousand Cavalry started the night of the
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22nd Richmond paper announces that he struck the South side
road in Dinwiddie
This morning about 7 am the enemy attempted an assault
[on] Genl WF Smiths front-Prisoners [sa]y in three lines. none
but the skirmish line reached our advance and most of them were
captured
U.S.GRANT

Lt Genl
Telegram, received ( on June 25, 1864, 7: 40 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound). O.R., I, -xl, part 1, 14; ibid., I, -xl, part .2, 372-73.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ. GEN. H. w. HALLECK,
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE

City Point, Va., June 24th 1864.

ARMY,

GENERAL:.

Your letter stating that Gens. Rosecrans and Curtis are calling
for more troops is received. 1 am satisfied you would hear the same
call if they were stationed in Maine. The fact is the two Depts.
should be merged into one and some officer, who does not govern
so largely through a secret police system as Rosecrans does, put in
command. I do think the best interests of the service demands that
Rosecrans should be removed and some one else placed in that
command. It makes but little difference who you assign it would be
an improvement. I had suspected wrong management on the Miss.
river but believed Washburne and Slocum would purify matters,
so far ~s their commands and their powers go. Have they not done
so?
You ask if the resignation of Gen. Crocker should be accepted,
and if he is qualified for the command of New Mexico. Crocker
and Sheridan, I think, were the best Division Commanders I have
ever known. Either of them are qualified for any command. I would
say by all means retain Gen. Crocker in the service and send him to
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New Mexico. The only available Maj . Gen. I can think of to take
the Dept. of the Mo., if the President will consent to the change,
and I hope be will, is N. J . T. D ana. 1

Very respectfully
Your Obt. Svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
LS, Schoff Collection, MiU-C. O.R., I, xniv, part 4, 527. On June. 22, 1864,
Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck wrote to USG. "1 enclose herewith a copy of Genl
Sherman's report of operations, just recieved. Genl Stahl is organizing a column
of all available forces in West Virginia to protect an ammunition train for Genl
Hunter. If the enemy's forces in the valley in Hunter's rear should prove as
numerous as reported, it will hardly be possible to get through. Nothing has
been heard here directly from Genl Hunter since be sent Stahl back and our
scouts have not been able to [p)as[sJ the rebel [lines. General StJahl [isl acting
under verbal instructions of Hunter and may be able to communicate with him
as he advances. Difficulties in Kentucky seem to have subsided for the present.
Genls Rosecrans & Curtis are continually calling for more troops in their Depts,
the President & members of congress being flooded with stampeding telegrams.
They want twenty thousand men to oppose two thousand guerrillas. Brig Genl
M. M. Croc.ker has tendered his resignation on account of ill-health, but his
friends are urging that it be not accepted & that he be sent to New Mexico or
~izona. The Secty is willing to do this, if in you[r] opinion Genl C. should be
retained in service & is compete[n]t for a frontier command like the one suggested. He desires your opinion on this matter as early as convenient. Reports to
Staff Depts indicate stupendous frauds in Gen! Banks' command, at Vicksburg
and on the Miss river generally. Genl Canby proposes a very general change of
commanders, and for this purpose nearly all general officers not in virtual
command have been sent to him." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent ( Press).
0.R., I, xxxvii, part 1, 660; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 303; (incomplete) ibid., I, :xxx:iv,
part 4, 504-5. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, June 25, 1864.
On June 27, Halleck wrote to USG. "Your note of the 24th is recieved & has
been submitted to the Secty of War. As both the Secty and myself strongly opposed the appointment of Genl Rosecrans to the Dept of Mo. it is not probable
that we can effect any change at the present time. Genl Cracker's resignation has
oot been accepted, & he has been ordered to New Mexico for the benefit of his
health. I hear no complaints of Genl Washburne at Memphis or of Genl Slocum
at Vicksburg. I believe it was partly through them that the frauds to whlch I referred were develloped. Many of these frauds seen to have their source in Agents
of the Treasy Dept and to be connected with trade licenses and the leasing &
stocking of abandoned plantations. Cotton trading & speculation seem to be the
main levers of corruption & fraud on the Miss. both io the army & navy. I hope
congress will enable us to make a draft soon. Unless the commutation clause is
repealed we can get no men, and our armies are melting away at a frightful rate.
We must have some means of keeping up the supply or we go to the wall." ALS,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent (Press) . 0.R., I, x:xxiv, part 4, 568.
On July l, 10:30 A.M., Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed
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to President Abraham Lincoln. "•.. I have in the most informal way communicated to Gen Grant the substance of what you said respecting Rosecrans & Curtis.
He thinks the most useful way to employ Rosecrans would be to station him at
some convenient point on the northern frontier with the duty of detecting & exposing rebel conspiracies in Canada" Telegram received (at 8:00 P.M.), DLCEdwin M. Stanton. O.R., I, xl, part I, 28.
1. Napoleon J. T. Dana of Maine, USMA 1842, served in the Mexican War
and resigned as of M arch 1, 1855, to become a banker in St. Paul, Minn. Appointed col., 1st Minn., as of Oct. 2, 1861, and brig. gen. as of Feb. 3, 1862, he
served in \ia. until severely wounded at Antietam. Appointed maj. gen. as of
Nov. 29, 1862, he commanded briefly in Texas after his recov•ery, and on Aug.
11, 1864, was assigned command of the District of Vicksburg.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 10 15 PM
Dated June 24th 1864.
To MAJ, GENERAL MEADE
H you can spare Col Burton 1 I wish you wou1d send bim to report to Gen Smith to take charge of the portion of the siege train
now on its way out to him. The whole of the siege train is now up.
Such portions of it as you think can be used advantageously on
your front will be sent to you at any time
U. s GRANT
Lieut Gnl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, WIil' Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, .'374. On June 24, 1864, 11,00 P.M., Maj. Geo. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of 10.15 received. I can use a portion
of the siege train and shall require Col Burton to take charge of it now that Col.
Abbott for whom I applied in April last, & who I understood would be sent with
the train, is now with Genl Butler & can be given to Gen! Smith-I am also informed that Genl. Smith has a competent officer Col. Gibson under his im.n:lediate
command who is available for this duty; I have therefore less hesitation in asking
to r e t ~ Col. Burton for my own purposes." AL$ (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 315.
On the same day, Maj. Gen. William F. Smith telegraphed to Brig. Gen.
John A. Rawlins. "In my opinion it is highly important to have an Artillery officer of great experience & high attainments in charge of all the Artillery in my
line. I have no one to fill th.is position. Understanding that the reserve artillery of
the A. P . is broken up, I would respectfully ask that Col. Burton be ordered to
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report' to me at once, if consistent with the interests of the service" LS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). D.R., I, xl, part
2, 400. On June 25, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "I have the honor to request
that Lt Daniel T. Wells 8th US lnf.y may be detailed to act as Commissary of
Musters for the 18th Army Corps. Capt Cogswell Commanding the Regiment
informs me that Lt Wells can be spared." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. On the same day, Smith telegraphed to Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers.
"It is highly important that I should have a commissary of musters before muster
day. Many of my officers have not been mustered owing to the fact that the
Division officers are volunteers & their musters have to be countersigned by a
Regular Corps Commissary. 1 have applied for several, but have as yet received
no reply. [ also repeat my request for Col. Burton as Chief of Artillery. I am
importunate in my request, as I consider an efficient Staff necessary to the welfare & success of my ffl:P command & t he operations before me." Copies, ibid.,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 393, 18th Army Corps,
Telegrams Sent (Press). D.R., I , xl, part 2, 426-27. Also on June 25, Bowers
,VTote to Smith. "General Meade has been asked if be can spare Colonel Burton.
He says he cannot. Colonel Piper, of the T enth New York Artillery, is with you.
Can you not take him?" Ibid., p. 427. On the same day, Smith twice telegraphed
to Bowers. "Col. Piper bas been necessarily placed in command of a Brigade. [
gave him up as chief of artillery for this purpose as I thoug)lt it for .t he best." "lf
I can have a Brigade Commander, I can take Col. P~per as chief artillery l have
had to reorganize & break up Brigades to get them out of the hands of incompetent commanders & have now one Brigade without a suitable one. Should Col.
Piper be taken away his B rigade would be left in the ha.n ds of a very incompetent
officer & I can not supply his place" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same day, Rawlins telegraphed to
Smith. "Gen Meade Says he requires the Services of Col Burton. The Lieuten:mt
of the 8th infantry you wish as commissary of musters will be detailed at once
if you know of an officer fitted to perform the duties you desired Col Burton assigned to Please Send his name & He will be ordered to You if His Services Can
possibly be Spared" Telegram received, ibid., RG 393, 24th Army Corps,
Telegrams Received (Unarranged); copy, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of the Cumberland. D.R., I, xi, part 2, 427. On June 26, Rawlins telegraphed to Meade, sending a copy to Smith. "You will please order Col Burton
of the artillery to report at once to Maj Gen W F Smith to take charge of the
artillery on his Line temporarily Gen. Smith has no officer available for that
duty without detaching a Brigade Commander" Telegrams received (2 ) , DNA,
RG 94., War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V1 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PRi. D.R., I, xi, part 2,
430. See ibid., p. 435. See also tel'egram to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, June
21, 1864.
On J une 25, 2:00 P.M., Col. Henry L. Abbot telegraphe<l to USG. "Gen
Smitb directs me to ask authority to send four (4) mote eight inch Mortars and
three ( 3) more 30 pdr Parrotts to his front. I await instructions here." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). 0.R., I, xl,
part 2, 421. On the same day, Bowers telegraphed to Abbot. "Furnish the ad•
ditional guns and mortars asked for by Gen. Smith. It is desired that he have all
the guns and mortars that he can use to advantage" ALS (telegram sent),
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DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 4.21.
Also on June 25, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock wrote to Abbot. "The general
desires that you send Burnside 7,000 sand-bags if you have them. Please inform
me how many you have, by bearer. If you have no transportation arrange it as
you best can or call on General Ingalls here." Ibid., p. 422. On the same day,
Abbot wrote to Comstock. "I made requisition for 25,000 sand-bags-5,000 for
each gun, excluding the 100-pounders. How many were actually obtained I cannot say without seeing my ordnance officer, who is now at Broadway Landing.
I have no transportation for them. I would suggest that you direct General Ingalls to send transportation to the Broadway Landing (one mile below the
pontoon bridge), and let the wagon-m~ter carry an order for Capt. S. P. Hatfield, ordnance officer of siege train, to issue the required number of bags to
General Burnside. 1 think this plan wo1.1ld save much time. These bags, I hope1
will be replaced, as I find I shall be obliged to supply them for my embrasure$,
Several times to-day I have been much inconvenienced by having no telegraphic
communication with Broadway Landjng. The wire crosses the river there to
General Butler's headquarters .so that an operator is all that is needed. I shall
move my headquarters there on Monday, and I shall need a very large detail of
orderlies if the operator cannot be supplied. My guns are now in position from
the James River to Petersburg and I receive many telegrams which require
prompt attention. If you can help me to an operator it will be of very great assistance." Ibid., pp. 422- 2.'3.
I. Henry S. Burton, born in N. Y., appointed from Vt., USMA 18.'39, was
appointed maj., 3rd Art., as of May 14, 1861, and col., 5th Art., as of Aug. 11,
1863. He commanded the art. reserve, Army of the Potomac (Jan.-May, 1864)
and served as inspector of art. (May-J'une) before his assignment to command
the art. Qf the 18th Army Corps.

To Edwin M. Stanton
City Point Va
10 30 pm June 25 1864
HoN

Enwrn MSTANTON

SECY OF WAR

l will £eel obliged to you if you will order Genl Rosecrans to
release Dr J A Barrett a citizen prisoner lately confined in St Louis
on bonds whilst awaiting trial or to give him an immediate trialThe Doctor is a Copperhead but I have no idea that he has done
anythjng more than that class of people are constantly doing and
not so much. He was a neighbor of mine-a clever man, & ha[s] a
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practice in the neighborhood which it will be very inconvenient to
other people than himself to have interruptedU S GRANT Lt. Genl
Telegram received (on June 26, 1864, 12:25 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., II, vii, 411. On June 26, Col.
James A. Hardie telegraphed to USG. "I am directed to say that the Secretary
of War has directed Genl Rosecrans to release Dr. J. A. Barrett on his parole
and bond in accordance with your request as conveyed per telegram June 25th."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copy,
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Dr. James, A. Barrett, accused of disloyal activity in the Order of American Knights, was released from jail at USG's
request despite the protests of Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans. O.R., 11, vii,
245, 340, 417, 447, 448; Lincoln, Works, Vll, 436.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck

MAJ GEN H

City Point 11 30 a m
June 25th 1864

w. HALLECK

CHF [o]F STAFF

Richmond papers o[f] yesterday state that Hunter at last accounts was at Fincastle
There will be no use in Stabel 1 attempting to reach him.
All quiet here. Sheridan is now crossing the road where the
Army crossed. Yesterday evening Greggsi Division had a very
seve1·e fight with the Enemy between Charles City C H & Long
Bridge. I do not know the result but understand officially that we
saved all the wagon trains which seemed to be the object of the
attack. The loss was said to be heavy on both sides the Enemy
coming in dose canister range
The same Richmond Paper announces that Wilson reached
Burkesville. I shall try to give the army a few days rest which they
now stand much in need of
US.GRANT

LtGenl
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Telegram received (at 2: 20 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I,xn;vi, part
3, 792; ibid., xxxvii, part 1, 673; ibid., I, xl, part 1, 14; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 402.
On June 19, 1864, 12:40 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed
to USG. ''Tt:legrams from West Va state ,t hat the cavalry sent out with des•
patches to Gen! Hunter find the enemy in possession of Staunton &: Leidngton in
Hunter's rear, and have returned without being able to reach him or ascertain
his whereabouts. I hardly think it possible that Genl Stahl who was sent back
for ammunition can return to .him even if he knew where Hunter is. He, however will make the attempt, hopeless as it appears. H the enemys force, as reported, is superior to Hunters, bis only escape will be into West Va, or, by crossing the James & reaching you on the south side. The latter is very possible fur
cavalry but extremely perilous for infantry. It is hardly possible to get any com•
munication to him from this side!' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid. 0.R., I, xxxvii, part l, 65051.
On ,1une 24, 11: 30 A.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "As stated in my
former despatch Major Gen! Stabel was sent back by Genl Hunter to collect
troops & escort to him a train of ammunition Genl Stabel is nearly ready to
start, but has no information as to where he can find Genl Hunter. Should your
information be such that you deem Genl Stahel's expedition too perilous to be
undertaken, please telegraph to that effect; otherwise he will proceed the best
he can up the Shenandoah Valley." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bouiid); telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, xx-xvii, part 1, 670.
On June 24, 4:50 P.M., Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers wrote to Brig. Gen.
John A. Rawlins. "Col. Smith of Gen. Sheridans Command has just arrived
here. to see Gen. Grant. He reports that Sheridans Comand and wagon trains
has arrived at Wilcoxs Wharf The enemy appear and are reported to be in
great force on the opposite side of Herring creek. Hampton's force crossed by
Saint Mary's Church last night towards Westover, and the negroes say that it
was about three a hours in passing, Yesterday one Brigade of the enemy's
Cavalry made an attack for the purpose of getting h:ito the wagon train, but
were repulsed. This morning the advance guard of the train was attacked, but
wetae the enemy was driven back until they took up the position on the opposite
side of Herring's Creek. The enemy is su,pposed to be in force at Phillips. Gen.
Sheridan desires to know whether he had better ef'e!l6El push through with his
train- Whether we have any force on the north side of the river to assist him H·
necessary. Whether it is deemed safe to try to risk the train to come up to Harrisons landing, er wheiheP Gen Ingalls is of opinion that the Command e!!ft
would better drop down in the neck where the army crossed, and where the
train could be easily protected, and ferried over at Dotard's [Douthat's] and at
the point where the ponton was laid. Please give directions. The officer is waiting" ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I,
;uc.xvi, part S, 790-91; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 374. On the same day, USG wrote to
Bowers. "Direct General Sheridan to drop down to where the army crossed James
River, and General Ingalls to furnish transportation to cross his command." Ibid.
On June 25, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to Bowers. "The accompanying copies of communications from the Chf Qtr Master and Chf Com'y of
this Army are respectfully referred for the consideration of the Lieut: Genl
Comdg in connection with so much of the teleg:ram's from Major Genl Sheridan,
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Comd'g the Cav'y Corps, dated June 20 & 23rd as represents, in substance, that
his movements from the White hollBe after the return from his recent expedition
were delayed in consequence of his finding an insufficiency of supplies at that
place.-" Copy, Meade Papers, PHi, 0.R., 1, xi, part 2, 402. The enclosure is
ibid. On July 5, Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan wrote to Bowers reporting his
movements on June 20-23, especially as they concerned an absence of supplies
at White House. Ibid., I, xi, part 3, 14. See also ibid., I, xi, part 2, 255, 562.
I. Julius Stabel (Szamvald), born in Hungary in 1825, fought in the
Hungarian Revolution and left the country in 1849, came to New York City in
1856, and was on the staff of the New York Tllu.strated News before the Civil
War. Appointed col., 8th N. Y., as of Aug. 11, 1861, brig. gen. as of Nov. 12,
and maj. gen. as of March 14, 1863, he commanded a cav. div. under Maj. Gen.
David Hunter, who doubted his competence.
2. David M. Gregg, born into a prominent family in Pa. in 1883, USMA
1855, served in the 1st Dragoons on the Pacific Coast before the Civil War. Appointed col., 8th Pa. Cav., as of Jan. 24, 1862, and brig. gen. as of Nov. 29, he
served in the Army of the Potomac and won special distinction at Gettysburg.
Commanding the 2nd Cav. Div., Army of the Potomac, in the engagement at
St. Mary's Church, June 24, 1864, he bad 329 casualties but was credited by
Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan with preventing the loss of the supply train. Ibid.,
I, xxxvi, part 1, 187, 799.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point 1 P. M
Dated June 25 1864.

To MAJ GEN BuTLER
Can you send a thousand or fifteen hundred Infy to Hothards
[Douthat's] wharf, before daylight. Sheridan has been attacked
this evening & with great difficulty & with heavy loss of men, has
saved his train so far. He expects another attack at daylight &wold
be much assisted if some Infy. could reach him in time

u. SGRANT.

LtG
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies (sent on ,June 25, 1864, 1:00 A.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. D.R., I, xxxvi, part 3,792; ibid., I, xi, part 2,-419. At 2:55
A.M . , Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Have ordered two
regiments from my line to march to wharf at point of Rocks. Have ordered up
transpertation to ~ take them to Doutbarts wharf-Will you send down te and
get ready a boat or boats at Cit[y] Point in case mine have not steam up or are
unready-Cannot Sheridan fall back to Wilsons wharf about four Miles he will
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there have the cover of our work and 1500 men to assist him-There are also
two Gunboats there to aid him A boat from City point can reach Wilsons
wharf in an hour & fifteen minutes ... Your telegram reached me at 2 35 A. M."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, Wtt ReCQrds Office, Army of the Potomac.
Incomplete in O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 792; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 419. At 3: 15 A--M.,
Butler telegraphed to USG. "Will Gen Grant please tell Jlle e1actly where Sheridan is that I may se!id be able to give directions to the officer in charge of my men"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 793; ibid., I, xl, part 2, 419. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler, "The Charles City Court House, is the place where our troops
are, & the enemy Confronting them. The wagons & one ( 1) division of cavalry
have come through to Wilcoxs wharf-but have been moving during the night to
Charles City. Court House." Telegram received, DNA, RG 39S, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45,
59, 67. O.R., I, nii::vi, part 3, 793; ibid., I, 11:l, part 2, 419. At 9:45 (probably
A.M,), Butler telegraphed to USG. "My three Regiments sent to Sheridan have returned He thinks he can hold without them. Two substittutes from the 7th N .
Hampshire deserted to the EPemy to day from Picket" A.LS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). D.R., I , xl, part 2,420.
On June 25, Butler forwarded to USG, adding a postscript, a message of
6: 00 A. M. from Lt. Alfred G. Simons, Spring Bill Signal Station, to Capt. Lemuel
B . Norton."... Twenty (20) cars just passed the Junction towards Richmond.
They were loaded with troops.... Fifteen others cars passed yesterday loaded
with troop in same direction" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). At 3:50 P.M., Butler forwarded to USG a message from
Norton. "The Signal Officer on the tower reports 'heavy firing near Petersburg at
a point S 15° W from the tower. It extends for a mile along our lines.' " LS
(telegram sent), ibid., RG 94,l War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army
of tbe James, Unentered Papers.
At 7:20 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "The following bas been rec'd
from N. Carolina & is sent for the information of the Comd'g General-'Head
Qr's Dist of N. Carolina Newberne June 23/64 GENERAL The ei..-pedition
towards Kinston made to amuse the enemy towards Goldsboro while more important work was to be performed below has returned. The commander of this
portion of the forces has reported the capture of a large number of prisoners and
horses. Col Folk, the commander of the rebel forces at Kinston is among the
prisoners. I hope to report good things from below very soon. The news from
Kinston has just been sent to me by the officer who was in command but who
has not yet reported fully. The train is just leaving for Morehead where the
steamer is waiting (signed) I. N. PALM.ER Brig Genl'" Copy (telegram
sent), ibid., Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at 7 : 10 l'.M.), ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. D.R., I, xl, part .2, 420.
At 9:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "It was Genl Smiths intentions to
carry an advanced point in front last night but finding he had fewr men than
that he thought was postponed. If he can secure this advance tomorrow night I
would like it to be done" Telegram received (at 9:15 P.M.) , DNA, RG 393,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received. O.R., I, xl, part .2, 421.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
lid Qrs City Point
4 pm June 26th 1864

MAJ GENL H w HALLECK
CHF OF STAFF

All is quiet and our men restingSheridan is crossing the river near Fort Powhattan unmolested
by the enemy
Greggs loss was much less than I was led to suppose by the
verbal report first receivedSheridan says he thinks two hundred and twenty five ( 225)
killed wounded and missing will cover it, whilst he thinks the
eneroys killed and wounded is much greater-This is Greggs loss
between the Chickahominy and James River not counting losses in
previous engagements
Nothing heard from Wilson since he left BurkesvilleIf it is possible I wish pay masters could be sent here to pay
troops-The officers particularly are suffering
USGMNT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 5:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound);
(in cipher) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies (sent at 3:00 P.M.),
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 57; (incomplete) DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 793-94; ibid.., I, xi, part 1, 1~ 15;
ibid. , I , xl, part 2, 430. On June 28, 1864, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck wrote
to USG. "I am informed that the del ay in paying the Army of the Potomac has
resulted from the failure of the Treasury Dept to furnish the money. Not only
are the requisitions for May & June Ul)filled, but some eighteen millions foi;
April is behind. The Pay master Gen! has made a special requisition of two
millions to pay officers in Army of the Potomac who require it for their current
expenses, and that the moment the money is recieved Pay masters will. be sent to
the army with it. Sherman has found the rebel intrenchments in front of Marietta
stronger than he expected. His assaulting columns were driven back with a loss
of about th.r ee thousand." ALS, D NA, RG 108, Letters Sent (Press). O.R., I,
xi, part 2, 476- 77.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Dated June 261864.

To GENL BUTLER
I think it will advisable to put up 2 or 4 guns of Heavy Calibre on
your shore Battery to Command H owletts Battery and tb.e Reach
above the obstruction this will enable the monitors to drop down
out of range of the land Batteries is desirable that they should
not lay habitually under fire But should be where in a few minutes
they Can run up to engage the Enemys I Iron Clads or land Batteries if necessary.
U. s. GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies (dated June 25, 1864), ibid., RO 108, L etters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45,
59, 67. Dated June 26 in 0.R., I, xi, part 2,450. On June 26, 10:40 A._M., Maj.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. ''In addition to the shore battery
which you saw 4.20 pounder & one 30 pounder Parrot works are already in
progress for Mounting hvo one hundred pounders one six inch Sawyer and two
16 inch Mortars which will see not only the Howlet house battery and the obstructions but the the reach above Farrars Island and the reach above Dutch Gap
where the rebel iron clads take shelter" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,. Army of the James, Unentered
Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2,
4,50.
At 7:45 A.M., Butler had tel.egraphed to USG. "Gen Smith had tde~
informed me that he intended to attack that advanced position last night. I heard
sharp firing and supposed he might have done so
Upon reciept of your t elegram I 'inquired as to the possiailit result of his attack and recieved the folowing
telegram which I give verbatim although I suppose it must contain a blunder of
the operator. GEN BUTLER. I thought it best to defer the attack indefinitely. On
a second reconnoisance of the enemy's position and view of the small forces at
Gen! Turners disposal last night ( June 24) and reconnoisances to day have developed the enemies Jines so strong that the loss of Gettle life would not be worth
the hill (sic) WILLIAM F SMIT!i In view of this opinions of General Smith
do you think it advisable to make the attempt. If so I will go over in the course
of the day and anange the a.ttack for tonight as suggested" ALS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (incomplete) ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press); telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 449. At 8: 15 A.M . , USG telegraphed to Butler. " It was on Gen. Smiths report that I ordered the advance, I
did last night. I would not now insist on it against his judgement without know·ing more about the ground & the feasability of carrying it than I do." Telegram

JUNE

26, 1864

135

received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., T elegrams Received; copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as received at
8:40 A,M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 449.

To Maj, Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
4 30 [P.M.] Dated June 26 1864.
To GENL BuTLER
t he force passing James River is probably the ! enemys cavalry
which was after Sheridan. The latter is all safe and no doubt the
eeey enemy have abandoned all ~ Idea further molesting him. If
reenforcements should become se ftbsl absolutey essential to send
~ mies hold your lines the troop north of the river may be
brought in, not however until the necessity arises
U. s. GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I , xl, part 2,
451. On June 26, 1864, 4:45 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed
to USG. "Reported from Lookout that the Column of the enemy reported this
morning ! I S ~ occupied 4¼ hou.rs in passing ( four hours and a half)" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 451.
At 11:40 A.M., Butler forwarded a signal messa_ge of ll:00 A,M. from 1st
Lt. Charles F. Cross to Capt. Lemuel B. Norton. "Lt Bruyn reports that Cavalry
& wagons have been seen crossing the ,wet river at Cox's Ferry towards the
west for an hour & are still passing" Copy, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 452. Also on J une 26, Butler telegraphed to
USG a message from Brig. Gen. William T . H. Brooks. "Signal officer at water
battery reports that cavalry and wagons have been for an hour and are still
crossing from east to west at Cox's Ferry." Ibid., p. 454.. On the same day, Lt.
Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegrapbed to Butler. "Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to ask where Cox's Ferry, referred to in your telegram of to-day, is. It
does not appear on our map." Ibid., p. 450. At 3:00 P . M., Butler telegraphed to
Comstock. "Cox Ferry is in the bend of the Rever nei.'t above Fnrrars Island as
it bends to the south at the mouth of ¥mer G Procters Creek" ALS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, ¥1, part 2,450.
Also on J une 26, l..t. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Butler. "Please
send by messenger as soon as practicable a statement of your effective force opperating from the James river." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xi, part 2, 451. At 7,115 P.M., Butler telegraphed
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to Bowers. ◄'Pardon me it is probably my stupidity you say in your despatch
your effective force operating from the James River-Do you intend the forces
on my line from the Appomattox to the James or those on the Richmond side of
the James at Deep Bottom or both I shall be obliged for the explanation'' AL$
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xi,
part 2, 451. On the same day, Bowers telegraphed to Butler. "1 intended to ask
for the effective strength of the Army in the field with you, te which includes the
troops on both sides of the river, belonging to the 10th and 18th Corps, and aU
others located on the line of the present eamp&igB opperations this side of Fortress
Monroe. Please excuse the my failure to make the dispatch intelligible." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., l, rl,
part 2,451. On June 27, Maj. Robert S. Davis telegraphed to Bowers. ''In answer
to your telegraph to Gen Butler I would state that the & effective force of this
command at present is Infantry 30,4-30 of which 4501 is Ohio new. Dismounted
Cavalry 2,463. Cavalry 4,080. Artillery 1,916 these Amts including Officers
Total 38,889" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound).
On June 261 Bowers twice telegraphed to Col. John W. Shaffer, chief of
staff for Butler. "Gen Meade has found it impracticable to detajj a force from
his front as a garrison to relieve your troops, here. The garrison from White
House whkh was detained at Wilcox Lan.ding to aid Sheridan is expected tomorrow, As soon as it arrives the present garrison will be relieved. Will notify
you of their arrival." Telegram received, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received. 0.R., I, xi, part 2, 450. wrhe Garrison from White House
has just arrived and will soon relieve your troops here" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 26th 1864.

To MAJ

GEN. MEADE

After Greggs loss Genl Sheridan sent an officer to me with a
verbal statement of bis situation I immediately sent the garrison
from here to his relief and also all the men that could be well
spared from Bermuda Hund.red & Wrote him a note telling him
what to do in case of another attack It was then after one 1 oclock
at night and you and your troops being distant I did not think it
worth while to bother you particularly as all that could be done for
the relief of Sheridan had to be done from here or bermuda Sheridan is now safe & in as comfortable a place as he can be for recruit-
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ing his men & horses You can send him such orders as you deem
best. I think he should be got up liesurely to your l eft where he can
rest and at the same time add strength to your position Whilst
this excessively hot and dry weather lasts we will give the men all
the rest we can-I have ordered out all the guns and other articles
called for by gen Hunt

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Genl
Telegram received (at 10:30 A.M. ), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 10:30 A.M. in O.R., I, x:xxvi, part 3,
794; ibid., I , xi, part 2, 431. On June 26, 1864, Lt . Col. Orville E . Babcock telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. ''Maj Genl Sheridan is now at these
Head Qr if you wish to send him any I instructions." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG
94,, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, =vi, part 3, 794; ibid.,
I, xi, part 2, 4,32.
On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Is there any news from the
fJont for yesterday & last night? I am obliged in the absence of Mr. Dana to send
one or two despatches each day to Washington & want to give the actual state
of affairs as nearly as possible-" Telegram received (at 9:00 A.M.), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies ( 2), Meade Papers,
PHi; (dated June 25) DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67.
Dated June 26 in O.R., I, xl, part 2 , 430. At 9:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to
USG. "No report was made yesterday as all was quiet along the lines except occasional exchange of shots at those portions of the· lines most advanced-About
10 am reports were received of a movement of the enemy down the Weldon
R. Rd-Measures were immecliately taken to assume either the offensive or defensive should the enemy develop any force The cavalry were thrown well
out to the left & the pickets of the 6th & 2d corps advanced up to the enemyTowards afternoon I became satisfied the movement of the enemy was simply a
covering force to a working party to repair the damages done to the road- The
cavaly went as far as Ream's Station finding there a small force of local cavalry
engaged in trying to repair the road-they were easily driven off. The distance
of the road from our lines-the extreme heat of the weather & my desire to give
the men some rest, operated to prevent my sending a force to interrupt the enemy,
as it would have been without practical result unless I had maintained my position on the road-I can easily secure possession of the road so soon as I can get
force enough to maintain myself there, which will be done if any extension of the
force now on the lines from the Gregory to the Page house can be effected-I
understood you would enquire into the amt of Genl. Smiths force & ascertain if
he could securely hold more than he does now.-Last night a 10. p. ma noisy attack was made on Burnsides front, on a working party engaged in strengthening
his skirmish line There were but few casualties on our side & no part of our
line was disturbed-. Genl. Burnside having e:ii:_pressed the opinion he could successfully advance against the enemy by opening trenches, I have directed him to
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be furnished with engineer officers & troops & the necessary ordnance & materials
from the siege train.-! have no report from Genl Sheridan but such as you received when last here, and as you sent him orders direct, I presume his movements & progress are known to you.-" ALS (telegram sent) 1 DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 431; (incomplete) ibid., I, xxxvi, part S,
794.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point 3.30 p m
June 27th 1864.

MAJ" GENL H w HALLECK
CHFOF STAFF

All is quiet here now except from our own guns which £re into
the bridge at Petersburg from a distance of 2000 yards.
Petersburg papers of the 25th state that Hunter is striking for
Jackson river Depot about forty miles north of Salem and says that
if he reaches Covington which they suppose he will do with most
of his forces but with loss of material he will be safe The same
paper accuses Hunter of destroying a great amount of private
property and stealing a large number of wagons, horses and
cattleThe same paper also states that Wilson destroyed a train of
cars loaded with cotton and furniture, burned the depot buildings
&c at Burkesville and destroyed some of the track and was still
pushing south. All the Railroads [le]ading into Richmond are now
destroyed and some of them badly

US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 7:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed (as entered in USG's letterbooks) as sent at 3:00 P,M. in 0.R., I, xi, part 1, 15; ibid.,
J,xl, part 2, 461-62; (assent at S:30 P.M. ) ibid., I, xxxvii, part 1,677.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 9 30 am
Dated June 27 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
The enemys Cavalry, or at least Rebel troops supposed to be the
Cavalry that engaged Sheridan were seen to cross James River
yesterday. It is highly probable that this Cavalry will take position
to try to prevent operations by us on the Weldon road. You can
give Sheridan such directions as you deem best under the circumstances

US GRANT
LGen
T elegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, S9, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, 'XI, part 2,462. On June 27, 1864, 7:00 A.M. (sent at 8:55 A.M.),
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Nothing important occurred
ye.sterday on the the line.s of this Anny-A working party of the 9th Corps were
annoyed during the night by fr.equent dfacharges of artillery & infantry-No
casualties reported. Col Burton who was employed in eharg placing mortar &
siege batteries for Genl. Burnside has been transferred to the 18th corps to the
great inconvenience of Genl. Burnside & ~ m & his operations.-. A heavy
column of Cavalry was seen this morning moving along the Weldon R. Rd.UDdoubtedly with a view to meet Sheridan's force or perhaps to attempt to annoy
our rear.-To secure the rear of this army & prevent annoyances from Cavalry
raids-·t he enemy's cavalry must either be occupied, or a force must be stationed
on our left & rear.-" ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG S9S, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 462. At 10:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Despatch of 9 .SO. am received.-1 have already notified you,
the enemyes cavalry have been seen passing to our left & r-ear by the Weldon R .
Rd.-1 have no doubt their object is to interpose between Wilson & Sheridan to
attack either as opportunity offers & in the mean time to make a dash into our
rear if practicable Orders were yesterday sent to Sheridan after crossing the
river to move up the J erusalem plank road & take post on the left of the ArmyThese orders will be renewed today & he will be notified of the existing con•
dition of affairs & the position of this army-The following disposition of troops
have been made to meet any Cavalry attack until the arrival of Sheridan-The
6th corps will hold the Jerusalem plank road. Genl. Gibbons Division will be
sent to the Norfolk Pike to its crossing of the Black water-Genl. Ferrero will be
sent to Prince Georges C. H, and Col. Gould in command of dismounted cavalry
is at Old C. H. Each of these commanders will be directed to watch the roads between their relative positions & co-operate with each other.. -The withdrawal of
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two divisions will render it 11ecessary to hasten Sheridans movements." ALS
(telegram sent-misdated June 25), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of
the Potomac; telegram received ( dated June 27), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 462-63.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 27 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
Have you had any information through rebel sources of the whereabouts of Wilson since he reached Burkesville-I will send you by
a staff officer this evening or in the morning what I propose to do
as soon as the troops are in condition for more active service-T o
what extent did the Cavalry succeed in destroying the Weldon road
the other day if Wilson finds his return cut off he will be apt to
go out by Newbem or if it is found that Hamptons Cavalry has
gone south Sheridan will have to be put on his track

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 6:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 6:00 P . M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 463. On
June 28, 1864,, 8:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG.
"Your despatch of yesterday P. Mowing to the interruption of telegraphic communication was not recieved by me till late last night. I have heard nothing from
Genl. Wilson or of him since his departure-except the reports of contrabands
that the roads out of Petersburgh had been cut. Unusual quiet prevailed along
the lines yesterday-No indications of the movement of the enemys cavalry to
our !eft or rear could be ascertained ye&tet'auy Reconnoitring parties both of
cavalry & infantry reached the vicinity of the Weldon road, driving in the enemys
pickets to the road-No indications of any repairs to the road, but it was as•
cettained from negros & others, that wagon trains were passing between Peters-burgh&: a point beyond Reams station where Wilson cut the Rail Road.-Tbe
order directing Brig Genl. Hunt, to superintend the siege operations of the 18th
Corps & requiring Col Abbott in charge of siege train to report to Genl. Bunt,
has been received-and a copy furnished Genl. Hunt.-Maj. Genl. Hancock has
reported for duty and assumed command of the 2d. Corps." ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlJ part 2,477.
On June 27, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. 4-2, a
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copy of which was telegraphed to Meade. "Special order No IM&-In all siege
operations about Petersburg south of the Appomatox Br;-ig, Gen. H.J. Hunt Chf.
of Arty. of th.e Army of the Potomac will have general charge tit will be obeyed
& respected accordingly-Col H. J. Abbott in charge of siege train will report
to Gen Hunt for orders"· Telegram received (at 8:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi; DLCHenry J. Hunt. Designated Special Orders No. 43 in O.R., I, x.l, part 2,464. On
June 28, Asst. Secretary of War Charles A, Dana telegraphed to USG. ''If you
could put Lt Col Porter in charge of the ordnance business of the combined
armies it would greatly facilitate the eperatioBS working of the department here
and would also, as I think, be of great: advantage to the military operations. At
present there is fffi!eh some confusion and inefficiency in that branch of the service iJ:i the different armies operating against Richmond. I am expecting to start
for Head Quarters every day, but am detained by accumulated business." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . Dana arrived at City Point on
July l. O.R., I, xi, part l, 28.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GEN

H w HALLECK

City Point 10 a m
June 28th 1864

CHF OF STAFF

Please telegraph Sherman that he can move his army inde,.
pendent of the desire which he has expressed of detaining all of
Johnstons force where it is.
I think Lee now would only be weakened by reenforcements.
He has force enough to act defensively behind his entrenchments
and any addition would only consume supplies which he must find
it difficult to transport. E very road leading from Richmond is now
destroyed and the Danville road so badly I hope, as to take a long
time for its repair.
The Weldon road we can keep destroying. ls Foster doing anything? I see from the Petersburg papers that Sam Jones 1 has called
upon the citizens far and near to rally to Augusta Ga to protect that
place from a formidable raid which he now knows threatens it. I
do not know the geography of the S. C. coast but it seems to me
that Foster has a force to do the enemy great injury in the present
hollow condition of the interior of the South.
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Has A J Smith started yet after Forrest? I am afraid Sherman
will have difficulty with his communications if Forrest is not kept
busy.

US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 12: 15 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xi, part
2,475. Also on June 28, 1.864, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, "Has any order been made ordering Genl L . C Hunt to report to Genl Dix
and Genl DeTrobrian to the field? Genl. HM Judah who has been so often off
duty since the beginning of the war now applies for orders. I think he should b e
ordered before the retiring board" Telegram received ( at 1: 00 P .M,), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); (undated) ibid., Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R..,
I, xl, part 2,476. At .3:00 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Orders respecting
Genis Hunt & De Tobdand were issued on the 24th, I have heard nothing of
Smith A. J . since be landed, and presume that he is in the interior. Genl Foster
was at last accounts intending to make an expedition, but the navy was not ready
to cooperate. Perhaps be has started by this time, but there can be no foundation
for the panic at Augusta." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
O.R., I, xl, part 2,476.
On June 29, USG telegraphed to Halleck. "Please detail first Lieut C S.
Tripler 96th NY Vols as Aide de Camp to Brig Gen LC Hunt'' Telegram received (at 11:00 A,M,), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); (undated) ibid., Telegrams Collected (T,Jnbound).
1. Samuel Jones of Va., USMA 1841, resigned as of Aug. 27, 1861, and
rose to C.S,A. maj. gen. On April 20, 1864, he assumed command of the Dept, of
S. C., Ga., and Fla. For rumors of an attack on Augusta, Ga., see O.R., I, x:.uv,
part 2, 524-27.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MA.r GEN H. w. HALLECK

Head Qrs U. S. Armies 7.80 P. M
Via City Point
June 28th 1864.

CHIEF OF STA.FF.

The latest southern papers (Petersburg 27th) give favorable
news from Wilson. At latest accounts he seemed to have destroyed
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three locomotives and a corresponding number of cars. One train
loaded with cotton and furniture, the others with provisions &c.
Having mailed the papers to you I give no further particulars. All
is quiet here now and men resting, but it will not be long before I
have news for you.
I wish you would put Gen Hunter in a good place to rest and as
soon as possible start him for Charlottesville to destroy the Rail
Road there effectually. li he could get on the canal also it would be
a great help
U.S. GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 9: 40 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvil,
part I, 683; ibid., l, xl, part 2, 476.
On June 28, 1864, Maj. Gen. David Hunter reported to Brig. Gen. Lorenzo
Thomas, sending a copy to USG, that his expedition bad been successful but he
had thought it best to withdraw in the face of C.S.A. reinforcements. ALS ( tele•
gram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, DLC.
Robert T. Lincoln. O.R., I, xxxvil, part 1, 68$-84. See Memoirs, II, 304.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 28 1864.
To GEN MEADE
I have seen a Petersburg paper of the 27th which says that Wilson
was south of Burkesville about ten miles on friday I think it was
He had destroyed 3 trains One loaded with Cotton & furniture
the others with stores &c. They seemed to anticipate his reaching
their roads south of Danville & cutting Richmond off from the
south west for sometime I will go out in the morning
Will you meet me at Burnsides say at IO am
U S GRANT Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 7: 10 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, Wat Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, :s:l, part 2, 478. On June 28, 1864, 8:00 P.M.,
Maj. Gen. George C. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Telegram received-I will
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be at Bumsides tomorrow by 10. a m-Nothing new- all quiet-men improving
with the rest &: change of temperature.-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, -Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 3931 Army of the
Potomac, Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I , :xl, part 2, 478. On
June 29, 11:30 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "l have been here since 10.
am-Do you propose to come out here-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I , :xl, part 2, 492. At the foot of the telegram, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers wrote a reply in the name of Brig. Gen. J ohn
A. Rawlins. "Gen. Grant left here at 8 o'clock this morning for Gen, Burnsides'
Headquarters to meet you. He should be there shortly." AD£, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
On June 28, Col. John W. Shaffer, chief of staff for Maj. Gen. Benjamin F.
Butler, 1elegraphed to Rawlins. ''Gen) Butler desires te to know if the Lieut
General will See him to day. And if So what time will Suit him te lt&,;e GeBl
~ ~ [eew]s" ALS (telegram sent), ibid. On the same d!ly, Rawlins telegraphed to Shaffer, "Gen Grant will be at home all day. Gen Butler can see him
at any time he desires." LS (telegram sent), ibid.; telegram received, ibid., BG
393, D ept. of Va. and N. C., T elegrams Received, Printed as sent at l: 20 P .M.
in O.R., I, xl, part 2,484. Also on June 28 1 Butler forwarded to USG a message
of l:SO P.M. from Lt. Alfred G. Simons to Capt. Lemuel :B. Norton. "A large
Ca\1alry force moving towards Petersburg." Copy, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xi, part 2, 485.
On June 29, Rawlins telegraphed to Meade a messa.g e of the same day from
Samuel H. Beckwith, U.S. Military Telegraph. "Three hundred 300 dollar
clause repealed by house yesterday probably pass Senate today authorizes Presi.
dent to call troops one two or three years" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va, June 28th 1864

MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE
CoMD.GA. P.
GENERAL,

I am now having a reconnoisance made to determine the practicability of forcing in between Petersburg and Richmond either
by the North bank of Swift Creek or between Swift Creek and the
Appomattox. If this proves practicable I will take for the execution
of it the three left Corps of your command, leaving the 18th Corps,
the Cavalry and one Corps of the A. P. on the South side to defend
what we now hold and to be used as circumstances may require.
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If this move is made you will want to use all the roads you can
from your position to the crossing of the Appomattox. It will be
desirable to make a night march, without attracting the attention
of the enemy, and to attack before they can reinforce. The details
however can be made after thise adoption of the plan.
If it should not prove practicable to operate with an Army as
here indicated it is likely that we will adopt the plan of taking the
whole of the A. P. with ten days rations, and move round the
enemys right until the Appomattox is reached. ead We could then
move on Petersburg from above, or cross, as circumstances may
prove to be most advantageous, and come down between the two
rivers. In either case all that can now be done will be to acquire all
the knowledge that cau be gained of the routes that will have to be
traveled in the execution of either of these plans.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 477-78.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va. June 28th 1864

MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE,
CoMn.cA. P .
G EN.

The communication of Gen. Hancock enclosing a newspaper
article and asking for an investigation of the conduct of the 2d
Corps, and its Commander, in the affair of the 15th inst. with your
endorsment, is received. No investigation can now be had without
great prejudice to the service, nor do I think an investigation necessary at any time. The reputation of the 2d Corps, and its Commander, is so high both with the public and in the Anny that an
investigation could not add to it, It cannot be tarnished by news-
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paper articlers or scriblers. No official dispatch has ever been sent
from these Hd Qrs. which, by any construction, could cast blame
on the 2d Corps, or its Commander, for the part they have played
in this Campaign. +he dispa:tebes seat directly t& the Sec. &f Wei'
h.ev.rever are seat hy the Asst. See. ftiffl are :oot- SeeB: 8i' reoo ftt IM
Qt,s. ~ as they ere seen in the fffiRtS &f the eay.
I am very much mistaken if you were not informed of the contemplated movement against Petersburg as soon as I returned to
Wilcox Landing, from Bermuda Hundred, and that the object of
getting the 2d Corps up without waiting for the supply train to
come up to issue rations to them, was that they might be on hand if
required. I arranged to have rations sent down from Bermuda
Hundred to issue as the troops crossed. Finding they did not arrive I then directed that the Corps should march without them and
arranged that the rations should be sent in wagons from Bermuda
Hundred to meet them on the road.
This is not said in any spirit of fault finding for any delay, for
there was no fault to be found in what was done either by the 2d
Corps, its Commander or the Commander of the A. P . The only
delay that I know of was an hour or two arising from the report
that the provisions which had been ordered down by water bad arrived and details from the different Divisions that had already
crossed had come to the river to draw them. This was after the
order had been given to march without them but I believe before
the troops had received the order. k had ae pFocticol beOflBg beEa\¼Se t h e ~ ~ €ellid net ha-¥e l'eaebed Petersbmg bef&fe daflE
end es it was Bet Feached its destination dttring ilie Rigllt.-+his
is Hi 8:BSWef' t& whttt may Bet have beef\ inteeded, btlt is, e. OB:sweF
iB the WteP fMlFt ot: yeHf endoFsemeat t& the 1ast pMagraph of.YOOP
eaclofsemeat whith implies ceasttre fer net negligence oo my Pe.ff

mR&t f.w½· advisiag yett.
AD£, Illi. O..R., I, xl, part l, S15. On June 26, 1864, Maj. Gen. Winfield S.
Hancock wrote to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams protesting newspaper accounts which
blamed his corps for the failure to take Petersburg on June 15. Copy, DNA, RG
S9S, 2nd ATTny Corps, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 1, SlS- 14. On June 27,
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this letter to USG. "Respectfully forwarded
for the action of the lieutenant-general commanding, inasmuch as the occurrences
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to which Major-General Hancock refers took place on the evening of the 1 5th
and morning of the 16th before my arrival on the field and assumption of the
command of the Eighteenth Corps 11greeably to the instructions of the lieutenantgeneral commanding. Had Major-General liancock and myself been apprised in
time of the contemplated movement against Petersburg, and the necessity of his
co-operation, I am of the opinion he could have been pushed much earlier to the
scene of operations, but as matters occurred and with our knowledge of them l
do not see how any censure can be ·attached to General Hancock and his corps."
Ibid., p. 3 15 .

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated June 30th [29] 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
The showing is against us by Kautz's despatch but with Wright
at Ream's station Wilson south of the enemy & Sheridan marching
in that direction you have done all possible and it will be queer if
the count does not turo in our favor-I am very much in hopes that
the enemy will be struck in the rear most disagreeably to him and
that his road in the meantime will be destroyed effectually as far
as our troops occupy the line of it-I see nothing you can do beyond
what you what have done-±:he If the enemy should follow Wright
& Sheridan with infantry of course we ·will follow him with infantry
-All that I see beyond what you have already done is to follow up
the same principle you have started upon-Follow up.& a force of
the enemy with a larget one

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 12:30 A.M'.), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Cav.
Corps, Letters Received; copies (2), Me~e Papers, Plii; (dated June 29, 1864)
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG: V, 45, 59, 67. Dated June 30, 12:30
A.M., in O.R., I, xl, part.2, 516. On June 29, 10:30 F.M., M aj. Gen. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. "A despatch oi 7.30 P, M from Genl. Wright reports
his arrival at Reams station without meeting the enemy or hearing of Genl.
Wilson-except from citizens who say he was fighting the enemys cavalry successfully till about 4 . P. M when they were reinforced by infantry & Wilson
forced back.- Since Wrights despatch was received the accompanying despatch
has been received from Kautz- it shows a very unfortunate state of affairs and
J11akes me noxious for Wilson.-Kautz has been directed to communicate with
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Wright & endeavor to ascertain the whereabouts of Wilson-Wright is ordered
to remain at Reams &: in conjunction with Sheridan, whom I hope will join
Wright tonight and Kautz endeavor to ascertain Wilsons position & extricate
him from his difficult position.-When Wilson is secure I .shall withdraw Wright
& the cavalry & get the latter into condition for further opet"ations" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Poto.mac; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, O.R., I, xi, part 2, 492. The enclosure
is ibid., p. 512.
On june SO, 9:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''I send you the statement of a prisoner taken last night which is somewhat con.finned by Genl. Kautz
- I fear that Wilson is in a very precarious condition & that his command is
pretty much scattered.-Wright is still at Reams a despatch from him of 7.SO
A. M-says he can hear nothing of Wilson or the enemy-He is pushing out his
parties in all directions &: in the mean time is destroying the road in the vicinity
of his command-Nothing has been heard of Sherid,m-He received his orders at
4. PM yesterday & was moving at 5. PM when my staff officer left him. He
ought to have been at Reams by day light, but had not reached there at 7.SOThe instructions to Wright & himself are the same as reported last night viz to
endeavor to extricate Wilson & to fall on the enemy, if he can be found-I do not
care to move Wright any farther than he is now till Sheridan arrives & ascertains
something definite.-! fear there is no doubt VVilson has lost all his artlllery &
trains & that his command is greatly broken & dispersed." ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., l, xl, part 2, 516-17. The enclosure is
ibid'"' p. 517. At 9:20 A,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Kautz has sent
his command back to Bermuda Hundreds to refit & get supplies. I beg to suggest, orders be sent to Genl. Butler requiring Genl. Kautz to return at the earliest practicable moment, to report to Genl. Sheridan-The enemy have the whole
of their cavalry south of the Appomatox & with the loss of Wilson & his own
losses Sheridan will be weak-& will require all the cavalry we can get together,
else I fear we shall have trouble with the enemys cavalry in our rear.-'' ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies,
ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi,
O.R., I, x1, part 2, 518.
At 1():20 A.M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "Please
send Kautz back to our left to report to Sheridan, as soon as possible. It will take
all our [cavalr]y to extricate Wilson from his present _perilous position" Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, D ept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received.
0.R., I, xi, part 2, 531. At 10 :45 A,M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Gen Kautz
has not yet reported to me I suppose him to be with Wilson If Kautz does
report to me I will send him at once I have not heard from him since he left."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy,
ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press). O.R., I, xl,
part .2, 531. On the same clay, l li 00 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Since my
last dispatch I have heard of Gen Kautz by report that he is coming to Bermuda
I have sent an order by telegraph to Smith to send Kautz back if he is near him.
Also an order by Maj Ludlow my inspecter of Cavalry ~ to Kautz to report at
once to Sheridan" ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 39S, Dept. ot Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R.,
I, x1, part 2, 5S 1.
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Also on June !10, USG sent Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz a telegram received
at 11:00 A.M. ''You will report to Gen Meade who will give you such orders as
he may deem best" Telegram received, DNA1 RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; ibid,,, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 2,540. On the same·day1 noon,
Kautz telegraphed to USG. "I have just received an order to return and assist
Genl. Sherida.n in extricating Genl. Wilson. I have just come from Genl. Mead's
Hd. Qrs, and explained the whole position to him, & he is satisfied that all has
been done that can be done. My command is in no condition to do anything. The
main cause of our route was the worn out condition of the men, men and horses
have had nothing to eat for forty eight hours, and they are exhausted from loss
of sleep. If Wilson cannot extricate himself we can do nothing more for him. I
advised Genl. Mead to send a force down the Plank road tte fat,. as towards Jerusalem, for when I was cut off from him it was his intention to go thftt back and
cross the railroad in the vicinity of Jatrats Station and the Notoway at Allens,
Peters or Jerusalem Bridges. I hope the order will be recinded, my command
has reached Spring Hill & has been halted there" A.LS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 540.
At noon, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Orders have been sent to Kautz to
remain with Sheridan or to report to h.im if he has left" Telegram received,
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid., Dept. of the
Cumberland. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 518. On the same day, USG sent Meade a telegram received at 1:20 P .M. "The following has been sent to Brig Gen Kautz
You will give him such orders as you may be deemed necessary taking into consideration the condition of his Command" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid., Dept. of the Cumberland; copies
(2), Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 518.
At 10!00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Nothing additional has been
beard of or from Wilson-Sheridan did not reach Reams station till late this
afternoon-On consultation with Genl. Wright, they concluded notrung could be
done to aid Wilson St Wright started to return. So soon as this was reported, l
sent orders & halted Wright on the Plank road some 5 miles from the left of the
army & sent instructions to Sheridan to move at early daylight tomorrow in the
direction Wilson was supposed to have taken & endeavor to obtain some information ~ about him or the enemy-and to call on Wright for support who
would remain in his present position till he Sheridan returned-From all the information that has been gathered from citizens & contrabands, there is every
reason to believe the enemys infantry returned last night to Petersburgh leaving
the pursuit of Wilson to the cavalry." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, Wn
Records Office, Army of t he Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 518.
On July 1, 9:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Nothing reliable from
or of Wilson There is a report from some of the escaped men that he was
obliged to surrender, but I can not trace it to any reliable source.-! forward you
a despatch received this a. m from Maj. Genl. Sheridan with my reply thereto.I can not understand how Genl. Sheridan at Windmill Pt. could be Forty eight
hours without forage & have directed an investigation to ascertain. upon whom
the responsibility rests. As to the fatigue of his animals 1 presume the enemy
can not be in much better condition & Hampton must have made a forced march
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from the White House via Richmond. The heary firing between midnight & day
break this morning was Burnside trying to silence a battery of the enemy, who
were shelling the 10th corps on his right-All the rest of the lines quiet." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
560. The enclosures are ibid., pp. 573- 74.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point July 1864.

DEAR J uuA,
Your letter of the 26th & 27th of last month has just reached
me. It is the first line from you for about ten days. I have not written to you for a long time because I expected you would start on as
soon as you received my letter. I think on reflection it will be better
for you to remain where you are. .You would be lonesom shut up
in Fortress Monroe and there is no place here where you could stay
for a single night. I hope too this siege will not last a great while
longer and then I will go where you are.-Wby not make the same
arrangement for the childrens schooling you did before? They
could not be at a better place than with Louisa Boggs. You could
then see them when you wished except whilst it might be convenient for you to be with me. Of course you cannot be where I am
and have the children with you so long as the War lasts.-The
lock of hair was sent for you.
If Lewis wants the place back 1 you can let him have it for what
I paid adding if you choose whatever you may have paid out in
repairs. I care nothing about this however. Lewis is a generous
man and I would not for the world be otherwise than generous
towards him.
I received your letter with one from Mrs. Barrett enclosed. I
immediately asked the Sec. of War to order the Drs. release and
received a prompt reply that the order was given.2 If he is not released Gen. Rosecrans has not complied with orders. I remain very
well and full of hope and confidance. -I will now write to you twice
each week, not long letters but long enough to let you know that I
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think of you. I will be too glad when all is settled and I can have a
settled and quiet home. How have Buck and Missy progressed
with their German? I think you had better put rascal Jess to board
in a German family until he learns to speak the language. What
does he say to the arrangement?-! am sorry you have allowed
Jess' pony to get lost. You had better offer a reward of $20 00 for
him. I think your fathers an unsafe place to keep any thing however. - I am glad Mrs. White charges you with being the cause of
her husbands arrest. It serves you right after your interceeding for
the release of such an old rascall.3-My love to Aunt Fanny, your
father, Emma, Anna and the balance. Kisses for yourself and the
children. The Staff ate all well except Rawlins and be is as well as
he ever will be. We have not had a rain here for more than a month
and with our enormous wagon train the roads have become so worn
into dust that it is suffocating to move about. The weather too has
been intolerably warm.
ULYS.

A very fine Sewing Machine was voted to you at the Philadelphia
Fair. They have asked me where it should be .sent. I directed it to
be sent to Mr. Ford. You probably will get it a few days after you
receive this.
.ALS, DLC-USG. Al though the letter is not dated precisely, the discussion of
the visit to Fort Monroe appears to place it between USG's letters of June 22 and
July 7, 1864, probably closer to the latter.
1. USG retained ownership of Wish-ton-wish, the house built by his brotherin-law Lewis Dent. The Courier.Journal (Louisville), Feb. 24, 1873.
2. See telegram to Edwin M. Stanton, June 25, 1864,.
3. On June 10, Julia Dent Grant wrote to Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans
asking the rele:ise of Joseph W . White, "a servant of mine ..•" and his sons.
ALS, Rosecrans Papers, CLU.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Grant's Hd Qrs July 11864

MAJ. GENL HALLECK
CHIEF OF STAFF

The Enemys Cavalry finding that Sheridan was secure where
he was Crossing the James River left him and interposed themselves on the Weldon Road between Wilson and his return. Kautz
with his & a portion of Wilsons succeeded in passing the Enemy
and getting in but with the loss ot his artillery and wagons Wilson with most of his Command was Cut off and is supposed to
have gone back South. Immediately on receipt of news that Wilson
was returning Meade sent Wrights Corps to Reams Station to aid
him. Sherid[an] was also ordered to join him. Wright and Sheridan are both now out and the latter with orders to push on until he
learns reliably from Wilson. Our artillery is now so located that it
plays Easily on the Bridges in Petersburg. They were hit a number
of times yesterday by Smiths guns A Small Steamer lying at the
Petersburg Wharf was also hit and burned

u. SGRANT
Lt. Genl.
Telegram received (at 4:00 P.M.), D NA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part
1, 15; ibid,, I, xl, part 2, 551-58.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Head Qrs Anny U. S.
City Point
July 1st 1864 5 P. M.

MAJ GEN H. W . HALLECK
CHIEF OF STAFF.

Senators Lane and Wilson and Congressman Wilder apply to
have Gen'l Blunt ordered to report to Gen Canby. Please say to
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them if Gen'l Canby applies for Gen'l Blunt he can have him 1 I
cannot however order an officer with rank above all subordinates in
Gen'l Canbys Military Division without first knowing his pleasure
in the matter

u. s. GRANT
Lt Genl

Telegram received (on Ju1y 2, 1864, 11:30 A.M. ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, xli, part 2, 3. On July 1, U .S. Senator James H. Lane of Kan., U.S.
Representative Abel C. Wilder of Kan., and U.S. Senator Henry' Wilson of
Mass. telegraphed to USG. "We earnistly ~ recommend & requist an order
for Maj Genl Blunt to report for duty to Maj Genl Canby-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received.
Also on July 1, 10:00 A,M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen, Henry W. Halleck. "I understand many of the hundred days men express a willingness to reenlist for the long term. I think it advisable that an order should be published
authorizing such of them as wish to peenlist in the old regiments giving them
the benefit of the bounties offered and Crediting the State to which they belong
with the number so reenlisting" Telegram received (at 9:00 P.M.), ibid., RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V 1 45, 59, 67. O.R.., III, iv, 466-67.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
Hd Qrs Armies
City Point 11 30 pm
July 1st 1864
MAJ GEN H w HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

You need not send any artillery beyond the three Batteries already started 1
Ewells Corps has returned here but I have no evidence of
Breckenridge having returned
Hunter ougbt to get back on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as
soon as possible2 -0perating from there he will have the enemy in
front of him
US GRANT
LtGenl
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Telegram received (on July 2, 1864, 9:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound) ; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
61. 0.R., I, nxvii, part 2, 3; ibid., I, xi, part 2, 558. On July I, 1: 30 P.M., Maj.
Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. ''On the 28th I telegraphed to
Genl Hunter granting his request to visit Washington, and directing him in the
mean time to telegraph to you about his operations. Since then I have beard
nothing of him, the line west of llarper's Ferry having been broken by rebil
raids. I telegraphed him to day that you wished to consult with him at -your
Head Qi;s. As you are aware, all batteries here were dismounted & put in the
forts to replace in part the heavy regiments, and their horses sent to the front. I
have remounted three & sent them forward & will remount five more, by taking
horses from Qr Mr's teams. This leaves very little in the forts e:!cept militia who
are not sufficiently instructed to work the guns. There are conflicting reports
about the rebel forces in the Shenandoah valley. Some say that Beckenridge &
Pickett are foUowfog the cavalry which has just made a raid on the B & 0 Rail
Road, while others say they are not in the valley at all. It certainly would be
good policy for them, while Hunter's army is on the Kanawha, to destroy the
B & 0 Rail Road & make a raid in Maryland & Penn. Sigel has very little besides
militia at Harper's Ferry and on the Rail Road, and by sending away the artillery we shall have nothing left here with which to reinforce him.'' ALS ( telegram
sent); DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.;
(at 10: 00 P.M.) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 4; ibid.,
I, xi, part 2, 558.
1. On June 28, USG wrote to Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside. 1'Did you
want any artillery, except Benjamin's battery, ordered you from Washington?"
Ibid., p. 482. On the same day, .Burnside wrote to USG. "In addition to Benjamin1s battery I should like Gittings1 battery, of the Third Artillery, and Allen's
and Buckley's (Rhode Island) batteries, unless by so doing it would bring up
too much field artillery. These have all been sent to Washington. If we are to
continue-our operations here guns of heavier caliber will also be required, but
these !\:i9e been promised by General Hunt," Ibid. Also on June 28, USG telegraphed to Halleck. "Please order here Benjamins Battery and also Gettings of
the Srd Artillery if it can be spared" Telegram received ( at 2: 10 P.M.), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; copies, ibid., RG 94, Letters Received,
618A 1864; ibid., RG 108, Letters Senti DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. On June 29,
USG telegraphed to Halleck. "I have just been examening our front around
Petersburg in person and find that more field artillery can be used advantageous[ly.J Please send Taffts Batter[y] 20 pdr Parrotts and four or Six other Batteries if they can be spared. This is in addition to the two Batteries heretofore
ordered1' TelegrlUll received (at 6:S0 P.M.), DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Col•
lected (Bound). O.R., I, xl, part 2, 491.
2. On June 29, 10: 30 A.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Genl HuJ1ter has
applied for and obtained leave to come to Washington for consultation in respect
to future operations. I have directed him to telegraph in the meantime directly
to you such information as he may have. I only know that he has reached his
supplies on Loup creek near Gauley." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG i07,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Col•
lected (Unbound). O.R,, I, xxxvii, part 1, 688. At 9: 00 P.M . , USG telegraphed
to Halleck. "Please send Gen Hunter here immediately on his arrival in Wash-
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ington-Probably on consultation I can better direct future movements for him
after such consultation-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copy, DLC-USG, V, 67. OR., I, ;xxxvii, part 1, 689.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point, Va. July 1st 1864-.

MAJ. GEN H. w. HALLECK,
CHIEV OF STAFF OF THE ARM[Y]
GENERAL,

Mr. Dana Asst. Sec. of War1 has just returned. He inform[s]
me that he called attention to the necessity of sending Gen. Butler
to another field of duty. Whilst I have no diff[i]culty with Gen.
Butler, finding him always cle[ar] in his conception of orders, and
prompt to obey, yet there is a want of knowledge how to execute,
and particularly a prejudice against him, as a commandet, that
operates against his usefulness. I have feared that it might become
necessary to separate him and Gen. Smith. The latter is really one
of the most efficient officers in service, readiest in expedients an[ d]
most skilful in the management of troops in action. I would dislike
removing him from his present command unless it was to increas[e]
it, but as I say, may have it to do yet if Gen. Butler remains.
As an adminfatrative officer Gen. Butler has no superior. In
taking charge of a Dept.mt where there are no great battles to be
fought, but a dissatisfied element to controll no one could manage
it better than he. If a command could be cut out such as Mr Dana
proposed, namely Ky. Ill. & Ia. or if the Depts. of the Mo. Kansas
and the states of Ill. & Ia. could be merged together and Gen. Butler
put over it I believe the good of the service would be subserved.
I regret the necessity of asking for a change in commander
here, but Gen. Butler not being a soldier by education or experience, is in the hands of his subordinates in the execution of all
operations Military. I would feel strengthened with Smith, Franklin or J . J . Reynolds commanding the right wing of this Army. At
the same time, as I have here stated, Gen. Butler has always been
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prompt in his obedience to orders, with me, and clear in his understanding of them. I would not therefore be willing to recommend
his retirement.
I send this by Mail for consideration but will telegraph if I
think it absolutely necessary to make a change.
I am General, very respect£.
your obt. svt.

U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS, Schoff Collection, MiU-C. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 558-59. On July s, 11364,
Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck wrote to USG. "Private.... Your note of the 1st.
inst in relation to Genl. Butler is just received. I will, as you propose, await
further advices from you before I submit the matter officially to tbe Secty of War
and the President. It was foreseen from the .first that you. would eventually find
it necessary to relieve Genl. B. on account of his total unfitness to command in
the field, and his generally quarrelsome character. What shall be done with him,
has therefore already been, as I am informed; a matter of consultation. To send
him to Kentucky would probably cause an insurrection in that state, and an immediate call for large reenforcements. Moreover, he would probably greatly embaJTas Sherman, &P if he did not attempt to supersede him, by using against him
all his talent at political intrigue and his facilities for newspaper abuse. If you
send him to Missouri, nearly the same thing will occur there. Although it might
not be objectionable to have a free fight between him and Rosecrans, the Government would be seriously embarrassed by the local difficulties, and calls for
reinforcements likely to follow. Inveterate as is Rosecran's habit of continually
calling for more troops, Butler differs only in demanding instead of calling. As
things now stand in the west, I think we can keep the peace; but if Butler be
thrown in as a disturbing element, I anticipate very serious results. Why not
leave Gen! Butler in the local command of his Dept, including N. C. Norfolk,
Fort Monroe, Yorktown, &c, and make a new army corps of the part of the 18th
under Smith? This would leave B. under your immediate control, and at the same
time would relieve you of his presence in the field. Moreover, it would save the
necessity of organizing a new Dept. If he must be relieved entirely, I think it
would be best to make a new Dept. for him in New England. I make these remarks merely as suggestions. Whatever you may finally determine on, I will try
to have done. As Genl. B. claims to rank me, I shall give him no ordet'S wherever
he may go, without the special direction of yourself or the Secty of War." Copy,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.1 I, xl, part 2, 598.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, July 9d lst/ 64

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
W ill it not be well to send orders for Sheridan to return now
that W ilson is heard from? I regret the disater but the work done
by Wilson and his Cavalry is of great importance. I understand
from Kautz discreption that it will take the enemy several weeks
to repair the damages done the Southside and Danville roads.
U . S. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (on July 1, 1864, 5:45 P.M. ) 1
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 2,
560. At 5:00 J,>.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade had telegraphed to USG. "One
of Col Sharpes scouts is just in, who left Wilsons command this morning at 7:
oclock on the road from Suffolk to Prince Georges CH-Wilson having yesterday
succeeded in crossing the Blackwater. The scout thinks be has most of his men
with him altho he was obliged to abandon all property & many of the men are
dismounted. He will be in by night.~" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Anny of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 560. At 6:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Sheridans orders require him to return so soon as any definite
intelligence of Wilson's command was received-and he has been notified of Wilson's safe refurn.-" ALS (telegram sent); DNA, RG 393, Anny of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. OR., I, xi, part 2, 561.
At 10:20 A.M., Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock telegraphed to Brig. Gen.
Seth Williams. "I send you 3 Mississipp[i] deserters from Hills Corps they
say that they understood this morning that Ewells Corps arrived yesterday &
that part of i t was marching to their right outside of their defences they place
the troops in their intrenchments from their left to the right as follows Beauregard Longstreat Hill A. P ." Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Anny of the
Potomac, Telegrams Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 566. At 10:50 A .M . , Meade
transmitted this telegram to USG. AES, DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Telegrams Received.
At 10:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Wilson having returned
orders have been given to Genl. Sheridan to withdraw to Prince Georges C. H.
and there to re-organise the cavalry and prepare them for further service-He is
directed to detach one brigade to picket on the left flank of the army The 6th
Corps is directed to resume its former position & Genl. Ferero's division will be
sent to take post on the Norfolk or Baxter road where it crosses the Blackwater
Swamp.-'The enemy have been passing in considerable force to day into Petersburgh on a road just South of the Weldon R. Rd-this is probably the force sent
to support the cavalry when Wilson was attacked, with perhaps re-inforcements
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sent out when Wrights movement was reported.-It seems to be pretty well ascertained, that supplies are brought on the Weldon road to Stony creek depot &
wagoned from thence to Petersbur-gh-if the cavalry was in better condition this
might be stopped-The mere occupation of the Weldon R. Rd. will not do it, as
by making more of a detour they can reach the part of the road where the trains
stop, by using roads nearer the Appomatox;- and then moving across to the
Weldon Road.-" ALS (telegram sent), i bid., Miscellaneous Letters Received;
telegram received, ibi.d., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, -xl, part 2, 561. On
July 2, 10:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Sheridan's cavalry being unserviceable there is no occasion for Genl. Kautz coming here & I have accordingly so advised him at Bermuda Hundred.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 582. On July 12, 10:50
A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "On Kautz' Expedition
Eider's B·atty lost all its guns and equipments-The enclosed requisitions are to
remount it-My own belief is, that a Batty should never be remounted where it
loses its guns without an investigation and I therefore forward the requisitions
to the Lieut Gen Comdg for his judgment-This, is probably all right, but we
lose guns too easily when there is no penalty attached to the loss except to get
new ones-" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Sent (Press). O.R., I, x:1, part 3,200.
On July 1, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Where is the heavy firing now going on. Is it an attack made by the enemy" Telegr-am received ( at 10:27 P.M. ) ,
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copies (2), Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl,_part 2,562. At 10:30 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG.
"The firing is apparently on Burnsides front.-He has made no report-Warren
says it is on his tight will report as soon as I am advised of what has occurred."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, :xl,
part 2,562.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 2d 1864

MA.r. GEN. MEADE,
I have directed Gen. Butler to have Kent, the Tribune Correspondent, arrested and sent to these Hd Qrs. As soon as be arrives
I will send him to your Provost Marshal Gen for such disposition
as you deem fit to make of him. If you desire it I will order him
away from the Anny not to return either before or after sending
him to you.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
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ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 10:00 A.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. O.R., I, x:l, part 2, 583. On July 1, 1864, 1:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. "Winfield S. Hancock wrote to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams. "An article in the New York
Tribune of the 27th instant, purporting to have been written at the headquarters
of General Butler, has just been shown to me. I inclose it for the ex:amination of
the major-general commanding the army. I have marked the paragraphs to which
I desire to call his attention, and request that he may take measures to discover
the author of the false and injurious statements referred to, !ll)d that the author
thereof may be punished in such a manner that the fact wi11 be likely to have as
great a circulation as the slanders which he has uttered." Ibid., p . 567. On the
same day, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded for the action of the lieutenant-general commanding. It is understood the
correspondent referred to is named Kent, and is within the control of the majorgeneral commanding the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. I respectfully request he be directed either to order him out of the lines of the army, or to
turn him over to the provost-marshal-general of this army. His article is full of
malicious falsehoods, and he should be severely punished for it." Ibid, In a
lengthy account of the assault on Petersburg, correspondent William H. Kent
noted: "Gen. Smith, finding that Gen. Hancock would not cooperate in the attempt to take the city early in the morning, was compelled to abandon what
subsequent events prove would have been a successful movement, and to act independently as to minor details. . .." New Tork Tribune, June 27, 1864. On
July 2, 10:30 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''The exclusion of Mr. Kent
from the armies around Richmond will ee in my judgment answer nil purposesI proposed his being turned over to the Prov. Mar. Genl. A. P . in order to bring
him before a military commission for trial on tb.e charge of publishing false intelligence for a malicious purpose-but this is probably attaching more importance
to the individual than he deserves.-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG $93,
Anny of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 583.
Also on July 2, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. ''A correspondent named Kent, understood to be with your command, bas published in
the N. Y. Tribune of the 27th an article false and slanderous upon a portion of
the Army now in the field. You will please direct his arrest and have him sent to
these Hd Qrs." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 11:00 A.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler, O.R., I,
xi, part 2, 593. On the same day, Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel, act. chief of staff
for Butler, telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch rec'd. It will be done at once. Gen!
Kautz's Adjutant Gen\ has just returned with 600 men more of his command."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers, copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Telegrams Seat. On the same day, Weitzel telegraphed to USG. ''Mr,
Kent has gone North. I will show your dispatch to Genl Butler when he returns."
ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; copy,
ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 593.
On the same day, USG telegraphed to Weitzel. "Please f' dirct the Provost Mar.
to notify Mr .Kent that his pass to vist visit this army is revoked and that he will
not be permitted to return" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler.. On
the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "On enquiry Mr. Kent is found to
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have gone North. I have directed notice to be sent to him that his pass to visit
this Army is revoked and that he will not be allowed to return." ALS (~elegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at
11: 45 A.M.), ibid., RG 393-, Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Received. O.R.,
I , xl, part 2, 583. For an inaccurate account, see Butler's Book (Boston, 1892) 1
pp. 700-I.
On July 1 or 2, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Please direct your Provost
Marshal to ascertain if the Correspondent Swinton is within our lines and if so to
expell him." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 109, Copies of Miscellaneous Correspondence; telegram received (dated July 1 ), ibid., RG 94, War Records Of'fice, Army of the Potomac; copies ( 2), Meade Papers, PHi. Dated July 1 in O.R.,
I, xi, part 2, 559. Endorsements (dated July 1) are ibid., pp. 559-60. On July
2, 9:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I have nothing new to report this
morning-Your order in regard to Mr. Swinton registered correspondent of the
N. Y. Times was sent to the Prov. Mar. Genl. who .r eturned for answer that Mr.
Swinton was not now with this army, it being understood l1e was in Washington
to which place a notice has been sent him, that his pass is annulled and that he
will not be permitted to return.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army
of the Potomac, Misc,ellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 582. See J. Cutler Andrews, The
North Reports the Civil War (Pittsburgh, 1955) 1 pp. 595-96; O.R., I , ;d, part
3 , 40-41.
On Sept. 27, Kent wrote to President Abraham Lincoln. "In July last, my
Pass as Army Correspondent of the N. Y. Tribune was revoked by order of Lt.
Gen. Grant, at the request, I believe of Maj-. Gen. Meade. I am not conscious of
and certainly did not intend to write aught but what was true and proper for
publication. Since that time the order relating to Mr. Wm. Swinton of the N. Y.
Times who was sent from the Army at the same time has been rescinded by Gen.
Meade. In behalf of the Tribune and myself I h ave respectfully to ask that similar
action be taken in my case." ALS, DLC-Robert T. Lincoln. On the same day,
Lincoln endorsed this letter. "Respectfully referred to Lieutenant General Grant
for his consideration and decision." ES, ibid. Lincoln, Works, Vill, 26. On Oct.
7, Hancock endorsed this letter. "· .. When I saw the article, which was by mere
accident I observed statements therein which were false and exceedingly injurious to myself and the troops I had the honor to command. The Author purported to be from Gen'l Butler's Army and initials only were given. 1 addressed
a letter to Major General Meade asking that measures might be taken to ascertain
the name of the correspondent and to have him held Tesponsible for the injury
done. It was intended and it was my wish that the matter should be investigated
in the a formal manner in order that the correspondent should be made to show
his authority i£ he had any,-but it was found that he had left the Army. Lt Genl
Grant then ordered that he be not permitted to return. If the correspondent did
not know with what he had been charged he could readily have ascertained it by
inquiry, at an earlier date,-then it would not have been too late for him to have
repaired the fojury he had done. The article was apparently written in the interest of Genl Smith's command of General Butler's Army, against myself and
my command. As to the falsity of the p:u-agra.ph referred to I have the most conclusive evidence.-a letter written voluntarily to me by Gener,al Smith, denying
the facts alleged, and stating that he had only delayed writing thus long hoping
to have Mr . Kent deny the article, but that as he, Mr X., had left the Army he
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wrote me the letter in question, as the next best means of repairing the injury
done. This newspaper Article originate in the advance on Petersburg by General
Grant." ES, ibid. On the same day, Meade endorsed this letter. "Respectfully
returned-the fore going statement of Maj. Genl Hancock accords with my recol•
lection of the case-No permit has been given by me to Mr. Swinton.-" AES,
ibid. On Oct. 10, USG endorsed this letter. "Respectfully returned to His E x.
The President, and attention invited to the endorsements hereon of Gens. R an•
cock and Meade. The most liberal facilities are afforded to newspaper correspondents, but they cannot be permitted to misrepresent facts to the injury of the
service. When they so offend their pass to accompany the army is with drawn,
and they are excluded from its lines, In this case~there appears to have been a
deliberate attempt to injure one of the best Generals and Corps in the service. I
cannot therefore consent to Mr. Kent's return to this army" ES, ibid.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph.from City Point 2 P. M
Dated July 21864.
To GEN GEOG MEADE
Please detail One hundred & fifty men as an additional guard for
the General Herd of Cattle now numbering some 3000 and being
grazed or directed to be grazed on the James River near Coggins
point. Direct the detail to report to Capt W R Murphy 1 C S in
charge of herd. It would be a further protection to locate the camp
for the dismounted Cavalry at Coggins point while waiting to be
mounted if it can be done without inconvenience

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Anny of the Potomac, Telegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 583.
On July 2, 1864, 4:30 P . M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG,
''Your telegram of 2. P. M received A detail of 150 men has been ordered to
report to Capt. Mutphy C. S. in charge of cattle herd at or near Coggins Pointand Maj. Genl. Sheridan in command of dismounted Cavalry has been advised
of your wishes in regard to the location of the camp of that part of his com-•
mand." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copy, ibid. , Letters Sent. At 5:·2 0 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''l have directed General Sheridan to furnish an additional
guard of one hundred and fifty ( 150) men for the general cattle herd at Coggins
Point, and also to locate the camp for the dismounted cavalry at or near that
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place M ~ itt ~ eispaleh ei tBi& &Me, jf it can be done without inconvenience.'' Telegram sent, ibid., Miscellaneous Letters .Received; ibid., Let•
ters Sent.
1. William R . Murphy of Pa., appointed capt. and commissary as of Sept.
10, 1862.

To Maj. Gen. William F. Smith
City Point July 2d 1864
.MAJ. GEN. SMITH,
Your application for leave of absence has just come to me. Unless it is absolutely necessary that you should leave at this time I
would much prefer not having you go. It will not be necessary for
you to expose yourself in the hot sun and if it should become necessary I can temporarily attach Humphreys to relieve you of such
duty.

US GRANT
Lt Gen.
AL (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I ,
xi, part 2, 594,. On June 30, 1864, Maj. Gen. WilHam F. Smith wrote to Brig.
Gen. J ohn A. Rawlins. "I bave the honor to forward a Certificate from the Medical Director of this Col'}>s, and to ask that I may have a leave of absence of twenty
days. I have been unable for some time, to do any duty which exposed me to the
heat of the Sun, and, us this position is one requiring constant attention, I beg
leave to ask that I may be relieved as soon as possible, and some one placed in
Command, who can keep the saddle, if necessary, during the beat of the day.
As General Butler has informed me that he has left for Fort Monroe, I send this
direct, being temporarily in Command of the troops of this Dept. in this vicinity."
LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I, xl, part .2, 538. Smith enclosed a
statement of June 30 of Surgeon George Suckley. ALS, DNA, RG 108 1 Letters
Received. On July 2, Smith wrote to Rawlins. "li there is to be no reorganization
soon I will take advantage of the Generals permission & go away for a few days
as this hot weather is one too many for me." ALS, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xi, part 2, 594. On the same day, Smith wrote to
USG. "In acknowledging your dispatch, with reference to my leave, I Eleeut con•
sider it due to you who have been so kind to me, and to myself who have never
had any thing but the wannest wish for your success, and for the prosperous
termination of this war, to render some explanation. One of my troubles (that of
my head) bas three times driven me from a southern climate, and I really feel
quite helpless here, unable to go out at all during the heat of the day, even to
visit my lines, and therefore I do not do the duty of a corps commander as I think
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it should be done. I have, during this war, held my health & my life at the service of the country, when I thought l was doing any good, & as I stand now unfortuna[tely] & as I think, I can say with the clearest conscience from no fault of
my own, I have deemed that some other with moi:e ambitions, & no hostilities,
could better serve the country here in my place, therefore I was in no wise called
upon to risk a permanent disability, by remaining here. I wish to say to you, unofficiillly, that from the time I joined the Dept. of Va, until the campaign terminated disgracefully, I gave to the work the utmost energies of mind & body. Then
I wanted to be where I could be useful & thinking the more troops there were in
thls Dep[t.] the more blunders & murders would be committed, I went gladly to
the A of P with the most hearty good will & intentions. In look[ing] back over
the [snee]rs & the false charges & the snubbing 1 have recd there, I only wonder
General, at my own moderation I then [ca]m[e back] here thinking that your
presence here, would prevent blunders, & that I could once more be useful here.
Two letters have been written to me which I think any gentleman would be
ashamed to acknowledge as emanating from him, & for which there was not even
the shadow of an excuse. This has induced me to believe, that some one else
would be of far more service here than I am hefe, and as my only ambition is to
be of service, I determined to present the just plea of my health, to remove one
of the obstacles to harmony in this army, & that, General, if you will look closely
into the campaign, you will find to ha-Ye eeea be one of the causes of want of
the success where you needed & expected it. In conclusion, General, I am willing
to do any thing & endure anythlng whlch will be of service to the country, or
yourself. Now I am with the personal, & I want simply to cilll your attention to
the fact, that no man, since the Revolution, has had the tithe of the responsibility
which now sits on your shoulders & to ask you, how you can place a man in
command of two anny corps, who is as helpless as a child on the field of battle,
& as visionary as an opium eater in council, & that, too, when you have such
men a~ Frapklin & Wright availa[ble to] help you, to !]lake you famous for all
time & our country great & free beyond all other nations of the world. Think of
it, my dear General, & let your good sense, & not your heart decide questions of
this kind." ALS, DNA, RG 393, 18th Army Corps, Telegrams Sent (Press).
O.R., I, .xl, part 2, 595. On the same day, 9:45 P.M., Smith telegraphed to
Rawlins. "There is a good deal of reorganization to be done in this command &
therefore I dare not take advantage of the General's kindness & must stick it out
as long as possible & hope for a change of weather. Please mention this to Genl
Grant. As soon as the order is out I shall come down St have a talk with you on
what I consider a question of vital moment to the Country & in these questions
personal hostility I don't think ever interferes with my judgement" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, :xl, part 2,
595-96,

On June 30, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "The thlrty pounders [o]n the
river got the ranges of the [b]ridges very nicely yesterday & today have been
doing good service [i]n hitting-They have not yet injured them so seriously as
to break them down, though they have hit them several times They have in
addition to this [b)urnt the steamer lying at [P]ocahontas bridge. [T]he mortars
on river bank have [d]one good service in aiding to [si]lence artillry fire," Copy
{telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, 18th Army Corps, Telegrams Sent (Press);
ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegr-am received (at 9: lO
P.M.),ibid.,RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, x:l, part 2,537. On thesarne day,
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Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "1 understood from Genl. Grant yesterday that
he wished me to try to take the Enemy's lines in front of my left. I have made
Every preparation to make the attack at 5 P. M. today. Are there any changes in
our lines that will cause this attack to be postponed." Copy (undated), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same day, Rawlins wrote to
Smith. "No change has been made in our lines requiring the postponement of
your attack. -You will therefore make it at the time you have ordered." O.R., I,
xl, part 2, 537. On the same day, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "The Brigade
Commander who was to lead in the assault to night, in place of forming his men
under [clover, concealed, as be was drrected, bas [ma]de his formation in the
open groll.l}d to the left of the position indicated. This brought in so sharp a fire
from the [E]nemy as to detainea Genl Turner in the [fo]rmntion of the rest of his
column-[gi]ving time to the Enemy to throw in reinforcements into the portion
of the line we wished to take, which movement we could see-As our great hope
of success depended upon taking the Enemy by surprise, as our only chance of
doing that had gone with the long delay, I ordered a withdrawal of the troops to
their original position-I have as yet no return of casualities but the loss [is
sligb]t" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, 18th Army Corps, Telegrams
Sent (Press); ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram re,
ceived, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, .xl, part 2, 538.
On July l, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. ''Quite a conflagration was observed last night in Petersburg, pl'obably caused by our shells. General Weitzel
telegraphs me as follows this morning, and I think he is correct in his supposition: 'Eight car-loads of troops, apparently dressed in blue uniforms, have just
passed to Petersburg. Is it not possible that these are our men to be put there to
prevent the shelling of the city?'" Ibid., p. 580.
On July 2, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to Smith. "Lieut Gen
Grant wishes me to ask where & what is the artillery firing" Telegram received,
DNA, RO .393, 24th Army Corps, Telegrams Received (Unarranged}. On the
same day, Smith telegraphed to Comstock. ''The enemy opened upon my batteries
near the river from their batteries on the opposite side & I am replying. The firing
is entirely confined to this." Telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 2,
596.

On July 5, Smith wrote to USG. ''1 am very anxious to show you a portion
of my line which can only be seen in the morning about daylight, or in the evening after sunset. If your duties will permit, will you ride up this evening and
spend the night with me, or to-morrow afternoon and go with me in the evening?"
Ibid., I, xl, part 3, 26. On the same day, USG wrote to Smith. "l will be at your
Hd. Qrs. and visit your lines with you tomorrow evening," Copy, DLC-USG, V,
67. Cancellation marks indicate thjs mess~e may not have been sent. On July 7,
Smith wrote to Rawlins. ''Will you suggest to the Lt Gen'!, to have all regular
approaches at the salient discontinued, & have them begun at other places in the
line to prevent attracting attention, until he bas examined the ground & made
up his mind for himself." Copy, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers. 0 .R., I , xi, part 3, 70.
On July 6, Smith twice wrote to Rawlins. "My Artillery succeeded this after•
noon in blowing up a small magazine or Umber chest in the enemys works on my
left." '"Will you have the Kindness to hurry up those two Batteries that have come
for me, My reports show an increase of enemies artillery in my front. If you.
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have a 100 lb Parrott lying idle & it meets with the approbation of the Lieut
Gen'!, would it not be well to send it to me." Copies, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., 1, xi, part 3, 57. See ibid.,
p. 60. On the same day, Lt. Col. Orville E. Babcock telegraphed to Smith. "A
party Composed of Senators Wade, Wilkenson Chandler & Sprague with some
others will go out on the morning train at ten ( 10) A. M. The Lieut Gen desires
you to have two ( 2) Carriages and five or six Saddle horses at the Cars to meet
them to take them around" Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, 24th Army
Corps, Telegrams Received (Unarranged),
On July 7, Smith telegraphed to Rawlins. "Is there any objection to my
visiting City Point this evening Gen! Franklin will be there & i& te laete te REle
sere." Copy, ibid., RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound). OR., I, xi, part S,
70. See ibid., p. 86.
On .July 8, Smith twice telegraphed -to R awlins, the second time at 7: 15
P.M. "ls it not possible to send me some troops to releive a portion of my line
My troops are so exhausted it is very difficult to make them work." Telegram
received (at 9 : 15 A,M,), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. 0 .R., I, _xi, part 3, 88. ''The enemy
opened quite heavily with artillery upon my lines about two hours since, after
which their I nfantry mounted the parapet of their rifle pits & delivered a volley
but upon receiving a volley from my lines they again retired." Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; ibid,, RG 108, Letters Received. 0 .R., I, xi, part 3, 88.
On the same day, U'SG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "Is it not
practicable for you to send a Brigade of Troops from the Peninsula between the
Appomattox & James to Genl Smith his line is so Jong & exposed that it is
necessary to relieve the men in the trenches" Telegram r eceived, DLC.
Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
Sent. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 81. On the following day, Butler responded directly to
Smith, not failing to include a rebuke for not following the chain of command.
Ibid., p. ll8. On JuJy 8, Rawlins telegraphed to Smith. ''There will probably be
no movements for a week or ten days, and you have permission to use this time
to visit New York. Communicate this to Gen Butler with whom the Lt. Gen has
spoken.'' T elegram received, DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. 0 .R., I , xi., part 3,
88. On July g, USG wrote to Smith. "Gen. Ord ·c ao be assigned to the command
of your Corps during your absence if you think it advisable" Copies, DLC.
USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 118. On
the same day, Smith wrote to USG. ''I think Genl Martindale perfectly competent to the Command & he knows the.situation perfectly which Genl Ord wouJd
have to learn, It would seem to be a want of confidence considering the shortness
of time that I am to be absent & 1 think Genl Martindale would feel hurt by it,"
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Anny of the
James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, ll8. Brig. Gen. John H. Martindale assumed temporary command of the 18th Army Corps; Maj. Gen. Edward
0. C. Ord replaced him on July 21. Ibid., p. 361. See telegram to Maj. Gen.
Henry W. Halleck, July 10, 1864.
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To Ma;. Gen. Henry W; Halleck
Genl Grant Hd Qrs
5 P. M. July 3, 1864

MAJ GENL HALLECK
CHIEF OF STAFF

You can direct Sigel in answer to his dispatch of 10.30 A. M
of today better than I can. Earlys corps is now here 1 There are no
troops that can now be threatening Hunters Dept, except the remnant of the force W. E. Jones 2 had and possibly Breckenridge If
there is any thing threatening any portion of his Department however you need not send him here
U. s. GRANT
Lt. Genl.
Telegram received (at 8: 15 .P,M,), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii,
part 2, 15. On July 3, 1864, 4:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed
to USG. "Genl Sigel reports that Early Breckenridge & J ackson, with Moseby's
guerrillas, are said to be moving from Staunton down the Shenandoah valley. I
ordered Genl Hunter up to ,t he line of the Rail-road, but he has replied to none
of my telegrams, and has made no report of his operations or present condition.
Sigel has been ordered to telegraph directly to him, to inform him of the condition of affairs &: to ask for instructions. I t is possible that Hunter is marching
by Beverly & Moorefield or Romney, which would account for his not answering
dispatches. The three principal officers on the line of the road are Sigel, Stahl,
and Max Weber. You can therefore judge what probability there is of a good
defence, if the enemy should attack the line in force." ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (at 6:40
P.M:.) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2 1 15. Halleck was
probably responsible for the transmission to USG of a telegram of 10:30 A.M.
from Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel to Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas. "Gen Hunter informed today that Gen.. Sullivan's Division is ordered here but that it could not
arrive here before four or six days. I have here two regiments of Ohio Guards
and one battery. At Lee-town there are two old regts of Infantry and five pieces
of artillery, and about one thousand dismounted Cavalry armed here. Our mounted
Cavalry consists of detachments to the number of 1800 men. The Cavalry is in
front with the exception of a reserve near Martinsburg. I have taken command
of all these troops and will concentrate them at a proper point in case of emergency. In view of the expected movement of Sullivan I will defend Martinsburg
with all our power in case of an attack and hold communication with Cumberland if you do not wish me to hold communication with ffarpers Ferry. In this
case I must evacuate Martinsburg and concentrate our force at Charlestown.
Please answer immediately." Telegram received (at 2:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 108,
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Letters Received. At 8:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to H alleck. "Since telegraph•
ing you today I have made enquiries to ascertain the grounds upon which Earlys
(Ewells Corps) had returned to our front. I find no Prisoners haV'e been taken
from it since its reported return-Deserters however from other Commands state
that it returned about five or six days a_go" Telegram received (at 8:50 P.M.),
ibid., RG 107, TelegTams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLCUSG, V, 4.5 (misdated June 3), 59, 67. O.R., I, x.uvii, part 2, 15.
Also on July 3, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "Gen
Sigel telegraphs that Early, Breckenridge, Jackson and Mosby are reported to
be moving down the Shenandoah Valley. Is it not certain that Early has returned
to your front." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xnvii, part 2, lo; ibid., I, xl, part 2, .599. At
7:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The only information I have as to
Ewell's corps was derived from deserters, who said it had returned from Lynch•
burgh. No prisoners have been taken from any of the divisions of that corps or
any other information obtained than. above-It is BfH; I t was never reported as
in our front but only that it had returned from Lynchburgh.-" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received;
copies, ibid., Letters Sent; (2-1 misdated June 3) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I,
xxxvii, part 2, 16; ibid., I, xl, pl\rt 2, 600.
I . Jubal A. Early, born in Va., USMA 1837, resigned from the U.S. Army
and embarked upon a career as a Va. Whig lawyer-politician interrupted by
service in the Mexican War. An opponent of secession, he nonetheless immediately embraced the southern cause and advanced in rank to lt. gen. and corps
commander as· of May 30, 1864, and replaced Lt. Gen. Richard S. Ewell in
command of the 2nd Corps, Army of Northern Va. Ordered to the Shenandoah
Valley on June 12, Early repulsed Maj. Gen. David Hunter at Lynchburg (June
18) then moved northward, reachin.g Harpers Ferry on July 3.
2. William E. "Grumble" J ones of Va., tJSMA 1848, resigned as 1st It.,
Mounted Rifles, as of Jan. 26, 1857., and became a Va. farmer. As capt,, '1Vashington Mounted Rifles, col., 1st and 7th Va. Cav., and brig. gen. as of Sept. 19,
1862, he acquired a reputation as an outstanding cav. officer before his death,
June 5, 1864, at the engagement of Piedmont, Va.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point 10 30 PM~
Dated July 3d 1864.

To MAJOR GEN MEADE
Do you think it possible by a bold and decisive attack to break
through the enemys centre, say in Warrens front somewhere? If
this is determined on we wou1d want full preparations made in advance so there should be no balk-Roads would have to be made to
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bring the troops up [rapid]ly, batteries constructed so as to bring
the greatest amou[ntJ of Artillery to bear possible on the points of
attack and all to the right of the attack strengthened to be held by
the smallest number of men- I have felt unwilling to give the
troops any violent exercise until we get rain to settle the dust, and
now even if we should get rain all operations except preparations
will have to be deferred until the Cavalry is again nt for service.
I send this to get your views on the subject-If it is not attempted we will have to give you an Army sufficient to meet most
of Lees forces and march around Petersburg and come in from
above-This probably could not be done before the arrival of the
19th Corps.

us GRANT

Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of tbe Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. Printed as,sent on July 3 1 1864, at 10: 30 A,M ., in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 599;
(incomplete) ibid., p. 603. At noon, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. "Your despatch received. before replying it will be necessary I should see
botb Warren & Burnside to obtain information. I am now under the impression
that t he former does not consider an advance in his front practicable but the Jatter
some days ago was of the opinion that he could in hls front break through the
enernys line-I will advise you as soon as possible of my views fullyr--" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Anny of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, :x.l, part 2,
599.

At 10:00 A.M. , Meade telegraphed to USG. "I have nothlng particular to
report from the lines of this army during the past 24 hours.-Maj. Genl. Burnside bas made progress in the construction of his siege batteries, one of which
will be completed by tonight-He has met with difficulty in his mining operations ov,ring to the presence of water & quicksands-He expresses hiDl6elf confident of being able to overcome all these obstacles & shortly finish the mine.Maj. Genl. Warren continues to strengthen his front & is about placing' in position a battery of heavy guns.-There has been no Change in the lines of Genla.
Hancock & Wright.-The cavalry ordered to Prince Georges C. H.-fuiding that
position destitute of water, has gone to Jordans Pt on the James to recuperateA deserter yesterday reported the troops that were seen to pass into Petersburgh
the day before as Mal1one's Division, whlch had been sent to support the cavalry
in the attack on Wilson-I understand a late Richmond paper claims the capture
of 1600 prisoners & 10 guns from Wilson.~ No report has been recieved from
Genl. Wilson since his return.~" AL$ (telegram sent), DNA, RG S9S, Anny
of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 598-99.
Also on July 3, USG telegraphed to Meade and to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F.
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Butler the text of a telegram of July 3 from Maj. Gen. William T . Sherman,
Marietta, Ga., to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck reporting his advance, T elegram
received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of
the J ames, Unentered Papers; ibid., .RG 393, 24th Army Corps, T elegrams
Received (Unarranged) . See O.R., I, xxx:viii, part 5, 29.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point 4 p m
July 4th 1864

MAJ GEN H w H ALLECK
CHF OF STAFF

A deserter who came in this morning reports that Ewells Corps
bas not returned here but is off in the valley with the intention of
going into Maryland and. Washiogtou City. They now have the
report that he already has Arlington Heights and expects to take
the City soon. Of course the soldiers know nothing about this force
further than that it is away from here and north somewhere. Under
the circumstances, I think it advisable to hold all of the forces you
can about Washington Baltimore, Cumberland and Harpers Ferry
ready to concentrate against any advance of the enemy.
Except from the despatches forwarded from Washington in
the last two days I have learned nothing which indicated .a n intention on part of the rebels to attempt any northern movement.
If Genl Hunter is in striking distance there ought to be veteran
force enough to meet anything the enemy have and if once put to
flight he ought to be followed as long as possible.
This report of Ewells Corps being north is only the report ofa
deserter and we have similar authority for it being here and on the
right of Lees Army. We know however that it does not occupy this
position
US.GRANT

Lt Genl
Telegram received (on July 5, 1864), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I,
xxxvii, part: 2, 33; ibid., I, xl1 part 2, 618.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
lid Qrs City Point Va.
12 midnight July 5. 1864.

MAJ. GEN HALLECK.
CHF OF STAFF.

Your dispatch of 12 30 pm recd. I have ordered to Washington the dismounted Cavalry &: one D ivn of Infantry which will be
followed by the balance of the Corps if necessary. We want now
to crush out&: destroy any force the enemy dares send north. Force
enough can be spared from here to do it. I think now there is no
doubt but Ewell's Corps is away from here- 1
U.S.GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (on July 6, 1864, .2:30 P.M.) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound}; copies, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (incomplete) ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 685A 1864; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
(incomplete) ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Washington, Telegrams Received; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. Entered as sent at 11:50 P.M. in USG's letterbooks and
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 60; ibid., I, xl, part 3 , 4. On July 5, 12: 30 P.M., Maj.
Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "There has been no telegraphic
communication with Harpers Ferry since yesterday a little after noon, but we
learn through the railroad company that Sigel had reached Maryland Heights
and withdrawn all troops from south of the river, destroying the bridges. We
ca,n learn nothing whatever of Hunter, The enemy has destroyed bridges from
Harpers Ferry to Patterson's Creek where Kelly succeeded in driving them
back. The line from the Monocacy to to Harpers Ferry has been cut&: the reinforcements sent from here fell back to the Monocacy. Genl Howe bas been sent
there with about twenty-eight hundred men to force his way to Harper's Ferry.
We have nothing reliable in regard to enemy's force. Some accounts, probably
very exaggerated, state it to be between twenty & thirty thousand. If one half
that number, we cannot meet it in the field till Hunter's troops arrive. As you
ru:e aware we have almost nothing in Baltimore or Washington except militia,
and conside.r able alarm has been created by sending troops from these places to
reinforce Harper's Ferry. You probably have a large dismounted cavalry force,
& I would advise that it be sent here immediately. It can be remounted by impressing horses in the parts of Maryland likely to be overrun by the enemy. All
the dismounted fragments here were armed as infantry & sent to Harper's
Ferry." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, JlG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. Printed as sent at 1:00 J>.M. in D.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 59; ibid.,
I, xi, part 3, S.
At 12:30 P ,M.., USG telegraphed to Haileck. "If the enemy cross into Mary•
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land or Pennsylvania I can send an amiy corps from here to meet them or cut
off their return South. If required direct the Qr Mr Genl to send transportation"
Telegram received (at 6:45 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, TelegTams Collected (Bound);
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. 0.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 58; ibid., I, xl, part S, 3.
At 4:SO l'.M. and 10:30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Genl Hunter
has just been heard from at Parkersburg. Thirteen hundred of his men are coming forward to reinforce Genl Kelley at Cumberland & New Creek." "All available water transportation is now at Fort Monroe & in James River. Gen) Meigs
recommends that it all be placed under Genl Ingalls, as by a divided command
there is conflict of orders. As Hunter's force is now coming within reach, I think
your operations should not be interferred with by sending troops here. If Washington or Baltimore should be so seriously threatened as to require your aid, I
will inform you in time. Although [m]ost of our forces are not of a character
suitable for the field-Invalids & Militia-yet I have no apprehensions at present.
about the safety of Washington, Baltimore, Harpers Ferry or Cumberland. These
points cover our supplies, & raids between cannot effect any damage that cannot soon be repaired. If, however, you can send us your dismounted cavalry, we
can use it to advantage, & perhaps soon return it remounted." ALS (telegrams
sent),DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); tel~ams received, ibid.;
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (second mil,dated July 6) ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, patt 2, 59; ibid., I, x1, part 3, 4.
1. Also on July 5, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG.
"From the best infomation I can get from Deserters and prisoners I am inclined
to the opinion that Earlys Corps with Imboden Mosby and Breckenridge are
making a raid up the Valley near Harpers Ferry-or Martinsburg I think this
may be reasonably relied on" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Paper$; copy, ibid.,
RG .393, D ept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent, O.R., I, xi, part :3, 18.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 6th [5] 1864.

To MAJ. GEN M EADE
Sigel has fallen back to Md. heights destroyjng the bridges at
that point Some of Hunter's forces have arrived at Pattersons
Creek where they drove the enemy Other despatches are coming
through which when deciphered I will inform you of if they contain any thing of importance Among them is the announcement
of the sinking of the Alabama by our Navy Semmes however escap-
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ing 1 Vessels will be ready for the troops ordered from here he•
tween now and two 2 P. M. tomorrow. No Artillery will be sent

u. s. GRANT

Lieut Gen!
Telegram received (on July 6, 1864, 12:30 A,l\:t.), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid,, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 61; (2-misdated July 6) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xxxvli, part 2,
60; ibid., I, xl, part S, 6. Earlier OD Jmy 5, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade. "The enemy have got to the B & 0 road and have destroyed
the railroad bridge from Pattersons Creek to Harpers Ferry Send in one ( 1)
good Division of your troops & all the dismounted Cavalry to be forwarded at
once I will not send an army Corps until more is learned I will order the
Q. M. here to have transportation ready." Telegram received (misdated July
6, received at 12:20 A,M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 61; (2misdated July 6) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, uxvii, part 2, 60; ibid., I, xl, part
'3, 6. At 1:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The following information obtained from two deserters who came in this morning is sent to you for what it is
worth.-'They state it to be currently reported at Richmond & in Petersburgh
that Early in command of two Divisions of Ewells Corps with Breckenridges
command & other forces was making an invasion of Maryland with a view of
capturing Washington supposed to be defenceless-It was understood Early
would reach Winchester by the Sd inst'-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellane9us Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters
Seat; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 60; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 5.
On July 6 1 1:30 A, M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your two despatches received. I have ordered a strong Division of the 6th Corps to report to city Point
as soon as possible and directed Gen Sheridan to report to Gen Ingalls the number of dismounted Cavy. of his Command at once" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; ibid., Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 32. On the same
day, Brig. Geo. John A. Rawlins telegraphed to Meade. "Please direct the troops
ordered to W ashington to proceed via of Baltimore and from Baltimore to Report by telegraph to Maj. Genl Halleck chief of staff of the Army for orders."
ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Unbo-u-nd); telegram received (at 9:46 A,M,), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. Printed as sent at 9:40 A.M. in O.R., I , xl, part 3, 32.

l. Raphael Semmes, bom in Md. in 1809, served in the U.S. Navy from
1826 until he resigned as commander as of Feb. 15, 1861. In command of the
C.S.S. Sumter, then of the C.S.S. Alabama, Semmes captured eighty-two merchantmen valued at more than $6,000,000. On June 19, 1864, off Cherboutg,
the Alabama was sunk by the U.S.S. Kearsarge. Picked up by an English yacht~
.Semmes went to England.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 5th 1864
MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
My Eng. officers make the same report of the lack of practicability of assault any where along our present front that you do. At
present we are doing very well all the roads are cut and the enemy
are living now on half rations. This I presume is certain as well as
the further fact that discontent is begining to prevail. I believe the
enemy are preparing to make an effort to establish themselves on
the North bank of the river below with the view of blockading or it
may be only a force going-to the North side of James river to cover
foraging parties whilst they collect and get out all they can between
the James & Chickahominy. It may be necessary to march Wright
over there to prevent this but I will not do so until more is known
about what the enemy are doing. The best we can do now is to
strengthen our present line on Burnside's and Warren's front and
advance by gradual approaches as you propose. As soon as the
Cavalry is in working order we will make another raid supporting
the Cavalry as far as the Welden road with Infantry. The troops
in North Carolina started out to cut the Welden road but as near
as I can learn turned back on the report that the enemy were reinforcing
U.S. GRANT Lt G[en]
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 5. On July 4, 1864, 10:00
A, M, and noon, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Every thing
was quiet along my ijnes yesterday and last night, except the usual picket &
artillery practice in front of the 9th corps which does not seem to result in any
casualties. Report of scouting parties of the cavalry on my left would seem to
indicate the presence of the enemy's cavalry & one report states infantry at
Rowanty Swamp-Stony Creek & Dinwiddie C H-These are undoubtedly precautions taken to meet any cavalry raids on our part, or attempts to interrupt the
communications heretofore reported as existing between Petersburgh & the R.
Rd. below Stony Ct-eek Depot.-Maj. Genl. Sheridan reports his command at
Jordan's point & old C H. & expresses the opinion it will require 15 days to get
his animals into a serviceable condition." "After examination & conference with
Corps Comdrs. .I am satisfied an immediate assault on the enemys line in my
front is impracticable-The enemy now occupy the line held by him on the 18th
Mlffti ultimo, -which I vainly endeavored to dislodge him from-Not having sue-
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ceeded then; when he had only occupied this line some Twelve hours I can not
expect to do it now that he has been two weeks strengthening & adding to itThe only plan to dislodge the enemy £,rom this line is by a regular approachMaj. Genl. Burnslde is-now running a gallery to a mine to be constructed under
a battery on this line which Genl. B thinks when exploded will enable him by a
formidable assault to carry the line of works-I have directed the Chief of
Artilr. & of Engrs. to examine into this point & to make all the necessay prelimi•
nary arrangements for the establishment of batteries bearing on the point of
attack-opening roads & preparing places of arms for the assembling ofthe supporting columns-Should this attack be made, which under existing circumstances
I deem the most practicable it will be necessary to withdraw the 2d & 6 corps to
take part in it and the left of the 5th corps will have to be thrown back for self
protection-A line for this purpose will be prepared in advance, but thls will
require the giving up the Jerusalem plank road. With your present numbers &
existing condition of affairs I am of the opinion active operations against tbe
enemy in his pre11ent position the most advisable, as it leaves our communications
open & intact-The movement on the enemys right flank as suggested is liable to
the objection of separating your forces with the enemy between the two partswith having to abandon the commuuications of this army & the danger after
crossing the Appomatox that the enemy may be found strongly posted behind
Swift run-requiri.og further Bank movements, more time, further separation
from a base & more hazard in re-opening communications-our experience since
crossing the RapidailJl having proved the facility with which the enemy can interpose to check an onward movement-If we had the force to extend around
the south side of the Appomatox, I should prefer doing so and employing the
cavalry to destroy the enemys communications-lt will take Genl Burnside over
a week to complete his mine-& Gen! Sheridan two weeks to get his animals into
a serviceable condition-" ALS ( telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, pa.rt 2, 61.9-20. Also on July 4,, Meade forwarded
to USG a signal officer's report of troop and railroad movements near Petersburg.
Ibid., p. 621.
On July 4, 10:4,0 P.M ., Maj. Gen. Benja.min F. Butler telegraphed to USG.
''Gen. Smith telegraphed me this ffieffli:11g afternoon that six Regt's of Infantry,
22 Anny wagons and 26 Ambulances passed over the turnpike toward Richmond,
and also a train of cars loaded with troops and a Battery-A deserter &om
Foster's front at Deep Bottom reports that Cook and Kirkland's Brigades of
Heth's Division of Hills Corps have left there and that there is now in front of
Foster- Davis Brigade of Heth's Division and Lane's and Conner's Brigades of
Wilcox Division of Hill's Corps with one Regt from Gracie's Brigade-These
troops have gone there within two days-Another deserter just in reports that
Pick[et]t's· Division is being withdrawn from our front, their place to be supplied by Batt'ns of reserve militia who are to hold our lines, while Pickett's
Division is to cross the Appomattox-He also reports Gen Early present in person but does· not know of his division-He states that bis officers say that there
is to be a flank movement ~ This may possibly be a movement against
Meade's left-The troops that Smith reports going up may be the reserves to take
the place of Petel'8Blil'g" Pickett's veteran troops that are to cross the appomattox
-I have thought the man's story of sufficient consequence to send him to you
for examination in l addition to this synopsis ofb his information-He reports
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also, felling the trees by the enemy in our front which would show that they do
not mean a movement upon us-By careful questioning you may be able to
ml!ke something more out of him-It is quite possible that an attack,, which will
probably be a feint, will be made on Foster., while a real attack will be made on
Meades left, and this may be the flank movement spoken of-" LS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 633. On the .same day, USG transmitted this
telegTam to Meade. Telegram received (on July 5, 1:45 A.M.), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
On July 5, 10:00 A.M. and 10:30 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The
usual quiet along the lines of this army prevaHed yesterday 8t last night, distw;bed only by the usual artillery 8t musketry practice in front of the 9th corps,
which occurred at 2 a m this morning-Gen!. Burnside reports the enemy as
having established a mortar battery in his front from which they occasionally
shell his lines-He reports the casualties during the last ten days as amounting to
480 in all-An examination of the proposed point of attack in front of Burnsides line made oy the Chief Engineer of this army has Tesulted in a less favorable
report than was anticipated-a written report will be forwarded In the mean
time a. critical examfaation of the lines of both the 5th 8t 9th corps b as been
ordered to ascertain the practicability of maki11g an immediate attack 8t for
selecti11g the most suitable pofat fa the event of regular approaches being decided upon.-" "Richmond papers of the 4th inst state-'lt was believed to be
satisfactorily ascertained that Warren's army corps had been thrown across to
the north bank of the James river near Deep Bottom-The Yankees have removed the obstructions recently sunk by them in Trents reach.'-The above may
account for the sending troops from Petersburgh towards Richmond.-! will
send the papeT tomorrow-" ALS (telegrams sent), ibid., RG 393, Army of
the Potoma'c, M.iscellaneous Letters Received; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part S, 4--5. At 8:30 P·.M., Meade telegraphed to
USG. "B. S. Snider private 64 N. Y. Vols, has endeavored to pass the picket line
of this army presenting a pass signed in your name-Is this pass genUllle? If so
to prevent delay in future please advise me when such passes are given.-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; copy, ibid., Letters Sent.

To J. Russell Jones
City Point July 5th 1864.
JoNes,
I wish you to keep what funds I have, collect the interest on the
Bonds and retain the gold so collected as a special deposite. I also
send herewith $500 00 more and will continue to send as I can save
from my pay. At.anytime you see any little investment for me with
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the funds on hand make it without hesitation. You are also authorized to run me in debt as far as you can borrow on the Bonds
besides.
You people up North now must be of good cheer. Recollect that
we have the bulk of the Rebel Anny in two grand Armies both
besieged and both conscious that they cannot stand a single battle
outside their fortifications with the Armies confronting them. The
last man in the Confederacy is now in the Army. They are becoming discouraged, their men deserting, dying and being killed and
captured every day. We loose to but can replace our losses.lithe
rebellion is not perfectly and thoroughly crushed it will be the fault
and through the weakness of the people North. Be of good cheer
and rest assured that all will come out right.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

ALS, ICHi.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GENL H

w HALLECK

Hd Qrs City Point 10 am
July 6th 1864

CHFOFSTAFF

Please obtain an order assigning the troops of the Dept of
North Carolina and Virginia serving in the field to the command of
Maj Gen W F Smith and order Genl Butler to his Head Quarters
Fortress Monroe 1
One Division of troops besides the dismounted cavalry will sail
from here for Baltimore during the day-They are directed to report.their arrival in Baltimore to you by telegraph
US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 7:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
ibid., Telegrams Colleated (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-
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USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (incomplete) USG 3. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 31. On July 61
1864, 1:30 P.M., 4:30 P.M., and twice at 10:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W.
Halleck telegraphed to USG. l<Genl Howe has reached Harper's Feny with his
command. Sigel is expecting an attack to day. Most of Hunter's for.ces have
reached Parkersburg & are coming forward. It is believed that EwelPs corps
under Early is in the valley. It is reported that Sigel abandoned a large amount
of public stores at Martinsburg without making any defence. As that place WIIB
without fortifications & only a mere out post it is difficult to understand why the
stores were taken from the Depot at Harpers Ferry. Gen! Hunter says that Sigel
had sufficient forces to defend the Railroad, if he had used them properly." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (marked as sent at 2:00 P.M., received on July 7) ibid., RG 1081
Letters 'Received. Printed as sent at 2:00 P.M. in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 79.
"Please give me an estimate of number of dismounted cavalry sent, in order that
I may provide remounts. They should bring their equipments with them. It appears that Genl Sigel had no scouts out to give notice of enemy's approach, & he
seems to guess at their numbers, estimating them f.rom seven to over twenty
thousand. Other estimates are from twenty to thirty thousand. I think there is
no further doubt about Ewell's corps. Probably also Breckenridge, Imboden
Jackson and Moseby. If so the invasion is of a pretty formidable character. I
have hurried Gen! Hunter forward, but get no reply from him. I fear that the
Railroad is so much injured that his ndvance will be slow. Can you send a good
Major Genl to command in the field till Hunter arrives? I think Genl Augur
should not leave Washington." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (marked as sent at 5:00 P.M., received on July 7) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 5:00 P.M.
in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 79; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 31-32. ''The artillery prepared
to send to you have been sent to Harper's Ferry. Moreover they were not drilled
at Heavy Artillery. One regiment of the latter is almost indispensable to mix in
with militia, who can scarcely fire a gun. Sigel has been removed from Harper's
Ferry & Howe sent to take his place till Hunter arrives. Nothing beard from the
latter to day. Of Couch, Ord & Gillmore, I think the latter the best, & have sent
for him to-night. Early & Br~ckenridge [ar]e unquestionably in this raid, which
is probably larger than we first ·supposed. Their special object [i]s not yet develloped." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid.; (dated July 7) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
(marked as sent at 10:00 P.M., July 7) ibid.,RG 108, Letters Received. Printed
as sent at 10:00 P.M., July 7, in O.R., I, xxxvil, part 2, 98; ibid., I, 11, part S,
60. "Genl Augur is of opinion that one regiment of heavy artillery should be
returned to Washington, to be distributed among the hundred day militia in
the forts, as the latter are not sufficiently instructed in the use of heavy batteries."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound); telegram
received, ibid.; (in cipher) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 80; ibid., I, xl1 part S, 32. See
telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 7, 1864,.
1. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 10, 1864, !:SO P.M.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GEN H

w HALLECK

City Point Va
July 6th 1864-S p m

CHF OF STAFF

A part of the force directed by me to go north is already off,
and the whole of it will be in course of an hour or two.
It will probably be as well to let it go now and return it as soon
as you deem it perfectly safe to do so-I think there is no doubt but
Earlys Corps is near the Baltimore & Ohio Road, and if it can be
caught and broken up it will be highly desirable to do so. It is important to our success here that another raid should be made up
the Shenandoah Valley and stores destroyed and communications
broken again-

US GRANT
Lt Gen'l
Telegram .received (on July 7, 1864) ; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); (in cipher) ibid., Tel~grams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG
108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 79; ibid.,
l, xi, part 3, 31.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 6th 1864.

To GEN MEADE
I have no doubt but that the force have sent to Washington will
prove sufficient & not only that but that they will speedily return
the Cavalry fully mounted & equipped-Hunter bas got a portion
of his forces up to the enemy and is concentrating the balance as
rapidly as possible
If they succeed in nearly annihilating Ewell Breckenridge &c
Hunter will be able to move through to Charlottesville & utterly
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destroy the Railroad &: Canals without the help of the troops sent
from here

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 11:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 80; (printed as sent at 11:30
A,M.) ibid., I, xl, part 3, 33. On July 6, 1864, 10:30 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl Wright reports the division sept to Washington will amount to nearly 5000 r:oen-Genl. Sheridan reports over 2500 dismounted men equipped & some 1500 dismounted & unequipped He bas been
directed to send them all to Washington, as they can be equipped more readily
there than here & be put to some service at once-Thfa will make nearly 9000
men sent from this army which I trust will meet the exigency as I should be
reluctant to spare any more.-E-very thing was quiet yesterday & last night with
the exception of Genl Burnside who opened a battery on what he believed to be
a working party of the enemy, during the night.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, :xl, part 3, 32-33. On the same
day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "'The troops going to Washington need not
take teams Ambulances or Ammunition except what they carry in boxes I expect them back here so soon that there is no necessity of transporting the teams
back and forth besides there is now in Washington about 600 teams ready for
issue if necessary" Telegram received (at 11:35 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCtJSG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. OR., I, xuvii, part 2, 80; (printed
as sent at 11: 35 A.M.) ibid., I, xi, part 3, 33. At 2: 10 P.M., Meade telegraphed
to Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers. "Just before this Army left Brandy Station the
Lt Genl Commanding Verbally instructed me to move with One Hundred & fifty
( 150) rounds of Small arm ammunition per man fifty round to be carried on the
persons & One Hundred (100) rounds in the Wagons & for the transportation
of small arm ammunition five Wagons were allowed for Every one thousand men
-special orders Number forty four of June 28th 1864 from your Head Quarters
provides three ( 3) Wagons Only for E .very one thousand ( 1,000) men for the
transportation of Small arm ammunition It is estimated that one thousand
(1000) rounds of small ann ammunition Weigh about One Hundred pounds &
under the allowance of 3 Wagons per one thousand ( 1000) men each Wagon
would have to Carry about thirty three Hundred (3,300) pounds besides The
forage for the team-It is respectfully submitted that With this Weight the
Wagons would be Considerably overloaded & I have therefore the honor to request that I may be informed whether Ul reducing the allowance of transportation for small arm ammunition The Lt Gen designed also to reduce in proper
the amount of ammunition to be Carried-Heretofore when 3 Wagons have been
allowed for such ammunition sixty ( 60) rounds per man only h ave been Ciu-ried in the Wagons'' Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 33~34. For Special Orders No. 44, June 28, see ibid., I, xl,
part: l , 4-0---41. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "The number of
rounds of small arm ammunition will be reduced in proportion to the reduction
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of transportation" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, DLC-USG, V, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi,
part 3, 34.
On July 4, Bowers had issued Special Orders No. 48, which had been telegraphed to Meade and to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "Brig. Gen. M. R.
Patrick, U.S. Vols Provost Marshal General of the Army of the Potomac, is an•
nounced as Provost Marshal General of the Armies operating against RicJ1mond,
including their lines of Communication with Washington and Baltimore, and
will be obeyed and respected accotdingly." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegrams received, ibid.; (2) ibid., RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 2, 622. On July 6,
11:00 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Patrick has gone to City Point
today to see about t he additional duties recently assigned to him-I trust it may
not be considered necessary for him to remove his Hd. Qrs from here-there-I
consider it m essential, that the Prov. Mar. Genl. of this army, whose duties are
so intimately connected with its police & disciplme, should be permanently at
these Hd. Qrs and with the telegraph St deputies I see no reason for the separation of Genl. Patrick.-ln the case of the Chief Qr. Mst., his transfer was at my
suggestion because l clearly -foresaw hls duties would require it-It has resulted
practically in his complete separation so far as I have any authority or control,
and in the selection of a deputy who is in reality the Chief Qr. Mst-Soch an arrangement would not in my judgement be convenient in tlie cases of oilier staff
departments, and I sincerely trust it will not be deemed necessary-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; ibid., Letters Sent. O.R., I, ~. part 3, 35. On the same day, USG tele•
graphed to Meade. "Gen. Patrick need not move from your Hd Qrs at least al
Jeesg not until I see you & give furth[er] orders in the matter. I should visit the
front at least every other day but the heat & dust makes it a days work to go
up there St back without seeing anything on the lines whilst up there." Telegram
received (at 2:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2.) Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., t, xl, part 3, 35.
At 9:00 P. M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "A Deserter just in reports that
day before yesterday an officer of his regiment said he saw on the bulletin board
at Richmond a dispatch reporting tlie defeat of Sherman at Atalanta & his retreat. The same Deserter says he left a Richmond paper of today at the Picket
line which announced the capture of Harpers Ferry by Early-I have s ent for
the paper St will forward it when I get it." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Armt of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent;
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 34. On the same day, USG telegraphed
to Meade. "I have red a despatch from Harper's Ferry direct dated 12 m. today
& no special al:mn is felt for the safety of that place. The enemy are crossing
however at Antietam ford. This part of the deserter's story is therefore premature
and 1 have no doubt but the other is. I expect it will be ascertained that Johnston
retreated to inside his works, at Atlanta, St Sherman has failed in an attack on
that place." Telegram received (dated July), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Anny of tlie Potomac; copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I , xl, part S, 54. See
ibid., I, xxxvii, part 1, 177. At 10:15 .P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I am
glad to hear the satisfactory news from Harper.s Ferry-I attached 110 importance
to the deserters story fu eitlier particular, but as he made the statement, I
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thought you ought to be apprised of it.-" ALS {telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters
Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. D.R., I, xi, part 3, 34. On July 7, USG telegraphed
to Meade. "I have word from Shennan to 7 P M last evening he is -11ear the
Chattahoochee & has not attempted to cross. This shows the report of the deserter that he bad been beaten at Atlav.ta is without foundation" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. D.R.,
I, xJ, part 3, 61.

To Brig. Gen. William T . H. Brooks

GEN.

w. T. HBROOKS

City Point July 6th 1864

CoM'Dc 10TH A, C.

Your Letter was received and would have been answered but
that I expected to see you soon and would explain. There has been
a misunderstanding about what I said on the subject of recommendation for promotion 1 directed that you should be assigned to
the command of the 10th Corps because you were the senior Officer
with the Army under Gen. Butler and I thought further that you
should h ave an opportunity of getting back rank which you had before held. I may have stated, what was the fact, that there was no
use of making recommendations for promotion to the rank of Maj.
General whilst Congress was in session because there was no vacancy in the number which the Senate were willing to confirm. The
law allows a Maj. Gen. to each Division and the present limit as I
understand it is an arbitrary one given by the Senate
U. S. GRANT Lt. Genl.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 4.5, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. D.R., I, xi, part
3, 56. On July 6, 1864, Brig. Gen. William T . H. Brooks telegraphed to Brig.
Gen. John A. Rawlins. "Will you do me the favor to ask the General if he bas
received a letter from me within the last ten days- The letter did not require an
answer, but I would like very much to know if it was receivd" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . D.R., I, xi, part 3, 55.
On the same day, Brooks telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch received-Sorry to have
troubled you, on such erroneous impressions-'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound), O.R., I, xl, part 3, 56. Brooks, whose
nomination as maj. gen. was withdrawn on March 23, submitted his resignation
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on July 7. ALS, DNA, RG 941 ACP, B1046 CB 1863. On July 10, Brooks wrote
to Rawlins. "Will you do me the favor to ask the General if be bas acted on the
paper handed to him yesterday by Gen Butler-if not-will he not please ~e,v1&rd
Kat eBee act on it soon" ALS, ibid., War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 139. Also on
July 10, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to Brooks that USG planned to
recommend him for maj. gen., but Brooks did not receive the message. ]bid., pp.
139, 172. On July 11, Rawlins telegraphed to Brooks. "No paper was handed
the Lt Genl by Genl Butler, that he has any recollection of-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept . of Va., and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers. OR., I, xl, part 3, 171. On the same day, USG endorsed the resignation. "Approved and respectfully forwarded. Gen. Brooks is
usually regarded as a very efficient officer but I have heretofore found to retain
officers who become dissatisfied and tender their resignations always proves bad
for the service. I recommend therefore early action on this." AES, DNA, RG
94, ACP, B1046 CB 1863. On July 14, Secretary of War :Edwin M. Stanton accepted the resignation. AES, ibid. On July 11, 3:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to
Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Gen W. T . H. Brooks has tendered his risignation
which I approve. 1£ Gen Ord is not already assigned to duty l wish to have him
assigned to the command of the 10th Corps and ordered to it as soon as he can be
spared" Telegram received (on July 12, 9:00 A.M.), DNA, llG 107, Tele..
grams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 192;
ibid., I, xl, part 3, 144. Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord was detained for the de~
fense of Washington and when be returned to the armies near Richmond was assigned to command the 18th Army Corps. See telegram to Maj. Gen. William F'.
Smith, July 2, 1864. On July 17, Brooks telegraphed to Rawlins. "I have notice
by telegraph that B9tiee &£ acceptance of my resignation was eem mailed on 14th
has it been received nt your Hd Qrs-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept, of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 308. On the following day, Brooks relinquished command of the 10th Army Corps to Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry. Ibid., p. 330.

To Gen. Robert E. Lee
Headqrs. Armies of the U . S.
July 7th 1864

GENRE. LEE
CoMD'G CoNFED. ARMY
GENERAL,

Mrs Sackett the wife of Col Wm Sackett,1 who was wounded
on the 11th of June near Trevillian Station Va, is here in deep dis•
tress, and feeling great anxiety to learn the fate of her husband.

JULY

183

7, 1864

Col Sackett was left at a house some two and a half miles from
the station, in charge of Surgeon Ray U . S. Vols.2
If you can let me know the fate and present whereabouts of
Col Sackett, you will alleviate the anxiety of his wife and family. I
will add that it always has, and always will, afford me pleasure to
releive the minds of persons in the South, having friends North,
Either by forwarding open letters to them or by ascertaining where
they are, their condition &c.Mrs Sackett is very desirous that I should ask you for permission to visit her husband if he is still alive. She would not Expect
to go through Richmond but would start from Alexandria, by
private conveyance, if authm,ized to do so.
I have the honor to be
with great respect
Your Obt. Svt.

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.

Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part
3, 60.
On July 1, 1864, 10:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G . Meade had telegraphed
to USG. "I have received a letter &om Mrs. Wadsworth the widow of Genl.
Wadsworth, enclosing one for Genl. R. E. Lee asking the return of certain
articles found on the General's person.-As I do not feel authorised to send a flag
0£ truce, without your sanction during your presence in the field, the subject is
respectfully referred to you." ALS (telegram sent),. DNA, RG 393, .Army of
the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 561. On the same day, USG telegraphed to
Meade. "I do not think it a fit time just now to send Mrs Wadsworth Communication through but the first time a flag is being sent for any other purpose it can
go'1 Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 561.
On July 7, USG telegraphed to Meade. "I shall send a flag of truce through
to Gen Lee this evening If you will forward Mrs. Wadsworths letter here I
will send it along-" Telegram received (at 12.: 20 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, Plii. At 1:00 P,M., Meade telegraphed
to USG."~ letter~ Mrs. Wadsworth's letter for General Lee will at once be
transmitted to you" Copy (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copy, ibid., Letters Sent. On the same
day, USG twice telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. ''Col Porter of
my staff is just leaving here with letters to send through by Flag of Truce including a letter from roe to Gen Lee. Please have them forwarded through such
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part of the line as you deem most advisable. Please send a horse to Pt of Rocks
for Col Porter." Telegram received (at 6: 10 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler;
copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. "Can you inform
me where Col Cole 2d Colored Cavy now is-His brother is here & desires to see
him." Telegram received (at 6: 10 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copy, DLCUSG, V, 67. On the same day, Capt. Alfred F. Puffer, aide to Butler, telegraphed
to USG. ''Gen Butler is aeseet kem ~ out on the line. 2d U . S. Cols Cavly. is
about a mile to the right of Gen. Smith's Hdqrs. The horse will be waiting £or
Col. Porter" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept.
of Va. .ind N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 595,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. On July 10, Gen. Robert E. Lee wrote
to USG. "Your letters with reference to Mrs. Wadsworth and Mrs. Sackett are
received. I have directed inquiries to be made for the effects of the late General
Wadsworth, and if they can be found will talce great pleasure in rest-0ring them
to his widow. I have also taken measures to ascertain the condition, and whereabouts of Colonel Sackett, and the information you ask shall be conveyed to you
as soon as it can be ascertained. I regret, however, that it is not in my power to
permit Mrs. Sackett to visit her husband at this time. The reasons that induce me
to withhold my consent are applicable to the route she proposes to take, as UJ•
dicated by you." O.R., I , :d, part 3, 125.
l. Col. William B. Sackett, 9th N. Y. Cav., died on June 14, of wounds received three days earlier at the battle of Trevilian Station, Va.
2. Probably Asst. Surgeon Robert Rae, 1st N. Y. Dragoons, captured at the
battle of Trevilian Station.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
H'd Qrs City Pt V[a.]
July 7. [1864.]

MAJ. OEN HALLECK
CHF STAFF.

The number of dismounted Cavalry sent from here reaches
nearly 3.000 men: the whole force sent about 9.000 Will it not
answer your purposes to retain the artillery you were preparing to
send here, to distribute among the one hundred day men instead of
sending back a regt of Heavy artly?
It breaks up a brigade to send [one] of th[es]e large regts.now;
The dismounted Cavy took with them such arms & accoutrements as they had but they were not completely armed.
Won1t Gen Couch 1 do well to command until Hunter reaches?
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.All of Sigel's operations from the beginning oi the war have been
so unsuccessful that I think it advisable to relieve him from all
duty, at least until present troubles are over.
I do not feel certain at any time that he will not after abandoning stores, artillery & trains, make a successful retreat to some safe

place.

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Genl.
Telegram received (at 9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (llound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii,
part 2, 98; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 59. The last two sentences were entered in USGis
letterbooks as a separate telegram. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck,
July 6, 1864.
l. Darius N. Couch, born in N. Y., USMA 1846, resigned from the U.S.
Army as of April SO, 1855, to become a merchant in New York City (1855-57)
and a manufacturer in Mass. ( 1858-61 ). Entering the Civil War as col., 7th
Mass., he was appointed brig. gen. to rank from May 17, 1861, andmaj. gen, to
r ank from July 4, 1862. Health problems and dissatisfaction with the course of
the war led him to ~uest reassignment from the Army of the Potomac, and he
commanded the Dept. of the Susquehanna from June 11, 1863, until Dec. 1,
1864.

To Maj ..Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph fmm City Point
Dated July 7, 11 P. M. 1864.

To MAJOR GEN MEADE

In making regular approaches would it not be well to avoid making any at the salient where Gen Barnard t gave it as his opinion
that a successful assault could be made if one could be made at all-

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Pot-0mac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Lettel'll Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xl1 part 3, 62. On July 7, 1864, 11:20 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G.
Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Genl. Barnard never communicated any opinion to
me-I presume however you & he refer to the salient on the Jerusalem plank road.
H so this is the best point for a regular approach- indeed it is essential it should
be taken, before a lodgment in any other part of the line, if made, could be main-
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tained-I will send you tomorrow early a report with a sketch.-" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received;
telegram received, ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 62. On
the same day, Meade wrote to USG. "I transmit herewith the report of the Chief
of Artilley & the Actg. Chief Engineer made in pursuance of an order to reconnoiter the enemys position in front of the lines of this army. You will see from the
accompanying sketh, that the point, where the mine now being dug by Maj. Genl.
Burnside, is to be exploded, is NW taken ill somewhat in reverse by the guns in
the salient of the work near the Gregory house on the plank road-It therefore
becomes necessary to effect a lodgement in this salient before the mine can be
exploded-In order to obtain troops to relieve those in the trenches & also to have
a reserve, it is proposed in case regular approaches are made to o'c cupy the line
of redoubts & breastworks as indicated on the sketch-This will effectually cover
the left Bank of the army & leave at least a corps in rese.rve. These redoubts are
in process of construction, and the materials for regular approaches being collected, but no work as yet undertaken beyond the running of the gallery for the
mine-Further opera.tions will be dependant on your orders,-lt is proper I should
advise you that in my judgement the operations proposed will be slow & tediousthat we shall perhaps have to take several lines before reaching the Appomatoxthat then we shall have this river·to cross & subsequently Swift run-all of which
would be turned & avoided, should regular approaches be successfully made
from the Bermuda Hundred front-Please advise me at your earliest convenience,
.if you desire the operations commenced here, against the salient on the Plank
road.-" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, parts, 61. The endosure is ibid., I, xi, part 1, 285.
At 9: SO A.M., Meade had telegraphed to USG. "I have nothing of importance
to report during the last 24 hours. A mortar battery of 8. in pieces has been established on the front of the 9th corps-and redoubts for the protection of the left
flank of the trenches & the army have been commenced on the line of the 5th
corps-also the preparation of materials for the regular approaches, about to be
made.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 60-61.
On the same day, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins telegraphed to Meade. ''Battery F 5th US Arty Capt Martin Comdg was intended for the 18th Army Corps
& orders to so report have been given it.'' Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, i bid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. The text was also included in Special Orders No. 51, July
7 . Copies, DLC-USG, V, S7, 62, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 60.
Also on July 7, 8:00 A.M., Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton that Meade's bad temper, bad
judgment, and criticism of Brig. Gen. ;Tames H. Wilson bad brought USG to
the bdnk of a decision to relieve Meade and replace rum with Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock. Telegram received, DLC-Edwin M. Stanton. O.R., I, xl, part, 1,
'85-36.
1. On July 5 1 Col. Edward D. Townsend telegraphed to USG. 'The Secre•
tary of War directs that Brigadier General J. G. Barnard be relieved from his
present duties and ordered to report in person without delay to the Chief of Engi•
neers in this City. Please acknowledge receipt" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
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RG 107, Telegrams Co11ected (Unbound); telegrams received (2), ibid.; ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent on July 4 in O.R., 1, xl, part 2, 619.
On the same day, 11:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to Townsend. "Despatch directing Brig Gen J G Barnard to be ordered to report to Chief Engineer received.
Orders will sent to Genl Barn11rd accordingly" Telegram received ( on July 6,
7:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 652A 1864; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid.,
T elegrams Received in Cipher; ibid,, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45,
59, 67. See telegram to Maj. Gen, Henry W. Halleck, July 20, 1864.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va. July 7th 1864.
D EAR JULIA,

I received two letters from you this evening, written after you
had received mine stating that you could come to Fortress Monroe
to spend the Summer. I am satisfied it is best you should not come.
It would be expensive to furnish a house there and difficult supplying it afterwards. The camp life we are leading you would not be
able to be where I am often and then only to come up and go immediately back, with an express boat that might be running at the
time.
I wrote to you in my last why not make the same arrangement
for the children as last year? Permanency is a great tlung for children at school and you could not have a better home for them than
with Louisa Boggs. If they were with her I should always feel easy
for you to leave them for two or three months to stay with me if I
was where you could possibly be with me. I want the children to
prossecute their studies, and especially in languages. Speaking
languages is a much greater accomplishment than the little parapharnalias of society such as music, dancing &c. I would have no
objection to music being added to Nellies studies but with the boys
I would never have it occupy one day of their time, or thought.
If you think it advisable to go some place where you can keep
the children with you, and where they w'ill be at a good school, I
will not object. But I cannot settle for you where such a place would
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be, probably the City of St. Louis would be as good as any other,
for the present. Love and Kisses for yourself and the children. How
much I wish I could see you all.
ULYS.

ALS, DLCUSG.

To Gen. Robert E. Lee
Headqrs &c
City Point Va. July 8th 1864
GEN R.

E. LEE,

CoMD'G CoNFED. FoRCEs
NEAR PETERSBURG, VA.
GENERAL,

I would request that Col. J as. F. Jaquess 1 73 Ills. Vol. Infantry
.and J . R. Gillmore Esqj2 be allowed to meet Col Robt. Ould, Commissioner for the exchange of Ptisoners at such place between the
lines of the two Armies as you may designate-The object of the
meeting is legitimate with the duties of Col Ould as Commissioner
H not consistent for you to grant the request here asked, I
would beg that this be referred to President Davis for his action.Requesting as early an answer to this communication as you
may find it convenient to make,
I subscribe myself

Very Respectfully
Your Obt. Svt.

U. S. GRANT
Lt. Gen. U. S. A.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Lett!!rs Sent; USG 8. O.R.,
I, xl, parts, 74-75; ibid., 11, vii, 447; O.R. (Navy), U , iii, 1190-91. On July 6,
1864, President Abraham Lincoln may have written to USG. ''Will General
Grant allow J. R. Gilmore and friend to pass our lines, with ordinary baggage,
and go South?" Lincoln, Works, VII, 429. On July 8, Capt. Ely S. Parker wrote
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to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "The Lieut Genl. Comd'g sends herewith a letter addressed to Gen. R. E. Lee &c, and desires that you will send the same by
Flag of Truce as early as possible." ALS, DLC-Benjatnin F. Butler. On the same
day, 8: 10 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Your letter to Gen Lee was received
by me and duly forwarded, being received by Lieut Bowling- of the 9th Va Infty
at about 7 .30 P. M.-who promised that it should at once be forwarded to Gen
Lee-" LS (telegram seat), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
O.R., I, xi, part S, 81. On July 10, Gen. Robert E. Lee wrote to USG. "I have
the h onor to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, requesting
that an intemew take place between Col. James F. Jaquess and J. R. Gilmore,
esq., and Col. Robert Ould, commissioner for the exchange of prisoners. l will
submit the communication to the Secretary of War and you will be duly infonned
of his decision. Should the proposition be acceded to, the time and place most convenient for the meeting will be made known to you." Ibid., II, vii, 452. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler, July 11, 1864. On July 12, 6:45 P.M.
and 7:05 P,M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I have the honor to enclose a package received by Flag of Truce, in the manner shown b-y the enclosed note to
Gen Brooks, together with a Richmond paper of this morning-Col Jaquess and
Mr Gilmore are here, awaiting any answer if it concerns them-I have received
no answer from my Flag of this morning-The bearer will await an answer from
you if you do not choose to send it by telegraph-" ''Since writing my first com•
munication I have received the enclosed from Deep Bottom which I take it covers
the whole matter in question, and have returned the following answer. BRIC GEN
Fosn:R Comdg Deep Bottom Please inform Mr Ould that Col Jaquess and Mr.
GiJlmore will meet him at the time & place proposed-one o'clock Thursday the
14th at Buffin's house between Deep Bottom and Chapin's Farm-" LS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 39S, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Ptess).
O.R., I, xi, parts, 201, 202. See ibid., pp. 201-2. On the same day, USG teJe•
.graphed to Butler. "The Communications from Gen Lee, & Col Quid, the latter
of which you have seen, are both on the same subject. Your action in the matter
is satisfactory." Telegram received (at 10:25 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler;
copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) USG S; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I, %1, p art
201. On July 19, 10:00 P . M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "The
commissioners, Jaquess and Gilmore, have returned. Were re'ceived by Davis,
but the only tenns were independence or fight. They go to Washington tomorrow. I send you the Richmond papers, by which you will learn that you died
Saturday." Ibid., p. 340.

s:

1. James F. Jaquess, born near Evansville, Ind., Nov. 18, 1819, graduated
from Indiana Asbury University in 1845, passed the bar in 1846, and entered the
Methodist ministry in 1847. In 1848, he became president of Illinois Female
Academy in Jacksonville, Ui.1 and, in 1854, moved to Quincy, Ill., as president of
Quincy College. He was appointed chaplain, 6th Ill. Cav., as of Au,g. 28, 1861,
and col., 73rd Ill., as of Aug. 2, 1862. Jn the spring of 1863, J aquess believed
that he could convince C.S.A. President Jefferson Davis to end the war. With the
assistance of James R. Gilmore, he secured a leave of absence to go to Richmond
in July although Lin'coln would not give the mission official sanction. Unable to
see Davis, he returned to his regt. in time to participate in the battle of Chattanooga. In 1'864, Jaquess's idea to meet with Davis was revived by Gilmore.
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See Edward C. Kirkland, The Peacemakers of 1864 (New York, 1927), pp.
87-96; Lincoln, Works, VI, 225, 236, 329; VII, 429, 461.
2. Gilmore, born in Boston, Sept. 10, 1822, established a shipping and cotton business in N'ew York City. He retired in 1857, becoming a prolific writer.
A friemi of Horace Greeley, he traveled to Tenn. in spring, 1863, to sound out
Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans about running against Lincoln. Gilmore met
Jaquess, and at Rosecrans's request, presented the idea of a peace mission to
Lincoln, in the process converting to an admirer of Lincoln. Gilmore persuaded
Lincoln in 1864 to sanction another attempt to meet unofficially with Davis. For
the failure of the mission, see Kirkland, pp. 93-96.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Gen Grants Rd Qrs
July 8th 1864-6 pm

MAJ GEN H w HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

I w ould feel much greater confidence when Genl Ord commanded than when Genl Gillmore did-The fonner I know to be
skillful in the management of troops, and brave and prompt-the
latter I do not know so much aboutI do not wish however to change any order that may have been
madeU.S.GRANT

Lt Gen
Telegram received (on July 9, 1864, 7:45 .A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid,, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 119. On July 8, 8:30 A.M., USG telegraphed to Maj.
Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Genl Ord is here in good health. I can send him to
take Gen Sigels place at once. Shall I send him-Please answer" Telegram
received (at 1:30 P . M.) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound ); copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, pert 2,
118. See telegram to Maj. Gen, Henry W, Halleck, July 6, 1864. On July 9,
Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special Orders No. 52 sending Maj. Gen. Edward
0. C. Ord to Washington to report to Halleck. Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67·.
O.R., I , xxxvii, part 2, 136; ibid., I, xl, parts, 93. On July 8, 7:00 P.M., USG
telegraphed to Halleck. "Two Battalion of the Ninth 9 New York lieavy Artillery are now with the Division of troops sent to Baltimore. Order them to
Washington. The third Battalion will be sent direct to Washington at once-"
Telegramreceiyed (marked as sent at 6: 30 P.M., received on July 9, 1:4,0 A,M.),
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DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 119.
At 2:30 P.M. and 10:30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Gent Canby
telegraphs from New Orleans July 2d that over six thousand men would embark
tha~ day and would reach Fort Monroe .from the 8th to the 10th. Six thousand
more would be ready as soon as transports arrived, &: that the whole number to
be sent will be twenty th.o usand. Ricketts division arrived at Baltimore &: sent
forward to the Monocacy. Dismounted cavalry oreded liere for remounts, but none
yet arrived. Genl Sheridan says 2496 of those sent are sick. If so, we shall have
but five hundred for the field. Hunter's army moves so slow &: the Railroad is
so broken up that I fear he will be too late to give us much aid. Enemy around
Maryland Heights, at Hagerstown, Boonsboro, &: Middletown, and threatening
Frederick. Also guerrillas at Brookville threatening Washington &: Baltimore
Road.• There bas been considerable alarm in Washington, Baltimore & Pennsylvania." "Latest dispatches state that heavy column of enemy have crossed the
Monocacy & is moving on Urbana. Sigel & Couch say that scouts, prisoners &
country people confirm his previous reports of enemy's force, that is, some twenty
or thirty thousand. Until more forces arrive we have nothing to meet that number
in the field, and the militia are not reliable even to hold the fortifications of
Washington & Baltimore. It is the impression that one third of Lee's entire force
is with Early &: Breckinridge, &: that Ransom has some three or four thousand
cavalry. None of the cavalry sent up by you has arrived, nor do we get any thing
from Hunter. Troops sent ftom James River should come here, not to Baltimore,
where they cannot be supplied or equipped. If you propose to cut off this raid, and
n.o t merely to secure our depots, we must have more forces here. Indeed, if the
enemy's strength is as great as represented it is doubtful if the militia can hold
all of our defences. I do not think that we can expect much from Hunter. He is
too far off & moves too slowly. I think therefore that very considerable reinforcements should be sent directly to thls place." ALS (telegr!Wls sent) , DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegrams received, ibid.; (incomplete)
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xxxvii, part 2, 119-20. The first is ibid., I, xl, part 3, 72.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 8th/64 [11 :30 A.M.]
MAJ. GEN. MEADE.,
Col. Comstock is going out this morning and will explain to
you my idea. If the approaches are made it will be with the view of
ultimately making an assault on the enemy's lines, but I have always hoped to go through in Butler's front so as to carry the North
bank of Swift Creek. This however cannot be done until the 19th
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Corps arrives without giving up to much ground that we have already fought for. This would make no difference except in case of
failure to get through to Swift Creek. The advantages of commencing our regular approaches on your front now would simply he
that we would be that far advanced if we were compelled at last to
advance in that way, and it would tend to divert the enemy from the
proposed advance in But1er's front. We ought by all means to cut
the Weldon road so as to make it useless to the enemy. I think
Wright's two Divisions should take the place of Hancock's Corps
and the latter should repart support the Cavalry whilst it destroys
the road down as far as Hicksford. The preparation for this I think
should be made at once so as to start from your left by the night of
the 10th.

U.S. GRANT
Lt Gen.
ALS ( telegram sent), PPRF; telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 72-73. On July 8, 1864, 10~15
A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "'Inere was considerable
artillery & musketry firing in front of the 9. corps last night-principally the
enemy who seem to suspect the operations there-Maj. Genl. Burnsides reports
that the enemys mortars are beginning to annoy hun.- The work on the redoubts
to the left & rear of the 5th corps is progressing rapidly.-The signal officers r~
port a train of cars, with materials as going out of Petersburgh this morning on
the Weldon R. Rd-towards Reams station and there is no doubt from the report
of deserters &:: refugees that the enemy are repairing this road, their working
parties protected by their cavalry force with. infantry supports.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3,
72.

.At noon, Meade telegraphed to USG. ''The order sending sutlers to the rear
issued by me before crossing the Rapidann, has never been rescinded. The objection to permitting them to come to the front is the necessity either of allowing
them the use of govt. wagons to bring their goods from City Point, or else permitting them to bring their own wagons, thus increasing the animals to be fed
& the number of wagons using the roads some 3 or 400-Another objection is
the uncertainty of our position & the difficulty of getting rid of them in the event
of a sudden movemenL-Situated as I am I neither feel that I have the full
authority to act in this matter nor the proper information to enable me to act advisedly, without a reference to you-I would therefore be glad to have your idea
upon this point-There are many articles, only to be procured from the sutlers,
which are necessary to the mens comfort, and which they are now in want of &
I think jt would be well to let the sutlers come if it is practicable.-" .ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Re-
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ceived; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
73. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "You are authorized to exercise your own judgement about allowing sutlers with the army & the manner of
getting their goods to the front" T elegram received, DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part !3, 73.
At 5;50 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Burnside & Warren report the
enemy opening their batteries on them, also on Smiths-front-some little musketry with Burnside-The object not known.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Army of the Potomac, MiscelJaneous Letters Received; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 74.
Also on July 8, Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins telegraphed to Meade. "Several
days since the Lt Gen Comdg telegraphed to Washington to have sent here for
the 9th AC two Batteries by name particularly designated neither of which has
arrived so far as any information has been recvd here. You will therefore assign
the 3rd Maine Battery to the 9th A C in lieu of those telegraphed for" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copies, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R.,
I , itl, part 3, 74. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. ''Was there any
Heavy Artillery Regiment in the Division sent North under Gen Ricketts. II not,
one will have to be sent to Washington without delay. There are no troops in the
trenches about Washington who know any thing about Artillery, and I have now
received two dispatches to return one of the Heavy Artillery regiments-" Telegram received (at 5: 10 P,M,, incomplete), DNA, RG 94, War Record!l' Office,
Anny of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 5:10 P,M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3,
73. At 6:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Two battalions of the 9th New
York heavy Artillery accompanied Ricketts' Division-The remaining battalion
will at once be ordered to Washington-This regiment is probably as familiar
with Artillery as any we have." Copies, DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; ibid,, Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. O.R.,
I, xl, part 3, 74.

To Gideon Welles
City Point Va. July 9th 1864.
HoN. G. WELLES,
SEC. OF TH£ NAw,
DEARSIRj

Your letter of the 30th ultimo, with one from your son of same
date, is but this moment received.
The first duty for your son is to report to the regiment to which
he has been appointed and be mustered into service. If he will re-
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port to me on his arrival here I will take great pleasure in advising
him what to do, and also in assigning him to the class of duties he
is desirous of performing.
With great respect,
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Conn. Thomas G. Welles, eighteen-year-old son of Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles, who h ad resigned
from the U.S. Naval Academy, was appointed 2nd It., 1st Conn. Cav., as of
July 11, 1864, apparently with an understanding that he would serve as a staff
officer. Howard X . Beale, ed., Diary of Gideon Welles (New York, 1960), II,
71, 82; John Niven, Gideon Welles: Lincoln's Secretary of the Navy (New York,
1973), PP• 441, 461.

To Brig. Gen. Montgomery C. Meigs
City Point July 9th 1864 [9
GEN, M. C. MEIGS

A,M.]

Q. M . GEN. WASHINGTON.

I can see no earthly object. in opening the M. & C. rail-road.
1)ont know where the troops are to come from to guard it if it was
open. Who makes the requisition for rolling stock and material for
it? To supply Shermans anny we now have two r oads as far as the
Ten. river. W orking the M. & C. road would give us three roads
to the same point after which all supplies WfAfld from the three
roads would have to pass over a single road. Unless there is some
object in view that I do not see I would not approve putting any
work on that road.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), PPRF; telegram received, DNA, RG 92, Office of Military
Railroads, Letters Received; (at 2:00 P.M.) ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On July 8, 1864, Brig. Gen.
Montgomery C. Meigs telegraphed to USG. "Requisitions are made for rolling
stock & materials to open in great haste, seventy five ( 75 ) miles & perhaps more
of the Memphis & Charleston Rail-Road from Memphis. I thought you directed
as much as possible of the iron of these roads to be taken up & the rolling stock
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sent to Tennessee & Georgia. We have lately lost a numbel' of Rail-road trains
in Georgia & Tennessee-&: find it difficult to provide Engines & cars-The
monthly pay roll of the Rail-Road Service in the Division of the Mississippi under
Gen Sherman now Exceeds five hundred thousand dollars. Materials & stock also
cost heavily Shllll ,the attempt be made to furnish rolling stock materials for
reopening this portion of the Memphis & Charleston Rail-Road'!' Th.is Department
will of course be governed by your decision" ALS ( telegram sent) , -ibid., RG
92, Miscellaneous Telegrams Sent (Press); ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On July
9, Col. Charles Thomas, deputy q. m. gen., wr,ote to USG transmitting-a copy of
Meigs's telegram. LS, ibid., RG 92, Miscellaneous Letters Sent (Press); ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. See O.R., I, :uxix, part. 2, 208.

To Maj. Gen. Benty W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point July 9th/64
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON
If you think them it necessary order the 19th Corps as it arrives
at Fortress Monroe to Washington. About the 18th or 20th is the
time I should like to have a large force here, but if the rebel force
now North can be captured or destroyed I would willingly postpone
aggressive operations to destroy them and could send in allddition
to the 19th Corps the balance of the 6th Corps.

U.S. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (marked as sent at noon,
received at 7: 30 P.M. ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid.,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound), O.R., I, ::ucxvii, part 2, 133; ibid., 1, xl, part 3,
92. On July 9, 1864, 12:30 P,¥,, Maj. Gen. H enry W. Halleck telegraphed to
USG. "H Genl Canby's troops arrive in time, I respectfully suggest that they be
sent here without disembatkmg at Fort Monroe. Only one division of Hunter's
army has passed cumberland; his advance is at Cherry Run. Low water in the
Ohio river is given as the cause of delay. Rhode's division is said to be with
Breckenridge. No important change reported since my telegram of last evening."
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram
received, ibid.; lbid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (marked as sent at
1: 00 P ,M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 1:00 P.M. in
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 133; ibid., I, xl, part 31 91-92. On the same day, USG
telegraphed to the commanding officer, Fort Monroe. "Please inform me by
telegraph of the arrival of the first ,t ransport of the advance of the nineteenth
(19th) Army Corps from New Orleans" Telegram received (at 6:00 :P.M.),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James,
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Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108 1 Letters Sent; DLC-USG., V, 45, 59, 67.
O.R., I, ~vii, part 2, 1!36; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 119.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ GEN H. w . HALLECK

City Point Va.
July 9th 1864 5 SOP M 1864

CHIEF OF STAFF.

I have ordered the remainder of the 6th Corps to WashingtonOn account of scarcity of transportation I do not send wagons or
Artillery but they will follow if you say it is wanted. I think most
of the three thousand ( 3000) Cavalry sent are fit for duty-They
certainly must have reached Baltimore with the other troops If
the 19th Corps reaches Ft Monroe in time you can take it also if
you deem it advisable
U . 8. GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (on July 10, 1864, 1:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG
108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 134; ibid.,
1, xl, part 3, 92. On July 9, 1864, 11:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
telegraphed to USG. "As arrival of 19th corps is very uncertain, I think remainder
of 6th corps should be sent to this place. I have ordered all troops from the north
to be stopt at Baltimore for defence of that city" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Tele•
grams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xx.xvii,
part 2, 135; ibid., I, rl, part 3, 93.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. July 9th 1864

l\1A,J. GEN. HALLECK, W ASHINGrroN,

Force enough to defeat all that Early has with him should get
in his rear, South of him, and follow him up sharply, leaving him
to go North,-defending, depots, towns &c., with small garrisons
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and the Militia. If the President thinks it advisabl[e] that I should
go to Washington in person I can start in an hour after receiving
notice leaving everything here on the defensive.
U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), IHi; telegram received (sent at 6:00 P.M., received July
10, 1864, 1:05 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I,
xn:vii, part 2, 134; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 92. On July 10, 2: 00 P,M., President
Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch to Gen. Halleck, referiog
to what l may think in the present emergency, is shown me-Gen. Halleck says
we have absolutely no force here fit to go to the field. He thinks that with the
hundred day-men, and invalids we have here, we ffl&f ~ el.¼t Mt oeNainly
can defend Washngington, and scarcely Baltimore. Besides these, there are about
eight thousand not very reliable; under Howe at Harper's Ferry, with Hunter
approaching that point very slowly, with what number I suppose you know better than I. Wallace with some odds and eods, and part of what crune up with
Ricketts, was so badly beaten yesterday at Monocacy, that what is left 9€ it can
attempt no more than to defend Baltimore. What we shall get in from Peon. &
N. Y. will scarcely be worth counting, I fear. Now what I think is that you
should provide to retain your bold where you are certainly, and bring the rest
with you personally, and make a vigorous effort to destroy the enemie's force in
tb.is vicinity. I think there is really a fair chance to do iii. this if the movement
is prompt. This is what I think, upon your suggestion, and is not an order" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received (marked as sent at 2:30 P.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I,
xnvii, part 2, 155; ibid., I, xl, part 3-, 121. Lincoln, Works, VII, 437. See telegram to Abraham. Lincoln, July 10, 1864. On July 9, 9:00 P .M . , Maj. Gen.
Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "A despatch, not signed by Gen! L.
Wallace, but approved by him, to the newspaper press, states that they had a
severe battle to day near Monocacy bridge & that our troops were defeated and
are now retreating on the Baltimore road. Knowing the character of the source
you can judge of its reliability. Nothing further from Hunter. I do not deem it
safe to withdraw any forces from Harpers Ferry till he forms a junction. Please
inform me what forces besides Ricketts division have been sent to Baltimore, in
order that I may know the means of defence to arrive at that place." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received,
ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received on July 10, 11:20
A.M. in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 134-35; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 93.
On July 10, 3:30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Your telegram of 6
P M yesterday is recieved. Whether you had better come here or remain there,
is a question upon which I cannot advise. What you say about getting into Early's
rear is perfectly correct, but unfortunately we have no forces here for the field.
All such forces were sent to you long ago. What we have here are raw militia,
Invalids, convalescents from the hospitals, a few dismounted batteries, & the dismounted & disorganized cavalry sent up from James River. With these we expect
to defend our immense depots of stores &: the line of entrenchments around the
city; but what can we do with such forces in the field against a column of twenty
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thousand veterans? One half of the men cannot march at all. The only men fit
for the field was Ricketts division, which has been defeated and badly cut up under
Wallace. If the remains can hold Baltimore till we can reinforce it, l shall be
satisfied. I sent invalid troops from here this morning to assist them. I can draw
nothing from Harpers Ferry till Hunter effects his junction. When Hunter's
army gets within reach & the Sixth corps arrives, what you propose can probably
be done. Sullivan's di'i'ision has reached Hedgeville & Crook's is passing Cumberland. How strong these are, & where the remainder of l!unter~s army is, l cannot ascertain. Rumour says that it has lost almost everything, & is badly cut up.
Only one battalion of heavy artillery has reached here. The other two went with
Ricketts & what is left of them is probably retreating on Baltimore. We are im•
pressing horses to remount the cavalry. lt arrives destitute of every thing, there is
necessary delay in preparing it for semce." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, n:xvii, part 2, 157; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 12S.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher).
City Point July 9th/64 7. p. m.
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
After the dismounted Cavalry had left here I learned accidentally that it was composed of detachments from all regiments.
My order was worded to send the clismounted Cavalry but I never
intended that detachments should be sent but that organized regiments should go. H I bad thought of the matter I would have ordered so many regiments to be dismounted and their horses turned
over to the detachments and sendt them back to their regiments.
U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (on July 10, 1864, 1:20
P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 134i; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 92-93.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Nl.eade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 9 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
I have just recvd a despatch from Gen Canby of the Second inst
He would send nveoty thousand men. The first Division six
thousand strong he thought would reach Fort Monroe by the 8th
or tenth and the remainder would follow as fast as transportation
could (b]e provided Under these circumstances I think it may be
as well to defer the raid ordered yesterday until these troops arrjve
when we will make a Combined movement of Infantry & Cavalry
that will enable the latter to get off in good order & remain absent
until they have perfected the work of destruction on the roads south
US GRANT
Lieut Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 94. On July 9, 1864, 10:00 A.M. and lbOO A.M., Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "I have nothing of importance to
report as occurring along the lines during the past 24 hours-About 5. P . M
yesterday the enemy opened his batteries all along our front & &.ept up a canonading for some half hour-In front of the 9th Corps there was some musketry
but not of any great extent, the enemy firing from his breastworks- The object
of this demonstration is unknown-possibly an assault may have been designed
but abandoned at the last moment.-About the same time or a little later, a force
of the enemy estimated at Two regts of infantry, a battery of artillery & a couple
of squach-ons of Cavalry were seen to pass out of the enemys works & move down
the Halifax road. A deserter came in last night, vvho left Welden yesterday
morning-He reports the road nearly repaired, there being only a small break at
Ream's Sta. around which passengers have to walk. He states the enemy have
but small forces at Welden Goldsboro' & Raleigh-No depot at Stony Creek, tho
be heard supplies had been forwarded to that point & wagoned from thence to
Petersburgh-He rep9rts Hamptons Cavalry at Stony Creek & guarding the road
from thence to Reams Station-Saw no infantry as far as he went viz Reams Sta.
When the passengers got out here to walk he took to the woods & came into our
lines.-" "I saw Col Comstock last evening when your telegram was received.Your orders in relation to making regular approaches Sc sending the 2d Corps &
Cavalry to destToy the Welden road, shall be executed as promptly as possibleSome little delay will be necessary to enable me to complete the line of redoubts,
which are necessary to protect the left flank of the a.rmy after the departure of
the 2d Corps.-This delay will however be advantageous because the Cavalry
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are not yet in condition for very active service- In reply to an enquiry when he
would be ready, Genl Sheridan telegraphs- 'My Command is recruiting rapidly
but is not -fit for bard work yet if required for active service at once I can turn
out about nine thousand men.1-Every days delay will.strengthen Sheridan-The
engineers say the. redoubts will be ready by the 12th this will enable Hancock
& Sheridan to get off on the 13tli-1Iow far do you think the infantry support
should go?.-The whole distance 40 miles or only part of the way?" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Lett.ers Received. O.R., .1, :xl, part S,
93-95.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph fmm City P oint
Dated July 9 1864.
To MAJ G EN MEADE
Send in the balance of the 6 Corps to be forwarded to Washington
they need not take their artillery or wagons with them the rebels
have crossed the Monocacy & Hallack gives it as his opinion that
one third of Lees anny is with him they are now Calling urgently
for troops & I am in hopes that with Wright the enemy will not be
allowed to get back

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 5:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., I, :tl, part 3, 95. On July 9, 1864, 8:00 P.M. and 9:00
P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "An accident has delayed
the receipt of your telegram of 6. p. m till this moment-The 6th Corps has been
ordered & will proceed at once to City Point-" "The 2d Connecticut Heavy
Artillery belongs to the 6th Corps-Geol Hunt desires its services to take charge
of the siege guns it being drilled in this duty-Can I retain it-" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers, Pili. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 95. On
tbe same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "You can retain the 2nd Coon Heavy
Arty regt" Telegram received (at 9:30 P .M . ), D NA, RG 94, Wru: Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, DLC-USG, V, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi.
O.R., I, xi, part 3, 95.
At 9:20 P.M,, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Have you any evidence in the
last three 3 days that Longstreets Corps is still here. I am afraid that it too may
have gone-" T elegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
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Meade Papers, PHi. 0 .R., I, nxvii1 part 2, 135; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 95. At 9: 30
P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I telegraphed you at 3.50 P. M this day the
account of two contrabands, who reptesented themselves as servants to officers
on the staff of Lt. Genl-Anderson now commanding Longstreets corps-They
asserted positively that ·all three of the divisions of this· corps were in our front
occupying the centre of their line Beauregard on the left & A. P . Hill on the right
-I have no doubt Longstreets corps is here." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters
Sent; (2) M eade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 135-36; ibid., I, .x l, part
3, 96.

To Abraham.Lincot11City Point, Va, July 10th 10.30 [P.M.] 1864

A. LINCOLN PRESIDENT'
I have sent from here a whole Corps commanded by an excellent officer, besides over 3000 other troops. ~ One Division of
the 19th Corps 6000 strong is now on its way to wWashington one
steamer loaded with these troops having passed Fortress Monroe
to-day.1 They will probably reach Washington to-morrow night.
This force under Wright will be able to compete with the whole
force with Ewell. Before more troops can be sent from here Hunter
will be able to join Wright in teat of the enemy with at least 10,000
men besides a force sufficient to hold Maryland Heights. I think on
reflection it would have a bad effect for me to leave here and with
Ord at Baltimore and Hunter and Wright with the forces following the enemy up could do no good. I have great faith that the enemy
will never be able to get back with much of his force.
u. S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (on July 11, 1864, 7:00
A.M.), DLC-Robert T. Lincoln; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ;

ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). 0.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 155-56; ibid., I,
xi, part 3, 122. See telegram to M aj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 9, 1864. On

July 11, 8:00 A,M., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "Yours of
IO.SO P. M. yesterday received, and very satisfactory. The enemy will learn that
of Wright's arrival, and then the difficulty will be to unite Wright and Hunter,
South of the enemy before he will recross the Potomaac. Some firing between
Rockville and here now." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Col-

204

The Papers of Ulysses S, Grant

lected (Bound); telegram received (on July 12), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, 0.R., 1, xnvii, part 2, 191; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 143. Lincoln, Works, VD,
438.
l. On July 10, 1:00 P.M., Col. John W. Shaffer, chief of staff for Maj.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, telegraphed to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins •. "Steamer
Cresent has just arrived with Troops from New Orleans and have been ordered
to Washington. She left on 3d and Says six other Steamers will would leave on
4th Shall they all be ordered to Washington" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as addressed to USG and
incomplete in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 142. On the same day, USG telegraphed to
Shaffer. "Yes order them all to Washfogton" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered P apers; (press) ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copy, DLC-USG,
V, 67, O.R., I, xl, part 3, 142. On July 11, Rawlins telegraphed to Shaffer.
"How Many vessels with the 19th Corps from New-Orleans, have passed Fort
Monroe for Washington up to this time-Please keep these HeadQuarters advised of the vessels as they pass that the Lieut general commanding may be in•
formed of the probable time they will reach Washington" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid,,
RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 173. At 11: 10 A.M., Shaffer telegraphed to
Rawlins. "The 'Cresent' is the only &et Vessel that has reached here from New
Orleans I will notify you of the arrival of Each Vessels as ·soon as they get
here and will push them forward to Washington without delay. I think there will
be several here today" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) .

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. July l0th/6412.30 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
I have sent no troops to Baltimore except Ricketts Div. and the
dismounted Cavalry. Two Divisions, the balance of the 6th Corps,
are now on their way to Washington the advance having sailed at
10 a. m. the remainder embarking and starting as fast as the steamers are loaded. I have sent Ord to Washington. I would give more
for him as a commander in the field than most of the Generals now
:OOW in Maryland. Probably it will be well to send him to Baltimore
to command and hold the place forcing into service for the purpose,
if necessary all Citizens capable of bearing arms. He should also
nave discretion to move out against the enemy. All other force it
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looks to me should be collected in rear of the enemy, about Edwards
Ferry, and follow him up and cut off retreat if possible. All losses
sustained by loyal Citizens can be paid back to them by contribu-•
tions collected from rebel sympathizers after the enemy is got rid
of.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 9:00 1'.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). 0.R., I, xnvii, part 2, 156; ibid., I, xl, part
S, 122. On July 10, 1864, 1:00 P.M., USG wrote a telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry
W. Halleck, subsequently marked "ordered not sent." "Has Hunter got all his
force with him st Cumberland and East of there? His dispatch does not make it
clear to me whether only one Division has reached Cumberland and the advance
or whether his whole command had got as far as Cumberland and one Division
was in advance of that place," ADfS, OClWHi. At 12:S0 A.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Despatch just recieved from Gen! Wallace who admits a
serious defeat at Monocacy Junction to-day. He is in full retreat on Baltimore
with, he says, his column demoralized, A part of Ricketts division is covering
bis retreat. He estimates the enemy's force at twenty-thousand." ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.;
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xnvii, part 2, 156. See ibid., p. 145.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. July l0th/64 [1:30 P. M.]

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON

Gen. Order No. 225 of July 7th/ 64 would take Gen. the 18th
Corps from the Dept. of Va. and N. C. and leave it a separate command, thus giving a third Anny in the field, as the 10th Corps is
also serving here. I would not desire this change made but simply
Gen. Smith assigned to the Command of the 18th Corps, and if
there is no objection to a Brig. Gen. holcling- such a position, Gen.
W . T. H. Brooks to the command of the 10th Corps, leaving both
these Corps in the Dept. as before, Offa:inl Hd Qrs. of which is at
Ft. Monroe. When the 19th Corps arrives I will add it too to the
same Dept. fffid
.lj.

s. GRA~ff

Lt. Ge.a.
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ftftEl.
I will take the liberty of suspending this order until I hear again. I
will ask to have Gen. Franklin assigned to the active command in
the field under Gen. Butlers orders as soon as he is fit for duty.
U. S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 8:40 .I'.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); (incomplete) ibid., Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 3, 122-23. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W.
Halleck, July 6, 1864. Presumably on July 7, 1864, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck drafted General Orders No. 225. ''The troops of the Department of North
Carolina and Virginia serving with the Army of the Potomac in the field under
Major-General Smith will constitute the Eighteenth Army Corps, and Maj. Geo.
William F. Smith is assigned by the President to the command of the corps.
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler will command the remainder of the troops in that department, having his headquarters at Fort Monroe." O.R., I, xl, part 3, 59. After
consultation with President Abraham Lincoln, the orders remained the same,
except that the phrase ''By order of the President" appeared at the end, and
the phrase "by the President" disappeared from the body. lb-id., p. 69.
On July 9, Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel, chief of staff for Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler, telegraphed to Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock. "Has Genl G11ant gone to
the front today or is he at his Head Qrs." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers. 0.R., I, xi, part 3, 114-. On the same day, Butler telegraphed to "Senior
Staff Officer at Headquarters." "Has General Grant gone to the front?" Ibid. On
the same day, Comstock wrote to Butler. "Lt. Gen. Grant desires me to say that
he will be at fti&Hii City Point during the day.'' ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the J ames, Unentered Papers. 0.R., l , xi,
part 3, 114.
Also on July 9, Butler wrote to his wife. "l have only time to say l am well
and that you may see me sooner than you think. The mail is closing and I am
just up." Private and Official Correspondence of Gen. Benjamin F. Butler •••
(n. p., 1917), IV, 478. On July 10, Butler wrote to his wife. "I wrote you a very
mysterious epistle yesterday because I was in doubt myself. I had just received
an order from Washington (which may the Rebels take), appointing Smith to
the command of the troops serving under him, and the remainder of the troops
in t he department to be under the Command of Maj. Gen'l. Butler, headq,rs.
Fortress Monroe. Immediately after breakfast I went to Geo. Grant, as I had
seen him the night before and was treated by him with the utmo~t cordiality, and
had a confidential conference. I could not tell why this order should come out
and he not have mentioned it then. He received me with cordial greeting. As
soon as possible after the usual compliments, and the staff had retired, I showed
him the order, and told him I did not understand it. He says, 'Oh,-1 did not
mean you should have seen that order. It is a mistake. I suppressed all the copies
that were transmitted through me. How did you get this?' 'Some friend in the
War Department, fearing perhaps I should not see it, forwatded me one direct.'
said I. 'Well,' said he, 'I don't want this at all. I want Smith to report to you-
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you to have the full command. I was going to add the 19th corps to yoirr department, and I shall when it comes here from Washington. I will telegraph
now.' He then telegraphed that be had suspended the order, and that he desired
that Gen. Franklin be ordered to report to me for active duty in the field as soon
as he was al:>le to take the saddle, and so the order has gone up. This was the
work of Halleck upon the application of Smith, but it has failed, and I have
gained by it. F rom Grant's suspension of the order, and saying that he proposed
to have the 19th corps added to my com mand, he has vindicated m e and my
military operations in a way it would not have been done but for these peoplewhom God and his humble instrument will take care of before we get through.
So you see I shall not come to Fortress Monroe as soon as you thought and I
hoped. But the mail closes. Read this to Shaffer." Ibid., pp. 4-81-82.
In his article, "Grant's Liquor Drinking," Washington correspondent Hen.ry
Van Ness Boynton printed a letter of June 30, 1864, from Br ig. Gen. John A.
Rawlins to Maj. Geo. William F. Smith. ''Your kind note of this date in regard
to the General while at your headquarters yesterday is received. I am thankful
to you for your friendly forethought, and the interest manifest ed in his behalf.
Yet 'tis only what one knowing your friend.ship for him might h ave expected,
Being thus timely advised of the slippery ground he is on, I shall not fail to use
my utmost endeavors to stay him from falling. Your application for a leave of
absence will be presented to the General for his favorable consideration. I can
assure you, however, he will be loath to part with you from the field even for a
few days." Ne-w York Sun, J an. 23, 1887. Boynton also printed a letter of July
30 from Smith to U.S. Senator Solomon Foot of Vt. "I am extremely anxious that
my friends in my native State should not think that the reason of Gen. Grant's
relieving me from duty was brought about by any misconduct of mine, and,
therefore, I write to put you in possession of such facts in the case as I am aware
of, and think will throw light upon the subject. About the very last of J une, or
the first of J uly, Gens. Gxant and Butler came to my headquarters, and shortly
after their arrival Gen. Grant turned to Gen. Butler, and said: 'That drink of
whiskey I took has done me good;' and then, directly afterward, asked me f9r a
drink. My servant opened a bottle for him, and he drank of it, when the bottle
was corked and put away. I was aware at this time, that Geo. Grant had within
six months pledged himself to drink nothing intoxicating, but did not feel it
would better matte-rs to decline to g ive it upon his request in Gen. Butler's
presence. After the lapse of an hour or less, the General asked for another drink,
which he took. Shortly after, his voice showed plainly that the liquor had affected
him, and after a little time be left. I went to see him upon his horse, and as soon
as I returned to my tent, I said to a staff officer of mine, who had witnessed his
departure: 'Gen. Grant has gone away drunk. Gen. Butler has seen it, and
will never fail to use the weapon which has been put into his hands.' Two or
three days after tnat, I applied for a leave of absence for the benefit of my
health, and Gen. Grant sent word to me not to go, if it were possible to stay, and
I replied in a private note warranted by our former relations, a copy of wbjch
note I will send you in a few days. The next day Assistant Secretary of War, Mr.
Dana, came to tel1 me that he had been sent by Gen. Grant to say what it becomes
necessary to repeat in view of subsequent events, to wit: That he, Gen. G., had
written a letter the day before to ask that Gen. Butler might be relieved from
that department, and I placed in commn11d of it, giving as a reason tbat he could
not trust Gen. Butler with the command of troops in the movements about to be
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made, and saying also that, next to Gen. Sherman, he had more confidence in my
ability than in that of any General in the field. The order from Washington,
dated July 7, sent Gen, Butler to Fort Monroe, and placed me in command of
the troops then under me and Gen. Grant. He would make the changes necessary
to give me. the troops in the field belonging to that department. I had only asked
that 1 should not be commanded in battle by a man that could not give an order
on the field, and I had recommended Gen. Franklin or Gen. Wright for the com·m and of the department. I was at the headquarters of Gen. Gtant on Sunday,
July 151 and there saw Gen. B., but had no conversation with him. After Ge11. B.
had left, I had a confidential conversation with Gen. Grant about changes he was
going to make. In this connection, it is proper to state that ou.r personal relations
were of the most friendly character. He had listened to and acted upon the suggestions made by me upon more than one important occasion. I then thought and
still think, whatever Gen. Butler's letter writers may say to the contrary, that he
knew that any suggestion 1 might make for his consideration would be dictated
solely by an intense desire to put down this rebelliou, and not from any personal
considerations, personal to myself, and that no personal friendship had stood in
the way of what I considered my duty with regard to military management-a
course not likely to be pursued by any man ambitious of advancement, In this
confidential conversation with Geu. Grant I tried to show him the blunders of
the late campaign of the Army of the Potomac, and the terrible waste of life that
had resulted from what I had considered a want of generalship in its. present
commander. Among other instances, I referred to the fearful slaughter at Cold
Harbor on the 3d of June. Gen. Grant went into the discussion, defending Gen.
Meade stoutly, but finaJJy acknowledged, to use his own words, <that there had
been a butchery at Cold Harbor, but that he had said nothing about it because it
could do no .g ood.' Not a word was said as to my right to criticise Gen. Meade
then, and I left without a suspicion that Geo. Grant had taken it in any other
way than it was meat1t, al)d I do not think he did misunderstand me. On my
Teturn from a short leave of absence on the l9th of J uly, Gen. Grant sent for me
to report to him, and then told me that he 'could not relieve Gen. Butler,' and
that as I had so severely criticised Gen. Meade, he had determined to relieve me
from the command of the Eighteenth Corps and order me to New York city, to
await orders. The next morning the General gave some other reasons, such as
an article in the Tribune retiecting on Gen. Hancock, which I had nothing in the
world to do with, and two letters, which I had written before the campai.,"ll began, to two of Gen. Grant's most devoted friends, urging upon them to try and
prevent him from making the campaign he has just made. These letters, sent to
Gen. Grant's nearest friends and intended for his eye, necessarily sprang from
an earnest desire to serve the man upon whom the country had been depending,
and these warnings ought to have been my highest justification in his opinion,
and indeed would have been, but that it has become necessary to make out a case
against me. All these matters, moreover, were known to the General before he
asked that I might be put in command of the Department of Virginia and North
Carolina, and therefore they formed no excuse for relieving me from the command I held. I also submit to you that if it had been proven to him that I was
unfitted for the aommand I then held, that that in no wise changed the case with
reference to Gen. Butler and his competency1 and did not furnish a reiison why
he should not go where the President had ordered him at the request of Gen.
Grant: and that as Gen. Grant did, immediately after an interview with Gen. B,,
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suspend the order and announce his intention of relieving me from duty there,
other reasons must be sought, different from any assigned, for this sudden change
of views and action. Since I have been in New York, I have heard from two differe11t sources (one being from Gen. Grant's headquarters, and one a staff officer
of a General on intimate official -{elations with Gen. B.) that Gen. Butler went
to Gen. Grant and threatened to expose his intoxication if the order was not revoked. I also learned that Gen. B. had threatened to make public something that
would prevent the President's reelection. Gen. Grant told roe (when I asked him
about Gen. Butler's threat of crushing me) that he had heard that Gen, B. had
made some threat with reference to the Chicago Convention, which he (B.) said
he 'had in his breeches pocket,' but Gen. G. was not clear in expressing what the
threat was. I refer to this simply because I feel convinced that the change was
not made for any of the reasons that have been assigned: and whether Gen. Butler
has threatened Gen. Grant with his opposition to Mr. Lincoln at the coming election or has appealed to any political aspirations which Gen. Grant may entertain,
I do not know: but one thing is certain. I was not guilty of any acts of insubordination between !DY appointment and my suspension, for I was absent all
those days on leave from Gen. Grant. I only hope that this long story will not
tire you, and that it will convince you that I have done nothing to deserve a loss
of the confidence which was reposed in me.•.. P. S.-I ha,v e not nferred to the
state of things existing at headquarters when I left, and to the fact that Gen.
Grant was then in the habit of getting liquor in a surreptitious manner, because
it was not relevant to my case; but if you think at any time the matter may be of
importance to the country, I will give it to you. Should you wish to write to me,
please address, care of S. E. Lyon, Jauncey court, 39 W all street, New York."
Ibid. See letter to Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand, June 6, 1863. Smith later
stated that his letter to Foot was found among his papers after his death and published without Smith's "knowledge or consent." William Farrar Smith, From
Chattanooga to Petersburg Under Generals Grant and Butler (Boston and New
York, 1893), p. 52. Foot died in 1866, the letter was first print.ed in 1887, and
it was printed with a letter from Rawlins to Smith, circumstances which throw
doubt on Smith's account and the authenticity of the text as well. Smith also
printed an 1893 letter from former Brig. Gen. Isaac J, Wistar which included an
explanation of Smith's removal given by Asst. Secretary of War John Tucker that
USG had been drinking heavily on July 9 when Butler induced hiJn to change
his mind. Ibid., p. 193. Raw1ins, unlikely to minimize USG's drinking, wrote to
his wife on June 29 that USG had consumed "a glass of liquor." James Harrison
Wilson, The Life of John A. Rawlins (New York, 1916 ), p. 239. William D.
Mallam, "The Grant-Butler Relationship," Mississi.ppi Valley Historical Review,
XLI, 2 (Sept., 1954) , pp. 262-63, i:ejected Smith's contentions about his removal, pointing to the explanation given by USG to Halleck and mentioning
USG's disenchantment with Smith. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck,
May 21, 1864. In his book, Smith quoted from a letter to him of unspecified date
from Maj. Gen. James H. Wilson which reported USG as stating on July 19,
1864: "No man in the army, not General Smith himself, regrets it [ the remO'tlal ]
more than I do; for no man appreciates the general's great abilities better than I
do, or is more amious to use them in this war." From Chattanooga to Petersburg , . . , p. 48. Bruce Catton, however, argues that Smith's removal was based
upon USG's realization that Smith's disruptive criticism extended beyond Butler
to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade and USG himself. Grant Takes Command (Bos-
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ton and Toronto, 1969), pp. 326--,35. Comstock wrote of Smith and Butler in his
diary on /uly 2. "Went up to Smiths H. Q. He is in trouble with Butler, Butler
having reprimanded him for delay & then written a letter of reply to Smith's reproving him for taking offense at a friendly letter. I think neither could get on
well with any one, much less with ea.ch other." DLC-Cyn:J.s B . .Comstock. On
July 11, Comstock Wt'ote, "Some time ago Smith criticisd in his e.,c cathedra way,
this campaign as having been a succession of useless slaughters. The general
heard of it and told me he did not know which to do, relieve him or talk to him.
Subsequently Smith carried the works here at Petersburg & though they were
scarcely defended at all, the general was greatly pleased. Since, Smith has constantly been talking against Meade, wishes Franklin to take his place-and lest
a few nights ago just before going on an unnecessary & imp'l'epel' leave of ten
days, insisted on the generals milking the change be wished & finally asked the
general in the most offensive way, if he expected he was ever going to do any
thing with that man (Meade) in command. ~ Smith has declared be will not
serve with Butler-# & as Buder is to stay for the present Smith will probably
be shelved. Ge11. bad proposed to put FI'Snklin in Butlers place-but he bas now
recomnded F. for general command at Washington. F. says he does not wish
command of A. of P. though he knows Smith has urged it: " Ibid. On July 19,
Rawlins wrote to bis wife. "General Grant to-day relieved Major Genei:al William F. Smith £tom command and duty in this army, because of bis spit:it of
criticism of all military movements and men, and his failure to get along with
any one he is placed under, and his disposition to scatter the seeds of discontent
throughout the army.. . ." Wilson, Rawlins, p. 247. Smith's removal created
much gossip in the Army of the Potomac, and 13rig. Gen. Marsena R. Patrick
heard one day that Smith had been removed because of his criticism of Meade
and USG, and on another day that Butler bad blackmailed USG. David S. Sparks,
ed., Inside Lincoln's Army . . . (New York and London, 1964), pp. 401-2, 415.
On July 11, 10:$0 A.M., Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed to Rawlins. "Please send back to the War Dept any letters that may
come for me-There was a tremendous excitement here yesterday but all is comparatively calm this morning- The defences of Washington have not yet been
attacked though Gen! McDowell McCook went out to take command on the
Tenallytown road last evening where the rebels were reported &S Fepertetl as
approachfog in force- With Gilmore Couch 'Wallace McCook and Sigel we
only need Milroy McClernand Rosecrans and Kilby Smith to make us safe-If
the General could spare Butler for the ~ Supreme Command all danger
danger would certainly cease-Especially as Hunter is at hand-Dont forget that
the last named commander bas beaten even Sigel in retreating not having stopped
his flight till he reached the Ohio River-although it was certain all the time that
the enemy would come down the Valley-I see that the General has backed down
on Butler but I hope that he will lhc it so that that military lawyer will not be able
to ruin the end of the campaign as he has ruined and foiled the beginningNullifying all its vast cost and awful bloodshed-We were all wrong at City
Point about the tenth Corps- that has never been assigned to Butlers command
and was onJy temporarily under bis orders when it was sent into his dept and he
was Senior to Gilmore- When Butler was sent to Fort Munroe it was for Gen!
Grant to dispose of the tenth as he chose-The white troops of the tenth and
eighteenth Corps ought to be consolidated and new Corps made out of their
blacks and the blacks of the nineteenth-Dont let any one but the General see
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this" Telegram received, USG 3; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
On July 19, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special Orders No. 62. ''All troops
of the 19th Army Corps arriving at this point will report to Maj. Gen, B. F .
Butler comd'g. Dept of Va & N. C. at Bermuda Hundred for orders. Subject to
the approval of the President Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith is hereby releived from
the Command of the 18th Army Corps and will proceed to New York City and
await further orders. His personal Staff will accompany him. The Corps Staff of
the 18th Army Corps will report to Brig GenJ. H. Martindale temporarily comd'g
for duty." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 334.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 10 1864.

To MAJ. GEN 1'1EADE & ALL CoRPS CoMDRSA telegram of the 9th from Baltimore 11 30 a. m states that the
operator at Menocacy reports severe fighting near that point The
advance of the enemy being within three fourths ( ¾) of a mile
of Monocacy on the road from Frederick to Georgetown Another
telegram at one P. M. from a point thirty (30) miles east of Monocacy states that the reports from Monocacy by the last train that
left that place were that, a battle was then in progress Later advices report that our troops under Gen Wallace were driven backThe rebel troops are estimated e£ at from 15 to 20.000. strong under Breckenridge Brad. Johnson 1 & McCausland 2 Telegrams of
today report our forces still retreating towards Baltimore. A part of
Ricketts Division are covering the retreat Hunter on the 9th reports himself at Cumberland and says his advance division was
then on Cherry Run-He is moving forward as rapidly as possible
- Sherman has effected lodgments across the Chattahoochee -at two
points viz. The mouth of Seps [Soap] Creek& atRoswells He will
make these points secure before crossing his main ArmyU. s. GRANT
Lt. Genl
Telegrams.received (2-at 2:05 P.M.), DNA, RG 9·4,, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; (incomplete) ibid., RG 393, 24th Army Corps, Telegrams Re-
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ceived (Unarranged); copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, rl, part 3, 12324. On July 9, 1864, John W. Garrett, president of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad, Camden Station, Baltimore, telegraphed to President Abraham Lincoln and to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton news of the battle of Monocacy,
Md., in both cases sending ,c opies to USG. Telegrams received, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received; ( 1) ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) , O.R.,
I, xxxvii, part 2, 138-39.
1. Bradley T. Johnson, born in 1829 in Frederick, Md., graduated from
Pririceton ( 1849) and returned to Frederick to become a Democratic lawyerpolitician. After initial service as maj., It. col., then col., 1st Md., Johnson often
commanded brigades but only received appointment as brig. gen. as of June 28,
1864, to replace William E. Jones commanding cav., and he led this command
in the 1864 campaign of Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Early.
2. John McCausland, bom in St. Louis in 1836, graduated from Virginia
Military Institute in 1857, where he remained as an asst. professor of mathematics until the Civil War. First commissioned col., 36th Va., he escaped frpm
Fort Donelson with a brigade which he commanded in West Va. Appointed
brig. gen. as of May 18, 1864, he was given a cav. command, which he led at
the battle of Monocacy, July 9, On July 30, he burned Chambersburg, P11., in
retaliation for U.S. destruction in the Shenandoah Valley.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Me0ide

By Telegraph from City Point 1140 p tn
Dated July 10th 1864.

To GENL MEADE
Not receiving a reply from Gen Lee to communications sent on the
8th I begin to believe it possible that he may have gone on the Maryland Campaign taking with him considerable reinforcements from
the Army in your front I tliink it adviseable to make a recconnoisance around towards the Weldon road pushing out sJcinnishers
to make the enemy develope himseH and to ascertain if this be the
fact. Sheridan might get up three thousand ( 3000) of his best
Cavalry to move with such a recconnoisance. The object would be
solely to ascertain if the enemy still occupies his position in full
force & if that can be ascertained without going to the Weldon road
either by swinging round a heavy line of skirmishers from Hancocks front to dri-ve th in the enemys advance pickets & make him
develope behind his works. 6f' get Or if it is certain1y known by
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deserters who have Come in within the last 24 hours that no movement has taken place it will be satisfactory

US GRANT

Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45,591 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 157; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 124. On July 10, 1864, midnight, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "No movements have
been reported by deserters, on the contrary they all agree in stating HillsLongstreets & Bearegards forces to be in our front-A negro woman came in
to night who lives near the Welden R. Rd. who says she heard the soldiers say,
that yesterday Genl. Lee made it known he would grant a 30 days furlough to
any soldier who would capture a yankee soldier-I think this plausible as he undoubtedly desires to know what detachments if any you are making.-Last night
the 6th. Corps when leaving made a great deal of noise beating marches blowing
calls & making bonfires of their camps-This attracted the attention of the enemy
& this morning at daylight they advanced on a portion of the 2d Corps pickets
crying out the Yankees are gone-Our pickets received them with a brisk fire
driving them back, when all was quieted & has remained so during the day. The
reconnaissance you suggest can be made-I see no advantage in swinging round
the left of the 2d. Corps as I am satisfied it will only result in confronting the
enemy in his works, but the Corps with the cavalry can be sent on to the Welden
road, which will I have no doubt develop a force of the enemy, and perhaps bring
some out of the Petersburgh lines It will take tomorrow however to get the
cavalry up here-There have been several deserters in today, some coming in as
)ate as 10 a m up to which time there had been, no change in Hills or Longstreets
Corps- they knew nothing of Beauregards Corps. Unless otherwise directed l
shall send the 2d. Corps to the Weldon Road, as soon as I can get a brigade of
cavalry up here to go with it.-1 have just learned that two men from the 48th
Missi. Mahones Div. Hills Corps, have been captured by our men, they having
come into the trenches to exchange papers-These men say they have beard
nothing of any recent movement of any part of their army & that Hill & Longstreet are in our front. I have a scout out who expects to get into Petersburgh,
but I do uot look for his return before tomorrow night.-" ALS (telegram seut),
DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, pa.rt 2, 158; 1bid., I,
xi, part 3, 124-25. See telegram to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, July 11, 1864.
On July 10, 11:30 A.M., Mende had telegraphed to USG. "Above despatch
sent for your information-Pickets & signal officers report the passage this am
of several trains confirming the above statement of the negroes that the enemy is
running off h_is rolling stock for security-The report of Wilcox's division going
to Chaffins bluff would account for the troops seen going some days since from
Petersburgh-I am of the opinion the estimate of Earlys forces is too low I
should think he had in the valley nearly 25,000 men-" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
128-29. The enclosure is -ibid., pp. 127-28.
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To Maj. Gen: Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 111864.

To MAJ GENL BuTLER
Hills Corps was moved from its position at 5 pm yesterdayCitizens say to Go north has your scouts or man from the observatory djscovered any movement of Troops between Petersburg
& Richmond-please make an effort to ascertain about this-I am
not willing to let Mr Gilmore & Col Jaques go through our Lines
until I know the object of their going•
U.S.GRAl'IIT

Lt GenL
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xJ, part S, 169. On July 11, 1864, 4:20
P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "I have caused the matter in relation to the moving of Hill's Corps to be investigated-I cannot hear of
any movement of any troops either over the turnpike or railroad or over Chapin's
Farm-It is certain that none have been moved by daylight and that none have
been moved at night, over the railroad, because we can hear them- They might
go over the turnpike at night without our hearing them-Five Deserters Are
just in from our front, from Pickett's Division but they have heard nothing of
any movement of any troops-I will take every pains to keep you informed upon
this and kindred subjects-" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. D.R., I, xi, part 3, 169.
Earlier on July 11 , USG telegraphed to Butler. "Have you heltffl had any
recent information from Wilcoxs Division it did Cross the James River only
this month & was said to have gone to Chapins Bluff I would like to know if
it is still there" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. D.R., I, xi, part 3, 168. At 12: 15 P.M.,
Butler telegraphed to USG. "Wilcox Division of Hill's Corps consists of Scales',
Lane's, McGowan's (now Conner's) and Thomas' Brigades We have deserters
this morning from Thomas1 Brigade which is on their right and rear from the
Junction to· Swift Creek- They report Scales Brigade holding the line from
Swift Creek to the Appomattox-McGowan's (Conner's) and Lane's Brigades
are in our front opposite Deep Bottom-We had deserters from them yesterdayAllowing !JOO men to a Regt the Division has 5,700 men-Thomas Brigade is
very small-about eight hundred men-McGowan's (Cooner) is reported not
over a thousand men-Lane not over twelve hundred-probably not over a thousand-Of Scales' Brigade we have no accurate information-Calling it twelve
hundred strong and the division has forty two hundred men-We have no accurate information as to Lee's whereabouts-Some say he is at Petersburg and
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some at Richmond-I um inclined to think he is not at either place-" LS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N, C., Army of
the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 168.
Also on July 11, Butler telegraphed to USG a sig nal message of 3:40 P .M.
from Lt. Alfred G. Simons, Spring Hill, to Capt. Lemuel B. Norton. "A train of
seven ( 7) passenger and two (2) freight cars loaded with troops has just
passed the Junction towards Richmond.'' LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Co11ected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 3, 169. See ibia., p. 199.
1. At 12:25 P.M., Butler had telegraphed to USG. "Col Jaquess and Mr
Gillmore, are here and are of course desirous to go forward on their mission-If
you desire them to go and will trust to me to get them through the lines, I think
I can accomplish it- The means I should adopt would be to send to ask Ould to
meet Maj Mulford at Port Walthall They will explain to you if yQu desire it,
or will inform me, before they go, the subject of their mission-" LS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., 11 xl, part 3, 168-69. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "I
have seen and heard Mr Gillmore and Col Jaques. You may effect an intervew
between them and commissioner Ould & Permit them to pass through our lines
if they will be recd by the other party" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F.
Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; USG 3.
0 ,R., I, xi, part 3, 169. See letter to Gen. Robert E. Lee, July 8, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 11th 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
Your dispatch of 12 just received it would seem to quiet all ap•
prehension about Lee or any considerable portion of his force being
gone & therefore obviates the necessity of making any demonstration. Unless necessary I would prefer being quiet until we make a
real move so will take what you report as being sufficent evidence
of Lee & his forces being sti11 in our front there is great alarm felt
in Washington. Wallace has been whipped at Monocacy bl'idge &
driven back in great confusion he had with him a part of Ricketts
Division I have sent Ord ·up there to Command Baltimore & to
press into service every able bodied man to defend the place asked
that Wright be sent with his 2 Divisions and the one Division of
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the 19th Corps a portion of which passed Fort Monroe about noon
today to form a junction with Hunter who must be at Harpers
Ferry by tonight & for them then to follow up in the enemys rear
altogether everything looks favorable to me but I want to avoid the
possibility of Lee getting off with a great part of his force without
taking advantage of it. I think you had better order Sheridan to get
ready for service as soon as possible but with the assurance that his
troops will not be used until it is necessary.

US GRANT
Lt. Gen
Telegram received (at 1:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies (dated July 10, 1864), ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 61; (2-dated July 11 ), Meade Papers, PHi, Dated July 10 in
O.R., I , xxxvii, part 2, 158-59; (dated July ll) ibid., I, xi, part 3, 144. On
July 11, 1864, 11:00 A.M . , Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG.
"Nothing of importance occurred on the lines of this army during the past 24
hours not previously reported. The redoubts to cover the left flank will be completed today & the contraction of the line, made by their occupation will be ef.
fected either tonight or tomorrow-This contraction will leave the 2d Corps free,
the lines being held by the 5th Corps &: Ferero's division.-A negro came in this
morning who lives near Dr.. Gurfoy's house & He reports the enemy having ap
earthwork whe[re] the road from Gurlej's house crosses the R. Rd. Infantry in
it does not know of any guns.-Says the infantry pickets extend along the R . Rd.
about 1h a mile below Ailtens house, w)ljch is below Gurleys- there the ieftlB
Cnvalry pickets ·extend to Reams Station&: beyond.-At Ream's reports Cavalry
in considerable force-Trains are reported as passing up &: down the road.Contents unknown." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Recei-ved; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 144.

T o Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 11th 1864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
Wilcox 1 division crossed the pontoon bridge at Drurys bluff about
the 2d or 3d and took station at Chapins bluff where I think it still
remains-Deserters come in daily on Butlers front all saying they
belong to Picketts Div-There is no other force between Swift
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Creek & Howells [Howlett's ] House-All the prisoners captured in
Maryland say they belong to Breckenridge Command but they may
belong to McCauslins Johnsons & Imbodens brigade & Ransoms
Cavalry 2 -All under Breckenridge whiJst the Div he brought from
West Va may still be here

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at noon), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, Pili. O.R., I, xl, part !3, 145. On July 11, 1864, John C. Babcock,
office of the provost marshal, Anny of the Potomac, wrote to Maj. Gen. Andrew
A. Humphreys. "A deserter from the 61st Va. Mahone's Division came into oux
lfnes last night between twelve {12) & l oclock he brings important infonnation. Wilcoxs entire Division went to Chaffins Bluff or farm about a week ago &
is there now to the best of informants belief. Heth's Div, was under marching
orders yesterday with two days cooked rations. They were expected to move at
four P . m. informant being on picket Could not say whether they had moved
or not. Wilcoxs Div went to Chaffins bluff to relieve Heth's the latter Div returning to our front took a position on the right of Mahones extending nearly to
the lead works this was about the 4th inst. Informant has heard of no other
movements Saw some men from the Div. Commanded by Breckridge two days
ago that were visiting in his Division He understands Breckenridge i& to be
in Butlers front General Early is absent with only Ransoms Gordons, & Rhodes
D ivision according to in.formants belief. The rest of hjs force he has taken from
the valley. 'Note' Early has certainly one brigade McCauslands that was under
Breckenridge in the valley but it has never been i:n our front Also B T . Joh»son Maryland Line was under Breckenridge at Coal Harbor, we think informants statement correct otherwise the force in front of Butler must be very
small Gen Ewell is in Richmond on the retixed list, Phisically unable to do
field duty Informant heard the maj of his regiment make this statement a few
days since. No troops a.re being recd. via the Weldon R. R, of this informant is
positive though he states a very few furloughed men and & convalescents may be
returning that way" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xl, part 3, 145. On the same day, 11: 15 A.M., Maj, Gen. George G. Meade
telegraphed this message to USG, adding his own message. "Above forwarded
for your information, This is the first intelligence of the return of Breckridge
& is not relied on Have you any information of Wilcox being at Chapins farm
or wbat troops are in front of Butler. Up to yesterday I was under the belief Wilcox was in my front" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O..R., I, xl, part 3, 145 .
1. Cadmus M. Wilcox, born in N. C. in 182,4, raised in Tenn., USMA 1846,
USG's groomsman, asst. instructor of inf. tactics at USMA ( 1852-57), resigned
from the U.S. Anny as of June 8, 1861. Entering the Civil War as col,, 9th
Ala., Wilcox was appointed brig. gen. as of Oct. 21, 1861, and maj. gen. as of
Aug. 3, 1863, and served in the eastern theatre of war. On July 10, 1864, his
div., 3rd Army Corps, reported 5 1 581 officers and men present. Ibid., p. 762.
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2 . Robert Ranso1t1, Jr., born in N. C. in 1828, USMA 1850, served in the
U.S. Army in the cav. until he resigned as of May 24, 1861. After service as col.,
1st N. C. Cav., he was appointed brig . geo. as of Mar.c h 1, 1862, and maj. gen.
as of May 26, 1863. Oo June 13, 1864, he was relieved of command of the Dept.
of Richmond and assigned to command all cav. in the Dept. of Western Va. under
Maj, Gen. John C. Breckinridge. ibid., 1, x.1, part 2, 646.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point Va
Dated July 111864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
If Hills Corps has gone we must find out where it bas gone &: take
advantage of its absence. If your Cavalry does not succeed in ascertaining today where it has gone I think it will be advisea:ble to get
up all the well mounted men of One Division of Sheridans Cavalry
tonight&: push it out until definite information is obtained If they
have gone to Washn we will try to carry Petersburg before detaching further frotn this Anny. The best way to accomplish this will
probably be by turning the enemys right with H ancocks & Warrens Corps & Sheridans Cavalry with heavy columns of assault
from Burnsides &: Smiths Corps on one well chosen point in the
front of one or the other of these Corps probably about the Hare
House

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 192; ibid., 1, xi, part 3, 147. On July 11, 1864, 11:00
A.M., John C. Babcock, office of the provost marshal, Army of the Potomac, wrote
to Maj, Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys. "A deserter from 8th Alabama Mahones
Division just received from Col. Bryan Comdg detachment Cavalry Corps-He
states that l:Jills entire Corps left the front yesterday at five (S) oclock P. M. Jn.
formant was in town when they moved having a pass from General Saunders
Commanding his brigade to purchase mess stores. Carne out of Petersburg about
8 P. M. & found his Corps had moved toward the Weldon R. R. with McIntosh
battalion of artillery Could not find where or which way they went after they
reached the Railroad-Was told in Petersburg that the Corps was moving Citizens thought to Penasylvania-mforrnant thinks they have gone south down
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the Railroad-about two ( 2) or three ( 3) oclock this a. m. he saw a train of
20 or more box cats going into Petersburg also another about the same length
at Four ( 4) or 5 oclock-The Cars were all Closed & no soldiers to be seen on
them-thought they run heavy as though they were loaded-That Longstreets
Corps & Beauregards forces bad Closed up the space left by the removal of Hills,
Corps~lnformant saw the old line Hill had occupied filled up again by Longstreets Corps and the Washington artillery moved into the works vacated by
Mclntoshs battalion-That there are no double lines now or any reserves-Informant Came out of the City along the line nearly all the way-He says it is the
same in length as before-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, xl, part 3, 146. At noon, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed
this message to USG, adding his own message. ''Following just received-It confirms the Intelligence sent at 10.30 from another deserter-There appears no
doubt that Hills Corps or a portion of it moved last Evening but there is nothing
to Indicate the direct.ion taken. It may prove a movement on our left flank due
to the withdrawal of the Sixth ( 6th) Corps-I have directed the Cavalry on
our left to push out Scouts in all directions-" Telegram r,eceived, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 146. At 1:30 P.M. and 10:30 r.M.,
Meade telegraphed to USO. "I have questioned the last deserter from Mabones
Div. Hills Corps-He tells a str aight story, that he left his Div. yesterday at 7
am. on a pass into Petersburgh-that on his return at 7. P. m the Div. was gone
bag & bagage-hospitals & all-that he understood they moved up to the R.
Rd. which he took advantage of, by going to the :a,. Rd. outside the works &
following down the R. Rd. till he got out some 3 or 4 miles when be slipped
across & came into our lines-He says he could bear ootbing of his Division
along the R Rd & saw no stragglers-He says Heths division left at the same
time, and that he heard in Petersburgh a report that Hills Corps was going to
Penna. Per contra the signal officer on the Jordan H ouse reports two trains filled
with troops & having artillery, as passing into Petel'sburgh from Richmond at 4.
am this morning.-! think there is no doubt Hill has moved, but in what direction is as yet uncertain. I t may be on our left Rank, or it may be to join Early.-"
"No further information has been obtained of tbe enemys movements since last
despatch-All efforts of our scouts to get through the enemys pickets on the
rail-road have failed, and the cavalry I have here is so miserable they have
done nothing.-! have no doubt Hills two ~ Divisions that were in my front
yesterday moved last night and as nothing has been heard or seen of them on
our left flank I conclude they have been sent to re-inforce Early.-Intelligence
of Earlys success, combined with the knowledge of the departure of the 6th
Corps together with a confidence in the strength of his lines & his capability to
bold them with a dim.inished force, has doutless induced Lee to send Hill in
hopes of thus trans.ferring the seat of operations to Maryland & Penna,-by drawing the greater portion of your army there to defend vVashn. & Baltre- 1 have
ordered a division of Cavalry here & expect it will be up during the night-I have
also drawn the 2d Corps from the line it held & by daylight tomorrow will have
it massed ready for a movement in any direction that may be desired.-1 am a
little doubtful of sending the Cavalry Division alone, as all the information I
have obtained places all of Hamptons Cavalry South of the Appomatoli::, at Stony
Creek Reames & Dinwiddie C. H. evidently posted in anticipation of another raid
on our part. There are two negroes out in the enemys lines who are expected back
during the night with some definite information-I shall not give any orders to
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Hancock or the Cavalry tonight but await the arrival of the latter & more definite information or your instructions.-. .• I should have mentioned as confirming Hills movement that heavy clouds of dust were observed to day on a
road leading N. W from Petersburgh on the N. side&: that the following inter•
cepted rebel m essage was read by 0 111; sjgnal officers.-'To L. H . B-Are you
going this P. M & at what thnel' When will H be ready? Answer Roux.' There
is said to be an officer of the name of Roux on Lees staff. I had commenced the
erection of batteries & other preparations for seige operations on Warrens front,
but if there is any probability of his being moved the guns & materials would
have fust to be sent to the rear.-Also Burnside should have some time to prepare
to cover his left ftank-Be bas been ordered to make his arrangements." ALS
(telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, part
s, 147-48.
At 2:00 P.M., Capt. Benjamin F. Fisher telegTaphed to Humphreys. ''The
stat ion north of the City Point Railroad in front of Fort Cliftons reports a large
Column of dust risit)g in front of the 18th Corps & south west of PetersburgHe fails to indicate the Cause of it though I suppose they were unable to tell
There is much travelling upon the P & R road in both directions by horsemen
ambulances & Wagons. The following rebel messages taken-To GEN BRENTOne ( 1) Gunboat above & one below the pontoon signed W . S. L. ConuR- To
L . H. B. are you going this P. M. and at what time. When shall H. be ready
answer signed-Row£" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part S, 146, On tbe same day, Meade telegraphed this message to
USG, adding his own message. "Just received & forwarded-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 146.

To Col. Edward D. Townsend
(Cipher)
CoL. E. D. TowNSENn,A.

City Point, July 12th/ 64 10. p. m

A. GEN. WASHINGTON

Dispatch announcing Gen. Orders No 228 of July 11th received.
I have made strenuous efforts to discover if any troops besides
Ewells Corps has left here. I beleive none others have left. I now
have Infantry and Cavalry out near Reams Station where the enemy
are found intrenched. The night of the 9th a deserter from Hills
Corps come in who stated that he left his corps in the morning on a
pass to go into Petersburg. Returning in the evening he found the
Corps gone. Other deserters since in state that this Corps has not
moved.
S.GRANT
Lt. Gen

u.
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ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (on July 13, 1864., 1: SO P.M.),
DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 703A 1864; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(,Bound) . O.R., I, uxvii, part 2, 222; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 175- 76. On July 12,
Col. Edward D. Townsend, .AGO, telegraphed to USG. "General Orders No.
two hundred twenty-eight (228) of July eleventh (11th) is as follows. First.
MajorGeneral E. 0. C. Ord is assigned by the President to the command of the
(8th) (eighth Army Corps and of all troops in the Middle Department. Second
MajorGeneral Gillmore is assigned to the temporary command of the part of the
(19th) nineteenth Corps in the Department o.f Washington.... Please acknowledge receipt." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
See O.R., I , xxxvii, part 2, 210, 214.

To Maj .. Gen. Henry T.V. Halleck
Cipher

City Point July 12th/64 11.45 p. m

MAJ. GEN . HALLECK WASHINGTON
Give orders assigning Maj. Gen. H. G. Wright to supreme
command of all ttoops moving out against the enemy regardless
of the rank of other commanders. He should get out side of the
trenches with all the force he possibly can and should push him to
the last moment supplying himself from the country. This will not
place Gen. Wright over Gen. Augur who commands the defenses
but will place him of such of his troops and commanders as may be
sent out side. The 6th Corps has all reached Washington [&] Baltimore and two Divisions of the 19th Corps must reach there during
to-morrow, besides the 3000 dismounted Cavalry sent from here
This with Hunter's force must be sufficient to guard all our fortifications a11d leave an abundant force to go out side. To this time reinforcements have been sent from here as fast as transportation could
be provided and then Hospital steamers have been used at that.
Longstreet's Corps is here deserters being received from it within
the last day.1

lJ-. s. GRANT
l:.t. Gea
Ord should move out from Baltimore. cautiously the moment it
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becomes evident the enemy have left his front, or so weakened it as
to enable him to do so.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (datelined 12:00 P.M., received on July 13, 1864, 1:20 P.M, ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 222-23; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 176. On July 11,
noon, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Genl Wright has just
arrived & a part of his corps will soon be in. He will take position, untJ1 ready
for the field, near Fort Sumner, on the Potomac above Chain Bridge. We can
give him transportation, but very little or no artillery. Please send up his batteries as nearly ready for the field as possible. Enemy close to our lines on R ockville road, skirmishing with our cavalry & pickets. His cavalry advance is pretty
strong, with artillery and infantry behind, but how much not ascertained. Accounts from Wallace indicate that he wns badly cut up. Militia ordered from
New York to Baltimore delayed by the Governor for some reason not explained.
Pennsylvania will do nothing to help us. The President has seen your telegram
about putting Ord in Wallace's place at Baltimore, but has given me no orders
on the subject." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected
(Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (incomplete) ibid., Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); (2) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, =vii, part 2, 192i
ibid., I, xl, part 3, 143.
1. On July 12, 11: 30 A.M., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG.
"Vague rumors h ave been 1eaehiBg reaching us for two or three days that Long•
street's corps is also on its way this vicinity. Look out for it's absence from your
front." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid., T elegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received, O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2,221; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 175. Lincoln, Works,
VU, 438. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July IS, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt.
Dated July 12 1864.

To MAJ GEN BuTLER.
Have you heard whether the enemy have yet run cars from
Richmond North, to Gordonsville, If you have any scouts who
can go out & ascertain certainly I would be glad to have them go.
U.S. GRANT

LtGenl
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T elegram received, PLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 200. On July 12, 1864, 11: 10
A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjnmin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "I examined a deserter
on Saturday who gave me a very intelligent and gJ"aphic account of Hunter's proceedings near Lynchburg, which he received in a letter from his family which
came to him via Gordonsville Junction-He had no doubt that the road was open
upon inquiring of him particularly upon that subject Further information will
be obtained and forwarded-" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
T elegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 200. On the same day, Butler telegraphed to
USG, "The ¥it Virginia Central Road is running as far at least as Gordens ville
will send a refugee with particulars'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), -ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va.
!ll)d N. C., Telegrams Sent. Printed as sent at 12: 10 P.M. in O.R., I, xi, part 3,
201.
At 9: 30 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. ''This report respectfully forwarded for the information of Lt Genl Comdig. ls there
news from Mary•
land that can be communHecated without detriment to the public Service" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army
of the James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 199. The enclosure is ibid. At noon, Lt. Col.
Cyrus B. Comstock wrote to Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel. "Nothing has been
heard from Baltimore since the report of Wallace's defeat at Monocacy and retreat toward Baltimore. There seems to be little apprehension in Batimere Wash•
ington & it is thought there that the enemy will recross the Potomac on hearing
of Wrights arrival, Some of them are reported in a dispatch just received as
passing between Rockville & Washington." ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army 0£ the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I,
xi, part 3, 200.

any

To M(l,j. Gen. George G. Meade
July 12-[1864]
The last news I have had from Maryland was to the evening
of the 10th., at that time Wallace bad been beaten at Monocacy,
& was retreating towards Baltimore in disorder.
I got a despatch from the President, dated yesterday., but it
gave no news of the invasion. Butler sent last night a party of 50
men across from Deep Bottom to Dutch Gap at 2.30 this morning they crossed to "Cox's Wharf" & captured an officer & 12 men,
burned a mill, shop & dwelling & captured a quantity of small
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anns1 a galvanic battery, two boxes of powder & a torpedo- returned without casualty. 1
U.S.GRANTCopies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as received at 10:30 A.M. in O.R., I, xJ,
part 3, 178-79.
1. On July 12, 1864, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler telegraphed to USG a
message of 9:30 A-M, from Brig. Gen. Robert S. Foster reporting the raid. Tele>
gram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,205.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 12th/ 64 8.20 P. M.
MAJ GEN MEADE
The present move is not intended as any thing more than a
reconnoissance to determine the position and designs of the enemy,
and especially to determine if A. P. Hills Corps has left its position
in our front. I would not permit any attack against the enemy, in
an entrenched position. It may be advisable even to direct your
troops to start back tonight. What is the distance from Gregg and
his Infantry supports Hem and the other two Divisions of the 2nd
Corps. Unless near enough to be readily suppo1ted, I would cer•
tainly direct their return tonightU. S. GRANT Lt. Genl.
Telegram, copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 180. On July 12, 1864, 9:30 P.M., Maj,
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG, ''Your directions have been received
& the necessary orders sent to Hancock & Gregg-Hancocks two divisions are at
the Williams House, in front of the left of Warrens line-with pickets on the line
he picketed before we contracted our lines-His third division is supporting Gregg
& is down the plank road 3 miles from the Williams House & 4 miles from Reams
Stn. in good supporting distance The last report from Gregg-5.40 -P. M he
had with drawn from Reams Stn. & intended to move down the plank road to
Procters tavern to feel the enemy in that direction & ascertain if they had infantry there-He reported to Hancock that he did not require the Division sent
him.-Hancock has been instructed to with draw the division sent to Gregg to
night & tomonow after daylight to with draw his corps within the line held by
the 5th corps & ready to support that corps-Gregg is ordered to take a position
on the plank road in front of our left and to picket strongly in front of the left of
the infantry & round in his own front.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
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Anny of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received, O.R. 1 I, xl, pa.rt 3, 180.
At 7:00 A, M.1 Meade bad telegraphed to USG. "l send two despatches containing the latest information from scouts & deserters-They change the whole
face of affairs & would indicate a movement on our left Bank-A negro at work
yesterday afternoon near the R . Rd. asserting positively that he saw troops passing South-It may be that they are preparing to meet another attempt on our
part to destroy the road or they may themselves be endeavoring to get in our rear
-As soon as our Cavalry is up I will send out to feel for the Enemy-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Anny of the P.otomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
176--77. The enclosures are ibid., pp. 177- 78. On July 13, 4:45 l'.M., Maj. Gen.
Andrew A. Humphreys telegraphed to Lt. Col. Cyrus Il. Comstock forwarding
the same report of deserters. l bid., pp. 208-9. On July 12, Meade t elegraphed to
USG. ''The following just received-This looks as if t he troops saw yesterday
morning down the Rail Road were the infantry guards on the road And the body
now mentioned are the relieved returning-Gi-egg has come up with his division
&: has been ordered to reconnoitre towards Reams Station & Proctors Taver n-I
hope he will get some information" T elegram received, D NA, RG 108, Letters
Received; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Sent; ( 2)
Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 8:30 A.M. in O.R., I, xi, part 3, 178. The
enclosure is ibid. At 10:45 A,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I send you the
latest information received- It shows how conflicting is the information we
receive & how accurately the enemy is posted in our affairs-Mahones Division
of Rills Corps has now been positively placed in our front-on our left & rear &
on its way to Pa." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters· Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0 .R., I, xi, part 3, 179. The enclosure is ibid. At 4: 30 l' .M., 7: 30 P .M.,
and 9:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The latest intelligence from Gregg
at 2. p. m he h ad met the enemys cavalry both on the Reams Stn. road & also on
the plank road near Procters tavern.-1 have moved my Hd. Qrs to the Prince
Georges C. H road about half a mile west of Burcha.rds [Birchett's] & near the
5th Corps Hospitals-" ALS (telegram sent) ; D NA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous L etters Received; copies, ibid., Telegrams Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 179. "Gregg reports encountering the
enemy in force cavalr y & infantry behind earth works at Reams Station-No report from the force sent down the plank road-Hancock has sent a division to support Gregg & holds the balance of his corps ready to move- I nave no doubt that
by tonight t he enemy will have all of Hamptons cavalry at the scene of action
supported by one or more divisions of infantry With the superiority of cavalry
it will require all of Hancocks Corps, and if the enemy are strongly posted & reinforce from P etersburgh, it may be difficult for him to clislodge them- It becomes
a question whether under existing circumstances it is judicious to ma.Ice the attempt now, or whether we had better wait till all of Sheridans cavalry can be
brought to he[r]e & same of our absent troops return-I should like to have your
views on this" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., 1, xl, part 3, 180. "This despatch just received is forwarded-It
confirms my idea that the enemy will reinforce the force at Reams & not allow
themselves to be dislodged without makfng all the resistance possible-'' ALS
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(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, WaJ; Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R.,
I, xl, part S, 185. The enclosure is ibid.

To Julia Dent Grant
City Point Va.
July 12th 1864
DEAR JULIA,

Again I write you without having change in our situation to
note. We are doing very well the Army with all the facilities given
by the James River being abundantly supplied. The enemy we
think is not so supplied and must come out of their fortifications to
attack us after a while.
I have neglected to say anything about Fred in my last letters.
He was compelled to leave here on account of health about two
weeks ago. The fact is Fred is broken down. He has no disease endangering life, but between rheumatism, phistulo [fistula] and
other ailings I do not think he will ever do much active duty.
Bowers & Rowley 1 have gone off sick, and Duff too, and Badeau is
now laying quite unwell. Porter,2 Babcock & Hudson have all been
sick. The fact is I am the only one at Head Quarters who bas not
bad a days sickness since the campaign commenced.-1 wrote to
you that you could make your own arrangement for the balance of
the time the war may last. I want the children to be at good schools
and do not like the idea of frequent changes.-Fred must commence
French and the other children must continue their German.
Love and kisses for yourself and the children. Love to all the
rest.
ULYS.

ALS, Dt.C-USG.
1. Lt. Col. William R. Rowley eventually resigned as of Aug, 30, 1864,, and.
was replaced as private secretary to USG by Ely S. Parker, who advanced to the
rank of It. col. OR., I~ xiii, part 2, 592.
2. On July 12, Parker issued Special Orders No. 55. "Lt Col. Horace
Porter A. D. C. will proceed without delay to Harrisburg Pa. on business specially
entrusted to him by the Lt. Genl. comd'g. Upon the execution of his orders he will
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rejoin these Headquarters.'' Copies, DLC-USG, V , 57, 62, 67. The family of
Lt. Col. Horace Porter lived iu Harrisburg, Pa.

To Isaac N. Morris
City Point Va. July 12th 1864
HoN. I. N. MoRrus,
DEA.R Sm:

Your letter in relation to Mr. Crapsy is just received. At the
time of Mr. Crapsys expulsion from the lines of the Army I spoke
to Gen. Meade on the subject telling him of my acquaintance with
this family, but like yourself declining to allow personal conciderations to interfere with public duties. Gen. Meade however said that
he did not care to humiliate the young man but was satisfied with
the publication of his order, as a warning to others, without the
execution of it. He did suspend the order as I understand but before
the Provost Marshal received the notice Mr. Crapsey was gone in
the manner prescribed.
I never saw the article which gave the offence. It charged Gen.
Meade however with advising our withdrawal to the North side of
the Rapidann after the battle in the Wilderness whereas Gen.
Meade has not shown to this day the slightest weakening or desire
to stop short of complete triumph over the rebellion.
I received a letter from Mr. Crapsey some time since asking to
be allowed to return to the Army. Courtisy to Gen. Meade demanded that before doing so I should submit the matter to him,
which I did a day or two after the receipt of the application. Gen.
M. expressed his entire willingness for his return. In the mean
time I had lost Mr. C's letter and not having noticed his address
could not send him the pass. I now enclose it herewith. All are well
here and feeling the usual degree of confidance in our success.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

ALS, ICarbS. For the expulsion of correspondent Edward Crapsey, Philadelphia
Inquirer, from the Army of the Potomac, see J. Cutler Andrews, The North Re•
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ports the Civil War ( Pittsburgh, 1955), pp. 546--48. See also letter to Isaac N.
Morris, Aug. 10, 1864. On July 12, 1864, USG wrote a pass. ''Pass Mr Edward
Crapsey from the North to the Armies now operating against Richmond." Copy,
Morris Family Papers, IHi.

To Charles A. Dana
City Point
2 30 pm July 13 1864
HoNCADANA
AssT SECY WAR
Deserters- -a re commg in daily giving the position of every division of the Rebel Army-Some are in to day from Longstreets
giving the position of two 2 of his [d]ivisions, and the third, we
know to be in front of Butler, and have received probably fifty 50
deserters from [it in] the last weekBoldness is all that is wanted to [drive the] enemy out of Maryland in confusion
I hope and believe Wrjght is the man to assume that.-The
advance of two divisions of the 19th Corps passed Ft Monroe yesterday, and I hope the whole of them will reach Washington within
the twenty four hours 1

US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (on July 14, 1864, 1:00 A.M,), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; OLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 259; -ibid., I, xl,
part 3, 207. On July 11, 10:00 P.M., A&st. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana
telegraphed to USG. "A body of about 150 rebel Cavalry attacked Gunpowder
Bridge at about four thirty a. m. today, drove off the guards at each end1 which
consisted of some 70 Ohio National Guards, destroyed a considerable part of the
bridge and captured and destroyed two trains of cars, one going north, the other
south. Gen Franklin was captured and the other officers on the train; Gen W , F
Smiths name is not mentioned but we conclude that he was among them A
gunboat reached the scene after it was all over Gen Wallace reports a large
force of the enemy near Baltimore this morning but seems to have had no fighting since his defeat on the Monocacy on saturday, as to his losses there we have
no specific figures but I estimate them at from two to four hundred. We have
positive information that Early Breckenridge and Imboden dined together at
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Rockville at three P. M. sunday In front of Washington Lowells Cavalry had
some pretty sharp skinnishing yesterday on the Tenleytown road; bis pickets
were drive.n in & major Fry who commanded them reports that the enemy was
there in great force with infantry and artillery. Nothing has occurred there today to demonstrate the presence of any such force and the skirmishing has borne
away to the right in front of Fort Stevens Col H ardee who was at Fort Reno
about noon reports that the rebels had one rifle gun bearing upon that work He
saw also a train of wagons (or artillery) which he judged to be about a mile in
length and a column of infantry of a rather straggling character moving in the
direction of Fort Stevens The Country has constantly been filled with clouds of
dust which are believed to have been i:aised by bodies of cavalry today the
pickets are very active in front of Fort Stevens, but they are composed mostly
of hundred day men-and the cannon of the Fort have also been used though not
a gun has been fired at the Fort A few of our men have been wounded. The
Telegraph Operator there reports a considerable number of Camp Fires burning
in front He says between Baltimore and Washington wire not yet been interfered with-Five boat-loads of Gen Wrights troops have arrived and one of the
19th Corps Gen Wright and his troops h ave gone to Fort Stevens-All the
Convalescents from the hospitals have been collected and organized & sent to the
trenches also QM Gen Meigs moved out this afte:rnoon in Command of about
1500 armed employees of the Qr. Mrs. Department-Gen Meigs has also furnished guards to relieve the Veteran Reserve guarding the depot in this city and
Alexandria and they have likewise gone to the front Gen Auger bas drawn
from fortifications on the south side all the men that in his judgement could possibly be spared from there. Gen Gillmore has arrived in town and will take the
Chief Cornmiuid of the troops as soon as they are able to move out of the Defences I find that Gen Halleck has great Confidence in this officer I should
also state that Gen McCook is in Command at Fort Stevens Gen Auger has
been very actively engaged in getting these miscellanious troops to the front
His precise position in relation to Gen Gillmore I do not Ul!derstand but will ascertain and inform you in the morning Gen Ord went over to Baltimore this
J> M at 4.30 to take command of the troops in the field-Gen Wallace being directed to make his Hd Qrs in the city Washington & Baltimore are in a state of
great excitement, both Cities are filled with country people fleeing from the
enemy- The damage to private property done by the invaders is almost beyond
Calculation-mills workshops & Factories have been destroyed-from 25 to 50
miles of the Bait. & 0. R. R. have been torn up, Governor Bradfords house was
burned this morning and it is reported that the house of old Mr. Blair & the P. M.
General near this City were also burned today. No news from Hunter. The force
of the enemy is everywhere stated at from 20 to 30.000 the idea of cutting off
their retreat would seem to be futile for there are pl~nty of fords & ferries now in
their control where they can cross the Potomac & get off in spite of all our efforts
to intercept them, long before our forces can be so concentrated as to be able to
strike an effective blow" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received;
(incomplete) ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Q.R., I, xxxvii,
part2, 192-94.
On July 12, 11: 30 A.M. and noon, Dana telegraphed to USG. "No attack,
either on this city or Baltimore-General McCook has been passing artillery all
night from Forts Reno and Massachusetts, which remain within his command,
General Wright having relieved him at Fort Stevens He telegraphs this morn-
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ing that be is about to drive the tebel skkmisbers away from bis front, after
which the artillery will cease-Nothing can possibly be done here towards pursuing or cutting off the enemy for want of a Commander Gen Auger Commands
the defenses of ·w ashington with McCook and a lot of Brigadier Generals under
him, but he is not allowed to go outside-Wrig ht Commands his own CorpsGen Gillmore has been assigned to the temporary Conimand of those troops of
the 19th Corps in the City of Washington-Gen Ord to Command the 8th Corps
and all other troops in the MiddJe Department leaving Wall ace to command the
City alone But there is no head to the whole and it seems indispensable that you
should at once appoint one-Hunter will be the ranking officer if he ever gets up
but he will not do; indeed the Secy of War directs me to tell you, in his judgement Hunter, ought instantly to be reHeved, having proven himself fat more incompetent than even Sigel: He also directs me to say that advice or suggestions
from you will not be sufficient Gen Halleck will not give orders ex:cept as he
receives them-The President will give none, and until you direct positively and
explicitly what is to be done everything will go on in the deplorable and fatal
way in which it has gone on for the past week" "We have reports from many
quarters· that Longstreets Corps is coming down the valley The secessionists
here and in Baltimore have told it confidentially to their friends for several days
past It has been reported that the Corps was at Gordonsville on its way north
on the foutth instant An officer 6f Earlys, wounded and Captured by Gen Wallace on snnday, who has since died positively affirmed that they were on their
way General Couch reports thls morning that his scouts in the valley state that
they are rapidly advancing It is possil;>le that the inactivity of the rebels in this
vicinity is because they are waiting for reinforcements Three more transports
with troops, have arrived here this morning-I think they were all from City
Point but have sent to ascertain" T elegrams received (the second on J uly 13),
DNA, RG 108, Letters Recei'ved; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Un.
bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 223-24. At 9:00 P.M., Dana telegraphed to
Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "The rebels struck the Balto & 0. R. R. just beyond
Bladensburg at about 8 P. m Destroying briclges and tearin.g up the track-The
force there which is reported to be epcamped upon the road this evening is said
to Number about 1500 cavalry with a battery of artillery-Of course this ends
for & the tune being all railroad communication between Washington and the
North It would be difficult to give you an idea how little we know respecting
this force which has been before Washington now for oearly three (3) days-It
is still undetennined how much infa11try there is in it or whether there is more
than one battery of Artillery-The only man I have found who has been able to
state anything positively wit11 sense and intelligence is Col Lowell commanding
Augurs cavalry who knows that McCausland is here with a brigade of the fourth
virginia mounted regiments and one Battery Some infantry has been seeu and
Doctor Barnes tells me that he witnessed a little fight on the Seventh Street road
at about six P. M. between a part of the Vermont Battery and about 800 rebels
on foot in which the latter were severely punished-This is the largest body of
rebel infantry that I have been able clearly to locate- There are all sorts of reports respecting heavy columns seen moving in the distance with enormous
wagon trains but I am unable to arrive at any certainty on the subject I visited
a considerable part of the lines this afternoon on the left and I found Genl Wrights
Corps was in reserve- The General hlmself was in the city attending to the de•
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barkation of bis troops-Gener.al McCook is in Command of Fort Stevens which
by the way is the same as Fort Massachusetts He told me that the mass of the
enemys infantry was ,withdrawn from his front He had captured this morning
two (2) prisoners from Rhodes Division who informed him that they had been
encamped about two miles off in the direction of Rockville but that theit Division
was under orders to march this morning at daylight-where they did not know
A few rebel skirmishers still remained MackCook told me in a house about twelve
hundred yards distant and another body of them in a wood about three thousand
yards distant-He was firing thirty pound Parrotts at the house-Br Gen Harden
who if possible is a bigger fool than McCook notwithstanding his inferior rank.
was also firing thirty pound Parrotts from Fort Reno at the same sharpshootersI think Harden had a hundred pounder which he discharged occasionally I was
glad to notice that the fifteen inch mortars had not yet been brought into use-A
vigorous artillery fire was also kept up from Fort Slocum at the woods in which
McCooks second body of rebel sharpshooters were established-General Hardin
was also positive that the rebels had constructed a work thirty five hundred yards
distant in his front but I think that it exists nowhere but in his imagination-No
reconnoissance had been undertaken from our lines- nor had any skirmishers
been pushed forward to any considerable distance-Indeed until Wright reached
the scene yesterday evening McCook had had no skirmishers out at all but had
allowed the rebel sharpshooters to get up near line and pick the men off at the
embrasures of the fort- Along this part of the lines there was no general commander-no real knowledge of what was in the front- nothing but wild imagination and stupidity-From what I can hear the same system reigns throughout
the whole length of the lines-ftfi6 I do not e.icaggerate in the least when I say
that such a la.mentable want of intelligence energy and purpose was n ever before
seen in any command-I cannot learn that Augur has personally visited any part
of the Hoes-and I sure that be knows as little respecting them as I did be-fore I
went out-Indeed the Secretary has very sharply reprimanded hlm for bis want
of attention to his duties-Halleck .seems to be about as well informed as Augur
and I judge that be contributes quite as much as the latter to the prevailing confusion & ineftkiency The testimony of those best informed says that Hallecks
mind has been seriously impaired by the excessive use of liquor and that as
general thing it is regularly muddled after dinner every day-Of the sixth corps
92 16 men a:re reported as having arrived since 5 P. M yesterday- Of the 19th
Corps none have come on except a single ship load which I reported last nightW e huve no newsuom any part of the country later th.an three (8) P. M. today
when the wires were cut between here and Baltimore Up to that time nothing
had been recd from Sherman nor anything from Ord beyond the fact of his assuming command-The militia of N York and Penna Cannot be got towards the
seat of action in any considerable numbers before Saturday or monday next-The
reports of the approach of Longstreets Corps given i,n my last despatch to Genl
Grant still continue though we have no new evidences of their truth-The fact
however that the rebels still remain between Washington and Baltimore and have
even moved further towards our right seems to indicate a reliance ~ upon
reinforcements from some quarter The only troops here that can be counted
upon for real fighting outside of the fortifications are Wrights two divisions and
the eight hundred men of the 19th Corps- The dismounted cavalry sent up from
the Anny of the Potomac are generally worthless The detachments being for
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the most part without their field officers-Of course you will understand that
this despatch is intended for your eye and that of the General alone" Telegram
received, USG 3; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
At 10:00 P.M.1 Maj. Gen. Edward 0 . C. Ord, Baltimore, telegraphed to
USG. "R Road bridge at gunpowder only slightly damaged can be repaired in
three days. rebel cavalry between Beltsville and JA4l!legteB Laurel have torn
up the R. Road-1.atwe! guard at Laurel and Anapolis Junction have fallen back
-the latter to Annapolis by order-York R Road cut-1 have no reliable cavalry
and the rebels under Gilmor and Bradley Johnson have raided in the last few
days to within five miles of this city-the citizens temporarily armed I can not
send out as they stampede I want two or three field Batteries or Seige Howitzers
-and ammunition for them-have but few guns mounted have in conjunction
with the governor called for ( 10000) ten thousand militia to complete and man
works-Gen} Ricketts division reduced to 24,88-aggregate-Averells Cavalry
(4000) four thousand reported tu have b[een] in Frederick on the 10th" ALS
(telegram sent), ibid.; telegram received (on July 13), ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 247-48. On July 13, Col. John W. Shaffer,
chief of staff for Maj. Gen. Benjamh:1 F. Butler, wrote to Rawlins. "From pas•
sengers from Baltimore I gather the following: Hunter is at Martinsburg. We
hold Hagerstown. The force of enemy operating around Baltimore is principally
cavalry, said to be about 8,000. There is said to be 15,000 rebels at Silver Spring,
within seven miles of Washington. I can't learn that the rebels have shown any
disposition to attack our works, either at Baltimore or at Washington. I would
say that there is no earthly danger of the .rebels getting into either city, but they
will do much damage around them, and get large supplies, but it won't hurt any
to stir the natives up in that neighborhood. The Baltimore paper puts the entire
rebel force at 45,000, and -says that Longstreet is at Gordonsville advancing with
another column. Telegraphic communication between Washington and Baltimore cut. I can1t see anything like reasonable ground for believing that Long•
street is at Gordonsville, or that the enemy are so numerous as estimated above.
I will let you know should I get any further information." !bit!., pp. 258-59. On
the same day, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock \\>Tote to Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel.
''Rebels have cut Philadelphia R. R porth of Baltimore capturing two trafos of
passengers, Gen. FrankHn among other officers. Have destroyed much private
property outside of Washington and have been firing at one of the forts with
artillery but at last reports had made no attack. They are on the Rockville side
of the city. Latest despatch was 11 a. m. yesterday. Nothlng official from Hunter" ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of
the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3,218.
1. On July 12, 4:35 P.M., Brig. Gen. William H. Emory, Fort Monroe.,
telegraphed to USG. "I have reached here with the advance of the two Divisions
of the 19th Army Corps, and received orders to go to Washington, and shall
start tonight. It will be one wee}c before the rear of the column gets here.. Col.
Schaffer will continue to report the ships, with the number 0£ troops as they arrive." Copy, DNA, RG 393, 19th Army Corps, Letters Sent. O.R., I, uxvii, part
2, 243; ibid.,,I, xi, part 3,206. At 11: 00 A.M., 4: 15 P.M., and 5:20 P.M., Shaffer
telegraphed to Rawlins. "The Steamer 'Clinton' with 800 men and Steamer
'Corinthian' with 300 men just arrived from New Orleans and will proceed at
once to Washington" "Steamer St Marys has just arrived from New Orleans-
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with 6'15 men & gone to Washington" "Creole from New Orleans with 600 and
Mississippi with 1000 men have arrived and started for Washington" ALS
(telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point. Va July 13, 12. m 1864
MAJ

GENL HALLECK

CHJEF OF STAFF

D. C.
Summaryof evidence gathered from deserters, scouts &Cavalry
reconnoissance by Gregg on our left show that none of Hills or
Longstreets Corps have left our front 2 brigades (Lane's 1 &
McGowans 2 ) of Willcox Div Hills Corps are on north side of
James in Fosters 3 front, 2 brig. (Tbomas 4 & Scales 5 ), same divisn
same Corps are between Walthall and Appommottox.
Pickets Div in Butlers immediate front and deserters say
Davis 6 brig of Heath 7 Div Hills Corps is in reserve in rear of
Pickett.8
Gregg ascertained by reconnoissance, that Fitz Lees O Div &
Bowen10 Brig Cavalry are at Reoms Station entrenched, and the
Citizens say some infantry though he found no other evidence of
infantry.
Mahones 11 Division Hills Longstreets Corps is in front of 5th
Corps. 12 Evidence of this seems positiv[e.] Deserters from Mohones Div (Florida Regitnts ) say that Heaths division has returned to its old position in reserve
Its movement seems to have been made down the Rrul Road
fearing Wright was· moving in that direction but finding it did
not it has returned 13 Progress of Works good as could be expected under such hot sun. Very little picket firing yesterday
US GRANT
LtGenl US A
WASHINGTON

Copy (telegram sent), OClWlli; telegram received (on Joly 14, 1864, 12: 15
.xxxvii, part 2,

.u,'{,) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) . O.R., I,
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.257; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 207. On July 12, 11:45 P.M.1 Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "At the request of Genl Canby Genl Reynolds was appointed to command of the 19th corps. I presume, however, that he will command only what remams on the Miss. Genl Gillmore is appointed temporary
commander, of the portion that may ar,rive here. Genl Ord has been appointed to
command the 8th corps & troops in the middle Dept in place of [G]enl Wallace.
I think the matter of a permanent commander of the 10th corps should be delayed till present difficulties are over. The order respecting Genl Butler & the
18th corps was made precisely to carry out your views as expressed in your letter
& telegram. If not satisfactory please make for the Adjt Gen! a draft of one that
will embrace exactly 1vhat you desire. Only about half of the 6tb corps has
landed & only one transport of the 19th corps. Till more arrive & are organized
nothing can be done in the field. I think, however, that Washington is now
pretty safe, unless the forces in some pnrt of the entrenchments, and they are by
no means reliable being made up of all kinds of fragments, should give way, before they can be reinforced from other points. A line thirty seven miles in length
is very difficult to guard at all points with an inferior force. The forces. in our
front seem to be those previously named. Prisoners & citizens say that parts of
Hills & Longstreets corps are expected. If this be true the enemy in your front
must be very weak indeed. Nothing heard of Hunter. The breaking of the wires
to Baltimore &: Harrisburg has cut off all communication with him & with Genl
Howe at Harpers Ferry. It seems to be the impression here that the enemy is
massing his forces to attack us tomorrow. The boldness of his movements would
indicate that be is stronger than we supposed." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108 1
Lettel'S Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 221-22; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 175. On July
13, 3:00 P.M. and 4:00 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. ''There was some
skirmishing in front of the works last evening by the 6th corps in which our loss
is reported about three hundred. A few men in the trenches were picked off by
rebel sharpshooters. The enemy fell back during the night on the Rockville road,
and Genl Wright moves out to-day on River road towards Edward's Ferry. He
numbers only about ten thousand effective, & the 19th corps only Six hundred &
fifty. Genl Emory with thirteen hundred more i.s just arriving & another vessel
aground down the river has eleven hundred. It is believed that the enemy will
make for Edward's Ferry'lllld Wi;ight is directed on that point. He may be able
to attack their rear, but is too weak to fight their main body. It is possible that
this retreat has resulted from Hunter's approach, but we hear nothing of him. It
js to be regretted that the 19th corps arrives too late to assist the 6th. The most
·reliable estimates we can get of the enemy's force it numbers from 23 to 25
thousand exclusive of cavalry. They state that a part of Hill's corps, is coming to
reinforce them, & that without them they would have captured Washington if
the 6th corps had not arrived." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 1071 TelegrlUils
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (incomplete) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2,
251-58. "Your telegram of 12 P. M yesterday is just recieved. Gen! Wright had
already been assigned to the command of the troops to go to the field. I have
telegraphed to Gen! Ord as you directed. He reports Rickett's Division to be reduced to an aggregate of 2488. Tne only other force he bas is five hundred
colored, two hundred sailors, three thousand militia & a body of armed cifuens.
The remains of Ricketts division are ~e only forces that can take the field. I
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telegraphed you this morning the number of available troops here for the field, &
also the most reliable estimate of enemy's strength. Nothing whatever about
Hunter." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegtam received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108,
Lettez,s Received. O.R., I, nxvii, part 2, 258; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 207.
1. James H. Lane, born in Va. in 1833, graduated from Virginia Milita_ry
Institute (1854) and the University of Virginia (1857), then taught at VMI
and other schools before the Civil War. Entering the war as maj., 1st N. C., he
was appointed brig. gen. as of Nov. l, 186·2 .
2. Samuel McGowan, born in S. C. in 1819, graduated from South Carolina
College (1841 ) and became a lawyer-politician in Abbeville, S. C. As col., 14th
S. C., he served in the brigade of Brig. Gen. Maxcy Gregg, whom he succeeded
in command with the rank of brig. i:ren. as of Feb. 20, 1863.
3. Robert S. Foster, born in Ind. in 1834, worked in a store before beco!ll•
ing capt., 11th Ind., as of April 22, 1861, rising to col., 13th Ind., as of April SO,
1862. Appointed bcig. gen. as of June 12, 1863., he co.mm.anded a brigade near
Charleston, S. C., under Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore and later served as chief
of staff for Gillmore in the Anny of the James. In June, 1864, he led a brigade
which seized Deep BQttom, Va.
4. Edward L. Thomas, born in Ga. in 1825, graduated from Emory College,
served in the Mexican War, and was a Ga. planter before the Civil ,var. Col.,
35th Ga., and brig. gep. as of Nov. 1, 1862, he served throughout the war in
the Army of Northern Va., and commanded a brigade in Wilcox's div. in July,
18641.
5. Alfred M. Scales, born in N. C. in 1827, educated at the University of
North Carolina, was a lawyer-politician in N. C. and U.S. Representative (185759) . He enlisted as a private in the Civil War and rose to col., 13th N. C., before appointed brig. gen. as of June 13, 1863. Still recovering from a severe
wound received at Gettysburg, Scales commanded a brigade in Wilcox's div. in
July, 1864.
6. Joseph R. Davis, born in Woodville, Miss., in 1825, educated at Miami
University, was a lawyer-politician in Miss. before entering C.S.A. service as
capt. He later served on the staff of his uncle, Jefferson Davis, which raised
charges of nepotism concerning his appointment as brig. gen. as of Sept. 15,
1862. USG accurately described bis position in July, 1864.
7. Henry Heth, boro in Va. in 1825, USMA 1847, resigned from the U.S.
Army as of April 25, 1861. Appointed C.S.A. brig. gen. as of Jan. 6, 1862, and
maj. gen. as of Oct. IO, his div. took heavy losses at Gettysburg, and Heth won
little reputation as a soldier. His previous acquaintance with USG is discussed in
James L. Morrison, ed., The Memoirs of Henry Heth (Westport, Conn., 1974),
pp. 111-12, 113-14, 198.
8. On July IS, 1864, 10:30 A. M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed
to USG. "We have in front of us here, from W althall Junct.ion to the Appomattox
Thomas' and Scales' Brigades of Wilcox' Division of Hill's Corps and in front
of Gen. Foster upon the North side of the James are Lane's and McGowan's
(now Conner's) Brig of the same division 8t Corps making the whole of Wilcox
Division present bere In the rear of Picketts Division which is in my immediate front a deserter states Davis Brigade of Heth1s Division of Hill's Corps to be
stationed acting as a reserve Brigade-From all the information I can get 1 do not
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believe for a moment that any of Hill's Corps have gone North"' LS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid. D.R., I , xi, part 3, 217. On the same day,
Butler transmitted to USG a signal message of 4:00 P.M. "Ten (10) cars partly
loaded with troops and two pieces of artillery just passed the Railroad JunctiQD
towards Petersburg-" Copies, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N . C., Telegrams Sent. D.R., l, xi, part
3,218.
9. Fitzhugh Lee, born in Va. in 1835, USMA 1856, nephew of Robert E .
Lee, resigned from the U.S. Army as of May 21, 1861. Appointed C.S.A. brig.
gen. as of July 25, 1862, he commanded a brigade of cav. which won a victory at
Kelly's Ford ( March 17, 1863) and performed ably at Chancellorsville. Promoted maj. gen. as of Aug. 3, hls div. was at Ream's Station when USG wrote.
10. A garbled reference to Thomas L. Rosser, born in Va. in 1836, USMA
1861, who commanded the 5th Va. Cav., before appointment as brig. gen. as of
Sept. 28, 1863.
11. William Mahone, born in Va. in 1826, graduated from Virginia Military Institute (1847), and was active in engineering work with Va. railroads
before the Civil War. As col., 6th Va., he commanded the Norfolk district, and
later a brigade in the Army of Northern Va. although he was not nominated as
brig. gen. until Feb. 11, 1864.
12. On July 13, 10:30 A,M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. "I have nothing particular to report beyond what was contained in special
despatches, of the transactions during t he past .24,, hours.-Greggs cavalry was
withdrawn last night to Lee's mills-from whence he pickets towards Reams Stn.
& along the R. Rd to the left of the army-I deem it proper to retain him there
for the present w as he obtained undoubted evidence &om prisoners that Fitz
Lee's division & Rosser's brigade of Cavalry were at the station.-He could hear
nothing of infantry beyond the reports of citizens who stated that Hills Corps
was at the station supporting the cavalry-This probably meant Heths division
which from other sources we had reason to believe was on the R. Rd. guarding
it & supporting the cavalry There appears to be no doubt that up to noon
yesterday & even later Mahone's division of Hills corps was in front of the 5th
corps.- The preparation of batteries in front of the 5th corps & 9th corps & the
running of the gallery for the mine, made good progress yesterday notwithstandig the excessive heat-The engineers have established a depot at a convenient point and are collecting gabions & other material for operations The
heavy guns will soon be put in position in front of the 5th Corps, and an effort
made to silence the fire of the batteries in the salient on the plank road-In the
mean time the enemy is busily employed strengthening his line, and can be seen
preparing another one in rear of the one now occupied.-" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG S93, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. D.R., I, xl, part 3,208. At 11:00 A,M.,
Meade telegraphed to USG. "I propose with your permission visiting you at City
Point today unless you are going to be away from your Hd. Qrs-" ALS (tele•
gram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Ri>
ceived; copy, ibid., Letters Sent. The start of a reply exists in USG's letterbook.
"I shall remain" Copy, DLC-USG, V, 67.
LS. At 11:SO A,M., Mende wrote to USG. "The above dispatcb forwarded
for your information. It proves Hill's two divisions are still in our front. It con-
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firms the movement of Heth previously reported, and is in conformity with

Gregg's report that he could find no infantry at Reams'. 1 now think the enemy
having heard of Wright's movement sent Heth to Reams' to meet an attack on the
road, which not being made, he was brought back; or he may have gone to guard
returning trains." O.R., I, xl, part S, 210. The enclosure contained the information USG reported to Halleck. Ibid., pp. 209-10.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 13 1864.
To GEN BUTLER.
Please inform Capt Smith,1 of tbe Nary, that the rebels have
placed a battery at Wilcox landing &: request him to send a gun
boat or two down to dislodge them. The difficulty in landing troops
there I presume will render it useless to send any down but if you
think a speedy landing can be effected &: can spare the troops you
may send down a regt. I think no greater force necessary. They
would be under the protection of Gunboats if the enemy were found
superior to them. H any troops are sent, instruct them to destroy
as much of the crops as they can but to keep out 0£ the houses.
U.S. GRANT. Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 7:20 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part S, 217. On July 13,
1864, 7:50 P.M., Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. ''Gen Butler
is absent out on the line. He has already directed Gen. Graham to dislodge- the
Rebels at Wilcox landing I have no doubt it will be done-In view of this fact
do you wish me to communicate [yo]ur dispatch to Capt Smith" ALS ( telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 393,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. D.R., I, xl, part S, 217. On the same day,
USG telegraphed to Weitzel. "It is not necessary-A Gun Boat has been sent
from here" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copy, DNA, RG 94,
Will' Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers. D.R., I, xl, part 3, 218. On the same day, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
trwismitted to USG a message from Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham reporting
that the C.S.A. battery had gone. Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams
Sent. D.R., I, xl, part S, 221.
1, l\.felancton Smith, born in New York City in 1810, enteted the U.S. Navy
in 1826, was promoted to capt. as of July 16, 1862, and commanded the U.S..S.
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Mississippi in Rear Admiral David G . Farragut's Mississippi River campaign.
On June 21, 1864, he was assigned to command the U.S.S. Onondaga on the
James River, and on July 14 commanded gunboats fired upon by a C.S.A. battery near Malvern Hill. O.R. (Navy), I, x, 175, 268-69.

To Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord
City Point July 13th/64.
MAJ. GEN. ORD, BALTIMORE,
I have ordered four batteries to you. They are now embarking.
I will send Gel. Comstock IJabcock t~ yeti an Engineer officer for
temporary duty with you. Send bim back as soon as his services
can be dispensed witl1.

U. S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CtY; telegram received (marked as sent at 5:00 P.M.),
Ord Papers, CU-B; DNA, RG 393, Middle Dept. and 8th Army Corps, Telegrams Received (Press) . O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 294. On July 13, 1864, Capt.
Ely S. Parker wrote to Col. Charles H. Tompkins, art. brigade, 6th Army Corps.
"You will please take four of Your Batteries (2 Batteries of rifled guus and 2
Batteries of Smooth bore guns) and proceed without delay to Baltimore Md. reporting to Maj Gen E. 0. C. Ord Com'd'g, Middle Department for duty. You will
accompanny the Batteries in person." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA,
RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., 1, xuvii, part 2, 294,, On the same day, Brig. Gen.
Johrt A. Rawlliis telegraphed to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams. "Please order Capt
Turnbull of the Engineer Corps, to report in person immediately to these Head
quarters for temporary assignment to duty at Baltimore. It is desirable that he
should leave here for Baltimore thi[s] evening. Hence the request for the order in
Gen'l Meades absence" Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 61; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, :JOOCvii, part 2,294. On July 15, 1:30 P.M., Capt. Charles N.
Turnbull, Baltimore, telegraphed to USG. "l find Gen[l) Ord has gone to Washington. Sha[ll] I follow hun up or return to the Army of the Potomac." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same
dny , USG telegraphed to Turnbull. "You were sent to Baltimore to l;:iy out and
complete its defences, and more esspecially to connect the works al!ready constructed by lines of rifle pits. You will not leave Baltimore until all this work has
been laid out then if Your services are no longer required there, You will return
and report to Gen. Meade for further duty." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 591 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 346.
On July 14, 2:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to Ord. "Push out all the force you
can Md make the enemy develope himself if in your front. If gone follow with
as much strength as you can having proper regard for the safety of the City."
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received, Ord Papers, CU-B; DNA,
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RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as received July 15, 7:20
A,"'•• in 0.R.1 I, xxxvii, part 2, 322. On the same day, Ord telegraphed to USG.
"The rebels have disappeared from between be:re and Washington; The four
Batteries -f4r MQf- will µot be wanted-I am ordered to Washington with my
force. Leave t-0-day." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xnvii, part 2, 322.
On July 15, 3:00 .l'.M., USG telegraphed to Ord. ''Four 4 Batteries of the
6th Corps, Maj Tompkins Commanding, left here yesterday morning for Baltimore. Please order them to retl,ITil at once to this place without debarking"' Telegram received (on July 16, Sil5 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 94, Letters
Received, 765A 1864; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67.
Printed as received July 16, 3:00 P.M., in O.R., I, ;id1 part 3,256.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipber)

City Point Va. July 14th 1864

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON'
For the last few days I have made every effort to ascertain
whether the enemy have further detached to send North. He shows
every where as strong a &ont as he has done from the start and
deserters constantly coming in locate every Division of Longstreet's
& Hill's Corps and Beaurigards forces If any detachments have
been made it has been Brigades and not Divisions and I have no
evidence of even this having been done. I received a communication
from Lee dated the 10th showing his presence at that time hut I
received one dated the 13th from Beaurigard date in answer to one
directed to Lee. This I do not understand. It seetns to me that by
promptly pushing the enemy he can be driven from Maryland with
great loss. Now however it will be necessary to hold force enough
in the City to hold the enemy at bay if he should attack, until reinforcements can be got. I have sent Ord four batteries from here and
will direct him to push out and at least develope the enemy in his
front and drive him if he can. Not being able to communicate with
all the commanders it will be hard to get anything like uoinimity of
action but if they will push boldly from all quarters the enemy will
certainly be destroyed.
If I find further detachments have been sent from here I will
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make a determined push to obtain a firm foothold that will ultimately secure Richmond, and be easily held, and detach all I can.
U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram recei\'ed (sent at 2:00 P.M.), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). Printed as received July 15, 1864,
6: 50 A.M., in O.R., I, xnvii, part 2, 301; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 223.
On July 15, 12:S0 P.M . nnd 6:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck tele•
graphed to USG. "Yours of 2 PM yesterday is just redeved. citizens of Maryland who had intercourse with the enemy in o·ur front say that rebel officers attributed their retreat to their disappointment in the expected cooperation of Genl
Hill's corps; that they could hear nothing of him &: could wait no longer lest
Hunter should come up. Wright's advance reached Poolsville last night &: had a
smart cavalry skirmish. As the enemy's main body have nearly twenty four hours
the start Wright can at best only reach their rear guard. The 19th corps, about
4,000 men, have landed in fragments destitute of every thing, but as soon as
supplied have been sent forward. They will reach the vicinity of Edwards Ferry
to-day. Ord's command from Baltimore arrived during the night, & has gone
forward this morning. It is nearly 5,000. Some of Howe's forces were- repo.rted
on the Monocacy yesterday&: may join Wright this morning. We bear nothing
directly from Hunter. Rail road men say Sullivan's command was at Harper's
Ferry yesterday. Gen] Kelley telegraphs from Cumberland that when Hunter left
h e said he intended to strike the enemy's flank, but where or how, he does not
state. Message after message has been sent to him, but no reply bas been recieved. All your instructions have been communicated to Genl Wright & he will
do his best to carry them out; but from the late hour in which forces -fit to take
the field have reached here he will hardly be able to do the enemy much injury.
He is directed to pursue him south, till further instructions are recieved from
you. While writing the above yours of 8 P. M. is recieved. I will telegraph to
Fort Monroe to send no more of the 19th corps here than the fragments of
Emory's divisions still behind. The story about an intended raid on Point Lookout is without foundation, No enemy passed Bladensburg. Rail road communication to Philadelphia will be reopened to-morrow. B & 0 railroad is reported
nearly repaired from west to Harpers Ferry." "From the most reliable information we have been able to collect,~ the raiding force in Maryland consisted
of, 1st Early's corps, reorganized in three divisions, under Rhodes, Gordon &:
Ramseur (Johnsons old), reenforced in Virginia by conscripts &: convalescents
to about 12,000. 2d Breckenridge's corps (a new one) , consisting of two divisions teenforced by all rebel troops at Staunton, Charlottsville, Lynchburg &
in the valley, to about 12,000. 3d The cavalry of McClauseland, Ransom; Imboden, Bradley Johnston, Gillmore&: Moseby. Ransom seems to have had prind-pal co:mmand. Its force is estimated by good observers from 4 to 6 thousand. AU
dismounted men have been remounted on stolen horses. The artillery & trains
have also been supplied with fresh animals. They have between 20 & 30 pieces
of artillery. Some, however, who pretend to have counted them, say they nwnber
much higher. Mnny estimate the entire force at from thirty to forty thousand.
The mass of evidence would make it a little less than the former number. Their
loss at Monocacy & near Silver Spring was considerable, but they say they have
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made it up by volunteers & conscripts. Their captures have not been valuable
except in horses. The foregoing is formed from the most reliable data [ can obtain, and is about the lowest estimate. Some estimates are unquestionably very
exaggerated. I give the organizations Ht ~ in order that you may compare
them with data which you have." ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegrams received, ibid.; ,bid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xJc.xvii, part 2, 329-31. On the same day, USG telegraphed to
the commanding officer, Fort Monroe. "Turn all Steamers arriving from the
south with troops to City Point." Telegram received (press), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I , x..xxvii, part 2, 333.

To Maj. Gen. Henry 1¥. Halleck
City Point 8 p m
July 14th 1864,

MAJ GEN H w HALLECK
CHF OF STAFF

Dispatch from Mr Dana just received indicates the enemy leaving Maryland-If so instructions ought to be sent to Fort Monroe
dil-ecting the 19th Corps as they reach there to be [se]nt hereGenl Ord telegraphs a tumor in Baltimore that the enemy have sent
to Point Lookout to rescue prisoners there 1 This can hardly be
possible in view of the narrow outlet through which they would
have to go through in passing Washington with them-I call your
attention to the rumor however that you may direct the proper steps
if such a thing should be possible-I think it well to notify the
Navy Dept of this that they may [pr]event the possibility of an attempt to cross [the P]otomac in boats

US GRANT
Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies (sent at 3:00 P.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 451 59, (sent at 8:00 P.M . ) 67. Printed as sent at 3:00 P.M.,
.eceived on July 15, 1864, 7:30 A.M., in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 301; ibid., 1, xl1
part 3,224.
1. On July 13, Maj. Gen. Edward 0 . C. Ord telegraphed to USG. "One of
the Staff here has .recieved information which he deems reliable that a force of
rebel cavalry crossed the Rail Road to Washington-between Laurel and Belts-ville with instructions to go to Point Looko~t and :release the rebels confined
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there-Precautions would do no harm-a rebel £orce is reported south of the R
Road near the places named" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegram received (on July 14), ibid., BG 108, Letters
Jleceived. O.R., I, xx:xvil, part 2, 293.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

MAJ. GEN. H. w. HALLECK,

City Point, Va, July 14th 1864

CHIEF OF STAFF OF TifE ARMY,

GENERAL,

It would seem from dispatches just received from Mr. Dana,
Asst. Sec. of War, that the enemy are leaving Maryland.1 H so
Hunter should follow them him as rapidly as the jaded condition
of his men and horses will admit. The 6th & 19th Corps should be
got here without any delay so that they may be used before the return of the troops sent into the valley by the enemy. Hunter moving
up the valley will either hold a large force of the enemy or he will
be enabled to reach Gordonsville & Charlottesville. The utter destruction of the road at, and between, these two points will be of
immense value to us.
I do not intend this as an order to bring Wright back whilst he
is in pursuit of the enemy with any prospect of punishing him, but
to secure his return at the earliest possible moment after he ceases
to be absolutely necessary where he is.2
Col. Comstock who takes this can explain to you fully the situ.~
ation here. The enemy have the Weldon road completed but are
very cautious about bringing cars through on it. I shall endeavor to
have it badly destroyed, and for a long distance, within a few days.
I understand from a refugee that they have twenty-five miles of
track yet to lay to complete the Danville road.
If the enemy bas left Maryland, as I suppose he has, he should
have upon his heels, veterans, "Militiamen, men on horseback and
everything that.can be got to follow, to eat out Virginia clear and
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clean as f a.r as they go, so that Crows flying over it for the balance
of this season will have to carry their provender with them.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.

U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, Illi. 0.R., I , xxxvij, part 2, 300-1; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 223.
1. On July 13, 1864, 10:00 A,M., 1: 15 P.M.1 and 9:00 P,M. (marked as
sent at 11:00 P .M.), Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed to USG.
"The enemy have disappeared along the entire line-McCook reports that the
enemy's pickets in front of Fort Stevens were changed in the night from infantry
to cavalry and that the cavalry departed just before daybreak-Gen Augur reports to Halleck that he has Wrights corps all ready to move in pursuit-should
Halleck so order-cavalry will be sent both in the direction of Baltimore and on
the Rockville road to ascertain which route they have taken-Montgomery Blairs
house was burned by them last night but the house of old Mr Blair still standsThe amount of damage to the R R between here and Baltimore is not yet ascertained-a neighbor of Mr Blairs who made the his way through from Silver
Springs to the city last night says that the rebel force which has been in that
neighborhood was all of cavalry & did not exceed three hundred in number-We
have a report fo;>m Point Look.out that a U. S. Steamer passed that point early
this morning coming in this direction with fifteen hundred troops of the 19th
Corps These will probably arrive here about 6.30 P. M." T elegram received
(July 14), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part.2, 259. "It is
now pretty certain that the rebels have retreated by way of Rockville toward
Edwards Ferry. McCook reports that both Early & Breckjnridge Tet-reeted moved
out iB the ~ ~ Leeeelll'g in the night leaving Rockville at 3 a. m. with
200 waggons & a drove of 2000 cattle. 00 Ninety wounded rebel soldiers & 11
officers were found this morn.i:og in Mr. Blair's house at Silver Spring. McCook
reports that some wounded are also left on the ground .i:o front of Fort Stevens.
Wright with Lowell's cavalry is moving in pursujt by the river roa_d. No news
from Hunter. Our loss by the siege is about 300 killed & wounded. Wright says
his skirmish of last evening was with men of Rode's division. Col. McCallum
sent out to examine the Baltimore & Ohio railroad reports it unhurt." ALS ( telegram sent-misdated July 12), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received (July 14), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.1 I, xxxvii,
part 2, 260. "Since my dispatch of last evening to General Rawlins there have
debarked here of the Sixth Corps 1689 men, and of the Nineteenth Corps 3560
.men. As you will remember eight hundred men of the Nineteenth Corps were
landed on Monday. General Emory has also reported .i:o person, and says that
the remainder of two divisions of bis Corps is close at hand. The head of General
Wright's column passed Fort Reno at five P. M. moving out on the Rockville
road. His force consists of his own two Divisions, and of the troops of the Nineteenth Corps, in all about ~ fifteen thousand men. Colonel Lowell's cavalry,
-w hich is serving with him, amounts to about seven hundred and fifty men.
Wright will move on with all practicable energy, but as yet his command is
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inferior in numbers to the enemy. Orders were sent to General Ord at 4.10 PM.
to move to Washington as soon as he was sa.tis:fied that the enemy left his front,
bringing his troops by rail. General Halleck informed him that all the Evidence
went to Show that the enemy was moving off by Edward's Ferry, and that it was
not probable that any important force remained near Baltimore. Wright has been
assigned to the chief command according to your orders. Of Hunter we know
nothing. Lowell attacked McCausland, who covers the rear of Early's column at
J>eelesviUe. Rockville, at about 5 PM. Lowell charged them with four Companies of his Regiment and a body of dismounted men but found them too strong
to break through He lost about thirty killed and wounded, and brought away
some fifty prisoners beside killing and wounding a number of the enemy. Bis retreat was favored by the dust which co-vered his Banks and prevented McCausland from see.i ng his weakness. The railroad between here and Baltimore proves
to be totally unharmed and trains will be running on it tomorrow morning. The
telegraph between here & Pbiladelphfa is working tonight. The night is bright,
and favorable for maFching." LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
(marked as sent at 11:00 P,M., received July 14) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 259-60. On July IS, 11:00 P.M,, Dana telegraphed to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "Previous to the receipt of the Generals
order a considerable excitement prevailed with reference to the movement to be
made Halleck strenuously opposed sending Wright out and the President was
unwilling to take any responsibility- Senators Wade & Chandler were. nearly
frantic at the impossibility of getting anything done but found the President un•
willing to overrule the obstenate prudence of Gen Halleck The Generals order
however settled the question though I am not absolutely certain that it had not
been determined to send Wright out before the order arrived I ha-ve omitted to
mention in my former despatches that Maj Gen Doubleday was assigned to the
command of the miscellaneous militia of the Dist. who were ordered to garrison
the forts on the other side of the Eastern Branch but I believe neither the General
nor his troops even got into position l=ediately on the approach of the rebs.
to the Bait. & 0. RR Admiral Goldsboro took command at Fort Lincoln ha-ving
under him a squad of Sailors marines and imployees of the Navy which position
he still holds-A number of Brigadier Generals nominated to the Senate for confirmation were not acted upon-Among them were Ferero Shepard Whipple Gillem DeRussey & Wilson-DeRussey & Wilson have been reappointed ·with their
original rank; the others expire by constitutional limitation" Telegram received,
USG3.
2. On July 15, 10:SO P.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to
USG. "Gen Halleck thinks Hupters command very badly cut up by the Lynchburg expedition and that it does not now e.icceed twelve thousand effective men of
all arms ( 12000). It is now at Harpers ferry or between there and Leesburg.
Wright with ten thousand men should be between Eawllf'ds Whites ferry and
Leesburg. Ricketts and what has arrived of the 19th Corps are between Wright
and Washington. orders for Wright & the 19th corps to PeQffil ftB6 comply
with your letter will be issued as soon as Gen. Halleck receives an answer to his
telegram to you of today. It will take three or four days for Wright to get back.
Gen Halleck does not understand your letter sent by me as an order for Wrights
recall and awaits positive orders. He thinks on Wrights return the enemy will
may come back. Wrights orders now are to follow enemy till recalled." ALS
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(telegram sent-misdated June 15, 10:00 P.M.) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 331; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 253.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
City Point July 14th/64
MAJ. GEN. BUTLER,
I received this morning a communication from Beaurigard,
of date the 13th, in answer to mine of the 8th inst. addressed to
Gen. Lee. On the 10th Gen. Lee answered one of the day before
but not answering the other himself I fear he may have gone North
tiling more force with him. Have you any infonnation of Lee's
presence about Petersburg later than the 10th obtained from deserters or refugees?
U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received, DLC,Benjamfo F. Butler.
O.R., I, :a:xvii, part 2,302; ibid., I, xl, part 3,245. On July 14, 1864, 3:30 P.M.,
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "I have made all investigation possible since receiving yolll' telegram and I can learn nothing of Lee's
where abouts-Day before yesterday Pickett refused receiving any communication unless sent from Gen Grant to Gen Lee-Whea: he retumed the letter to you
yesterday a note was forwarded to me that my communication would be received,
but the answer of Ould obvfated the necessity of sending-The communication
about Jaquess and Gilmore evidently went before the War Dept at Richmond
which may account for the delay of that without the necessity of supposing Lee
absent-I will ~ endeavorHtg to bee advise you of anything more upon this
subject" LS (telegram sent), DNA, HG 94, Wax Records Office, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 302; ibid., 11 xi, part 3, 245.
On the S!lDle day, Butler wrote to USG. "Assuming that this position in the
peninsula of Bermuda Hundreds will not be abandoned at least dW'ing the war
whatever may be the necessatiess of operations or the results of movements elsewhere, and specially in view of operations on the south side of Richmond, 1 take
leave to suggest to the Commanding General the propriety of constructing a
railroad from the landing at Bermuda Hundreds to our front. The route is very
practicable and I will have it run out. 'Whenever we advance the road can be
easily carried forward and make a junction with the Petersburg road. There is
iron enough for the purpose at Norfolk and Fortress Monroe, and while we are
remaining here the road might be easily built by a force detailed from the
Hundred days men, the timber for ties being directly along the road. I observe
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that owing to the contraction of space for wharf room at City Point between the
ravine and the Appomattox: it is impossible to get wharfage enough there to
land all the supplies so that large sums are being expended for demurrage, although the vessels lay s~ ( 6) or seven ( 7} deep along the whole extent of wharf.
The wharves at Bermuda Hundred need not be more than Fifty ( 50) feet in
width to get the deepest water and the entire expense of putting them in order and
constructing the railroad, to the United States, would be saved by one weeks
necessary demurrage as it exists at present Of course in this I mean no criticism
upon General Ingalls who seems to be doing the best he can in the space. he occupies I am aware of the cost of labor for loading and unloading stores from
vessels, but as we advance I trust we shall be able to obtain that labor at a cheap
rate-We should have had a surplus of it here if Kautz and Wilsons return had
not been interrupted with the negroes they were bringing in with them It is
quite possible that hereafter, at some central point it may be necessary to make
a depot for the recruitment and disciplining of negro troops in the necessity of
garrisoning the southern country-For that purpose I know no better point than
this-Healthy, easily defended, good waier, plenty of wood and easy of access,
a garrison which should control Richmond Petersburg, and all the country east
of the Chowan river, and therefore Norfolk Portsmouth and Suffolk, might be
most conveniently located here. Besides there will be land enough here for the
safe location of a large colony of freedmen Indeed, if the war should proceed
further south and last any time, I do not see why this would not be as convenient a, location as any for prisoners with the negroes on hand to guard them.
I venture to submit these suggestions to the attention of the Cominanding General~'; LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters "Received. O.R., 1, xl, part 3, 246.-47.
AJso on July 14, Butler wrote to USG. "I know how difficult it is for gentlemen in high positions to get the exact opinions and thoughts of friends or foes.
For myself, I am always glad to do so. From the feeling of grateful recognition
of your kindness to me I send you the inclosed letter. It was never intended for
your eye, and was written by a devoted and warm-hearted officer of mine and a
sincere friend and admirer of yours. He is a good politician, and I know sincerely
and truly wishes the success of yourself, and therein the success of the country.
He gives these things, as he sees them, fo:r my guidance. I cannot presume to have
a solemn talk with you, but I think you should get the ideas of my friend, and
with the e.x:ceptlon of the manner of their expression many of them are my own;
therefore pardon the expression; they are those of a warm-hearted, rough Westem man, and are honest and true convictions. Permit me here to say that I de-sire to serve you, not in this only but in all things. My future is not in the
army; yours is. Our paths can never cross, therefore amid all the sel-tishness of
life I can see no reason why I cannot always subscribe myself as I do now, Most
truly, your friend," Ibid., p. 247.
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To Maj. Gen-. George G. Meade
City Point July 14th 1864

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
There is no chance now of getting any more horses for the
Cavalry for at least two weeks. This will be to long a time to wait
before ma.king another raid upon the enemy's communications.
You may notify Sheridan to get ready at the earlyest practicable
day. I will order Kautz to report to him with his available Cavalry.1
The Cavalry will require a fair start with Infantry supports after
which they should go on extending their raid upon the roads into
North Carolinga as far as Welden. I do not think they should attempt to return immediately here but should get back to the James
River below or might even find it better to go into Suffolk and work
their way up slowly to the Anny. A pontoon train will be necessary
to carry out this programe.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OCIWHi; telegram received (at 10:00 A..M.), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl,,part 3,224. See foll0V1-ing telegram.

1. On July 14, 1864, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler.
"I shall have an effort made by the 16th to cut the Rail Roads again this time
far to the South-please direct Kautz to report to Sheridan in person totnorow
for directions & to accompany the expedition with all of his force that can be
spared-sheridan has or will receive his instructions by morning" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 451 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part S, 246.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point Va July 14th, 1864

.MAJ GEN MEADE
Please direct your Engineer Officers to demolish all works
built by the enemy and now in rear of our lines. Of course this will
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not include any turned to face the enemy and now used by us, nor
will it be well perhaps to destroy those in full view of the enemy. If
you will send your Engineer Officers to direct what works should be
leveled in rear of the 18th Corps I will order Gen Martindale 1 to
destroy them.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; Meade
Papers, PHi; ViU. Printed as sent at 12:S0 P.M. in O.R., I,~, part S, 224. On
July 14, 1864, 2:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG.
"Your despatches in relation to proposed raid & the destruction of enemy's works
have been received-Orders have been sent to Sheridan to prepare his command
& report when they will be ready.-Two divisions of the 2d. Corps will be put
this afternoon on the work of. levelling the enemys old work:s,J> ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received;
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part S, 224-25.
On the same day, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen, Benjamin F. Butler. "I have
directed such of the rebel works around Petersburg as are in our rea.T & not used
by us by us to be leveled. Gen Weitzel being unwell I have directed Gen Meade
to send his Engr officers to designate those in rear of the 18th Corps to be
leveled & gle Gen Martindale to have them so leveled." Telegram received,
DLC-Benjamin F . Butler; copies, DLC-tJSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108,
Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 246. Also on July 14, USG telegraphed to
Brig. Gen. John H. Martindale. "I have directed Gen Meade to destroy, by leveling, such of the works captured from the enemy as are of no use for our defense,
in the rear of his line, and to send his En,gineer to point out such in rear of the
18th Corps as should be leveled. Please order such work as the Engineer Of.
ficers may designate to be executed" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA,
RG 108, Letters Sent. OR., I, xi, part 3, 249.
1. John H. Martindale, born in N. Y. in 1815, USMA 1835, went on leave
after graduation and resigned from the U.S. Army as of March 10, 1836, then
pursued a: career in law. Appointed brig. gen. as of Aug. 9, 1861, he served in
the Peninsular campaign, then as military governor of D, C. until May, 1864,
when he joined the Army of the James. Briefly in command of the 18th Army
Corps (July 1- 22 ), his ill health led to a leave of absence followed by resignation.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 14th/ 64

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
If Sheridan succeeds in getting to Welden, or near there, I did
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not suppose he would be able to get to the Danville road. If be
could however, and could follow the road up to Danville and south
of it making the destruction of both roads sufficient to last for a
month or two it would be a good thing. In starting out such parties
a wide discretion roust be given to commanding officers. I see from
Atlanta papers that they look upon the loss of that place as probable but congratulate themselves that Shennan could not stay a
month if he had it. Intimation seems strong that Johnston will fall
back to Macon, where he thin[k]s he will not be followed for some
time, and detach largely to join Lee's Army to drive us back when
they can fall upon Sherman with an overwhelmning force. To cut
both roads far south therefore will be a great help to us.
I think Sheridan should simply be informed fully of the importance of complete and extended destruction of the enemy's roads
and be Left to execute it in his own way and with discretion to return in his own time, with authority even to go into New .Bern if
he deems safety requiring it.
The object of an Infantry force is to give him a fair start
beyond reach of the enemy's Infantry. If a Corps can get on the
rail-road between the rebel Cavalry and Infantry that would be
sufficient. they might remain one day, destroying road if not engaged with the enemy and then return moving well to the East in
doing so.
U. s. GRANT
Lt.
ALS (telegram sent), Forbes Magazine Collection, New York, N. Y. Printed as
received at 7:20 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3, ,225. On July 14, 1864, 5: 30 P.M.,
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Sheridan reports he can
have 9000 men ready to start on the 16th-What force of Infantry should accompany him & how far do you think the Infantry ought to go-Do you propose
Sheridan should attempt the destruction of any other road than the Weldon, or
do you desire the Danville & Lynchburgh also both cut?-" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received;
telegram received, ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 225.
Also on July 14, Meade forwarded to USG two reports of information from
deserters, the first at 10: 30 A.M. Ibid., pp. 226-27.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
[July 14, 1864]

The Enemy are leaving Maryland it is supposed by Edwards ferry-Wright is following, but I presume the Enemy will get off,
without punishment, Hunter may hit him but; I doubt it.-The
Baltimore road was not injured, and trains were expected to be
running to day.-Telegrapbic communication was open yesterday
with Philadelphia, it is rumored that Franklin who was captured
with the train at Gunpowder bridge afterwards escaped-I have no
confirmation of the report howe\l'er.U. s. GRANT.
Telegram, copies ( 2), Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as received at 11: 00 P .M. in
O.R., I, xl, part 31 225-26. On July 14, 1864., USG sent an identical telegram
to Maj. Gen. Benjainin F. Butler. Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler.

To Edwin M. Stanton
City Point July 15th/64 [3:00 P.M.]
HoN. E. M. STANTON, SEc. OF WAR,

I regret to learn that Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero was not confinned by the Senate. I hope he will be immediately reappointed
with his former rank. He deserves great credit on this Campaigned
for the manner in which he protected our immense wagon train
with a Division of undisciplined Colored troops and detachments
of dismounted Cavalry, without organization. He did his work of
guarding the trains and disciplined his troops at the same time so
that they come through to the James River better prepared to go
into battle than if they had been at a quiet school of instruction
during the same time. If Ferrero is taken from his Di~. I do not
know how he is to be replaced.
U.S.GRANT

Lt. Gen
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ALS (telegram sent)) OClWlli; telegram received (on July 16, 1864, 'S :00
P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) . O.R., I, xl, part S, 252.
On July 16, 8:55 P.M., Col. James A. Hardie telegraphed to USG. "The Secretary of War directs me to inform you that he has re-appointed General Ferrero
Jo be Brigadier General of Vols to rank May 6 1863, his old date." ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams· Collected (BoUI)d); telegram received,
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, O.R.,
I, xi, part 3, 292. On July 17, USG transmitted this message to Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade. ''The following has this day been received Please Communicate same to Gen Ferrero" Telegram received (undated), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy, Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I,
xl, part 3, 292.

To Charles A. Dana
City Point, Va, July 15th/ 64

C. A. DANA, AssT. SEc. OF WAR,
I am sorry to see such a disposition to condemn a brave old
soldier as Gen. Hunter is known to be without a hearing. He is
known to have advanced into the enemys country, towards their
Main Anny, inflicting a much greater damage upon them than
they have inflicted upon us, with double his force, and moving directly away from our Main Anny. Hunter acted too in a country
where we had no friends whilst the enemy have only operated in
territory where to say the least half many of the populatian inhabitants were are their friends. If Gen. Hunter has made war upon
the newspapers in West Va probably he has done rig.ht. In horswhiping a soldier he has laid himself subject to trial but nine
chances out of ten he has only acted on the spur of the moment
under great provocation. I fail to see yet that Gen. Hunter has not
acted with great promptness and great success. Even the enemy
give him great gre credit for courage and congratulate themselves
that he will give them a chance of getting even with him.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen,
ALS (telegram sent) , OClWBi; telegram received (sent at 8:00 P.M.), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, S32-S3. On July
15, 1864, 10:45 A,M., 11:30 A.M., and 4.:00 P.M., Asst, Secl'etary of War
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Charles A. Dana telegraphed to USG. "General Ords command has not yet
started ft-om here; The night having been consumed in the effort of getting to•
gether wagons, knapsacks, haversacks &c I presume they will get off before
noon Mr. Garrett, President of the B. & 0. RailRoad reports that trains from
the West are now running to Martinsburg Sullivan has arrived at Harpers
"Ferry. Hunters precise whereabouts is not yet known but Garret understands
that he is moving with his forces to get East of the Blue Ridge to cut off the
enemy Hunter appears to have been engaged in a pretty active campaign
against the news papers in West Virginia-We also have Semi-Official reports 0£
his bav-ing horsewhipped a soldier with his ow11 hands It is reported that the
rebels have carried 1700 recruits away with them from Md. Baldy Smith arrived in New York yesterday-No news from Wright this morning." "Our latest
advices indicate that the head of the retreating rebel column has reached Ashbys
gap Wright is not yet at Edwards Ferry-The enemy will doubtless escape with
all his plunder and recruits leaving us nothing but the deepest shame that has
yet befallen us" "Walter McClellan from N. Orleans with 860 men 19th Corps
arrived here 12 30 P m A rail road agent who left S@dy Hook This morning
reports Hunters forces a going to reach Harpers Ferry wednesday evening and
were till this morning crossing river to Pleasant Valley, although footsore &
badly used up One regiment remains at Martinsburg ·and a detachment at Daffield [Duffie/d's] Crook is with the main column A Signal Officer says Enemy crossed large wagon train at Nolans Ferry yesterday morning followed by
the mass of their Cavalry and artillery Another Signal Officer at Sugar-Joa£
Mountain says, they Crossed 400 wagons at Whites Ford the miles below mouth
of the Monocacy yesterday morning moving in direction of Snickers Gap, They
were still Crossing at 11 A. M. according to this officers-Gen Halleck thinks
main body have gone through Snickers & but a small portion through Asbbys
G&p-Halleck estimates the force they have had before Washington at '2 8000 to
30,000 as follows E arlys Corps 3 Divisions, Rhod.es, Gordons, Ramseys [Ramse~r's] 12000 Breckenridges Corps; 2 Divisions 12000-Cavalry and Artillery
4000 to 6000 with thirty Can11on-Halleck thinks they have goe4t 5 or 6000
excellent horses and 2000 poor Cattle-mostly Cows-Ord is ordered to you No
news ft-om Wright" Telegrams received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2-, 331-32. On the same day, 10:00 P.11,1., Dana telegraphed
to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "We have no report from Wright since this
morning, nor from the troops of the 19th Corps !)Or Ricketts & Kenleys since
they passed Fort Reno Mr Ashley M. C. from Ohio tells me confidentially that
in an interview the other day with Gen Butler that officer showed him the order
directing him to repair to Ft Monroe ao.d said be would be damftd if he paid any
attention to it: He did not receive orders from Staff Officers Mr Ashley tells me
also that he found a good deal of discontented and mutinous spirit amongst staff
officers in the Army of the Potomac-a good deal of McClellanism, he says, was
manifested especially by officers of pretty high rank He tells me also that Gen
Meade is universally disliked by officers of every sort" Telegram received, USG
3. Printed as sent by Maj. Thomas T. Eckert in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, SSL On
the same day, Dana wrote to Rawlins. ''I have telegraphed you during the last
week some things which might perhaps have been better said in a letter, but it
seemed important that you should know the interior truth of some matters at
once. I can only say that however severe some of my expressions l'Jlay have
seemed, they have been rather too weakly colered to do justice to the truth. You
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will find that the responsibility for this whole clisgraceful affair will be put upon
the general's shoulders. You did know the truth, but there are not many who
will ever know it as we do, and the inaction of the general toward those who
are really guilty will only confirm the opinion whlch will be made to prevail that
it is his fault. In the first place, it will be said, he is the commander in chief, &
is bound to provide for the whole field of operations. In the second place it was
by his order & request that both Washington & Baltimore have been stripped of
troops, so that when the enemy arrived there was no body but militia to defend
either. In the third place, it was he who sent Hunter to Lynchburg l eaving the
valley open for Early. Fourthly, he does nothing to call Hunter to account for
retreating to the Ohio river whence he could not possibly get his troops up to
interfere with Early's movement. And .fifthly he does not send troops enough to
Washington till it is too late to do any thlng more than begin a useless pursuit
of an enemy whose escape with all his plunder we are impotent to prevent. These
are some of the things which are already beginning to be said & whlch will be
said more & more. I must also tell you that I hear from friends of the general &
of the cause the decided opinion that the ,campaign is already a failure and that
we are worse off, in a worse position & weaker, than we were the day you left Culpepper. Seventy thousand men have been killed & wounded, they say, to produce
this nett result. It is vain to suggest that the failure was caused by Butler's total
incompetency to make the best use of the troops under his command which landed
at City Point on May 5, or that at least 20.000 men have been slaughtered by
Meade's blind, unconsidered, fragmentary assaults at Cold Harbor and Petersburg, assaults even more deficient in all the elements of generalship than Burnside's infamous massacre at Fredericsburg. I say it is vain to say these things, for
the answer is. instant,-'But Grant is the commander, and he neither removes
Butler nor Meade,-he is satisfied with their conduct, and adopts it for hls own.-'
That is true & there is no answer to it. I suppose he will also adopt Halleck's
conduct and give that the benefit of his prelating approval, and so on till the end.
The black & revolting dis honor of this siege of Washington with all its circumstances of poltroonery & stupiclity, is yet too fresh & its brand is too stinging for
one to have a cool judgment regarding its probable consequences; but, as far as
I can now see, they are very likely to be the defeat of Mr Lincoln & the election
of Gen. McClellan to the Presidency, not to mention a thousand other things almost as fatal to the country, which will come in the same concatenation. Possibly Sherman may have the good fortune to end the war in Georgia. God grant
it!-for otherwise I fear it will have to be ended by a younger, more earnest, more
manly & less self complacent race of men than the mental dwarfs & moritl cowards
who h ave the control of it at present. And who can assure us that the nation will
escape the awful dangers which now menace it at every side... . P. S. You may
show this Wilson." ALS, USG !3.
On July 141, 10:15 A.M., 11: 00 A.M., and 10:00 P,M., Dana telegraphed to
USG. ''No news from Hunter, nor do we know where he is. At our last advices he
was yet at Parkersburg. Mr Garrett president B & O. railroad telegraphs this
morning that Sullivan reported himself at Martinsburg on the 11th but that Pillar bridge &: two culverts were destroyed near there rendering it impossible for
him to move HI this eir fartber. Aveill's division 3000 strong reached Parkersburg on the 12th. 1500 infantry & 700 cavalry left that place on the 10th & 11th.
& on the 12th the Q. M. at Parkersburg stated there were 2500 infantry between
that place & Gallipolis. No report whatever respecting Crook & hls division. No
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report from Howe's force on Maryland heights. Monocacy bridge not very badly
damaged." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received (marked as sent at 1: 20 P.M.) , ib·i d., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 2:00 P.M. in 0.R., I, xx.xvii, part 2, so2~s. ''the
rebels carried Franklin from ihe railroad around to randalls town, where he
escaped and was secreted till last night in a house 4 miles from Baltimore pike
a cavalry company went out la.st evening to bring him in. Several naval officers
and 2 army Lieutents are reported as plated [captured] with him I bear nothing about baldy Smith" Telegrrun received, DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2,302. "No additional troops of the 19th Army
Corps have arrived today-The total number debarked is 4400 while Emorys
division alone exceeds Six Thousand Several organizations are still incomplete
The men are pretty badly worn out by their Sea voyage and will dwindle greatly
on a march Gen Ord with Ricketts Division 2488 strong and Kenleys brigade
of the 8th Corps 1500 strong bas arrived here and by the order of the Secy of
War moves out immediately to Wright the necessary transportation being fur.
nished by Gen Auger Ricketts leaves about a thousand men detached as guards
of railroads & elswhere whom he expects to rejoin him-This makes his loss in
the Campaign about fourteen bUIJdred of whom about six hundred were taken
prisoners by the Rebels on the Monocacy Gen Gillmor.e having become cli$abled
Gen Ord is assigned to the Command of the troops of the 19th Corps and Kenleys
Brigade together Nothing more f:rom Hunter Col Chipman has been sent
from the Dep. to hunt him up Augers Cavalry on the South side of the river
captured (5) five men from McCauslands rear-guard who say that their command crossed the Potomac at Muddy Branch yesterday morning having moved
from their camp in front of Washington about 3 PM Tuesday-Breckenridge
moved immediately after them A farmer who witnessed the skirmish between
the Vermont Btigade and Rhodes tB'I'. men on tuesday evening says that at that
time Breckenridges command was already out of sight on its way to the Potomac There seems to be no doubt that Early has got the main body of his
Command across the river with his plunder, what that is, it is impossible to say
precisely General McCook has reported one herd of Cattle as containing two
thousand head and the number of horses & mules taken from Maryland is also
reported by various parties at about about 5000, this however is probably somewhat exaggerated-Our total losses by the seige amount 500 killed and wounded
-The Ir-rigulars in the fortifications here have been withdrawn-Brevet-MajorGeneral Meigs marched bis Division of Q,r. Mrs. clerks and employees into town
this morning & Admiral Goldsboro bas also returned to smoke his pipe on his
own door-step Major General Doubleday I learn is still at his post as commandel' of the Defences east of the East Branch but is without troops" Telegram received (on July 15), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvil,

part 2, 30.'3.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Headquarters Armies of the United States
City Point, Va. Joly 15th 1864.

:MAJ GENL H. W. HALLECK.
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY.
GENERAL;

In view of the possible recurrence of the late raid into Maryland, I would suggest the following precautions to be taken.
First, there should be an immediate call for all the troops we
are likely to require.
Second; Washington City, Baltimore, and Harpers Ferry
should be designated as schools of instruction, and all troops raised
east of the state of Ohio, should be sent to one of these three places
as fast as raised. Nashville Decatur and Stevenson, should also be
named as schools of instruction and all troops raised in Ohio and
west of it, should be sent to these. By doing this we always have the
benifit of our increased force and they in turn improve more rapidly
by contact with veteran troops. To supply Sherman, all the rolling
stock that can possibly be got to him should be sent. An effort
ought to be made to trans£er a large portion of the stores now at
Nashville, to Chattanooga. This might be facilitated by withdrawing for a while the rolling stock from the Nashville and Reynoldsburg road, and a large part of the stock from the Ky. roads.
There is every indication now, judging from the tone of the
southern press, that unless Johnson is reinforced Atlanta will not
be defended. They seem to calculate largely upon driving out Sherman by keeping his lines of communication cut. If he can supply
himself once with Ordnance and Quartermasters stores, and partially with Subsistence, he will find no difficulty in staying until a
permanant line can be opened with the south coast. The road from
Chattanooga to Atlanta will be much more easily defended, than
that North of the Tennessee. With the supplies above indicated at
Chattanooga, with say sixty days provision there, I think there will
be no doubt but the country will supply the balance. Sherman will,
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once in Atlanta, devote himself to collecting the resources of the
country. He will take everything the people have, and will then
issue from the stores so collected to rich and poor alike. As he will
take all thier stock, they will have no use for grain further than is
necessary for bread.
If the enemy do not detach from here against Sherman, they
will in case Atlanta falls bring most of Johnsons Anny here, with
the expectation of driving us out, and then unite against Sherman.
The will fail if they attempt this programme. My greatest fear is,
of their sending troops to Johnston first.
Sherman ought to be notified of the possibility of a Corps going from here and should be prepared to take up a good defensive
position in case one is sent, one which he can hold against such
mcrease.
If Hunter cannot get to Gordonsville & Charlottesville to cut
the rail-road he should make all the valleys south of the B. & 0.
road a desert as high up as possible. I do not mean that houses
should be burned but every particle of pro~sions and stock should
be removed and the people notified to move out.
I am Gen very respectfully
your obt svt.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
Incomplete facsimile, Parke-Bernet Sale, March 23, 1938; copies, DLCUSG, V,
451 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; ibid., Letters Received. OR., I, :xn:vii,
part 2, 328-29; ibid., I, xxxviii, part 5, 143-44; ibid,, I, :xi, part 3, 252-53.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va July 15th 1864.
MAJ. GEN MEADE.
A dispatch just received from Gen Butler states that a deserter
is just in who says that two Divisions of Longstreets Corps went
south leaving their place in line last Friday.1 Please ask your Pro-
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vost Marshall if he has not evidence to the contrary of this statement. I have a Richmond paper of the 14th which gives the capture
from Gregg at SS men and two officers

US GRANT
Lt Gen.
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (misdated July 14) Meade Papers, PHi; (undated) ibid. Printed as sent on July 15,
1864, 11:00 A ,M., in O.R., I, xi, part 3, 254. On July 15, 1864, Maj. Gen.•
Andrew A. Humphreys telegraphed to USG. "Gen Meade is on the line of works.
There is no evidence in the Provost Marshals Dept of any part of Longstreets
Corps having left Lees army, all the Evidence Concerning it is that fields &
Kershaws Divisions are on this side the river between Hill & BeauregardPicketts Div. on the north side of the Appomattox" Telegrarn received, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Sent; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters
Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at noon in O.R., I, xi, part 3, 254.-55.
On the same day, Humphreys telegraphed to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "Respectfully forwarded- The deserter Informed me that he received the information about the intended movement of Hokes Division from the sick & others of
the Division unable to march who had been sent to Petersburg- He met them
outside the town where Pies Cakes &c are sold to the soldiers." Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Recei"1ed. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 257. The enclosed
report is ibid., pp. .256- 57. Another such telegram from Humphreys to Rawlins
is ibid.1 p. 255.
At 10: 00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade had telegraphed to USG.
''Comparative quiet prevailed along the lines yesterday-Some musketry & cannonading on Genl. Burnsides front by the enemy during the night. Last evening
several deserters came in to the 5th corps, who stated that if three rocKets were
sent up, to indicate they had been well received a large number would come inAfter taking necessary precautions to guard against foul play the three rockets
were sent up, but without any result.-Tbe siege workli, batteries & mine in
front of the 5th & 9th corps are making good progress.-Two divisions of the
2d. corps are employed levelling the enemys old woi:ks in our rear.-Your telegram of yesterday in :reference to the projected cavalry raid, has been sent to
Gen]. Sheridan, as his general instructions, and his views called f_or as to the
disposition of the infantry force sent to support him.-I send per orderly a Rich•
mond paper of the 14th inst, in which they claim taking 93 prisoners & two
commissioned officers from Gregs in the recent reconnaissance of Reruns Stn.
No such report has been made by Gregg, bµt I hav~ called for information.»
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RO 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xl,
part 3,254.
1. July 8. On July 15, 9:45 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed
to USG. "I am inclined to th.ink that 2 Divisions of Longstreets Corps have gone
&om Petersburgh and our front. There has been a change of Pickets in our
front. A deserter from Raygoods Brigade Hoke's Division formerly of Long•
streets Corps but latterly of Beauregards forces says that it is so that they left
last friday or Saturday-But I do not think they have gone to Maryland. It is
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rumored among secesh in Norfolk that Lee is sending troops South.'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N, C., A.rwy
of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 10:00 A.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 268, On the
same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "If you have a regt of hundred day men
out of the line that Can possibly be spared I wish you would send it to City
Point to aid in guard duty over public stores. There is but one small regiment
here for that duty & it is not sufficient with the extent of wharf & quantity of
stores." Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams
Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R.,
I, xl, part S, 269. At 6: 15 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "A Regiment will
be sent as desired tomorrow It is now certain that.Lee is in Petersburgh-Picket
is still in my front Will send to-days Richmond papers" ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept, of
Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part S, 269.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point. Va. July, 15th 1864. [8. p. m.] 1

MAJ. GEN . .MEADE.
Your dispatch of 6 p. m. just this moment received. Since ordering the Cavalry raid we have found that the enemy have left
Maryland and I have sent a Staff Officer to hasten the return of the
6th & 19th Corps. With these we can cover the Weldon road or
make an Infantry movement which will obviate the necessity of a
raid. Under these circumstances you may suspend Sheridans orders
for the present

u. s. GRANT

Lieut Gen'l.
Telegram., copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RO 108, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 256, On July 15, 1864, 6:00 .P.M., Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Genl. Sher-idan is ·here-He fears
that. unless the Infantry accompany him to Welden, that his return will be so
obstructed, as to force him to Newbern, from whence he could only return by
water which would take a very long time. He proposes the joint expedition keep,
ing together the whole time-I think myself this is the surest & safest, course,
but the question arises whether you cm spare the 2d. Corps for so long a period
say Ten days-or whether you deem it judicious to send any less force of infantry thm the whole corps-Your views on these points are respectfully re•
quested.-Genl Sheridan will await here your reply." ALS (telegram sent),
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DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram
received, -ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 255-56,
1. Brackets appear in USG's letterbook.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point Va. July 15th 1864.
MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE,
COMD.GA.P.

GENERAL,
It is necessary that a Ma}. Oen. should be appointed to the
Command of the 10th Corps. I have been thinking of naming Maj.
Gen. Humphreys for the place but did not wish to do so without
first informing you and hearing whether you feel now as you did
some time back about sparing him from his present position. Another thing too l want the Gen. to understand before nominating
him for this Command. The 10th Corps as it now stands, that part
of it semng in the Dept. of Va. & N. C. is very small, and composed
entirely of White troops. In the Dept. however there are a large.
number of Colored troops many of whom are liable at any time to
fall into the 10th either for service or permanently. If the Corps
should be united as it was in the Dept. of the South then too it will
be composed largely of Colored troops. I do not suppose this would
make any difference with Gen. Humphrey's performance of bis
duties, but it might have something to do with his preference for
the Command.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen. Com
ALS, Humphreys Papers, PHi. O.R., l, xl, part 3, 253-54. On July 15, 1864,
4 :00 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Your note in
reference to Tenth Corps was received and referred to General Humphreys while
I was on the lines. The general will take the matter into consideration, and by the
time I return to my l\eadquarters I will advise you of his decision." Ibid., p. 255.
On the same day, Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys wrote to USG. ''You have
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placed me under a double obligation to you. First by proposing to place me in
command of a Corps, and secondly by your considerate kindness in letting me
know fully the circumstances connected with it that might occasion my preference
for the duty I am already engaged upon. I confess that while I have the kindliest
feelings for the negro race and gladly see anything done that promises to ameliorate their condition, yet as they are not my own people, nor my own race, I could
not feel towards negro troops as I have always felt towards the troops I have
commanded, that their character, their reputation, their honor was a part of mine,
that the two were so intimately connected that they could not be separated.
Feeling thus I would prefer not to command such troops, although I trust that
my preferences could never interfere with the performance of duty." ADfS and
ALS, Humphreys Papers, PHi. On July 16, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Six or
seven days ~ago I asked to have Gen. Ord assigned to command of ~ 10th A. C.
but before my dispatch was received in Washington they had assigned him to
the command of 8th Corps and all troops in the Middle Dept. I now receive a
dispatch saying that he is ordered here and probably it is to ~command the 10th
Corps lf so Gen. Humphreys will not be changed from his present place at
present." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as received at 9:40 A.M. in O.R., I, xl, part S, 276.
On the satne day, Humphreys wrote to USG. ''I had written you in reply to your
communication of yesterday to Genl. Meade and bad sent the note, Wfte9 ~
feealled it tipeH when the receipt of your telegram of this morning rendering it
unnecessary l it was recalled. ff. But I cannot allow the occasion to pass without
expressing my appreciation of the double obligation te yett under which you
have placed me, first by proposing to plai;e. give me is the command of a Corps,
and secondly by your considerate kindness in Jettipg me know fully aJl the circumstances connected with that command that might occasion my preference
for the duty I am already engaged upon." ADfS, Humphreys Papers, PHi. See
Henry H. Humphreys, Andrew Atkinson Humphreys.: A Biography (Philade.J.
phla, 1924), p. 241.

*

To Mai, Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City P oint Va July 16th 4.40 p. m. 1864

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, w ASHINGTON

l

There can be no use in Wright following the enemy with the
latter a day e: ahead after he has passed entirely beyond, (south of,)
all our communications. I want if possible to get the 6th & 19th
Corps here to use them before the enemy can get Early back. With
Hunter in the Shenandoah Valley and always between the enemy
and Washington force enough can always be bad to check an invasion until reinforcements can go from here. This does not pre-
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vent Hunter from following the enemy even to Gordonsville &
Charlottesville if he can do it with his own force and such other
improvised troops as he can get. But he should be cautious not to
allow himself squeezed out; to one side so as to roake it necessary to
fall back into Western Va. to save his Anny. H he does have to fall
back it should be in front of the enemy and with bis force always
between the latter and the main crossings of the Potomac. I do not
think there is now any further danger of an attempt to invade
Maryland. The position of the enemy in the West and here is such
as to demand all the force they can get to-gether to save -vital points
to them. This last attempt brought to the field so many troops that
they cannot concieve the possibility of succeeding in capturing any
important point with a force of 30 or even 50,000 men whilst the
main union army is within thirty hours of the Capitol. As soon as
the rebel Army is known to have passed Hunter's forces recall
Wright and send him back here with all dispatch and also send the
19th Corps. H the enemy have any notion of returning the fact will
be developed before Wright can start back.
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), PPRF; telegram received (matked as sent at. 5:00 P.M.j
received on J uly 17, 1864, 6:30 A.M.) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Co1lected
(Bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 350; ibid., I, x.I, part 3, 275- 76. On July 17,
3:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Your instructions
in regard to the return of 6th & 19th corps, & the pursuit by Genl Hunter, have
been transmitted to the latter & to Genl Wright. Genl Hunter reports only about
twelve thousand men for the field; and says, 'I do not think the present force on
the B & 0. R.R. more than one third sufficient for its defence.' You will remember that the hundred days men in West Virginia, at Washington & at Baltimore
begin to go out in about two weeks, and that neither of the northern states
furnished a single man, under the President's call, to defend Washington or
Baltimore. Moreover, the :regiments of the Reserve or Invalid corps calJed ftom
the west to the defence of these places must soon be returned to replace the
hundred days men now guarding depots & camps of prisoners of war. Despatches
recieved yesterday indicate preparations for an insurrection in Louisville & other
parts of Kentuc1..")', I ordered to Louisville two regiments from Nashville, which
Genl Miller says is about one half of bis force. Gen! Burbridge has been directed
to give bis particular attention to Louisville." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; telegram received, ibid.; (incomplete) ibid.,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (datelined 2:00 P .M. ) ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I , XJO{Vii, part 2, 361; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 289-90.
On July 17, noon, Halleck telegraphed to Maj. Gen. David Hunter trans-
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mitting orders based upon USG's telegrams of July 14, 15, and 16. Ibid., I,
xxxvii, part 2, 366. On Dec. 6, Hunter wrote to USG. "I inclose you one of the
telegrams received from General Halleck on the 17th of July, referred t-o in my
last note. You can very readily imagine that the reception of such a dispatch,
after I bad been working hard, .night and day, for two months, would have a
very depressing tendency. When I relieved Sigel I found his command very much
disorganized and demoralized, from his recent defeat at New Market, and the
three generals with it, Sigel, Stabel, and Sullivan, not worth one cent; in fact,
very much in my way. I sµpposed, however, that you were busily engaged with
Lee, and that it was important that I sbould try and create a diversion in your
favor, so I dashed on toward Lynchburg, and should certainly h ave taken it, if
it had not been for the stupidity and conceit of that fellow Averell, who unfortu.
nately joined me at Staunton, and of whom I unfortunately bad at the time a very
high opinion, and trusted him when I should not have done so. As for occupying
all the gaps, so as to prevent the enemy getting between me and Washington, it
was a perfect impossibility; I supposed you were fighting Lee before Richmond,
and that it was all important that I should push on. I was not informed that I
had any thing to do with the defense of Washington, and supposed General
Halleck had made ample provision for this purpose. I hope, general, you will do
me the justice to say that I have done my whole duty, and I beg that you will
give me a command of some kind. If I am not deemed worthy of a corps, give me
a division, a brigade, or a regiment. I have tried to do my whole duty, and if I
have failed, I am much mortified." Ibid., pp. 366-67.

To Maj. Gen. Hlilliam T . Sherman
(Cipher)

City Point, Va, July, 146th1 1864

MAJ. GEN. w. T. S HERMAN, CHA'ITAHOOCHE GA.
The attempted invation of Maryland having failed in to ~
give the enemy a firm foothold North they are now returning with
possibly 25 000 troops. All the men they have here beyond a sufficiency to hold their strong fortifications will be an element of
weakness by eating up their supplies. It is not improbable therefore
that you will find in the next fortnight reinforcements in your front
to the number indicated above. I advise therefore that if you get
Atlanta that you set about destroying rail-roads as far to the E ast
and South of you as possible. Collect all the stores of the country
for your own use and select a point that you can hold until help can
be had. I shall make a desperate effort to get a position here which
will hold the enemy without the necessity of so maoy men. If sue~

JULY

16, 1864

263

cessful lean detach from here for other enterprises looking as much
to your assistance as anything els.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), NNP; telegram received (datelined 10:00 A.M..), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xx..niii, part 5, 149. On July 17,
1864, 11:25 A.rvt., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "In your
despatch of yesterday to Gen. Sherman, l find the following, towit: 'I shall make
a desparate effort to get a position here which will hold the enemy without the
necessity of so many men.' Pressed as we are by lapse of time, I am glad to hear
you say th.is; and yet I do hope you may find a way that the effort sball 11ot be
desperate in the-sense of great loss of life," ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3,289. Lincoln, Works, VII, 444.
On June 18, Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman had written to USG. "I have no
doubt you want me to write you occasionally letters not purely official, but which
will admit of a little more latitude than such documents possess. I have daily sent
·to Halleck, telegraphs which I asked him to repeat to you and which he says he
has, done. You therefore know where we are and what we have done. If our
movemt has been slower than you calculated I can explain the reasons though I
know you believe me too earnest, and impatient to be behind time. My first movemt
against Johnston was really fine, and now I believe I would have disposed of him
at one blow if McPherson had crushed Resacca as he might have done, for then
it was garrisonned only by a small Brigade, but Mc was a little over Cautious
lest J ohnston still at Dalton might move against him alone, but the truth was I
got all of McPhersons Army 23,000, 18 miles to JohnstotJs Rear before he knew
they had left Huntsville. With that single exception McPherson. has done very
well. Schofield also does as well as I could ask with his small force. Our Cavalry
is dwindling away, we cannot get full forage and have to gTaise so that the
Cavalry is always unable to attempt anything. Garrard is over Cautious and I
think Stoneman is lazy. The former has 4300, & the latte.r about 2500. Each has
had fine chances of Cutting in but were easily checked by the appearance of an
Enemy. My Chief source of trouWe is with the Army of the Cumberland which
is dreadfulJy slow. A fresh furrow in a plowed field will stop the whole column,
and all begin to intrench. I have again and again tried to impress on Thomas
that we must assail & not defend. We are the offensive, & yet it seems the whole
Army of the Cumberland is so habituated t-0 be on the defensive that from its
Commander down to the lowest private I cannot get it out of their heads. I came
out without tents and ordered all to do likewise yet Thomas has a HeadQuarter
Camp on the style of Halleck at Corinth, every aid, & orderly with a wall tent,
and a Baggage train big enough for a Division. H e promised to send it all back
but the truth is every body thete is allowed to do as he pleases, and they still
think and act as though the Railroad and all its facilities were theirs. This slowness has cost me the loss of two splendid opportunities which never recur in War.
At D!l.llas there was a delay of four hours to get ready to advance, when we first
met Johnstons head of Column, and that four hours enabled him to throw up
works to cover the head of his column and he extended the work about as fast as
we deployed. Also here, I broke one of hls Lines, and had we followed it up as I

264

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

ordered at day light there was nothing between us & the Railroad back of Marietta, I ordered Thomas to move at day light and when I got to the point at half
past nine I found Stanley & Wood quarrelling which should not lead. I'm afraid
I swore, and said what I should not, but I got them started, but instead of reach•
ing the Atlanta Road back of Marietta which is Johnstons centre, we only got to
a creek to the south of it, by night, and now a heavy Rain stops us, and gives
times to fortify a new Line. Still I have all the high and commanding ground but
the one peak near Marietta which I can traverse We have had an immense
quantity of Rain, from June 2nd to 14th, and now it is raining as though it bad
no intention ever to stop. The enemys cavalry sweeps all round U8 and is now to
my rear somewhere. The wires are broken very often but I have strong guards
along the Road which make prompt repairs. Thus far our supplies of food have
been good, and forage moderate, l\Jld we have fond growing wheat, rye oats &c.
You may go on with the full assurance that I will continue to press Johnston as
fast us I can over come the natural obstacles and inspire motion into a large,
ponderous and slow (by habit) Army. Of course it cannot keep up with my
thoughts & wishes but no impulse can be given it that I will not guide," ALS,
CSmH. O.R., I , =xviii, part 4, 507-8.
On. July 12, Sherman, ''near Chattahooche~ Geo," wrote to USG. ''I have
written you but once since the opening of the Campaign, but I report by telegraph to Halleck daily and he furnishes you Copy. My progress was slower than
I Calculated from two chief Causes, an uninterrupted Rain from June 2, to about
the 22nd, and the peculiar sub-Mountainous Character of the Country from the
Etowah to the Chattahoochee. But we have overcome all opposition and whipped
Johnston in every fight when we were on any thing like fair terms, and I think
the Aony feels that way, that we can whip the Enemy in any thing, like a fair
fight- but he ha.s uniformly taken shelter behind parallels of strong profile, made
in advance for him by Negros &: Militia. I regarded an assault on the 21 of June
necessary for two good reasons. 1st because the Enemy as well as my own Army
had sittled down into the belief that flanking alone was my Game, and 2nd that
on that day & ground, had the assault succeeded I could have broken Johnstons
Centre and pushed his Army back in confusion and with great loss to his bridges
over the Chattahoochee. We lost nothing in morale by the assault for I followed
it up on the extreme r ight & compelled him to quit the very strong lines of Kenesaw, Smyrna Camp. and the Chattahoochee in quick succession. My Railroad &
telegraph are now up, and we are rapidly accumulating stores in Marietta &
Alatoona that will make us less timid about the Road to our Rear. We have been
wonderfully supplied in provisions & ammunition, not a day has a regimt been
without bread and essentials. Forage has been the hardest & we h ave cleaned the
Country in a breadth of thirty rru1es of grain & grass. Now the Corn is getting a
size which makes a good fodder and the Railroad has brought in grain to the
extent of four pounds per animal per day. 1 have now fulfilled the first part of
the Grand plan Our Lines are up to the Chattahoochee & the Enemy is beyond
-Morgan failed in his Kentucky Raid, and we have kept Forest employed in
Mississippi. The defeat of Sturgis was unfortunate, still he kept Forest away
from us, and now A. J, Smith is out witb a force amply sufficient to whip him.
I hear of Slocum at Jack.son Miss. and Canby telegraphs me of a trip from Baton
Rouge, & another against Mobile, so that I am well satisfied that all my people
are well employed. At this momt I have Stoneman down the Chattahoochee with
orders if possible to cross & strike the West Point Road, and Rousseau left De-
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catur the 8th inst with about 5000 Cavalry & no wagons, with orders to make
a bold push for the Railroad between Montgomery & West Point & break it good,
to return to the Tennessee if possible, but if beaded off to make for Pensacola.
The Momt I got Johnston to the Chattahoochee I sent Schofield, to a ford above
and he effected a crossing without the loss of a man, & has two pontoon bridges.
About the same time Garrards Cavalry crossed still above at Roswell factory and
has been relieved by Dodge's Corps, so that I pow cover the Chattahoochee &
have two good crossings well secured., By tonight I will have a third. As soon as
I hear from Stoneman, I will shift all of McPherson to Rosswell, & cross Thomas
about 5 miles above the Railroad bridge & move against Atlanta, my Left well
to the East to get possession of the Augusta Road, about Decatur, or Stone
Mountain. I think all will be ready in three days. I will have nearly 100 000 men.
I feel certain we have killed & crippled for Johnston, as many as we have sent
to the Rear. have sent back about 6 or 7000 prisoners-taken 11 Guns of Johnston & about 10 in Rome,-have destroyed immense iron, cotton & wool mills and
have possession of all the nitre country. My operations have been rather cautious
than bold, but on the whole I trust are satisfactory to you. All of Polks Corps
is still here, & also Hardees & Hoods, & the Georgia Militia under G. W. Smith.
Let us persevere & trust to the Fortunes of War, leaving statesmen to work out
the solution.'' ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, =xviii, part 5,
125-24.

1. Dateline not in USG's hand.

To Lt. Col. Charles E . Fuller
City Point July 16th 1864
CoL. C.

E. FuLLER A. Q. M.

BERMUDA HUNDRED

My Brother-in-law, who is now a prisoner in the south, is
named John C. Dent. He was captured some place on the Miss.
River not far from Vicksburg, and is now, or was when I last heard
from him, at Columbia S. C. He is a citizen, never connected with
the army since the breaking out of the War and I regret to say not
a loyal man, otherwise I should have interested myself long ago
for his exchange
U. S. GRANT Lt. Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On July 16,
1864, Lt. Col. Charles E. Fuller, chief q. m., 10th and 18th Army Corps, Bermuda Hundred, telegraphed to USG. ''Will you please give Ille the name, whereabouts and date of capture of your brother in law who is a prisoner. Major Mulford goes up to day & will try and arrange his e:xchange." ALS (telegram sent),
ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
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To Abraham Lincoln
City Point, Va., July 17th, 1864
His ExcELLENCYl A. LINCOLN
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

SIR:
Maj. J. H. Hammond, A. A. Gen. I have known from almost
the first commencement of the War. He is one of the most industrious, indefatigable and bravest men I have ever seen in action.
He has been engaged in command of the Draft Rendezvous at
Louisville, Ky. and has been more or lest instrumental in bringing
into the service three regiments of Colored troops in that state. 1
Maj. Hammond is now willing, and I suppose anxious, to take
command of that kind of troops now in Ky. or to take them anywhere their services may be required. I do not hesitate to most
cordially recommend him for such command with the rank of
Brig. Gen. expressly given to command colored troops.
I believe Maj. Hammond would bring a Brigade or Division of
Colored troops or any other troops into a state of discipline and drill
as quick as any officer of my acquaintance. There is no officer I
would sooner trust with them in action, and especially would I
recommend him as a watchful vigilant officer in command of an
outpost.
l sincerely hope this appointment can and will be made.
I have the honor,
Very respectfully,
Your obt. svt.
U , S. GRANT, Lt. Gen .
.The Month at Goodspeed's, Ill. 6 ,(Feb., 1932), 171. On July 19, 1864, President Abraham Lincoln endorsed this letter. "I subIIUt this hjgh recommendation
by Gen. Grant of Maj. Hammond, to the special consideration of the Sec. of
War." AES (facsimile), ibid., p. 172. Lincoln, Works, VII, 452.
John H. Hammond of N. Y., who entered the Civil War as private, 5th Calif.,
rose to the position of adjt. and chief of staff for Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman
with the rank of maj. On Dec. 12, 1863, Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, Bridgeport,
Ala., who had succeeded to command of Sherman's 15th Army Corps, v.-rote to
USG. '11 have the honor to forward through Geo Sherman, a letter from Geo}
Blair, recommending Lt. Col J. H Hammond Asst. Adjt Genl and chief of Staff
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of the Corps, for Brig Genl of Vols. I heartily endorse Gen Blairs letter, and add
that while I fully appreciate Col Hammonds energy and industry in the Office,
I consider him better fitted for the leadership of troop~. Mthough a Sta.ff Officer,
he has established an excellent reputation for ability in action. He has enterprise,
zeal in the cause, and personal bravery, and great perseverance. Genl Sherman
knows what his services have been during the pest two years, and 1 forward
tbese recommendations eamestly hoping that they will go before the President
with such endorsements from h.im and you as will secure Col Hammonds appointment. Should he be appointed and ordered to report to me, I will put him
in command of any cavalry or mounted infantry that may be under my orders."
LS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, H436 CB 1865. On Dec. 23, USG endorsed this letter
to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "The recommendation of Gen. Sherman,
in favor of Lieut. Col. Hammond, for promotion in the Cavalry service of the
United States, in case of the organization of new Cavalry Regiments in the regular
Army, is heartily endorsed by me. I know Col. Hammond to be an active and intell.igent officer, peculiarly calculated for the Cavalry service both in bis tastes
and natural qualificatio.ns. For the command of a Cavalry regiment, or any force
likely to come within the Command of a Colonel, I deem Col. Hammond so well
qualified that I will be pleased to see this transfer made of his services, and feel
no doubt but that with the opportunity to do so he will win further promotion.''
AES, ibid. No action resulted then or in response to USG's letter of July 17,
1864.
1. On Jan. 18, 1864, Maj. Robert Williams, AGO, wrote to USG. "The
General-in-Chief directs, that you at once select some suitable Officer, belonging
to your command and direct him to proceed without delay to Louisville, Kentucky, and assume command of the Depot for Drafted men at that place-and
report your action to this Office. The officer selected should not be less in tank
than Lieut Colonel" LS, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Letters
Received. On Feb. 6, USG telegraphed to Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas. "Lt Col
J. H. Hammonds A. A.G. Vols bas been directed to proceed to Louisvilie Ky &
assume command of Depot for drafted men at that place." Telegram received,
ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 182M 1864; ibid., RO 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound) ; copies, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Hd. Qrs. Correspondence; DLC-USG, V, 40, 94,. See O.R., I, Iii, part l, 515. On Feb. 23, 11:39
A.M., Col. Edward D. Townsend, AGO, telegraphed to USG. "Please cause to be
detailed two officers and four men from each of the Kentu[cky] regiments under
your command, to report to Lieut. Col J. H . Hammond, Commanding Draft
Rendezvous at Lo[uis]ville Kentucky, for duty conducting r(e]cruits to regiments-" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Hd. Qrs. Correspondence; DLC-USG, V, 40, 94. On Feb. 14, USG endorsed a letter from Hammond
regarding the formation of a cav. regt, from 15th Army Corps veterans who
were not expected to r,eenlist in the inf. "Respectfully forwarded to Head Quarters of the Army without special recommendation. Col Hammond I know well
and believe he would make one of our best Cavalry commanders. I think too, that
many volunteers might be obtained for the Cavalry service who would not otherwise re-enlist. I doubt however the propriety of raising more Cavalry regiments.
I believe if we had but one half of our Cavalry force ( on paper) we would h11ve
more Cavalry-men on horseback.'' Copies, ibid., V, 39; DNA, RG 393, Military
Div. of the Miss., Endorsements.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
Head Qrs Army Potomac
July 17th 1. P. M 1864

MAJ GEN H. w. HALLECK
CHIEF OF STAFF.

If Early stops in the Valley or before returning to Richmond,
with the view of going north again, I do not believe he will go to
Maryland but will attempt to go through Western Virginia to
Ohio possibly taking Pittsburgh by the way.
I think Pennsylvania and Ohio particularly ought to have their
citizens organized for a sudden emergency. With the great number
of discharged veterans now in the north this class of troops will be
of great service in repelling invasion or at least checking it.
I think I will order back to Washington all regiments whose
tenn of service will expire before the 20th of August,1 this will give
quite a force around which to rally new troops
U.S.GRANT

Lt Gen'l.
Telegram received (at 1:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams.Collected (Bound);
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Senti
DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xttvii, part 2, 361; i bid., I, xi, part 3, 289.
1. On July 18, 1864, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Speci:tl Orders No. 61. "All
Regiments now with the Armies operating from the James river, whose term of
service expire before the 25th of August 1864. will be sent, without delay fo
Washington D. C. Also one Regiment of heavy Artillery will be sent to Washington D. C. from the Army of the Potomac. Army Commanders will attend to
the prompt execution of this order." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 51, 62, 67. O.R., I,
xl, part 3,313. At 9:50 P. M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG.
"Do you intend to include cavalry regiments in Special Order No. 61 and if so
shall they not leave their horses & equippments.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 393, Army oJ the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copy, ibid., Let.
ters Sent. Printed as sent at 9:30 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3,314. At 11:00 P.M , ,
Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins telegraphed to Meade. "The cavalry :regiments are
included but they must leave their horses & equipments here The 100 days men
you need not send" Telegrams received (2), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of uie Potomac; copies ( 2), Meade Papers, PHi. 0 .R., I, xi, part 3,
3 14. On the ·s ame day, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to Rawlins.
"Does Special Order No. 61 from your head quarters of uiis date include one
hundred days regiments'!"' Telegram received, DN.c\., RG 94, War Records Of-
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fice, Dept, of Va, and N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers. At 8: 30 P,M,
and 9:40 P.M., Rawlins telegraphed to Butler. ''It includes all troops whose term
of service expire prior to the twenty fifth of August-" "Upon further Consideration the Lt. Genl. bas determined not to include the 100 days men in the
order. You will therefore not send them-" ALS (telegi,ams sent), ibid., RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegr8.Il18 received, ibid., RG S93, Dept.
of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Received, See O.R., I, xl,part 3,361.

To Maj. Gen. Benjami'fl, F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 17 1864.

To MAJ GEN Bunn,
COPY SENT TO GEN MARTINDALE,

Several deserters just in on Gen Meades, front, who left the picket
line tonight concur in the statement that we are to be attacked tonight. Gen Field 1 visited their line just before they deserted & they
overheard him talking with a colonel on the details of the movement. They say it is conceded in their Anny that Johnston is gone,
unless he can be .reinforced, & before they can reinforce him we
must be driven back. Have the 10th & 18th Corps duly notified,
with caution however that they are to make oo demonstration to
show that we are expecting any such attack. Be prepared at the
same time to take advantage of any abandonment by the enemy of
his lines in your front, especially after daylight in the morning Of
course it is not known when the attack. is to be, or whether it is to be
at all-but we want to be prepared for the enemy if be should give
us such an advantage.
U. s. GRANT,
Lt Genl.
Telegram received (at 9:35 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
·va, and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; ibid., RG 393, 10th Army Corps, Miscellaneous Telegrams Received; (undated) ibid., Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 9:35 P.M. in O.R., I, xi, part 3, 307. On July 17,
1864, 10:20 P.M,, Maj, Gen. Benjamin F . Butler telegraphed to USG. ''Telegram recieved-Dispositi.ons have been made to meet the exgencies therein mentioned," Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept, of Va.
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and N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated), ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. Printed as received at 11:00 P.M.
in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 307.
On July 11, Brig. Gen. Robert S. Foster w1:ote to Col. John W. Shaffer,
chief of staff for Butler, enclosing and commenting on a report by Capt. James- B.
Bell, 24th Mass., of a reconnaissance to Malvern Hill. Copies, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 311-12. On July 18, Butler endorsed these
letters to, USG. ES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
On July 17, Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham wrote to Shaffer enclosing and
commenting on a report by Capt. Amaya L. Fitch, 13th N. Y. Heavy Art., steamboat Parke, of a reconnaissance on the James River. ALS, ibid. 0.R., I, xl, part 1,
745-47.. On the same day, Butler endorsed this report. "Respectfully forwarded
to Lieut General Grant Comdg. The report of Brig Genl Graham approved. The
plaudits of Captain Fitchs courage conduct and efficiency are concurred in by
the Major Genl Comd'g the Department. This expedition is but another evidence
of the efficiency of the anned transports now in the service. The attention of the
Lieut General is specially called to the suggestion that no sailing vessel be permitted to come up or go down the river without a tow. certainly not to come up,
because of the ease with which smuggling can be carried on in this length of
river and the fact that aid and comfort may be furnished to the enemy as undoubtedly was the case, by this schooner with the torpedos Sutlers schooners
and others have been in the habit of coming up without these tows and I have
bad numerous complaints of trading with the enemy by them therefore I beg
leave again to suggest that the Chief Quartermaster should give the directions
required" ES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I., xi, part 1, 745.
1. Charles W. Field, born in Ky. in 1828, USMA 1849, taught at USMA
for more than four years before resigning from the U.S. Army as of May 30,
1861. After serving as col., 6th Va. Cav., he was appointed brig. gen. as of
March 9, 1862, and badly wounded at Second Bull Run. Appointed maj. gen.
on Feb. 12, 1864, he commanded a div., 1st Army Corps, under Lt. Gen, Richard
H. Anderson in July.

To J.,f oj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 17th 1864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER.
Since my despatch to you two more setts of deserters have come
in confirming previous statements, but giving more particulars.
The attack if made, is to be principally on Meade's left. The deserters say that a ravine has been cleared out between the respective
lines of skirmishers, for the purpose of massing their troops under
cover, & out of observation, & that the attack is to be made about
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four ( 4) a m or just before day. I very much wish now, that you
had a corps ready to make an attack on the enemy, at the same time
-it will be adviseable to have Kautz notified to have his cavalry
on hand for service on foot.
u. s. GRANT,
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 11:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 307. On July 17, 1864,
11:4-5 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. ''Indeed I wish
that Corps was here. We shall open with artillery in full blast when they open
on the left. Kautz had been notified to report to Brooks on foot before the reciept
of your dispatch" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Anny of the-James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated),
ibid., RG 393, Dept, of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 307.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 9 20 pm
Dated July 17th 1864.

To MAJOR GEN MEADE
Your dispatch of 9 pm just received, No doubt all preparation has
been made to repel an attack if one is made-I have duly notified
the tenth & eighteenth Corps so that they wUI be in a state of preparation also-We should be ready not only to repel but to follow up
the enemy if he should come out of his lines & especially so if the
attack is made near daylight as it likely will be if made at all-It is
very reasonable to me that the enemy must come out for if they
do not relieve Johnston nothing but unforeseen circumstances can
save him-To send such reinforcements they should try to cripple
us here-They must feel themselves relatively as strong now as
they will be with the return of Earlys Corps besides t ime is press•
ing them-I am just in receipt of dispatches to 11 P M last night
from Sherman in answer to mine cautioning him of the danger of
Johnstons being reinforced from here-He says that he is not all
alarmed if Johnston should get twenty thousand 20,000 reinforce-
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ments if he will only come out and attack-If you have not done so
I think it advisable to notify Sheridan to be in readiness to take the
saddle with his Cavalry if he hears heavy firing on your front and
to push to the front in that case without further orders
USGRA!olT

Lt Gen
T elegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., ~G 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. 0.R., I , xl, part 3, 290-91. On July 17, 1864, 9:00 P.M. and 10:00 P.M.,
Maj. Gen. George G, Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Several deserters have just
come in all concurring in the statement that Longstreets corps is to make an attack
tonight-One man said Genl. Field had visited the picket line just before he deserted & he overheard him talking wHh a Col on the details of the movement-The
deserters say it is generally believed in their army that Johnston is gone unless he
can be reinforced, and before they can reinforce him they must beat us backWarren & Blll'DSide are warned, and we are all most anxious the experiment
should be made.-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the P otomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 290, "The foregoing despatch has been confirmed by
several other deserters coming from different parts of the line- Your telegram 0£
9.30 received-orders were sent to Burnside & V{arren to follow up any repulse
they might make & Hancock is in readiness to support in any contingency-The
orders suggested by you will be immediately sent to Sheridan-If any attack is
made it will probably be a general one at several points but I should expect the
heaviest to be by Hills Corps attempting to turn my left flank To meet this we
are prepared & Hancock is well placed.-I most earnestly hope they will try the
CJtperiment for I think it will relieve us greatly.- 0 ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O,R., I, xl, part 3, 291. The enclosure is ibid, At 10:45
P.M.1 Meade telegraphed to USG. "The foregoing seems to confirm my theory,
that whilst we are attacked in front by Longstreet- Hill will move around our
left-unless it is proposed to move Hill off under cover of the attack-I dont understand what he wants six days rations for otherwise-In any contingency we are
quite prepared for them." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
0.R ., I, xl, part 3, 292. Written on a 1etter of July 17 from J ohn C. Babcock to
Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys. ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Anny of the Potomac. D.R., I , xl, part 3, 292.
At 9:00 A.M., Meade had telegraphed to USG. "I forward a despatch r~
ceived from Maj. Genl. Burnside-It appears the enemy have become apprised of
his mining operations & are counter-mining-The report made last night informed you it would be a week before operations against the salient, which takes
Burnsides mine in reverse, could be commenced-I see no object in exploding
this mine, before the advantages gained by it, can be followed up.-Nothing occurred worthy of report on other parts of the line-All the enemys old works have
been levelled-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 3931 Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received (incomplete), ibid., RG 108,
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Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 290. The enclosure is ibid., pp. 300-1. At
10:00 A,M,, Meade telegraphed to USG. "Despatches have been received announcing t he confinement & critical illness of Mrs. Genl. Gibbon. I have uniformly Tefused all applications for leaves of absences to officers & furlughs to
enlisted men, but if you have no objection I will under existing circumstances
grant a few days leave to Genl. Gibbon.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Army of the Potomllc, Miscellaneous Letters Received: telegram received, ibid.,
RG ios, Letters Received.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point Va. July 18th/ 64 [noon]
MAJ. GEN. HALLECJ<., W ASHINGTON,
Before the 6th & 19th Corps can get to Washington the enemy
will have developed his intentions by stopping if he thinks of re•
turning to Maryland. In that case Hunter should stop at Winchester keeping his Cavalry as far out watching the movements of
the enemy as he can. If he has not the force to attack with he should
not attack but move forward if possible whea the eBe only as the
enemy moves back and always be prepared to get North of the
Potomac, without loss, when advanced upon by a superior force. If
Louisville is in danger Gov. Morton will send five or ten thousand
men at once. Ohio la. & Ill. are always ready to send that number
of men. Louisville & Nashville must be well guarded. If the enemy
have not gone up the valley of course Hunter should not go that
way. The idea is he should be between the enemy and Washington, going as far out as he can, never allowing himself to be drawn
into an unequal fight south of the Potomac and outside of our
defences.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 8:30 t> ,M. ), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I , xxxvir1 part· 2, 374. See tele_gram to
Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck, July 16, 1864.
On July 181 1864, 10: 15 A.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed
to USG. "Considering the condition of the garrisons of Waslungton & Baltimore,
I have determined to retain the two heavy Artillery regiments of the 6th corps,
unless you direct otherwise." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
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Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (datelined 10:S0 A.M.) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 11 n:xvii,
part 2,373; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 312. At 12:45 P.M., USG telegraphed to Halleck.
"Your dispatch of IO.SO a. m. in regard to retaining the Heavy Artillery of 6th
Corps recelved. I bad just ordered another tegitnent of this sort from here but
will suspend the order unless more than two regiments are required." ALS (te)e,.
gram sent), OCIWHi; telegram received (datelined 12:00 P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). Printed as sent at 11:45 P.M. in O.R., I,
xxxvii, part 2, 373; ibid., I, xl, part S, 312. On the same day, USG telegraphed
to Maj. Geo. George G. Meade. "There are 2 Regts of Heavy Artillery with the
6th AC which have been retained for the garrison of Washn This will be
enough. The order therefore for you to ~end another will be suspended" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4.5, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi.
0.R., I, xl, part S, 314,

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point, Va. July I-18th 1864
MAJ. GEN. H. w. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
To prevent a recurrence of what has just taken place in Maryland I deem it absolutely necessary that the Departments of "The
Susquehanna," "Western" "Va." "Middle," & Washington be
merged into one Department under one head who shall absolutely
controll the whole. What are now Departments will be Districts,
or Corps. The one commander will then controll all troops that cooperate in any movement of the enemy towards Maryland or Pa. 1
would name Maj. Gen. W. ~ B. Franklin for such commandet'.

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen.

ALS ( telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (datelined 1:00 P.M.); DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
O.R., I, nxvii, part 2, 374. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July
20, 1864.
On July 18, 1864, 12:S0 P.M;-., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to
USG. "I have just learned from Genl Wright that he fonned a junction yester•
day at Purcellville, with Genl Crooks command, & that their cavalry struck the
enemy's rear near Snicker's gap, capturing a considerable number of wagons &
mules, & taking about 60 prisoners. The pursuit will be continued to day to
verify enemy's retreat, after which Wright will return." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xuvii, part 2, 374.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 18 1864.
To MAJ GEN BUTLER
Deserters continued coming in last night, all confirming the
report that we were to be attacked, the last one in said the order had
been given & prepamtions were made. Longstreet was to attack in
front & Hill was to move round to our rear-but before he left be
heard his co'l say there would be no attack, because so many de~
serters had come into our lines & exposed their plans. What was
the result of the Flag of truce yesterday?
U.S.GRANT.

Lt Gen!
Tefogram received (at 10: 20 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, ·war Records Office, Dept. of
Va, and N. C., Army of the Jaroes, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108, Let•
ters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 10:20 A.M. in 0 .R., I,
xl, part 5, 527. On July 18, 1864, 11:55 A.M., Maj. Gen. .Benjamin F . Butler
telegraphed to USG. "The flag of truce was recieved and the men have gone to
Richmond Am to send for them Wednesday" ALS (telegTam sent) , DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated) , ibid., RG 395 1 Dept. of. Va. and N. C., TelegTanlS Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 5, 527. An undated telegram from Butler to USG
may have been sent the preceding day. "The flag of truce boat is Still up the
river will he down to morrow morning'' Telegram received, DN A, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
On July 18, 1:05 A.J\J., Butler telegraphed to USG. "There are three signal
lights in the sky looking like stars one North East by north the other due East
and tb.e. other nearly W est from here" ALS (telegram sent), ibid.; copy (undated) , ibid., RG S93, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part
s, 527.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
City Point Va, July 18th/ 64
MAJ. G EN BUTLER,

Your note of this date is just rec'd. I have made an order suspending Gen. 225 and assigning Gen. Martindale & Terry 1 to the
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temporary command of the two Corps. Since the late raid into Md

I have asked that the Depts of the Middle, Washington The Susquehanna and West Va. be merged into one Dept. and a competant
man placed over the whole and have named Franklin as that man.
If this is complied with I do not know who I will assign to the 18th
Corps.

u. S.GRANT
Lt. Gen

ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army
of the James, Unentered Papers. O,R., 1, xl, part 3, 328. On July 18, 1864, Maj.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. ''The General Order No. 225 from
the_War Deptment has been published directly from the Adjutant Generals office in this and is making irregularity in the Corps and inquiry at these Bead
Qrs as to whom division commanders are to report While I grieve to trouble
you about such a matter still may I ask that the proper order as I learned it
from yourself may be published. It is clearly within your province Perhaps the
an order assignffle'IKing ef. the 18th to Gen Franklin as son as he shall ~ te
be able to take the field. In the mean time to be under the Command of Gen
Martindale would be a gratifying compliment to Franklin and would be appreeiated by the Country ~ his as a sequence to his escape and had beteer come
from you Gen Ord might be also assigned to the tenth This Corps in the
mean time to be under command of Gen Terry who is a good soldier ~ to report to Department head Quarters-Brooks leaves this morning All quiet on our
lines" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams
Sent (Press). O.R., I,.x.l, part 3, 327-28.
1. Alfred H. Terry, born in Hnrtford, Conn., in 1827, attended Yale Law
School and served as clerk of the superior court of New Haven County ( 185460). Early in the Civil Wat he served as col., 2nd Conn. Militia, and as col., 7th
Conn. Appointed brig. gen. as of April 25, 1862, he served in the South Atlantic
theater before transfer to the Army of the James in late 1863. For his assignment
tq command the 10th Army Corps, see ibid., p. 313.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 181864.

To MA.r GEN MEADE
I have the report of a refugee who has just come in to the gunboats who says that Lee is said to have left the south side and gone
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leaving Beauregard & Longstreet some say he has gone to the
valley and others say be has gone south Have you had any deserters from Hills Corps in the last 24 hours
U.S.GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received ( at 10: 50 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 314. On July 18, 1864, 11: 30 P,M.,
Maj. Gen. George G. Mende telegraphed to USG. "Seven deserters from the 64.
Georgia regt-Wrights brigade- Mahone's Division Hill's corps came into our
tines between 2 & 3 o'clock this morning They gave no particular information
&: knew nothing of the contemplated attack of last night beyond rumours that
one was to be made.-These men were questioned & knew nothing of any movements or change of position of their corps, nor had they heard of the corps having
six days cooked rations issued as reported by deserters from Longstreets Corps
last night~[ should think the refugee's story was a camp rumour.-" ALS ( telegram sent}, DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; ( 2) Meade Papers, Pili. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
314.
At 9:00 A.M., Meade had telegraphed to USG. "The foregoing is forwarded
as an explanation of the failure to make the threatened attack. All has been perfectly quiet.-" ALS (telegram sent}, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac.; telegram received, ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I,
xi, part !3, 31!3. Written on a telegram of th.e same date from Jo.bn C. Babcock,
Office of the Provost Marshal, Army of the Potomac, to Maj. Gen. Andrew A.
Humphreys. "A deserter from the 59th Geo. of Anderson's Brigade, Fields
Division Longstreets Corps has just been forwarded. He came into our lines about
12 o'clock last night. He states-That orders were issued to the pickets last evening to fire on any man seen going beyond the picket line-These orders were
peremptory and have never been given before. That his Col. said that no attack
would be made on our lines, as so many deserters came into our lines yesterday,
and told us all about it. They did not leave the trenches-Informant says that it
was generally understood an attack was to be made last night- Longstreet was
to assault us in front and Hill would, make a circuit in our rear. The movement
was freely discussed among officers and men and did not meet with much favor.
It was looked upon as a foolish and desperate movement. Informant is intelligent
and his information corroborates all we have relative to Longstreet's position &c.
&c.,; ALS (telegram sent), D NA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. O.R., I, xf, part 3, 313.
On July 19, 4:00 F .M., Meade wrote to USG. "The foregoing just received
is forwarded." Ibid., p. 335. Meade enclosed a report from a deserter which indicated that the 3rd Corps, Army of Northern Va, (Lt. Gen. Ambrose P. Hill )
bad not moved from its previous position. Ibid., p. !334.
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To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va. July 18th 1864.
DEAR JULIA,

I have just rec'd a letter from you which shows that many times
letters are a long time on the road between here and Sappington
P. 0 . I presume they get through though ultimately and that you
have heard from me frequently since that. I write about twice a
week.
I am in most excellent health. Think Richmond will fall before
we quit here but cannot say how soon. Until Richmond does fall I
do not expect to go home. I do not know what to direct about the
children's schooling more than I have directed. I want them though
to be at good schools and without loss of time. 1£ you can not make
suitable arrangements in St. Louis you may go where you think
best, East or West. My kindes regards to all at home and love and
kisses for you and the children.
I am sorry Dr. Barrett has been retained in prison. I got the
Sec. of War to order his release on bail. But Gen. Rosecrans never
obeyed an order in bis life that I have yet heard of. In this case he
may have been right but I do not know. D ont be perswaded on any
account to let White have the farm one moment after his time
exptres.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.

To Charles G. Leland
City Point, Va, July 118th 1864.

MY DE~ STR,
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th
instant.
In reply therto permit me to return through you my grateful
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acknowledgements to the ladies and gentelemen who by their generous partiality and contributions ha'Ve secured for me the celebrated dagger of Garibaldi. I am specially obliged to Miss Anna
M . L ea, Miss Eliza M. Jackson and Mrs. J. W. Sherwood for the
active interest they manifested in confening upon me this unexpected honor.
1 shall cherish the dagger as a souvenir of that distinguished
soldier&: patriot General Garibaldi, who by his devotion and sacrifices to the cause of liberty in Italy is entitled to the highest respect
and admiration of every American.
Be good enough to send it at your convenience, by Express, to
Mrs. U.S. Grant, St. Louis Mo. care of Mr. Chas. Ford, Agt. U. S.
Ex. Co. St. Louis, Mo.
With. the highest personal regard, I am,
Very respectfully
your obt. svt.

U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen. U. S. A.
CHARLES GODFREY LELAND, ESQ.

1526 LOCUST STREET
PHI LADELPHIA

ALS, OHi. Charles G. Leland, born in Philadelphia in 1824, a journalist and
man of letters, edited a daily newspaper for the Sanitary F air of Philadelphia,
where a d&gger belonging to Giuseppe Garibaldi was voted to the most popular
gen. Charles Godfrey Leland, Memoirs {New York, 1893; reprinted, Detroit,
1968), pp. 272, 368; Elizabeth Robins Pennell, Charles Godfrey Leland: A
Biography (1906; reprint ed, Freeport, New York, 1970), I , 276. On July 28,
1864, Julia D ent Grant wrote to Leland. "Your letter of the 22nd lHtml& together
with 'the dagger of Garibaldi, borne by the Italian hero in nearly all his battles'
and presented to my husband by the late Great Central F air held in Philadelpha
was received to day through Mr. Chas. W. Ford. That I will safely keep the
dagger and cherish with profound gratitude the compliment to my husband, in
the gift to him, of this most celebrated weapon of modern times, iissure those
who have thus ho.nored him." ALS, OHi.
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To Abraham Lincoln
(Cipher)
City Point Va. July 19th 1864
A. LINCOLN, PRESIDENT,
In my opinion there ought to be an immediate call for say
300.000 men to be put in the field in the shortest possible time.
The presence of this number of reinforcements would save the annoyanc[e] of raids and would enable us to drive the enemy back
from his present front, particularly from Richmond, without attacking fortifications. The enemy now have their last man in the
field. Every depletion of their Army is an irreparable loss. Desertions from it are now rapid. With the prospect of large additions
to our force these desertions would increase. The greater number
of men we have the shorter and less sanguinary will be the war.
I g ive this entirely as my view and not in any spirit of dictation,
always holding myself in readiness to use the material given me to
the best-advantage I know how.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), Iffi; telegram received (sent at 10:00 A.M., received at
8:30 P.M.), DLC-Robert T. Lincoln. O.R., 1, xxxvii, part 2, 384; ibid,, I, xi,
part 3, 332. On July 20, 1864, 4: 30 P.M., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "Yours o:f yesterday about a call for 300,000 is received. 1 sup-

pose you had not seen the call for 5001000 made the day before, and which I
suppose covers the case. Always glad to have your suggestions" ALS (telegram
sent). DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 344. Lincoln, Works, VII, 452,

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point July 19th 1864
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, wASHINGTON
The establishment of recruiting Rendezvous at Fortress Monroe, besides being expensive has called for two officers who cannot
be spared from the field, and will not add a man to the service.
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Every negro that comes in is taken into the service now, the
best specimens physically being enlisted in companies already organized and the others are employed as laborers in some of the De~
partments or sent North. I will add also that every expedition.going
out brings back all the negroes they can find.
U, GRANT
Lt. Gen.

s.

ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (marked sent at noon, received at 7:45 i>.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collect,ed (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 3, 334.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July, 19 1864.
To GEN BUTLER,
Your communication & despatch relative to recruiting at Ft
Monroe & Newberne rec'd. I have telegraphed objecting to the
establishment of recruiting rendezvous at either place. I dont want
states to get the benefit of recruits obtained in that way besides the
men so obtained are worth more in keeping present organizations
filled.
U. s. GRANT,

Lt. Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., T elegrams Received;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, parts,
339-4-0. On July 19, 1864, 9:30 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed t-0 USG. "Supposing it to be the settled policy of the War Dept to establish recruiting Rendezvous at Fortress Monroe an.d Newberne I desire an 31teration of detail of officers They have detailed Col Draper one of my very best
officers in charge at Fortress Monroe. Now if they will detail Brig Gen Wilde
who is admirably fitted for it there instead of Draper lit will solve many difficulties of organization. Will you please apply for the cb!Ulge: Wilde instead of
Draper" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, We.r Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 10: 35 A,¥. in O.R,, I , xl, part 3,
339. On July 18, Butler had written to USG. "I have just recieved an order from
the War Department detailing two of my best officers-one Colonel Draper and
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the other Lieut Colonel Craft, to establish recruiting and rendavous depots at
Fort Monroe and Newbern, of course looking at the recruitment of colored men
Owing to the state of facts at present here, the great demand for labor, the high
prices which any negro can get, either as a servant or as an employee in the
Quartermaster or Commissary Department, it is impossible to recruit any faster
than we are doing, and that is best done in the field by the regimental officers as
negros come in To establish the depots will be a large cost to the United States
besides taking from the field two of my very best officers-I respectfully suggest
that that course is inexpedient in the present state of this Department, and desire to make this representation to you for such remarks as you may see fit as to
the execution of the order-" LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
On July 19, 10: 10 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. ''The new iron clad
Tunxis left Philadelphia for Washington the 11th instant. She is said to draw
only seven ft of Water. She is the very boat we want here in case we get hold of
the Howlett House Batty as she can go u.,p at once through the channel and hold
what we get and also can move up and down without danger of getting on Shore
and save wooden boats the danger of Picket duty, and protect transports from
shore Batteries. If you agree with me might not the Tunxis be applied for" ALS
(telegram sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army
of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, x.l, part 3, 340.
Also on July 19, Butler wrote to USG. "I have the honor to forward Brig
Genl Grahams report of the expedition to Wilcox Wharf, and Harrisons Landing
find and Capture Torpedo Workers" AES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 343. The enclosed report is ibid.

To Maj. Gen. ItVilliam T . Sherman
(Cipher)
City Point July 19th/64 [10:30 P.M.]
MAJ. GEN. SHERMAN, NEAR ATLANTA GA.
I see by Richmond papers of yesterday that Smith has left
Tupelo and is moving towards Ripley. Although they call it a retreat I judge from S. D. Lee's dspatch that Forrest has been badly
whipped. Smith however ought to be instructed to keep a close
watch on Forrest and not permit him to gather strength and move
into Middle Tennessee.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS ( telegram sent), OCIWHi; telegram received ( on July 20, 1864, 8: SS
A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). D.R., 1, xnix, part 2, 182.
On July 20, 9 :00 P.M., Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman telegraphed to Maj. Gen.
Henry W. Halleck. "I have a despatch from Gen Grant; answer him in my name
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th-at A J Smith has the very orders he suggests viz: to hang on to Forrest and
prevent his crossing to Tennessee: I will however renew The order-I advanced
from the Chattahoochee in force on the 17th On the 18th Smith [McPherson]
& Garrards Cavalry reached the Augusta road & destroyed about five miles of it
East of Decatur On the 19th The whole line crossed Peach Tree Creek, McPherson occupying Decatur-Today we moved on Atlanta and have been fighting
all day Our line now extends from a point of the railroad two & a half miles
East of Atlanta and extends around by the north to the mouth of Peach Tree
Creek-We find the enemy in force but will close in tomorrow-By the Atlanta
paper we learn that Johnston is relieved and Hood commands, That Rousseau
is on the road at Opelika and that most of the newspapers and people have left
Atlanta Thomas is on my right, Schofield centre and McPherson on the leftGarrards ca-valry on the left, re;ir of McPherson and Stoneman & McCook on
the west bank guarding our right flank-The enemy still clings to his entrench•
meats-If Gen Grant can keep Lee from reinforcing this army for a week I
think I can dispose of it We have taken several hundred prisoners &: had some
short severe encounters but they were partial but we have pressed the enemy
bac.k at all points until our rifle guns can reach the town lf he strengthens his
works I will gradually swing roupd between him &: his only source of suppliesMacon-" Telegram received (on July 21, 12:45 A,M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxviii, part
5, 194--95.
On July 16, USG had telegraphed to Halleck. "The following dispatch is
taken from the Richmond Enquirer of this date and is forwarded for your in•
formation-... 'From Okalona July 14th 1864, To GE-oN BRAXTON BRAGGWe attacked a column of the enemy under Smith yesterday on the March from
Pontotoc-We attacked him in his position at Tupelo this morning but could not
force his posHion-The Battle was a drawn one & lasted three hours-S. D. L EE
Lieut Genl' " Telegram received, DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xx:xix, part 2, 172.
On July 18, Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn telegraphed to Secretary
of War Edwin M. Stanton, sending a copy to USG. ''The expedition of Maj Gen
A. J. Smith b as been a copmplete success, he met Lee~ Forrest & Walker near
Tupelo, he fought them for three days thoroughly whipping and rsouting them.
I quote the following from his dispatches to me dated yesterday at New Albany
M.iss. 'We met Lee and Walker at Tupelo & whipped them badly on three different days, our loss is small when compared with the Rebel loss. I bring back
every thing in good order nothing lost,[']
a scout who has since come into
Lagrange reports the triumph of our Amis complete and the loss of the enemy
at twenty five hundred (2500) men" Telegram received (on July 20), DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received July 20, 10:00 A.M., in O.R., I,
xx:xix, part 2, 179. On July 20, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F.
Butler and Maj. Gen. George G. Meade a telegram of July 18, 7:00 P.M., from
Sherman to Halleck. "We moved today rapidly & McPherson reached the Atlanta
&: Dalton road at a point seven (7) miles East of Decatur, about four (4) miles
from stony mountain. Gen Garrards cavalry at once set to work to break up the
road, & was reinforced by Moxgan L. Smiths division of Inf'y & they expect by
l)ight to have five miles of road effectually destroyed Thus far we have encountered only cavalry with light resistance & tomorrow will move on Decatur &
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Attllanta, I am fully aware of the necessity of making the most of time & shall
keep things moving." Telegram received (addressed to Butler), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; (addressed to Meade) ibid., Army of the Potomac; copy (addressed to
Butler and Meade) , DLC-USG, V, 67. O.R., I, :xxxriii, part 5, 169-70.

To Edwin M. Stanton
(Cipher)

City Point July 20th/ 64
A. LmcoLN, PRESIDENT, E. M. STANTON SEc. OF WAR
I must enter my protest against States sending recruiting
gmH"ds Agents into the Southern States for the purpose of recrttitiRg
filling their quotas. The negroes brought within our lines are rightfully recruits to the United States Service and should not go to
benefit any particular state. It is simply allowing Massachusetts (I
mention Mass. because I see the order of the Governor of that state
for establishing recruiting agencies in the South and see no such
order from any other state authority. ) to fill her quota by paying
an amount of money to recruits the United States have already got.
I must also enter my protest against recruiting from prisoners of
War.1 Each one enlisted robs us of a soldier and adds one to the
enemy with a bounty paid in loyal money.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH ; teleg,-am received (at 1:30 J>.M.), DNA, RG 107,
Teleg,-ams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xl, part 3, 345. On July 20, 1864, 2:30
P.M. and 4:20 P.M., Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton telegraphed to USG.
''Your telegram of this date is received . The iee& proposition for recruiting in
rebel states by the Executives of other states has wns neither recoommended nor
sanctioned by this .Department- although the President states in a telegram to
General Sherman that he was favorable to it. Iii& autherity t& t' He also authorized
General Butler to recruit from Prisoners of War. It is not permitted in any other
instance. For these reasons aBQ es m:,- judgmeat your protest has been referred
to the President for such instructions as he may be pleased to give." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Teleg,-ams Collected (Bound); teleg,-am received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part S, 345. 1'The President directs
me to [f]orward to you a copy of the telegram sent by him to General Sherman
in relation to recruiting agents." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., Teleg,-ams Collected ( Un-
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bound); ibid·. , RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., Ill, iv, 528. See ibid., I, xxxviii,
part 5, 169. Lincoln, Worka, Vil, 449-50.
l. On .July 20, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "Can
you tell me if recruiting is now going on from the prisoners of war at Pt Lookout? I highly disapprove of recruiting from such source, & even reluctantly admit of the propriety of enlisting deserters & refugees." Telegram :received ( at
·8:15 A.M.), DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. andN. C., Telegrams Received; copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 355.
At 9:00 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "In answer to your telegram l have
the honor to report that recruiting has stopped at Point Look Out.- I am about
to go to the front at Petersburgh to day Shall I have the pleasure of meeting
~ the Lt General there?" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated), ibid., RG Sl)S, Dept. of Va, and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I , xl, p~
S, !355. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, July 20, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point July 20th 2 Pm 1864.

MAJ.

GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON

If Gen. Barnard can be spared from Washington I would like
to ha-ve him ordered back to the field. 1 If he cannot be spared now
send him as soon as he can be conveniently spared. I think immediate steps should be taken for completing and connecting the fortifications about Baltimore. The officers in charge of the works about
Washington can take charge of those of Baltimore also. I have
heard nothing of the .determination come to on my recommendation
about the merging of the four Departments about Washington into
one?
U.S. VRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 9:35 -P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) . O.R., I, xx.xvii, part 2, 400; ibid., I, xl, part
S, 344. On July 21, 1864, 11:30 A.M. and 5:40 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. ffalleck telegraphed to USG. "Genl Barnard is ordered to report to you. Engineer
officers have been sent several times to Baltimore to lay out the works. Some are
there now. I think, from personal examination, that they are better located than
the defenses of Washington. It appears that Early sent a small force south with
his plunder, and massed the rest near Winchester. Genl Averill had a skirmish
there yesterday & reports having killed & wounded over three hundred rebels,
taken 200 prisoners & four pieces of artillery. Nothing heard from Wright for
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three days. When he recieved your orders he replied that he would return as
soon as assured of rebel retreat. Your telegram about merging Depts is in hands
of Secty of War. I see no good reason for removing or superceding Genl Augur.
He is capable & efficient. Genl. Franklin would not give satisfaction. The President ordered him to be tried for negligence & disobedience of orders when here
before, but Genl McClellan assumed the responsibility of his repeated delays in
obeying orders." "When Genl Ord was sent to you he commanded fragments of
8th & 19th corps. The portion of the latter north has no commander. No order
has yet been issued assigning him. If after seeing him you wish it for the 10th
corps it will be llllmediately issued." ALS (telegrams sent), D NA, RG 107,
Teleg11ams Collected (Bound); telegrams received, ibid.; ibid. (the first on
July 22), RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, _x.uvij, part 2, 408, 409; ibid., I,
)ti, part 5, 360, 361. An undated telegram received of the second telegram is in
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
On July 19, 4:00 P.M., H alleck telegraphed to USG. "I am of opinion that
another regiment of Heavy Arty in addition to those with Gen! Wright should be
sent her.e as soon as you can spare it. I have written to day at length." ALS (telegram sent), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; (on
July 20) ibid., RO 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 384; ibid., I,
xi, part 3, 332. On the same day, Halleck wrote to USG. "The recent raid into
Maryland seems to have established several things which it may be well for us
to keep in mind. 1st. It has proved that while your army is south of the J ames
River & Lee's between you & Washington, be can make a pretty large detachment, unknowll to us for a week or ten days, & send it against Washington, or
into West Virginia, or Pennsylvania or Maryland. 2d. Genl Hunter's army which
comprises all troops north of Richmond that can go into the field, is entirely too
weak to hold West Virginia & the B. & 0. Railroad, & at the same time resist any
considerable rebel raid north of the Potomac. 3d. "vVe cannot rely upon aid from
the militia of the northern states; they will not come out at all, or will come too
late, or in so small a force as to be useless. 4th. The garrisons of Washington and
Baltimore are made up of troops entirely unfit for the field, and wholly inadequate
for the defence of these places. Had it not been for the opportune arrival of the
veterans of the 6th Corps, both cities would have been in great danger. So long
as you were operating between Washington &: the enemy, your army covered
Maryland & Penn., and I sent you all the troops horn here and the north which
could take the neld or guard your depots & prisoners of war. But the circumstances have now most materially changed, and I am decidedly of opinion that a
larger available force should be left in this vicinity. It may be answered that reenforcements cnn be sent in time from the J ames River, as was done in this case.
This answer would be decisive, if we here, or you there, could always be apprized of the number and position of the raiders, as well as the object upon which
their march is directed. But this cannot be done without a superior cavalry force,
which we have not got, & are not likely to have. The country is so stript of animals that it is hardly possible to supply demands in the field. If the enemy bad
crossed the Potomac below Harper's Ferry (and i~ is now fordable in many
places) and had moved directly upon Washington or Baltimore, or if the arrival
of the 6th Corps had been delayed 24 hours, one or the other of these places,
with their large depots of supplies, would have been in very considerable danger.
Will it be safe to have this risk repeated? Is not Washington too important in a
political as well as military point of view, to run any serious risk at allf l repeat
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that so long as Lee is able to make any large detachments, Washington cannot
be deemed safe, without a larger & more available force in its vicinity. ~at
-you say of establishing schools of instruction here, at Baltimore & at Harper's
Ferry will be applicable when we get troops to be instructed. But we are now not
receiving one half as many as we are discharging. Volunteering has virtuaily
ceased, & I do not anticipate much from the President's new call, which has the
disadvantage of again posponing the draft for fifty days. Unless our government
& people will come square up to the adoption of an efficient & thorough draft, we
cannot supply the waste of our army." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
D.R., I, xx.xvii, part 2, 384.-85; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 333. On July 20, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "A call is made for One more Regt of
Heavy Artillery for the defences of Washington You may designate one to be
sent back as soon as the 6th Corps begins to return" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., J, xi, part 3, 345.
Ou July 21, I: 10 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "In compliance with your
instructions of yesterday I have designated the 6th. New York Heavy Artillery as
the regiment to be sent to the defences of Washington. The regiment will leave
here as soon as the 6th Corps begins to arrive-The strength of the regiment
present for duty is 21 officers and 685 men." Copies, DNA, RG 393, Army .of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; (misdated June 21) Meade Papers,
PHi. Printed as sent at 1: 15 P.M. itt O.R., I, xi, part 3, 361.
1. On Jury 21, Bvt. Maj. Gen. John G. Barnard telegraphed to USG. "Orders received to report to you. I h ave been closely con.fined all the year & would
like to be permitted .to take my family to Harford, Md, which will detain me until
Wednesday or Thursday of next week. If a'Ily-thing important demands my im,.
mediate presence I don't ask it. Please telegraph." ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On July 22, USG telegraphed to
Barnard. "I know of no objections to your remaining north until next week as
you request-" Telegrams received (2), ibid.; (press) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound).

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph fmm City Pt.
Dated July 201864.

To MAJ GEN BuTLEll
I shall be engaged today so that it will be doubtful about my
going to the front. If I go it will not be earlier than 3 P M. I have
relieved Gen Smith from command of the 18th Corps, & shall place
Gen Ord in his place. It is now open to select a commander for the
10th Corps. Do you think of any Maj Gen available who you would
like to have? Birney & Gibbon are with the Army of the Potomac
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Gen Ord will meet you today at the 18th

u. S. GRANT.
Lt Genl

Telegram received ( at 11: !30 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office1 Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67, Printed as sent at 11: !30 A.M. in O.R., I,
xl, part !3, 355-55. See telegram to Edwin M. Stanton, July 20, 1864, note 1.
On July 21, 1864, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler WTote to USG. "l am obliged
for the assignment of General Ord to the Eighteenth Corps. In regard to the
Tenth, of the two major-generals I believe Birney would be the best assignment.
Allow me, however, to call your attention to General Martindale, He is a graduate of the class of General Meade, a gentleman of ability, and has shown himself
to be a good soldier, a good lawyer, and you will pardon me for believing that be
bas some of the qualities, therefore, of a soldier. General Martindale is the senior
brigadier-general in the active service, and has been during the war in many
battles, behaving well, and without promotion. If you think with me, might not
General Martindale be assigned to the Tenth Corps? Of course these are suggestions to your better judgment, only saying further that General Martindale
would be perfectly agreeable to me, and from what I have seen of him commends
him.s elf to my good opinion. I say this without prejudice to General Birney, whom
I also much respect. If it be said that General Martindale is only a brigadier, that
may be answered by saying that is not his fault, and I have no doubt be will ea.r.n
his spurs. Allow me to congratulate you upon the good news from Hunter; it is
very good." O.R., I, xl,. part 3, 376. On the same day, 7:05 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "l have seen Genl Martindale and his health is infirm that he
must go home so that I think you will not do better than to assign Bhmey to the
10th Corps-" ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept.
of Va. and N. C., Anny of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated) 1 -ibid.,
RG 39$, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 376. On
the same day, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special Orders No. 64. "Subject to the
approval of the President, Maj. Gen. E. 0. C. Ord U. S. V. is assigned to the
Command of the 18th Army Corps and will relieve Brig. Genl. J. H. Martindale
now temporarily commanding. Subject to the approval of the President Maj.
Genl. D. B. Birney U. S. V. is assigned to the Command of the 10th Anny Corps
and will relieve Brig Gen. A. H. Terry temporarily Commanding ... Col Henry
S Burton 5th US Artillery, is relieved from duty in the 18th Army Corps, and
will report to Maj. Gen} George G. Meade, Comd'g. Army of the Potomac for
orders." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. O.R., I, xl, part !3, !361-62.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 20 1864.

To GEN BUTLER,
As it will be several days before the balance of the 19th Corps
will arrive it will not be advisable to send any portion of it to Deep
Bottom at present. Send none of it overe until a complete Division

is here, at least, and that is sent over withdraw Foster, so as to hold
your line at Bermuda perfectly safe. The 19th such portion of it as
you have should be encamped if it is not so already near the line of
entrenchments 1 so as to be ready to take them in case of an attack.

u. S.GRANT.

Lieut General.
Telegram received (at 11:00 P,M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C.1 Army of the James, Unentered P apers; copies, ibid,1 RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4.5 1 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 356.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point July 21st 1864. [11 :00 A.M.]

MA.r. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON
You may retain Wright's Command until the departure of
Early is assured or other forces are collected to make his presence
no longer necessary. I have ordered another regiment of Heavy
Artillery back to Washington but they will not go whilst the 6th
& part of 19th Corps is there. I am now sending back all Veterans
wbos term of service expires previous to the 25th of August.

tf. S . GRJ<?t'F
bt. Geft.
U Early has halted about Berryville what is there to prevent
Wright & Hunter from attacking him?
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.

Grant's Area of Operations, 1864
From Robert U. John8on and Clarence C. Buel, eds., Battles and Leaders of the
Civil War (New Yo,·k, 1887), IV, 494
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ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegr,am received (at 6:00 P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2,408; ibid., 1, xl, part
3, 560. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 22, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point July 21st 1864.

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON
There is no indication of any troops having been sent from here
North. Deserters coming in daily indicate nearly the position of
every Division of Hill's Longstreet's and Beautigard's forces. Hill's
Corps has withdrawn from its position on the extreme .right and
was yesterday in rear of the other part of tbe line held by the enemy.
There -is a rumor of some force having been sent to Georgia but if
this is so it is most likely only regiments detatched from their
command.
U.S.GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent ), OClWHi; telegram received (sent at 11:30 A,M., received at 5:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I,
nxvil, part 2, 408-9; ibid., I, xl, part s, 360.

To Maj, Gen. William T. Sherman
City Point 10 am
July 21st 1864
MAJ GEN SHERMAN
CoMDG ~ MIL D1sT Miss
(CoPY TO SEc'v OF WAR)

Richmond "Whig'' of the 20th learns from Macon ''Confederate" that but little QrMr or Commissary stores remain in Atlanta
all having been removed to safer and more secure points. It also
says that it has every reason to hope that Shermans rear will be cut
in the next ten days. Johnston has been relieved and Hood takes his
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place1 much to surprise of the army & public, also that this change
indicates that there will be no more retreating but that Atlanta will
be defended at all hazards and to the last extremity

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 6:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; ibid., RG 3931 Military Div. of the Miss.,
Telegrams Received in the Field; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxviii, part
5, 210-11. On July 21, 1864, 10:00 A,M., M aj , Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Richmond papers of the 20th just received announce the relief
of Joe Johnston and the assignment of Hood to the command of the Army at
Atalanta-no other news-Paper sent by orderly-" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copy,
ibid., Letters Sent.
On July 22, Capt. Samuel Bruch, Bowling Green, Ky., telegraphed to Maj.
Thomas T. Eckert, sending a copy to USG. "I teleghed you in cipher of the
Capture of Atlanta the moment I recd the information l)id ye& Bet get the
J!i8g' It is no doubt true though 1 have recd nothing as yet from Capt Van
Duzer" Telegram received (at 9:00 P.M.), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) .
On July 23, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Edward 0 . C. Ord. "I h ave news
from Atlanta to 9 P. M. last night as late as the rebel account you sent m e. The
fighting had all been favorable to us. McPherson was killed and Gushman
wounded but neither life nor limb was in danger. This however was several days
ago'' Telegram received, Ord Papers, CU,B.
On July 24, 3:00 P,M,, Maj. Gen. William T. She1'1Ilan telegraphed to Maj.
Gen. Henry W. Halleck. ''On ma.king up reports and examining the field I find
the result of Hoods attack on our left more destructive than I reported, our loss
will not foot up 2000 killed and wounded wheras we have found over 1000 rebel
dead which will make with the usual prnportion of wounded, a loss to the enemy
of full 7000 Garrard has returned perfectly successful having completely destroyed the two large bridges near Covington forty miles towards Augusta,
brought in 200 prisoners a.n d some good horses and destroyed the Publec stores
at Covington and Congers includin.g two thousand bales of cotton, a locomotive
and train of cars Our communications are yet all safe and the ~ Army in
good condition in all respects. AB soon as my cavalry rests I propose to swing the
Anny of the T enn round by the right rapidly and interpose between Atlanta
and Macon the only line open to the enemy" Telegram received (on July 25),
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 9:50 P.M. in O.R., I,
xxxviii, part 5, 240. After bracketing the final sentence, USG endorsed this telegram. ''Telegraph to Anny &: Corps commanders leaving out the paragraph in
brackets." AES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
On July 25, 8: 30 P.M., Sherman telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of
21st did not come till today-Johnston is releived and Hood commands. Hood
has made two attempts to strike hard since we crossed the Chattahoochee and
both times got more than he bargained for No doubt be expects to cut to my
rear but I have already cut to his rear having broken the Augusta road out for
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fifty miles and his Southern road at Opelika None remains to him but the
Macon road and I think I will have that soon I would rather that Hood should
fight it out at Atlanta than to retreat farther to Macon If you can keep away
reinforcements all well-My anny is all m hand and rear well guarded" Telegram received, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Col1ected (Bound); ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received; copy, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Telegrams
Sent in the Field. 0.R., I, xxxviii, part 5, 247.
On July 26, USG telegraphed to Meade. ''I have a dispatch from Sherman
up to 3,30 P. M yesterday as al1 had been quiet since his last report & no
change taken place I did not send it around Sherman expressed himself very
much pleased with the result of Operation[s] since he crossed the Chattahoochie
& hoped that Hood would attempt to hold Atlanta Sherman has today 20,000,
more men than he made his first advance on Dalton with. This is after all his
losses since crossing the Chattahoochee. He expresses himself perfectly willing
to have Hood reenforced by another army Corps if that will induce them to attack. Sherman will probably have the last road remaining to the enemy by tomorrow night" Teleg-t:am received, DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Received; copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi.
1. On July 17, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston relinquished command of the Army
and Dept. of Tenn. to Gen. John B. Hood. O.R., I, xxxviii, part 5 , 887.

To William T. Blodgett
HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
CITY

W. T. BLODGETT, E sQ., CHAIRMAN

Pon•n, Va., July 21. [1864]
&c.,

CoMMITIEE ON ARMS,

NEW-YORK SANITARY FAIR:
DEAR SIR:- Your letter of the 14th instant, informing me that
the sword, saddle and horse equipments which a generous public
have seen fit to present me with, whilst patriotically donating the
proceeds of their sale to the use of the sick and wounded soldiers
who are making such noble sacrifices in the cause of their country,
is received. Whilst I w:ill always feel glad to meet the loyal citizens
of New-York, either here or wherever I may be at any time, yet I
should prefer not meeting them as a committee to present this or
any other generous token of public approbation. If you please the
articles may be sent to me through Adams Express Company, or
may be retained in New-York City to such time as I may be able to
visit them. Please permit me to thank all subscribers to these pres-
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ents, whether votjng for me or any other person ( the funds all go
to the same noble use,) and I subscribe myself,
Very truly, your obedient servant,
U.S. GRANT1 Lieutenant-General.
Ne1.u-Y9rk Times, Sept. 4, 1864. William T. Blodgett came to New York City
in 1838 and two years later entered an uncle's varnish. business, in which he
prospered, then made more money in real estate. Ibid., Nov. 6, 1875. On July 14,
1864, and, presumably, on Aug. 5, Blodgett wi-ote to USG. "A:;. Chain:nan of
the Arms and Trophies Department of the Metropolitan Fair in aid of the United
States Sanitary Commission, 1 have the pleasare of announcing that your friends
and admll'ers have designated you as the recipient of the beautiful army sword
contributed to the Fair for the purpose of presentation to the one of our Generals
who should receive the largest numbe.r of votes during the continuance of the
Fair. The whole number of votes exceeded 45,000, of which you received Sl,200.
A committee from th.is department proposed presenting this testimonial of your
countrymen in person, but the duties of the active campaign in which. you l1ave
been and are now engaged, has suggested the propriety of deferring this pleasure
until you have achieved a consummation of intents and designs of a campaign
in which all the hearts of the nation follow you with patriotic ardor and interests.
As custodian of this testimonial, in which so many of your countrymen have
united, I shall be happy to receive from you any suggestion that prompts itself
in regard to the disposition nnd manner of conveying the same to you. I am also
intrusted with a miUtary saddle, bridle and mountings complete, of excellent
workmanship, intended for presentation to you by citizens of New-York, and
designed to take the same course as the army sword. Hoping to hear from you
soon, . ••" ''I am in receipt of your letter of 21st ultimo. Agreeably with your
wishes, I have the pleasure of enclosing Adams' Express Company's receipt for
the army sword, saddle and horse equipments, presented to you by your countrymen, through the Metropolitan Fair in aid of the United States Sanitary Commission. On their arrival be kind enough to acknowledge the receipt of same,
that the acknowledgement may form part 0£ the history of the great charity in
which so many of our citizens were engaged." New-York Tribune, Sept. 3, 1864.
On Aug. 18, USG wrote to Blodgett. "Your favor of the 5th inst., inclosing express company's receipt for the army sword, saddle and horse equipments, generously donated to the MetropoHtan Fair for the benefit of our sick and wounded
soldiers, is just received. The articles themselves also reached me this evening.
Permit me, through you, to thank all those loyal citizens to whose partiality I am
indebted foi- these beautiful presents. The sword I shall endeavor to hand down
to my children untarnished by any act of mine to make them feel ashamed."
New-York Times, Sept. 4, 1864. Concerning the sword, see letter to Julia Dent
Grant, April 24, 1864,
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
City Point Va
July 22nd 1864 9 pm

MAJ G EN H w HALLECK
CHF OF STAFF

Your dispatch of ten A M to day received I telegraphed s[ev]era! days ago to retain Wright and the other forces until the retreat
of Early was fully assured, and asked if Wright and Hunter were
not strong enough to attack him. You need not send any troops back
until the main force of the enemy are known to have left the Valley.
Is Wright still where he can act in conjunction with Hunter? If the
first can push the enemy back & destroy RailRoads from Charlottsville to Gordonsville I would prefer that service to having them
here.

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (on July 23, 1864, 7:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ib-id., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, x.xxvii, part 21 413-14; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 385. On July 22, 10:00
A.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "A staff officer of Genl
Wright arrived last night with a dispatch dated 1.30 PM of the 21st. Acting on
your previous orders he had given up the pursuit & would reach Washington today. He left the enemy retreating on Front Royal & Strasburg. It is for you to
decide whether he shall remain to cooperate with Hunter's forces, or whether he
shall embark for City Point. In my opinion raids will be renewed as soon as he
leaves, but you are the judge whether or not a large enough moveable force shall
be kept here to prevent them." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
Printed as received at 6:40 P.M. in O.R., I, x..xxvii, part 2, 413; ibid., I, xl, part
3,385.
On July 21, noon, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler and
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "A dispatch from Gen Hunter of 10 SO am the
20th states that a dispatch just recvd by him announces that Wright & Crooks
have formed a junction at Snickers ferry have crossed the Shenandoah and are
driving the enemy with every prospect of capturing his whole train Previous
information announced that Wright had captured eighty wagons & a number
of prisoners Another dispatch that Crooks had had an engagement with a part
of the eoemys force killin.g & wounding about six hundred" Telegram received,
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; ibid., Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, DLC-USG, V, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi.
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To Maj. Gen. BenjaminF. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt.
Dated July 221864.

To G:EN BuTLER.
I see firing again in the same direction as last night. D oes
Foster still hold the position gained today? Has he not been reinforced. Is the firing- seen an attack made by the enemy 1
U. s. GRANT
Telegram.received (at 9:20 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part S, 400.
On July 22, 1864, 9: 30 P.M,, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG.
'" Nothing new from Foster since noon. He has not b een re-inforced. Have telegraphed to him to ascertain what the firing is. Imagine it to be only picket firing.
The enemy as far as heard from have only some cavalry at that particular point."
Copies, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N,, C., At::iny of the
James, Unentered Papers; (undated) ibid., RG 39S, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Sent. Printed as received at 9: !30 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part !3, 400. At
10:40 A.M., Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel had tel'egraphed to USG. "Foster proposed this morning to try and retake that position, which the 11th Maine took
and had to give up yesterday. This position is the intersection of the New Market
and Malvern Hill main road with a branch road leading to the Long Bridge main
road. It is an important one, as it cuts the direct oommunication between the
rebel forces at Malvern Hill and those at Chapin's farm. Consequently the enemy
would drive him out again as they are stronger than he is now. He bas therefore
been directed not to make the attempt until re-inforced to-morrow or the day
after by a portion of the 19th Corps. That position jf held protects perfectly the
position at Deep Bottom, the pontoon bridge the navigation of the river, and I
think would force the enemy's batteries &BS fet.ee and troops from Malvern Hill.
l" ALS (telegram ~ent), DNA, RG 94, War R ecords Office, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Army of the James, UnenteFed Papers; telegram recejved, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part !3, 400, Oo the same day, Weitzel transmitted
to USG telegrams from Brig. Gen. Robert S. Foster and Brig. Gen. Alfred H.
Terry about the recapture of the position. ibid, , pp. 404, 405. On the same day,
Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins telegraphed to USG. "Maj Gen Butler telegraphs
that Foster has retaken the ttleee position from which he was driven last night,
and has directed him to hold it, unless attacked by a superior force, which however he does not apprehend will be attempted-" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part !3c.i !385. At
10: !37 P.M., Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "Foster's regiment bas fallen back
from that position for the night, not having any disposable force to re-inforce it.
The firing is below him and is by the gun boats, which are shelling the flanks of
that regiment: to keep off the. rebels No symptoms whatever of any pressing
or attacking force of the enemy. I have not the least doubt but that, that position
can be retaken without loss in the morning. It seems to be sort of neutral ground."
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ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 400.
On July 23, USG telegraphed to Butler. ''Is there any thing going on with
Genl Foster Command-I see -the same evidence of .fiting in that direction I did
two 2 nights ago" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. An undated
telegram from Weitzel to USG was probably sent the same day. "Foster has
been reinforced by one brigade, which is now intrenching on the down stream
side of Four Mile Creek. That second bridge from Jones' Neck to the lower side
of the creek was laid last night. That Point is now, 1 think, for good, in our possession, and I suppose some picket firing is going oil. I will telegraph at once to
Foster." Copy, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. On the
same day, Weitzel telegraphed to USG a message from Foster. ''There is no firing
here except an occasional shot by the gun.boats into the woods in front of my
line below Four-Mile Creek. The Eleventh Maine hold a position covering the
road from New Market to Malvern Hill. All is quiet along my lines." ALS ( telegram sent) , ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated),
ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Ya, and N. C., Telegrams Sent. The message from Foster
is in O.R., l,.xl, part S, 419.
1. On July 21, 10:05 P.M., Weitzel telegraphed to Rawlins. ''The followin,g
despatch just received. 'Deep Bottom 8 45 P. m . 21st GEN WEITZEL Chf
Engr & act. chf staff Learning that the enemy were at work where they had
the battery placed on the 14th inst & knowing that if allowed to entrench themselves they could injure my camps & the pontoon bridge & obstruct navigation I
ordered the eleventh (11th) Me. under Lt Col Hill to the bluff below four mile
creek with instructions to advance & occupy the enemys position which was done
without loss & the eBeey& enemys picket as our line advanced Col Hill now
holds the Ground formerly occupied by the enemy which is about a mile and a
quarter in front of out work on the bluff and not far from $weeny's pottery He
has levelled the battery Col H- - reports quite a force in his front One
Lieutenant & ten enlisted men were captured and have sent to corps Hd qrs
R. S. FOSTER Brig Gen' Will the commandg General please order Genl Benham to send me another bridge six hundred feet long so that I can throw it
from .Tones Neck to the Down river bank of four Mile creek and thus enable us
to re inforce that bank if necessary & thus keep the enemy from erecting batteries on that bank as this attempt was to Command & shell our troops which
a:re in position on the up river bank of that creek" Telegram received, DNA.,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 9:30 P.M. in O.R., I, xi, part 3,
377. See ibid., p. 389. At 10:45 P.M., USG telegraphed to Butler. "I see constant flashing as if burning powder in the direction of Gen Fosters camp. Do
you know what lt is I hear no sound of arty but thought it possible the enemy
might be shelling Fosters camp." Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler;
copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
377. At 10:50 P.M., \,Veitzel telegtaphed to USG. "The General has retired.
GelH ~ is The 11th Maine Reg't which had driven the enemy as already
reported to you, has in turn been driven, after a fight back into our intrencbments. Nothing .serious reported. I have requested the Navy to shell the. enemy
as they must be in some force, to protect their working parties which will undoubtedly attempt again to erect the battery which the 11th Maine destroyed."
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ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentei:ed Papers; copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, x.l, part 3, 377. On the same day, USG
telegraphed to Weitzel. "H there is any further report from Genl Foster tonight,
please forward it to me." Telegram received (at 11:12 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin
F. Butler.

To Bvt. Lt. Ge1i. Winfield Scott
R£ADQUARTERS, ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,

CITY Po1NT, Va,July 23, 1864.
LIEUTENANT GENERAL WrNFIBLnScorr, U. S. A.:MY DEAR GENERAL-Your

letter of the 2d inst., addressed to
the Hon. E. B Wasbburne, in which you informed him that you had
heard that some one had told me that you had spoken sl[i]ghtingly
of my appointment to my present rank, is just received. Allow me
to assure you, General, that no one has ever given me such information. I h ave never heard of any speech of yours in connection with
the present rebellion which did not show the great interest felt by
you, both in our eminent success. and in the success of all our commanders. In fact, all that I have heard of your saying in relation to
myself has been more flattering to me than I probably deserve.
With assurance of great esteem for you personally, General,
as well as for the services you have rendered our country throughout a long and eventful public career, I subscribe mysel£1 very respectfully and truly, your obedient servant,

U.S.GRANT,
Lieutenant General U.S. A.
New York Herald, Dec. 9, 1864. On July 2, 1864, Bvt. Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott,
West Point, wrote to U.S. Representative Elihu B'. Washburne. ''I heard a short
time ago that some one had informed Lieut. Genl. Grant that I had spoken slightly
as an officer. A.s it is probable that your frank may enable this a letter to reach
him I beg leave to say Mi thro' you that I have never uttered an unkind word
about him. The inquiry has frequently been addressed to me-'Do you know
Genl. Grant?' I have answered that he made the campaign of Mexico with me
& was considered by me & I suppose by all his brothers in commission, as a good
officer, & one who attained special distinction at Molino del Rey-Of his more
recent services I have uniformly spoken in terms of the highest admiration &
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added that, in my opinion, he had richly earned his present rank, & hope he may
speedily put down the rebellion." ALS, DLC-Elihu B. Wasbburne. In late Nov.,
USG visited Scott, who inscribed a copy of his Memoirs, "From the oldest to the
ablest General in the world.'' New York Herald, Nov, 22, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point July 23d/64 6 p. m.

MAJ. GEN, HALLECK, WASHINGTON,

If Wright has returned to Washington send him immediately
back here retaining however the portion of the 19th Corps now in
Washington for fm-ther orders. Early is undoubtedly returning
here to enable the enemy to detach troops to go to Georgia. Hun•
ter's troops must be tired. I would say therefore for him to take up
such of the advanced positions suggested by him as in his judgement will best protect the line of the Potomac.
If Wright & Hunter have started after the enemy with the view
of following on to the road from Charlottesville to Gordonsville let
them go.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWH.i; telegram received (on July 24, 1864, 1:00
A.M.), DNA, RG 101, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I , xxxvii, part 2,

422; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 408-9. On July 23, 1:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W.
Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Gen! Wright in person arrived this morniog, and
most of his forces will encamp at our outer line to-night. He says it will take about
two days to refit h.is men with shoes & clothing & to have them paid. Our cavalry yesterday followed the enemy to Strasburg. He is still moving south. Genl
Hunter telegraphs to the President that without the assistance of Wright be cannot prevent Early's return, if attempted. A man just in from Gordonsville says
the. rail road is repaired & the bridge across the Rapidann nearly completed. In
regard to Early's force, Gen! Wright was assured by union men who saw both
armies that Early's was much the larger. The rebels generally said to the country
people that as soon as they secured their plunde.r they would return to Maryland
& Penn. for more, & that they elCpected to meet a force from Richmond to recieve
their plunder. They were probably directed by their officers to say this. 'The
President, who bas seen all the clispatches on the subject, directs me to say that
you alone can judge of the importance of sending the 6th corps to the Army of
the Potomac, or of its operating with Hunter against Gordonsville & Charlottsvil.le, and that you alone must decide the question. The part of the 19th corps
which returns with Genl Wright will be sent to City Point, as soon as they can
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be refitted." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid.; (on July 24) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I.
:xl, part !3, 408. On the same day, 10:30 P .M., USG telegraphed to Halleck.
"Please send back ltePe all Cavalry detachments, whether mounted or not, be•
longing to regiments here with the exception of those belonging to the 1st Pa 3d
Pa 1st N. J. !3d Ia ftfld 6th Pa. ::i:heee t"egimeate and 8th Pa. These regiments axe
being sent back having but a short period to serve." ALS (telegram sent),
OClWHi; telegram received (on July 24, 7:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound). O.R., I , xl, part !3, 409.
On July 23, 2: 30 P.M., Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed
to USG. "A man who leh Gordonsville on the 12 inst. arrived here yesterday
He is intellegent and seems honest. He reports that when he )eh the cars were
running through from Richmond to Gordonsville Charlottesville Stanton 8t Lynchburg The rebels were building a bridge over the Rapidan to get bay from Culpepper" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, Xll'Vii,
part 2, 422; ibid., I, xi, part !3, 409.

To Elihu B. W ashburne
City Point Va. July, 23d 1864.
HoN. E. B. WASHBURN,
DEAR SIR:

Your letter of the 17th enclosing one from Gen. Scott 1 is just
received. I enclose to you my answer to the Gens. which please
forward to him.-All are well here and bouyant and full of hope.
I wish people North [ w ]ould be as hopeful as our troops who have
to do the fighting are.
I cannot write you what I expect to do here. That Maryland
raid upset my plans but I will make an attempt to do something
before many days.
In regard to the appointment of Capt. Atchison 2 on my Staff to
fill the vacancy made by Rowley should he resign I cannot make it.
I have now two Staff officers not recognized by any law who have
been with me for a long time. As vacancies occur it is but fair that
they should be absorbed.
I will save for you some battlefield trophy.
Remember me to the good people of Galena.
Yours Truly

u. s. GRANT

JULY

301

24, 1864

ALS, IHi.
1. See letter to Bvt. Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott, July 23, 1864.
2. Probably Charles B. Atchison of Ill., appointed capt. and aide as of July
11, 1862, who served at the close of the war on the staff of Maj. Gen. Edward
O. C. Ord. O.R., I, xlvi, part 2,861.

To Charles A. Dana
City Point Va. July 24th 1864
C. A. DANA, AssT. SEc. OF WAR, WASHINGTON,
How does the pursuit after the enemy sum up? Have they been
compelled to drop any of their plunder and have we killed captured
or scattered any of their force to speak of. What news have you
from Foster? We bear nothing from him except through the papers.
All quiet here. A Richmond extra of yesterday, claims great victory
at Atlanta, capture of a great many prisoners twenty two pieces of
artillery, killed large numbers among whom was the celebrated
yankee general McPherson, also Genls. G. A. Smith and Wood,
that Hardee was in Shermans rear, & they expected victory would
be decisive Shermans dispatches of a day later which of course
you have seen places the matter in a very different light, save the
death of McPherson.-We will make a move here about tuesday, 1
4e ~ 0Be ef but which one of two that are in contemplation is
not yet fixed upon, when it is I will let yea.k dispatch you.
JNORAWLINS

Brig genl-Chf of staff
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram.received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound).. Printed as sent at 11:00 A.M. in O.R., 1, =vii, part 2, 427;
ibid., I, :d, part 3, 422-23. USG WTote the first four sentences of the telegram
sent; Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins completed it. On July 24, 1864, 9:00 P,M,,
Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana telegraphed to Rawlins. "The pursuit
of Early on the whole has proved an egreg,e rous failure, relieved only by Averills
success at Winchester in which he captured four guns and some prisoners
Wright and Crook accomplished nothing and Wright started back as soon as he
got where be might have done something worth while. As it is Early bas got off
with the mass of his plunder and Hunter will hardly be able to break up the
railroad beyond what can be repaired in a short time. Had Wright remained in
the valley the combined forces might have made a fine campaign at least against
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the rail roads and the crops. We have no news from Foster nor anything from
Atlanta later than VaoDuzers despatch of 11 P. M. of yesterday Will you do
me the kindness to let me know what is the matter with John Seitz a baker from
this dty who has been or is being tried at City Point for some offence, and to
have the execution of the sentence suspended if it is in any way severe, at least
for the present. Chapman & McIntosh have been made Brigadier Generals. The
General's previous recommendation had been mislaid & could not be found McCandless has also been made a Brigadier General Osterhaus has been made a
major General" T elegram received, USG 5. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 427; ibid.,
I, xl, part 5, 425.
On July 25, 5:00 P.M., Dana telegraphed to Rawlins. "I am privately Informed from Gen Wright that the force under Gen Crook in the valley which
figures on Hunters Field Return as 8000 Effectives is in reality not over 4000
many of them being also a poor quality of Troops No men of Crooks own
Division are there; It looks as if these h ad not yet all left the Ohio river" Telegram received (on July 26), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 11:00 P.:M. in O.R., I, xxx:vii, part 2,454. On July 23, USG telegraphed
to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "The order sending Regts, whose times
expired by twenty fifth of August to Washington will take Colonel J. B. McIntosh Third Pa. Cavalry & Colonel Geo H . Chapman Third Indiana both Commanding brigades in third Division Cavalry, I have therefore to request their
immediate promotion in accordance with previous recommendations." Telegram
received, DNA, RC 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., T elegrams Collected ( Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, xl, part 5, 408. On July 24, 9:05 P.M., Stanton telegraphed to USG.
"The appointments of Brigadier reccomendd by you towit Cols McCandless,
Chapman Chamberlain, & McIntosh were ordered and have been made and will
be transmitted to you by the Adjutant General. The President h as appointed
General Osterhouse Major General. There are three or four other vacancies of
Brigadier awaiting your reccommendation to be filled up." ALS (teleg.r am sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Bound); telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., J, xl, part 3,
421. At 9:20 P.M., Col. James A. Hardie telegraphed to USG. "The Secretary
of War directs me to inform you that General Osterhaus has been, by direction
of the President appointed Major General of Volunteers." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., Telegums Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On July 26, USG
telegraphed. to Maj. Gen, George G. Meade. ''The Secy of War telegraphs that
Col's McCandless Chapman Chamberlain & McIntosh have been appointed Brigadier Generals- Osterhaus et a Major Genl" Telegram received; ibid., RG 94,
War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copies ( 2), Meade Papers, PHi. On
the same day, USG telegraphed the same message to Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
1. July 26.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. July 24th/6412 m.

MAJ. GEN. H ALLECK, w ASHINGTON !

Your despatch of I p. m. yesterday just received.1 I presume
you had not yet received my dispatch directing the 6th Corps to be
returned here and the 19th retained. I would prefer keeping the
Anny of the Potomac together if possible and if necessary send all
of the 19th Corps to Washington. You can retain Gen. Wright until I learn possitively what has become of Early. I would prefer
a complete smashup of the enemy's roads about Gordonsville &
Charlottesvi1le to having the same force here. If Wright and Hunter
can do thjs job let them do it. Submit the matter to Wright for his
views. If they get out to the rail-road every rail ought to be destroyed from Gordonsville back towards Richmond and towards
Orange Court House for miles and from Charlottesville towards
Staunton and towards Lynchburg in the same way.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent.), OClWHi; telegram received (at 6: 00 P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 426; ibid., I, xl, part
3, 421-22. On July 24, 1864, noon and 8:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
telegraphed to USG. ''The rear of the 6th corps got into camp last night. They
are being supplied & paid to day. They will probably begin to embark to-night.
Last telegram from Genl Hunter in regard to enemy in the Shenandoah is forwarded." "Gen! Wdght in accordance v,ith your orders was about to embark for
city Point I have directed him to await your further orders. I shall exercise no
further discretion in thls matter, but shall carry out such orders as you you may
give" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegrams received, ibid.; (2nd) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unboupd); ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 426; ibid., I , xl, part 3, 421,
4.22.

On the same day, 5:00 P . M., USG telegraphed to Halleck. «special order
236 from the Adj. Gen. Office, of date July 13th details Col. A. G, Draper 36th
U.S. Colored Troops as commander of !'Recruiting Depot at Fortress Monroe, Va.
Col. Draper is very much needed here. I would like to have the order changed
subsituting Brig. Gen. Wilde for Col. Draper.'' ALS ( telegram sent) , OCIWHi;
telegram received (on July 25, 10:15 A.~{.) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R., I, xl, part 3, 422.
On July 26, 10: 00 A,M., Col. Edward D. Townsend telegraphed to USG. ''Your
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telegram of twenty fourth (24th) suggesting change in Special Orders two
hundred thirty six (236) has is.received The change has been made accordingly
.Aelme~\-le" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Dated July
25 in O.R,, I, xl, part. 3, 436.
On July 24, 5:30 .P.M., USG telegraphed to Halleck. "Please direct Gen.
Foster to order Brig. Gen. Wm Birney to report to Gen. Butler if his services
can be dispensed with. His Brigade might be brought here if Foster thinks he
can do without it. Whilst operations continue here much cannot be done in the
Dept. of the South except to hold what we have got." ALS (telegram sent),
OCIWHi; telegram received (on July 25, 10:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xxxv, part 2, 185; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 422. On
Jufy 6, Bvt. Maj. Gen. Montgomery C. Meigs had written to Halleck concerning
a request by Maj. Gen. John G. Foster for armed transports built by Norman
Wiard. /bid., I, xxxv, part 2, 167. On July 9, Halleck endorsed this letter to USG.
Ibid. On Aug. 10, USG endorsed this letter. "Respy returned. As I have requested
that all troops that can be spared from General Fosters Comma11d be brought
forward; and that, General Foster for the present act purely on on the defen_sive
at Charleston, there is no necessity for sending these vessels'I Copy, DLC-USG,
V, 58. Misdated Aug. 16 in 0.R., I, xxxv, part 2, 168. See ibid., pp. 231, 23435,256.
l. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 23, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va, July 24th 1864.

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
CoMD.GA.P.
GENERAL,

Your note brought by Col. Comstock is received. It will be
necessary to act without expecting Wright. He is pow in Washington bu,t it is not fully assured yet that Early has left the Valley and
if Wright was to start back no doubt the Maryland raid would be
repeated.
I am not willing to attempt a movement so hazerdous as the one
against intrenched lines against the judgement of yourself and
your Engineer officer, and arrived at after a more careful survey of
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the ground than I have given it. I will let you know however in the
morning what determination I come to.
Very respectfully
your obt. svt.
U.S.GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. O.R., I, x.1, part 1, 131-32; ibid., I, :xl, part S,
425-26. See following letter.
On July 24, 1864,, 11:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. David Hunter, Harpers Ferry,
telegraphed to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton transmitting a telegram of
July 23 from Brig. Gen. George Crook, Winchester. "There are rumors that apparently have foundation that Longstreet is in the Valley. As yet I am not prepared to say how far this may be true" Telegram received, DNA, RG- 108, Letters Received. 0 .R., l y x:xxvil, part '2, 428, USG endorsed this telegram to Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade. "Is there any word from deserters of Longstreet's Corps
within the last day or two?" AES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl,
part 3, 426. On July '24, 8: 00 P,M,, Meade telegraphed to USG. "The foregoing
is sent as all the information we have of Longstreets Corps We have been on
the qui-vive to find out any movements of Lees army and question all deserters
& others on this point I feel quite sure the Corps has not been moved-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 426. The
enclosure is ibid. On July 25, 6:30 P.M. , Meade telegraphed to USG. "A deserter from the 19 Missi. Rgt. A11dersons old Divn. Hills Corps came into our
lines last night He states that Hoods old Division of Longstreets Corps is still
in our front on the left of Hills Corps but that McLaws Divn. now commanded
by Kershaw moved to the north side of the Appomatox some days since- It was
at first rumored they were going to re-inforce Early, but it was subsequently reported they did not go but are still north of the Appomatox.-This confirms the
teport made to Genl. Foster" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army 0£
the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; ( S)
Meade Papers, PHi. 0 .R., I, xi., part S, 437.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va, July 24th 1864
'M AJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE,
CoMD.GA. P.
GENERAL,

The Engineer officers who made a survey of the front from
Bermuda Hundred report against the probability of success from
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an attack there. The chances they think will be better on Burnsides
front. If this is attempted it will be necessary to concentrate all the
force possible at the point in the enemy's line we ~ pect to penetrate. All officers should be fully 'impressed with the absolute necessity of pushing entirely beyond the enemy's present line if they
should succeed in penetrating it, and of getting back to their present line promptly if they should not succeed in breaking through.
To the right and left of the point of Assault all the aArtillery possible should be brought to play upon the enemy in front, during the
Assault. Thin lines would be sufficient for the support of the Artillery and all the reserves could be brought on the flank of their commands nearest to the point of Assault ready to follow in if successful. The fField Artillery & Infantry held in the lines during the first
assault should be in r eadiness to move at a moments notice either
to their front or to follow the Main Assault as they should receive
orders. One thing however should be impressed on Corps Commanders. If they see the enemy giving way in their front, or moving from it to reinforce a heavily assailed portion of their line, they
should take advantage of such knowledge and act promptly without
waiting for orders from their Army Commander.
Gen. Ord can co-operate with his Corps in this movement and
about five thousand troops from Bermuda Hundred can be sent to
reinforce you or can be used to threate11 an assault between the Appomattox and J ames River as may be deemed best.
This should be done by T eusday morning, if done at all. If not
attempted we will then start at the date indicated to destroy the
rail-road as far as Hicksford at least and to Welden if possib1e.
Please give me your views on this matter and I will order at
once.
In this I have said nothing of the part to be taken by the Cavalry
in case the enemy's lines are assaulted. The best they disposition to
make of them probably would be to place them on the extreme left
with instructions to skirmish with the enemy and drive him back if
possible following up any success gained in that way according to
the judgement of the commander, or orders he may receive.
Whether we send an expedition on the rail-road or assault at
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Petersburg Burnsides mMine will be blown up. As it is impossible
to hide preparations from our own officers and men, and consequently from the enemy, it will be well to have it understood as
far as possible that just the reverse of what we intend is in contemplation.
I am General, very respectfully &c.

U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. 0.R., I, xl, part 1, 129-30; ibid., I, xi, part 3,
424. On July 24, 1864, Maj, Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG. "I have
received your letter per Lt. Col Comstock,-In reply thereto, I have to state I
yesterday made a close & careful reconnaissance of the enemys position & altho'
I could not detect any positive indications of a 'Second line, yet from certain appearances at different points I became satisfied a second line does el!'.ist on the
east of the ridge just in rear of the position of Burnsides mine I have no doubt
of the successful explosion of the mine & of our ability to effect a lodgment and
compel the evacuation of the line at present held by the enemy; but from their
redoubt on the Jerusalem plank road & from their position in front of the Hare
house their artillery fire would compel either a withdrawal or an advance. The
advance of course should be made but its success is dependant on the question
whether the. enemy have or have not a second line on the crest of the ridge-If
they have with the artillery fire already referred to, which sweeps the whole slope
of the ridge, I do not deem it practicable to carry the second line by assault.Now from my examination as previously stated, together with the evident necesslty for their having such a line, I am forced to believe one will be. found and l
do not tl1erefore deem, the assault expedient-Should it be deemed necessary to
take all the risks involved, and there is undoubtedly room for doubt, I would like
a little more time than is given in your note, to place in position the ma.--<lmum
amount of artillery to bear upon the lines not assaulted. fo regard to the assaulting force it would be composed, so far as this army is concerned of the 9th
& 2d corps The 5th corps have no reserves of any consequence, and would be
required to hold their line & be prepared to meet any attempt to turn our left
flank which in case of an unsuccessful assault I should deem quite probable. Fully
impressed as 1 am with the necessity of immediate action, and also satisfied that
excepting regular approaches, the assault on Burnsides front is the most practic·a ble, I am compelled as a matter of judgment to state that the chances of success
are not such as to m!lke the attempt advisable-At the same time I do not consider it hopeless & am prepared to make the attempt, if it is deemed of importance to do so.-1 enclose you a i:eport of Maj. Duane whlcb confirms my views.If \,Vright is soon to return, and we can extend our lines to the Welden road we
could then advance against the salient on the Jerusalem plank road & make an
attempt to carry these at the same time we exploded .Burnsides mine-This was
my idea some time ago & we .have been preparing the necessary siege works for
this purpose.-Under your instructions however none of the heavy guns or
material .have been brought to the front-it would take perhaps two days to get
them up.-" ALS, Gratz Collection, PHi. Printed with two variant texts in 0.R.,
I, xi, part 1, l S~l; ibid., I, xl, part S, 424-25. See preceding letter..
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To Julia Dent Grant
City Point Va. July 24th 1864.
DEARJULIA,

I have just about five minuetes to write you before the mail
leaves which is just time enough to say that I am well. I have not
heard from you for some time and when I did your letter was an old
one. I suppose you have written and your letters will come along
after a while. Have you made up your mind where you and the
children will go? I want you to exercise your own pleasure about
this but want the children to be at a good school. If you like you
may go to any Eastern Village where you can get good schools
and a pleasant place to board. I would have no objection to Philadelphia. It would cost a greatdeel to furnish a house to go to houskeeping and until I know where we will be I do not want to incur it.
Besides if you were housekeeping you would be tied down so tbat
you could not leave home. Boarding at a good place you could always leave the children for a few weeks.
Love and kisses for yourself and children.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.

To Abraham Lincoln
City Point, Va, July 25th 1864

A.

LINCOLN

PRESIDENT OF THE UNlTED STATES,

DEAR SIR:

After the late raid into Maryland had expended itself, seeing
the necessity of having the four Departments of "The Susque-
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hanna," ''The Middle," "Western Va.'' and "Washington'' under
one head_, I recommended that they be merged into one, and named
Gen. Franklin as a suitable person to command the whole.1 I still
think it highly essential that these four Departments should be in
one command. I do not insist that the Departments should be
broken up, nor do I insist upon Gen. Franklin Commanding. All I
ask is that one General officer in whom I, and yourself, have confidance in, should command the whole. Gen. Franklin was named
because he was available and I know him to be capable and believe
him to be trustworthy.
It would suit me equally well to call the four Departments referred to, a "Military Division," and to have, placed in command
of it, General Meade. In this case I would suggest Gen. Hancock
for command of the Army of the Potomac, and Gen. Gibbon for
the command of the 2d Corps. With Gen. Meade in command of
such a Division, I would have every confidence that all the troops
within the Military Division would be used to the very best advantage in case of another invasion. He too having no care beyond
his own command, would station his troops to the best advantage,
from a personal examination of the ground, and would adopt means
of getting the earliest information of any advance of the enemy1
and would prepare to meet it.
During the last raid the wires happened to be down between
here and Fortress Monroe, and the cable broken between there and
Cherrystone. This made it take from twelve to twenty-four hours,
each way, for dispatches to pass. Under such circumstances it was
difficult for me to give positive orders or directions because I could
not tell how the conditions might change during the transit of
dispatches.
Many reasons might be assigned for the change here suggested
some of which I would not care to commit to paper but would not
hesitate to give verbally.
I send this by Brig. Gen. Rawlins, Chief of Staff, who will be
able to give more information of "the situation" than I could give in
a lettet.

310

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

Hoping that you will see this matter in the light I do, I have the
honor of subscribing myself,
Very Truly & respectfully
your obt. svt.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS, DLC-Robert T. Lincoln. O.R., I, xx.xvii, part 2, 433-34; ibid., I, xl, part 3,
436.
1. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, July 18, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 25 1864.
To MAJ GENL BuTLER
The Concentration of the Enemy between the Appo'x and James
may result in an attack on your Lines have you got all your force
out neat the front? I saw a large Vessel arrive at Bermuda today
loaded with Troops Are they from New Orleans
US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Anny of the James, Unentered Papers; copies (sent at 9: 15 l'.M.), ibid., RG
108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 5\'l, 67. O.R., I , xl, parts, 451. On July
25, 1864, 9: 15 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler telegraphed to USG. "I
dont think the concentration of troops between the Appomattox and the James
means aDd attack upon me-I think from the point where the enemys forces are
put that it means to repel an advance upon Port Walthal Junction-They are in a
convineant position as a reserve either against an attack upon Petersburg or from
my lines-About thirteen hundred men arrived to <;lay from New Orleami they
are a portion of the 2d Brigade 2d Division 19th A. C." LS (telegram sent) ,
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 451. At 10:00
P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I have just eJ1amined some prisoners and deserters There are opposite Deep Bottom Johnson's Brigade of Beauregards
forces, McGowans Brigade now Conners and Lanes Brigade-These Brigades
will average about nine hundred ( 900) men-On last Saturday McLaws Division of Longstreets Corps came there, consisting of Kershaws old Brigade Kershaw now commanding the Division-Humphrys Brigade about Seven hundred
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(700) men Waffords Brigade about Eight hundred (800) Bryans Brigade about
800-Kershaws Brigade about Eight Hundred (800)-They are entrenching
themselves in front of Foster between three ( S) and four ( 4) mile creek-I cannot learn that they extend to our right beyond four (4) mile creek It is repo,rted, but this is not certain, that A P Hill has relieved Kershaw and is in command of all the tr-0ops on the North of the James-A refugee left Richmond on
Saturday reports no troops in Richmond save the second class militia that is
under eighteen and above forty five & the foreign legion of five ( 5 ) or six
hupdred ( 600) guarding prisoners & bridges-This is also confirmed by two (2)
other refugees that left Richmond yesterday-" LS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG
1071 Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ·ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 451. USG added a note at the end of the telegram received. '"The above dispatch just received. It indicates a nervousness
about any force going to the N" AE, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xl, pa.rt 3, 451.
Also on July 25, Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "The
following despatch has just been received from Genl Foster at Deep Bottom.
'Two prisone.r s just captured from Humphrey's Miss. Brigade of Ker,shaw'sformerly McLaws division report their division came to this place Saturday night,
It consists of 2 Georgia brigades, l S. C Brigade & 1 Miss. brigade, thus making
7 Brigades in my front. I have stirred them up if nothing more. They came from
Petersburg they say. A. P. Hill having relieved Kershaw to-day of command of
all the forces here.'" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the Jaroes, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, :xl, part 3, 450. At 7:45 P.M., 8:00 P.M., and 10:05 P,M,,
Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "Our signal officers report that the Enemy in some
force has just encamped on a bill three miles NW of the Walthall House This
~ ~ is beyond all doubt a force established as a reserve, midway between
our line here and Petersburg and indicates that they are expecting an attack
here" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Cav. Corps, T elegrams
Received. Printed as received at 9:25 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 450; (misdated
July 20) i bid., p. 356. "Gen! Foster reports an appearance of activity &fl. his &eat
by the enemy in bis front not before noticed. Clashing &c-The clashing would
show that the enemy was preparing for an attack there" ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. Printed as received at 8:30 P.M.
in O.R., I, xi, part 3, 450. "The following despatch has just been received from
Genl. Foster 'Blue. Girn'L WEITZEL: I have just captured an Orderly for Col.
Corcoran, 17th Miss., who confirms the report that Kershaw's Div. is on my
front; he also reports two Miss. Reg'ts advancing in skirmish line towards my
pickets, on the lowe:r side of Four Mile Creek; whether for the purpose of attacking in force in the A. M., or to establish 'Picket, can't say-I am inclined to
thi.Pk the latter. I have strengthened my line, and am going to send one of my
Veteran reg'ts. over to-night. R. S. FOSTER, B. G.'" ALS (incomplete telegram
sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid.,
RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N . C., Telegrams Sent.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 25th 1864

MAJ

GEN MEADE

You may direct the loading of the mine in front of the 9th
Corps. I would set no time when it should be exploded, but leave it
subject to orders. The expedition ordered may cause such a weakening of the enemy at Petersburg as to make an attack there possible, in which case you would want to spring Burnsides mine. It
cannot be kept a great while after the powder is put in, I would say
therefore if it is not found necessary to blow it up earlier, I would
have it set off during t}le afternoon of Wednesday .1

u. s. GRANT

Lt Gen,
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2)
'Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part S, 438.
1. July 27, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va. July 25th 1864

MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEADE,
P.

COMO.GA.
GENERAL;

Before making an expedition down the Welden road I propose
to make a demonstration on the North side of the James River,
having for its real object the destruction of the rail-road on that
side. To execute this the 2d Army Corps, two Divisions of Sheridan's Cavalry, Sheridan commanding in person, will be required.
Kautz' Cavalry will also be ordered to report to Sheridan for the
occatsion. This whole force should be got, if possible, to e:Deep
Bottom without attracting the attention of the enemy and before
our own people are allowed a clue to what is really intended.-
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There are now two pontoon bridges at Deep Bottom and in the
evening before the movement commences a second should be
thrown across the Appomattox at Broadway. This would give two
roadways 8-f the whole distance to be traveled.
There are now two Brigades at Deep Bottom and on the New
Market and Malvern Hill toad. These troops will continue to hold
their present position thus securing the crossing for our troops on
their return. After crossing James River the Cavalry will advance
as rapidly as possible in to the Va. Central rail-road, (in fact the
bridges over the Chickahominy on both roads should be destroyed)
as near to the City as possible. 'F rom this point they will work
North as far as the South Anna unless driven off sooner. I will
direct Gen. Ingalls to send with the expedition two hundred of his
rail-road men to aid i:n the work of destruction.
The 2d Corps will also advance as rapidly as possible from
Deep Bottom until they get opposite Chapin's Bluff. Here they will
take up a line to prevent the enemy k-em throwing a force across
the river to cut off t he return of our Cavalry. If in the judgement of
the Commanding officer his whole force is not necessary for this he
will advance towards Richmond with his available force and hold
such positions as he may think will insure the greatest security to
the expedition.
No wagons will be taken with the expedition except to carry
necessary intrenching tools and tools for destroying roads. Wagons
however to carry forty rounds of ammunition and five days rations,
and three days grain, may be sent in advance and parked near the
pontoon bridge over the James ready to be forwarded if required.
The troops will carry four days rations with them commencing
from the time they leave Deep Bottom. To give them these the
Com. y at Deep Bottom will be instructed to have on hand sixty
thousand rations ready to issue. When the work of destroying the
rail-roads is accomplished the whole expedition will return and
resume their present places.
It is barely possible that by a bold move this e:Kpedition may
surprise the little garrison of Citizen soldiery now in Richmond
and get in. This cannot be done however by any cautious move-
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ment, developing our force and making reconnoisances before at•
tacking. The only way in which it can be done, if done atall, is to
ride up to the City boldly, dismount and go in at the first point
reached. If carried in this way the prize could be secured by hurry~
ing up the 2d Corps and sending back word here so that other disposition could be made.
This expedition has for its object, as first stated, to destroy the
rail-roads North of Richmond. If anything more favorable grows
out of it, it will be due to the officers and men composing it and will
be duly appreciated.
In the absence of the 2d Corps and Cavalry great watchfuness
will be required on the part of the other troops and readiness to
take advantage of any movement of the enemy.
In preparing for this move let it be understood that it is for a
grand raid towards Welden. I do not mean to imply the necessity
of saying anything untrue but simply to make the necessary preparations for starting without giving out the idea of what is to be done
and leave our troops to guess that it is to go South, as they will,
without contradiction.
I should like this expedition to get off to-morrow night, if possible, if not then the night following.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.
U . s. GRANT
Lt. Gen. Com
ALS, deCoppet Collection, NjP. Printed as received at 8:30 A.M. in O.R., I, xl,
part 3, 437- 38.
On July 25, 1864, 9:45 P ,M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to USG
transmitting information from a Richmond newspaper. Ibid., p. 444..

To Edwin M .. Stanton
(Cipher)

E . M .. STANTON, SEC. OF w AR,

City Point, July 26th/64 2 p. m.

Your dispatch of gg.05 p. m. 24th just received. 1 The vacancies
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yet remaining for Brig. Gens. I would like to have given to such
men as Sherman may recommend. He has conducted his Campaign
with great skill and success I would therefore ellew confirm all
his recommendations for Department and Corps Commanders. No
one can tell so well as one immediately in command the disposition
that should be made of the material he has on band. Osterhaus has
proven him self a good soldier butifhe is not in the field I regret his
promotion.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent) , CSmH; telegram received (at 8: 10 P.M. ), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound}. O.R., 1, xxxvili, part 5, 260.
l. See telegram to Charles A. Dana, July 24, 1864.

T o Edwin M. Stanton
City Point, Va. July 26th 1864. [9:00 P.M.]
M. STANTON, SEc. oF WAR, WASHINGTON,
I will meet the Pi-esident at Fortress Monroe at any time that
will suit his convenience after about next Friday. I am commencing
movements to-night from which I hope favorable results. They
may have the effect of drawing the enemy back to'fvard from Maryland. I am also sending the 19th Corps and five or six veteran regiments of Cavalry to Washington.

HoN . E.

u. S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS {telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received {on July 27, 1864, 5: 00
A,M,), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, L"UVii, part 2,
444; ibid., I, xl, part S, 456-57. On July 26, 3:00 P.M., Secretary of War Edwin
M. Stanton had telegraphed to USG. "General Rawlins arrived this morning. The
P,r esedent desires you to name if you can a time when it would be convenient for
you to meet him in person at Fortress Monroe after Thursday morning." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, JPCXVii, part 2, 444; ibid., I, xl,
part Sj 456. On July 27, 1 :30 P.M. 1 Stanton telegraphed to USG. ''Your telegram received and is satisfactory. The President will wait your convenience for
consultation on the subject of your despatch feP'f!•lil'Elee brought by General
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Rawlins. General Halleck has been ordered to issue &eeh subject to your direction such military orders as may be necessary at the present juncture in accordance with the suggestion made in your telegram of yesterday. I would respectfully beg your own attention as far as possible to Point Lookout for I am
apprehensive of an ~ ef(forJt to release the prisoners. there" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,JlG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 463; ibid,, I, xl, part 3,
501.
On July 28, 9:00 A.M., President Abraham Lincoln bad telegraphed to
USG. "Will meet you at Fort-Monroe at 8. P. M. on Saturday the 30th unless
you shall notify me that it will be incon-venient to you." ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; telegram received, Ford's Theatre, Washington, D. C. 0.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 478; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 551.
Lincoln, Works, Vll, 469. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Lincoln, drafting his reply at the bottom of the telegram received from Lincoln. "I think it
will be improper for me to leave here befor Monday next in consequence of
present and prospective movements." ADfS (telegram sent), Ford's Theatre,
Washington, D. C.; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
Sent. O.R., I, nxvii, part 2, 478; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 551. On July 29, 8: 30 A. M.,
Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "I have changed my purpose, so that now l expect
to reach Fort-Monroe at 10. A. M. Sunday, the 31st" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii,
part 2, 492; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 590. Lincoln, Works, VII, 410. On July 30,
10:S0 A.ti{., USG, Hd. Qrs., 9th Army Corps, telegraphed to Lincoln. "I will
meet you at Fort Monroe Va, tomorrow at the hour you designated." Telegram
received (at 4:15 P.M.), DLC-Robert T. Lincoln; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); (2) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; copies, -ibid.,
Telegrnms Received in Cipher; DLC-USG, V, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 636.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point, July 26th 1864.
E. M. 8TAPITON &Ee. 01- ~ , MAJ GEN. HALLECK
WASHINGTON

Gen. Crooks dispatches idicates the posibility of another raid
North by the enemy. It takes a long time for dispatches to come
here and go back during which conditions may change. Conse,.
quently it is absolutely necessary that some one in Washington
should give orders and make disposition of all the forces within
reach of the line of the Potomac. Gea. Halleek infof'ffts me m- a
~
No force has gone from here to reinforce Early unless it may be
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odd regiments. Deserters come in every day enabling us to .keep
track of every change the enemy makes.
U. S. GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (sent at 12:30 P.M., received at 9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R.,
I, xxxvii, part 2, 445; ibid., I, xl, part S, 457. On July 25, 1864, 10: S0 P.M.,
USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "If the enemy move towards
the Potomac, he must be promptly met by Wright and all the force that can be
collected-Despatches being so long between hete and Washn, orders must be
given from there to meet pressing emergencies" Telegram received (on July
26, 2:25 P,M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvil, part 2,434; ibid.,
I, xi, part 3, 4-36. On July 26, 11:00 A.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "In
view of the return of the enemy with reinforcements, as stated in despatches
which have been sent to you, Genl Wright has moved out this morning on the
Rocksville road towards the Monocacy, to form a junction with Genl Hunter at
such point as the latter may direct. The 6th corps is reduced to a little over eleve.n
thousand. With the detachments of the 19th corps & from here he will have in all
about nineteen thousand including cavalry which, being made up of fragments
is not very reliable. To give GenI Wright any cavalry at all it was .necessary to
retain the detachments which you ordered back to the Army of the Potomac. If
Early has bee.n reinforced, as .stated from several reliable sources, Hu.nter &
Wright will not be strong enough to meet him in the field. I therefore submit to
your consideration the importa.nce of sending a force large enougb to prevent his
again devastating Maryland & Pennsylvania. All information we recieve is im•
mediately telegraphed to you." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 445; ibid., I, -xl, part 3, 457, On the same day, 7 :00
P.M., USG twice telegraphed to Halleck. "1 am ordering forward the 19th Corps,
several thousand will embark ft& ~ es ~ to-night and early in the
morning." "Six regime.nts of Cavalry will leave here to-morrow in addition to the
19th Corps." ALS {telegrams sent), OClWHi; telegrams received (July f21,
5:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). D.R., 1, xxxvii, part
2, 445; ibid., I, xl, part S, 457-58.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 261864.
.To GEN BuTLER,
The enetny are again advancing down the Shenandoah valley,
& it is said with reinforcements from Lee's army. Everybody is
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scared, & want reinfotcements. Send all of the 19th Corps that can
possibly be dispensed with at once. Commence embarking them
tonight.

U. S.GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 7:16 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 446; ibid., I, xl,
part 3, 484.. On July 26, 1864, 7:30 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch recieved Will Gen Ingalls send me aU the transportation he has eBd to the landing and I will have will ha the troops on board
Notify me of the boats sent My QrMaster will give me a list of those already
at the landing" ALS (telegriun sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent.
Printed as received at 7: 42 P.11{. in 0.R., I, xi, part 3, 484.
At 10:00 A.M., Bvt. Maj. Gen. William H. Emory, Washington, telegraphed
to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "I am ordered to City Pomt where much the
largest portion of my Command is, and I shall start by the first boat, unless
otherwise directed by Genl Grant, which is made not improbable by the news of
the enemy just recieved." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Col.
lected (Unbound); copy, ibid., RG 393, 19th Army Corps, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I, xxxvii,part 2,458; ibid., I, xi, part 3,464. At 9:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to
Emory. "Remain where you are nt present It is more than likely that your
Corps will be sent to Washington Some of it goes immediately'' Telegram
received (on July 27, 5:25 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
copies, ibid., Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC
USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 458; ibid., I, ,cl, part 3, 464. Also
on July 26, Emory wrote to USG. "I send my aide de camp, Capt. Cooley, to
see what has become of tbe d.ilferent parts of my command, & to represent to you
its disjointed state, St to ask if it can be brought together-When I reached here
there were only about 3500 men of the first division, &: with these I was sent in
pursuit of the enemy leaving orders for the troops as they arrived, to come upOn my return here I found that the troops that had landed after I left for the
front, were all sent back to City Point, so that there is here now only a part of
the first division-Two of the Brigade commanders, & parts of several regiments,
including some of the commanders of the Regiments, have been, by the movement, separated from their division, St the whole of the second division is yet
absent from tbe command-I hope it will suit the convenience of the service to
bring the command togethe[r] as I am quite sure it will add to its efficiency-"
LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xx-x:vii, part 2, 458-59. On Aug.
2, Emory wrote to Rawlins. "The men of this command have left their Woolen
Blankets Coats and Over coats at New Orleans. By the time they can be brought
here the cold weather will have set in. As they cannot be obtained without Officers, I desire authority from Lieut Gen Grant, to send a commissioned Officer
from each Brigade and a Sergeant from each Regiment to New Orleans, to
bring them to suah place as he may direct. I also suggest if we are to remain
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north, that the Officers and men of the 1st and 2d Divisions 19th Corps, on detached ·service, in the Dept of the Gulf, may be ordered to join their commands."
Copy, DNA, RG 393, 19th Anny Corps, Letters Sent. On Aug. 4, USG telegraphed to Emory. "You are authorized to send a detail of 2 two commissioned
officers & six ( 6) non commissioned officers to New•Orleans for the baggage of
the (19) corps" Telegram received (press), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67.
On July 26, USG telegraphed to the commanding officer, Fort Monroe.
"Send all troops from the Dept. of the Gulf passing Fortress Monroe directly to
Washington unless you receive other orders." Telegram received, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I,
xxxvii, part 2, 446; ibid., I, xl, part S, 500,

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 26 1864.
To

GEN BUTLER,

Do you hear anything from Foster?
There seems to be heavy fighting at Deep Bottom,
commenced crossing?
U. GRANT,

Has Kautz

s.

Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 8:55 P .M.) 1 DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 8:55 P.M. in O.R., I,
xi, part 3,486. On July 26, 1864, 9:05 l',M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
telegraphed to USG. ''There is nothing new from Foster, Sheridan in person is in
Kautz's camp at Gill's landing. The head of Sheridan's column is just passing
these head quarters. Kautz has not commenced crossing, that we know of. His
orders are to await the arrival of Sheridan's column" Copy, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrnms Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 3,486. At 10:00 P.M., Butler
telegraphed to USG transmitting a telegram of 9:45 P.M. from Brig . Gen.
Robert S. Foster, Deep Bottom, to 13rig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel. "All is quiet on
my front now My pickets hold the same position as when I last informed youAbout two ( 2) regiments advanced on the extreme right on the picket line below
the creek but were opened on by the Artillery and pic:.ket Hne & retired in haste
The columns have not yet arrived- Gen! Sheridan is at my ,H dQrs-I will keep
you promptly posted on all that transpires- " T~egram received, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 486.
At 12: 15 P.M. and 5:20 P.M., Weitzel had telegraphed to USG. "Genl
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Foster has made a good step towards regaining that point He will try and
finish the job this P. M. As it is he is within a hundred yards of it and commands
it" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegraro.s Sent. O.R., I,
xl, part S, 483. "At 4.15 P. M. a train of four passenger and six freight cars
loaded with troops passed Port Walthall Junction towards Richmond" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 5:20 P.M. in O.R.,
I, xl, pa.rt 3, 484. At 6:20 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a telegram of 6: 15 P.M. from Foster to Weitzel. "The Eleventh {11th) Maine have
taken a position of the Enemys rifle pit.~ and now Command with their muskets
the New Market 11.Dd Malvern Hill road where the Short Cross road Strikes off
to the long bridge road-They also Command the enemys battery so that not a
man can occupy it-They are about seventy five yards this Side of the road and
about 50 yards from the Battery- The enemy are in Very Strong force on the
opposite Side of the road but have no protection in front at that point-Our loss
in i::egaihing this ground has been about fifteen killed & wounded-" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. The Foster telegram is printed as
sent at 5: 15 P.llf. in 0.R., I, xl, part 3, 497.
At 6:06 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "There is delay in the Ponton
Bridge at Broadway. It was not begun till 5.30 this afternoon and the head of
Sheridans column was to be there at six-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. Printed as received at 6: 15 P.M. in O.R., I, xi,
part 3, 484. On t he same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "My orders are that
the cavalry shall not commence crossing, until after dark, & the bridge was tQ
be commenced as late as could be, & accomplish its purpose." Telegram received
(at 7: 15 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army
of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letter.s Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67. Printed as sent at 7: 15 P.M. in O.R., l, xl., part S, 4.84. At 8: 10
P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. ''Head of Sheridans Column struck lower end
of Ponton bridge at 7.58. P. M" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Letters Sent. Printed as received at 8:40 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3,486.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point [12:30 P.M.]

Dated July 261864.

To MAJ GEN MEAD.E
Your dispatch of 12 M received I think Hancock will succeed in
getting through the enemys Jines or will force them to weaken
Petersburg so that we can take it with the force left behind
Under these circumstances I think it adviseable that Burnside
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should have all the material at hand in readiness to load his mines
in the shortest time-If not discovered by the enemy I would not
put the powder in until we think it will be want[e]dU S GRANT-Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 1:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 1:00 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part S, 458.
On July 26, 1864, poon, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG, "More
critical examinations from a new signal station would lead to the conclusion that
the the enemy have detached works on the ridge in front of Burnside but they have
no connected line-This fact increases the chances of a successful assault, and
taken in connection with the fact that Gen! Burnside does not now think the
enemy have ruscovered his mine, on the contrary believes they are laying the
platforms for a battery right over it-I have suspended the order to load & dischage it tomorrow as it may yet be useful in connection with ~ further operations.-! am afraid the appearance of McLaws division together with Wilcox's
previously reported, will prevent any chance of a surprise on the part of our
people tomorrow-Yesterdays Richmond Examiner also says your strategic
movements are known & preparations made to meet them, referring I presume
to Fosters operations. There was considerable shelling by the enemy yesterday
afternoon all along our lines, brought on I think by Burnside discovering a
camp he had not before seep & ordering it shelled-No serious casualties were
produced on our side but the 5th corps working parties were very much annoyed, & interrupted.-With this exception all else was quiet.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA,. RG S9S, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, i bid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I, Jd, part 31
458.
Also on July 26, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside. "ls
there any reason to suppose the enemy have found your mine" Telegram received (undated), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xl, part 3,474.
On the same day, Burnside telegraphed to USG. "There are no indications that
the enemy has discovered the location of the mine, but I am satisfied that they
know that we are mining and that they have sunk shafts with a view to ascertaining where our galleries run because they were heard at work there day before
yesterday. But the rain of night before last ha.s evidently filled their shafts which
has delayed them -iB tfteHo in their work and we have heard nothing of them
either yesterday or today except the ordinary work on the surface laying platforms·&c. The placing of the charges in the mine will not Tequire us to make any
noise so that I hope we will escape ruscovery until such time as it may be deemed
advisable to use the mine I ~ am just sending to Gen! Meade by his order a
atatement of my proposition for exploding the mine and the operations to follow
it" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 474. On
the same day, Burnside wrote to Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock requesting 8,000
sandbags for tamping the mine. Ibid., p. 473.
At 9: 30 P.M., USG telegraphed to Meade. "The enemy may shew such a
force between Deep Bottom & Richmond as to make our movement there more
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hazerdous than was expected. 1f so the 2d Corps and Cavalry will be withdrawn
to-mon-ow night and by withdrawing them quietly and rapidly it may be practi~
cable to make an assault on their return." ALS (telegram sent), OCIWHi; telegram received, DNA, RG 1071 Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG
393, ~ y of the Potomac, Telegrams Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 461. At
11:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I have the Examiner of today. It has
another·report from Hood claiming 18 colors & 15 guns-dated July 2Sd-says
all is quiet except occasional shells falling into Atlanta.-The paper also states
it is understood we have crossed 6000 men at Deep Bottom, with a view of preventing their field batteries interrupting the navigation of the river.- The paper ·
will be sent tomorrow-Two deserters came in today who say there has been no
:recent movement of troops on their side.-Telegram of 9.30 in cipher just received" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG S93, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; (2) Meade Papers, PHi.
O.R., I, x.l, part 3, 461.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
(Cipher)

City Point July 26th/64 [3:00 P.M.]

'MAJ. GEN. MEADE,

The information you have just sent and all information received
on the subject indicates a probability that the enemy are looking
fora formidable attack either from Bermuda or North of the James
and that they will detach from Petersburg heavily to prevent its
success. This will make your remaining two corps with the 18th,
relatively stronger against the enemy at Petersburg than we have
been since the first day. It will be well therefore to prepare for an
assault in Burnsides front only to be made if further developernents
justifies it. If made it would be .necessary to abandon most of the
front now held by the 5th Corps.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Telegrams Received. 0.R., I, xl, part 1, 132; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 459.
On July 26, 1864, 12: 15 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG.
"The foregoing is transmitted for your information. You will note it makes no
mention of the third division of Beauregard's army, formerly commanded by
Ransom, subsequently by Clin_gman, and which we have hitherto supposed to be
in our front." Ibid., p. 459. The enclosure is ibid., pp. 458-59. At 5:30 l'.M.1
Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Telegram 3. PM. received.-The only preparation
that can be made is the loading of Burnsides mine.-1 can not advise an assault
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with the 2d corps absent, for some force mu.st be left to hold our lines lit protect
our batteries-The withdrawal of the 5th corps would prevent any attempt~ on
our part to silence the fire of the enemys guns in front of the 5th corps lit unless
these guns are silenced, no advance can be made across the open ground in
front of the 9th Corps-It is not the numbers •of the enemy which oppose our
taking Petersburgh, it is their Artillery and their works which can be held by
reduced numbers against direct assault.-! have ju.st sent you a despatch indicating an attack on my left flank by the enemy-Thls is my weak point, and a
formidable attack turning my flank would require all my force to meet successfully." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Telegrams Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 4,59~60.
At 4:00 P,M,, Meade had telegraphed to USG, "I forward you this telegram
just received, for what it is worth.-Hancock is now moving-he leaves a part of
our flank entrenchments, on the left of Warrens vacant, but I shall supply his
place tonight with a division of Burnside's as soon as it is dark-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, .Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegrnm received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, part !3,
460. The enclosure is ibid.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 26 1864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
The enemy are advancing again down Shenandoah valley They
were last night north of Winchester Hasten off the Cavalry that
goes to Washington under my recent order if they can start tomorrow they may render great service
US GRANT
Lt. Gen.
Telegram received (at 7:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., Cav. Corps, 3rd Div., Telegrams Receivea; ibid.,
RG 94, War Records Office, 24th Anny-Corps; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, o7; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, .xxxvii, part 2, 4.46; ibid.,
I, xl, part 3, 460. On July 26, 1864, 9:00 P . M . , USG telegraphed to Meade. "If
you wish to send any orders to Gen Wilson about the Cavalry to go North you
can tele1,>Taph him here now" Telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Telegrams Received. O.R., I, xl, pa:rt 3,461. At 9:00 P.M. and 10:30
P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I will at.once sent t'8e two dispatches to Genl
Wilson at your Head Quarters by telegraph" Copies, DNA, RG 3931 Army of
the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; ib·i d., Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi,
part 3, 461. ''Orders have been sent to Wilson to hurry off all men whose tenn
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of service expire by the 25th proxo.-1 had supposed they had gone, but I find
over S00 of the Sd. Pa. Cav. on duty at these Hd. Qrs who have not been relieved
as I had directed, and I have ordered them to proceed immediately to City Point,
-and they will be there by morning.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent;
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part s, 461.

To Maj. Gen. Henr1J W . Halleck
(Cipher)

MAJ. GEN.

City Point, Va, July 27th 1864. 9 p. m.
HALLECK, WASHINGTON,

The movement this morning to the N ortb bank of James River r~
sulted in the repulse of three Brigades of the enemy from an intrenched position and the capture of four twenty pound parrot guns.
The loss was very slight and capture of prisoners small. The troops
having marched all night were fatigued and did not follow up their
success as they otherwise would. Sheridan's & Kautz' Cavalry is
now with Hancock and the two to-gether will try in the morning to
push the enemy back into Richmond or South of the James.
U.S.GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (on July 28, 1864, 7:00
A.M. ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); William H . Seward
Papers, NRU. 0.R., I, xl, part 1, 16; i bid., I, xl, part .'3, 502. On July 27, 1: 30
P.M., Maj, Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. ''No reports of enemy's
movements since yesterday, A scout from the Rapidann says that bridge at that
place is complete & cars running to Culpeper C. H. Enemy's cavalry at Culpeper
and at the Bridge. Gen! Crook has gone to unite with Wright at South Mountain
or on the Monocacy, according as the enemy attemp~ to cross above or below
Harper's Ferry." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound) ; teleg,ram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as
received at 8:45 P.M. in O.R., I, x:nvii, part 2 1 464; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 502.
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To Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock
Deep Bottom, Va., July 27, 1864-3.30 p. m.
MAJOR-GENERAL HANCOCK:

In passing to the front, I left your headquarters to my left and
all the infantry on the same side. Have consequently been riding
for near two hours without finding you. In looking at the situation,
I do not see that much is likely now to be done. If, however, you
can push past the enemy's flank and double him back on Chaffi.n's
Bluff, so as to let the cavalry out to perform their part of the expedition, do so. If you do not find this practicable, remain on the
north side of the James until you receive further orders. There has
been no further movement of troops from the south side of the river
to interfere with you. All there is in your front is supposed to be
seven brigades with a small force of cavalry. I will now return to
headquarters. Please direct your dispatches to be duplicated, one
going to me and one to General Meade. 1

u. s. GRANT,

Lieutenant--General.
frinted as received at 3: 50 P.M. in O.R., I, x.1, part 3, 512. On Jµly 27, 1864,
4:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock telegraphed to USG. "I regret not
seeing you having waited at the front where I was told you were coming I have
two Divisions feeling for the eneJlly's left. It eep takes a great deal of time &
sepetates my command very much owing to the nature of the woods in which
the operations are connected. I shall be as cautious as possible to avoid any bad
luck. When night comes I will telegraph you whether I find the left or 1;1ot. Gen
.Barlow will either assault what he supposes to be the left, or attack with a regt
shortly in way of a reconnoisance. I will try & carry out your views, but doubt
whether anything can be done, though it is possible we may frighten the enemy
into abandoning his line or reinforcing it. The troops are very tired having no
rest since night before last & with no opportunity of malting coffee. What is not
done this aftemoon can.not be done tonight. I would have accomplished more
except for weariness of my command this morning consequent on the fatiguin,g
march" Telegram teceived, DNA, RG 1081 Letters Received. 0.R., I, xI, part
3, 512-13.

I. On .Tuly 28, between 7:00 A."M. and 2:00 l!.M., Hancock sent five telegrams addressed jointly to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade and USG or Brig. Gen.
John A. Rawlins. Telegrm;ns received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R.,
I, xl, part 31 560-62. The last four also appear as telegrams received, DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meo.de
City Point Va. July 27th 1864. 8. lO p. m,

MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
The enemy only commenced about two hours ago :reinforcing
Richmond from Petersburg. 29 car loads of troops have been seen
to pass the junction within that time. 1 This will make any surprise
on Richmond impossible and may prevent our Cavalry reaching the
rail-road. I will have this dispatch repeated to Gen. Hancock and
let him do what he can in the morning in the way 0£ turning the
enemy and driving him from his present position. After that he will
be best able to determine whether it wm be well to push further.

U. S.GRANT
Lt. Gn
Repeat to Gen. Hancock Gen. Foster's Hd Qrs.

U. S.G.
ALS (telegram sent), PPRF; telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac: (2) ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as received at 8:50 P.M. in O.R., 11 xl, part 3, 504.
On July 27, 1864, 2:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
telegraphed to USG transmitting messages of 12: 30 A.M. and 6:35 A.M. from
Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock to Meade concerning his advance. Telegrams
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. The enclosures are in O.R., I, xl, part
3, 509-10, 511. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "In one hour I
shall start for Deep bottom despatches addressed to me there will teach me"
Telegram received (at 8:25 A..M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies (2), Meade Papers, Pili. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 502. At 9:00
A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I send two despatches just received-After
reaching Deep Bottom, if you will notify the operater Genl. Hancocks despatches
will be handed to you there & the fact recorded when sent to me.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R.,
I, xl, part 3, SOS. The enclosures are ibid., pp. 511-12. Also at 9:00 A.M., Lt.
Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to USG. "Hancocks Corps is across & one
division of Sheridans :i:he Hancock has taken 4, guns & a few prisoners. His
picket line supported is pushing forward. A line of rifle pits fa]t places seem
well manned is in front & a prisoner reports a line of rifle pits on the Newmarket
road. Is General Grant on his way here? It is thought the chance of surprise is
over.;' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
At 10:15 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG, "The cavalry on my left repo.rts the
enemys infantry in force on the Jerusalem plank road abreast of Lee's Mills.Also the constant running of trains last night-I infer the enemy have noticed
the disappearance of Hancocks camps & expect a raid on the Welden road & have
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sept troops to meet it. When they fi.od their mistake I should look for a movement on my left & rear.-" ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received (at 10:30 A.M. ),
ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Implausibly p.ri.nted as sent at 11:50 A.M. , received at 10:30 A.M., in
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 503. At 1: 15 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "More recent
reports from Brig-Genl. McIntosh comdg. cavalry on my left, together with statements of contrabands who left Petersburgh at midnight last night & came into
our lines by way of Reams station, tend to disprove the report sent this morning
that the enemy had infantry on the plank road to my left & rear.-The contrabands say they could percieve no movement of the enemy last night;-and no indications of any change on my front have been reported up to this moment."
ALS (telegram sent)., DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received (at 1:40 P.M.), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) ; (at 1:50 P.M.) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as
received at 1:50 l'.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 503. Also on July 27, Meade telegraphed to USG transmitting a message of 7:40 P.M, from Maj. Gen. Philip H,
Sheridan to Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys. T elegram received, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received, The enclosure, datelined 7:50 'P.M,, is in O.R., I, xl, part
S, 532. At 8:00 P,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I forward two despatches
just received from Genl. Hancock, which will explain themselves.-Geol Hancock asks for instructions which request is respectfully referred to you-My own
opinion from the result of the days operation & Genl. Hancocks reports, is that
nothing will be accomplished by his longer continuance across the J ames.-1
have no report from Genl. Sheridan & can form no judgement as to the expediency
of his going further" ALS ( telegram sent) 1 DNA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 504. The enclosures are ibid., pp. 512-13, 514.
L On July 27, Maj. Geo. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a signal message of 6:00 P.M. stating that "Eighteen cars loaded with
troops just passed the Junction towards Richmond" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, pnrt S, 537. At 7:.20 P.M., Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "At 6.45 P. M eleven additional cars passes
loaded with troops passed from Petersburg to Richmond." ALS (telegram sent) ,
DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (unduted), ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 535.
At 9: 30 r•.lll., Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a signal message of
9:30 I'.M. "A traip just passed the Junction towards Richmond From the sound
I judge that it was heavily toaded" Telegram received, DNA, RC 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 538.
At 10:20 A .111., 4:00 P.M . , 7: 15 P.M ., and 9:00 P.M:., W eitzel telegraphed
to USG. "A few wagons and a few infantry crossed theJamesriver, going towards
Foster's front, at 10.10 A. M." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, W ar Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy
(undated) , ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl,
part 3, 534; (mjsdated July 28) ibid., p. 572. "At 12.50 P. M five car loads of
sick tl:ft4 or wounded rebels passed from Petersburg towards Richmond" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (und ated ), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part
3, 535. "A deserter just in from th.at part of the enemy's line near the upper
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pontoon bridge, says they heard artillery crossing in the night. They did not
know in what direction, and the movement excited no suspision. It is evident that
the enemy commenced only about an hour and a half ago to re-inforce Richmond
from Petersburg" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; copy (undated), ibid., RG 39!3, Dept. of Va, and N. C.,
Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xl, part !3, 5:34. "Signal officers on the right just report
that just before dark the number of rebel troops at Chaffins farm was greater
than usual. No movement of troops from west to east bank observed during
the day." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG !39!3, Dept. of Va. ~d N. C., Telegrams
Sent. O.R., I, xl, part !3, 535.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va. July 27th 1864.
MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
Gen. Butler sending off the 19th Corps 1 leaves him very weak
so that I do not think he can reinforce Hancock much. I will direct
him however to send ftflY all the troops be can possibly spare.z Gen.
Foster now has about 2700 men at Deep Bottom just in position
to strike the enemy in flank if he is driven back.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Gn
ALS (telegram sent), PPRF; telegram received (at 9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Pot-0mac. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 504. On July 27,
1864, 9;00 P.M. and 9:45 P.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. 4'1 should judge from Hancocks despatches that be does not consider Wmself in sufficient force to effect much-Can you not re-inforce him from some of
Maj. Gen. Butlers troops I make the suggestion because the stronger he is the
more powerful the blow he can strike tomorrow.-" "I was not aware the 19th
r.orps ha.d been sent away or was going-indeed Teferred to theose troops when
I made the suggestion I did-I have no doubt Hancock will do all he can but the
more troops he has, if he will put them in, the more sure of .success he will be'1
ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 39!3, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl,
part !3, pp. 504, 505.
1. On July 27, USG telegraphed ·to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. ''You
will please order the troops of the 19th Corps which arrived today to proceed to
Washn. without delay.'' Telegram received ( at 8: 15 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F.
Butler; DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 535. At 9:00 P,M., Brig. Gen.
Godf:rey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "No troops of the 19th Army Corps ar-
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rived here to-day. We have sent all of the 1st Division The troops that did arrive were, seven companies of the 13th New York Heavy Artillery from Yorktown" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
copy (undated), ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. D.R.,
x1, part 3, 535.
2. On July 27, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Ji you can possibly spare any
troops from Bermuda for tomorrows operations send them to Gen. Hancock.
Any that you send should commence crossing as soon after day light as they can."
ALS (telegram sent~facsimile), Joseph Rubinfine, List 64, item 27, '[1980];
telegram received (at 9:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. D.R., I, xl, part 3, 536.
At 10:30 P.M. and 10:40 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I will order Foster
to make as vigorom; a demonstration as possible on the right of the enemy from
Bullins house which he now holds to employ all day at least as many of them as
will equal his numbers.-! take leave to suggest that a Division moving with
celerity as far at the left as possible say on or near the Welden road and toward
Petersburgh migM if the enemy has weakend his left to send troops to the James
eithet- might at least effect a diversion and pethaps achieve & Gi¥ersi.es an advantage" "I will order Brig Genl Birge with his brigade of the 19th Corps,
2900 strong to report to Hancock crossing the Bridge at daylight I do not know
how to spare them in case of attack but I do not hope for any attack on our
lines-" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies (undated), ibid.,
RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade, instructing him to send a copy to Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, "Genl. Butler will send Hancock a brigade twenty nine hundred strong
They will commence crossing soon after day-light, so that he can count on their
assistance- ." Telegram received (at 10:50 P.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
copies, ibid.., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. D.R., I, xl, part !3, 515.

r,

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point ,July 27th 1864.
MAJ. GEN. MEADE,
The position now occupied by Hancock would give Sheridan
no protection in returning by way of Bottom's Bridge. I do not
want him to go unless the enemy is driven into Chapin's Blaff or
back to the city. Otherwise he would be compelled to return North
of the Chickohominy and it would be two or three weeks before his
Cavalry would be fit for other service. I do not want Hancock to
attack intrenched lines but I do want him to remain another day
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and if he can, with the assistence of the Cavalry, turn the enemy's
position and drive him away. It looks to me as if the Cavalry might
move well out and get in rear of the enemy.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen
ALS (telegram sent), Van Sinderen Collection, CtY; telegram received ( at 9: 10
P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Arrny of the Potomac; ibid., RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R., I, :xi, part 3 1 505. On July 27, 1864,
9:20 P,M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this telegram to Maj. Gen.
Winfield S. Hancock, Deep Bottom. 1'1 forward the foregoing as giving the views
of the Lt. Genl. Comd. l You will be governed accordingly by them. I have suggested to the Lt. Genl. Comd. that you be reinforced by any troops Genl. Butler
may have to spare so as to make the most vigorous effort possible tomorrow to
drive back the enemy- His answer not yet received" AES, DNA, RG 94, Wat
Record& Office, Army of the Potomac,
At 11:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord telegraphed to USG. ''There
seems from the sound to be trains running on the R Road from Petersburg towards Richmond have been firing thirty pounders to keep trains off the
Bridge-" ALS (telegram sent), -ibid., Dept. of Va. and N . C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers. 0 .R., I, xl, part 3, 549. On the same day, USG
telegraphed to Ord. "T:roops commenced leaving Petersburg befol1e dark and are
moving rapidly all the time since. I hope they will weaken the place so as to let
us in" Telegram received, Ord Papers, CU-B; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 548. On the same day, USG
telegraphed to Meade. "Gen! Ord reports trains running all the time from Petersburg to Richmond. I think we can rely on the place being left tolerably bare."
Telegram received (a.t 11:30. P.M.) 1 DNA,.RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies (marked 12:SO P.M.), ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, (marked 11:30 P.M.) 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as
sent at 12: SO l'.M. in O,R., I, xi, part 3, 503. At midnight, Meade telegraphed
to USG. "I have had the most careful watch kept up today from all parts of my
line to detect any movement of the enemy-The only report indicative of such
movement was sent in by the Picket officer on my extreme left who reported the
disappearance of camps & evacuation of the lines about the Lead Works on the
Welden, :ft, Rd-but the signal officer who commands a view of this portion of
the enemys position did not con6rm it- If any troops have been moved they are
most probably that part of Hills corps Heths Divn. & part of Mahones Divn.
occupying the extreme right of the enemy beyond our left front and which have
been a kind of re.serve for the enemy.-There has certainly been no change in
their lines in our immediate front or it would have been reported.~" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, MisceJlaneous Letters Re,.
ceived; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3,
505.
At 11: 40 A.M. (marked P.M.), USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler. "l} Is any thlng seen of the enemy from your observitory? I shall be aL
Deep Bottom for several hours" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 12:SO F,M, ) , ibid., RG 94,
War "Records Office, Dept, of Va, and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
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Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 3,534. At 11:45 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "No
.reports Have ordered careful observation Will keep you informed At 10 30
A. M. A few infantry and Waggons passed across Chaffins farm-Probably part
of the garrison. Any farther reports from Hancock:." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy (undated), ibid., RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. Butler wrote the time as 12:45
P,:r.-t:. on his telegram, which is printed as sent on July [ 27] in O.R., I, xi, part 3,
534, and on July 28 ibid., p. 573.
On July 28, 9:00 A.M., 9: 30 A,,M,, twice at 10:00 A,M ., 11:00 A,M., 12:05
P.11r., and 1:50 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Since daylight about 75
wagons and ambulances, about 100 stragglers and a drove of cattle and mules
have crossed Chafin's farm going east One of the rebel rams has moved down
the river a short distance Trains were running frequently on the road cluring
the night && the t'%d" "Signal officer at Spring Hill reports that two trains
· passed towards Richmond one at 12 Mand the other at 3.30 AM Signal officer
on the high tower reports a train of 27 empty cars passed to Petersburg at 7.45
A. M It is unusual for trains to be passing over the Railroad at night" "A
train of twenty seven wagons passed up turnpike to Richmond at 9.30 AM''
"The picket officer on the left of our line nearest the railroad reports that BHte
nine trains of cars moved from Petersburg to Richmond from dark last night
until 2 AM this morning. The rebels cheered as the trains passed. I consider this
more reliable than the previous report of the signal officer" "The signal officer
on being called to account for not reporting as many trains as the officer of the
picket says. That the only trains that passed the Junction were the two he re•
ported That trains were moving all night from Petersburg to near the Junction
and then back, as if they were shifting the position of their troops." "Three regiments of [ca]valry and ten wagons passed up the turn pike towards Richmond at
11.30 A. M." "At 1.15 PM. five cars loaded with troops passed towards Richmond" Copies (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
571-74. At 4:50 P ,.l\t.1 Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed to USG. "The
following despatch has just been rec'd from the Sig Offr at Spring Hill-A train
of twenty ( 20) Cars partly loaded with troops just passed the Junction twoards
Rkhmond-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
574. On the same day, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed this message
to USG. T elegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
At 5:58 P. M., Bowers transmitted a similar telegram (or the same one in variant
form) from Weitzel to USG. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 554. USG wrote a note on this
telegram, probably intended for Hancock. "Similar dispatches to the above have
been coming every hour or two all last night and to-day; look out for them." Ibid.
On the same day, Butler telegraphed to USG. "The following dispatch has just
been received from the Signal officer on the right and is respectfully forwarded
for the information of the Lt Genl-A long column of cavalry probably two regiments and an ambulance train are pcrossing Cbapins Farm going east over one
hundred wagons have gone same route since my last report There is much
signalling between Rams and shore-Signed GS DANA Capt 8t Sig Ofer" Telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, xi, part S, 5751
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. July 2~th/64 3.30 p. l1L

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON.
The enemy have attempted to drive our Cavalry from the vicinity
of Charles City road near New Market. Casualties are not repotted
but I suppose have been small. Torbet's Div.1 repulsed the enemy
in his front capturing 150 of their number. At last report the enemy
fo front of Gregg's Div. were still standing. I am just starting for
the scene of action.2
U.S.GRANT

Lt.Gn
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 9:00 P.M. ), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound), O.R., I, xi, pa.rt 1, 16; ibid., I, xl, part 3,
551.
1. Alfred T. A. Torbert, born in Del. in 1833, USMA 1855, held tl'i.e rank of
1st lt. when the Civil War began. Appointed col., 1st N. J ., as of Sept. 16, 1861,
he was appointed brig. gen. as of Nov. 29, 1862, commanded the 1st Cav. Div.1
Army of the Potomac, after April, 1864, and engaged C.S.A. forces near New
Market, Va., on July 28, capturing seventy-four prisoners. Ibid., I, xl, part 1,
202.
2, On July 28, 1:15 P .M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. "I propose to pay you a visit at City Point if you have no objection-All is
at _present quiet here & likely to remain so.-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, ~my of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters
Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 554.. On the same day, USG prepared a telegram for Meade. "I will be at home all day and will be pleased to
have you come down1' Copy, DLC-USG, V, 67. Cancellation marks indicate that
this telegram was not sent. At 3: 15 P.M., 'Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed
to Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock. "Genl Grant & Meade are just starting up to
your Hdqrs iI your Hdqrs ate not near the lower pontoon Bridge will you send
6 horses to meet the Str near the pontoon bridge-" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbow;,d). OR., I, xi, part 3, 562.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point, Va, July 28th M 9 p. m. 1864MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
I have just returned from Deep Bottom. The enemy evuidently
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became very sensitive over our move to the North bank of the river
and have been tnoving to meet it ever since they discovered it. The
position of our troops to-day was the ~left of the 2d Corps resting at
Deep Bottom and extending along Baileys Creek. Greggs & Torberts Cavy Divisions were thrown to the right of the 2d Corps and
extend to the New Market road, with one Brigade at Malvern Hill.
In getting their position they were attacked by the enemy in heavy
force. The fighting lasted several hours resulting in a loss which
Gen. Sheridan thinks will not exceed 200 on our side the greater
part of whom are but slightly wounded and some are prisoners in
the hands of the enemy. We have taken over 200 prisoners besides
wounded many of whom were left in our possession. The number
could not be estimated because they ambulances were still engaged
bringing them in when I left ftH,t be{ere BU:Bdown. the ground.
In front of Torberts Division 158 of the enemys dead had been
counted. There was equally as much, if not more fighting in front
of Greggs Division and probably as many of the enemy's dead were
left there.
We have failed in what I had hoped to accomplish that is to
surprise the enemy and get on to their roads with the Cavalry near
to Richmond and destroy them out to South Anna. I am yet in
hopes of turning this diversion to account so as to yeald greater results than if the first object had been accomplished.

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (on July 29, 1864 ), DNA.
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R" I, ~. part 1, 16; ibid., I, ~,parts.
551.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point July 28th, 1864
MAJGENMEADE

I have given Gen. Hancock no instructions that have not gone
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to you. My dispatches to you in the night I directed to be ta.ken off
at Fosters Hd. Qrs. for Hancock so as to save him time
If Hancock does not crush the enemy this morning I think it
will be well to withdraw him, during the night and get him in rear
of Burnside before the enemy can return keeping the Cavalry and
Butlers troops to occupy the attention of the enemy. This would be
with the view of ma.king the assault in front of Burnside.

US GRANT
Lieut Genl
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I, xi, part 3, 552. On July 28, 1864, 10:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
telegraphed to USG. "Deserters from Finnegan's Brigade Mahones Divn. came
in last night They report that last evening Wrights brigade of their Division
relieved Heths Division on the extreme right of their line, and that this Division
moved north of the Appomatox-This confirms what I telegraphed you at midnight.-.. . P. S. Have you sent any additional instructions to Hancock\'" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, J\nny of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part
3, 552.
At 8:30 A.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The following despatch just
received.-Maj. Gen. Hancock has been advised, he must act on his own judgement, under the instructions received from you, all of which have been transmitted to him-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneollll Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 552. The enclosure is ibid., p. 560. At 11:00 .A.M., Meade
telegraphed to USG transmitting information about C.S.A, movements. ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegrnm received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part !l, 55"2.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 28 1864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
Bringing in Hancock back tonight his corps will too much fatigued
for actieave operations in the morning he can bower hold the
ground of the 18th Corps & leave that ready joining 9th in a charge
I will bear what you have to say on this subject and then make the
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necessary orders Do you think the necessary preperations can be
made for an assault in the morning

US GRANT
Lt. Gen
Telegram received (at 11:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 553. On July 28, 1864, noon, Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of 11.30 received.
An assault can not be made tomorrow as you suggest because there will not be
time~ in the night to with draw Hancock & relieve the 18th Corps-That being
the case, 1 would suggest Hancock being with drawn tonight & massed in Burnsides rear tomorrow, this would give him the necessary rest, IU!d it could then be
dete.r mined about assaulting the next morning with die 9th & 2d or 18th as you
may desire, adding the available reserves of the corps in line-The assault might
perhaps be made tomorrow evening It could only be made tomorrow morning
by putting in the~ 2d corps & they would hardly reach the scene of action till
after daylight." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac,
Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Re,.
ceived. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 553. See following telegram.
At 12:30 l.'.M., Meade telegraphed to USG transmitting information about
C.S.A. movements. AES (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. OR.,
I, D, part 3, 556-57,

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City P t. 12 20 PM
Dated July 281864.
To MAJ . GEN MEADE
Your dispatch of 12 M . received-Unless some thing turns up
north of the James between this and nigbt that I do not expect you
may withdraw Hancock to be followed by sheridan and make arrangements for assault as soon as it can be made We can determine by the movements of the enemy before the time comes
whether it will be advisable to go on with the assault. I will put in
the 18th Corps or not as you deem best
U. GRANT

s.

LtGnl
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Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers,
Pffi. O.R., I, xl, part 1, 133; ibid., I, xl, part 3, 5.53. On July 28, 1864, 1:00
1',M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of
12.20 received On Feflection I think daylight of the· 30th is the earliest time it
would be advisable to make the assault-Besides the time required to get up
heavy guns & mortars we require the night to make certain preliminary arrangements such as moving troops, removing abattis from the Debouch of the assaulting column etc-I shall make the assault with the 9th corps supported by the
2d.-The reserves of the 18th should be held in readiness to take part & if developments justify it all of Ords & Warrens commands can be put in.-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 1,
133; ibid., I, xi, part S, 553-54,.
Also on July 28, USG telegraphed to Meade and to Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C.
Ord. "I think it will be well to stop all Artillery firing except from field pieces
from this time till Saturday morning & to conceal the. heavy pieces-This may
have an effect in convincing the enemy that we are withdrawing from Petersburg
& possibly induce them to come out and see- " T elegram received (at 9:4,0
P,M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; Ord P apers,
CU-B; copies, DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2-mis.•
dated July 21) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 554. On July 28, Ord
telegraphed to USG. "Shall I discontinue the ate cohom firing. It is well I think
to keep it up-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
589. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Ord. ''You may continue the Cobom
firing" Telegram received, Ord Papers, CU-B; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
61; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 590.
Also on July 28, Ord telegraphed to USG. "Picquet Officers xeport three or
more trains-double-engines-loaded with troops as having passed north last
night-a large portion of them taken from Gen. Butler's front." ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.,
RO 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 589. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Ord. ''What do you think the fire in Petersburg arises from. Is it
probably the work of your shells or of the enemy destroying stores" Telegram
received, Ord Papers, CU-B. On the same day, Ord telegraphed to USG. "I
think it is an accidental fire of limited enent." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
At 11:50 P.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "The
following dispatch has just been received. 'What instructions Shall be given to
Gen Fo!iter Signed B. F . BUTLER MG' 'Hd Qrs Deep Bottom 11.40 Pm 28th.
to G EN WEITZEL Copy to MAJ GE!-l BIRNEY-The 2nd Army Corps Commenced with drawing passing up Jones neck about 8.30 thjs Evening-I have
had no notice of their leaving from any official Source but Know they are going
by Seeing them pass my Hd Qrs. Sheridans Cavalry is all back on Curls neck &
rumor Says all are to With draw tonight-If this is the Case the enemy who are
now very Strong on this Side of the river Will no doubt make a reconnaissance
in force in the morning to ascertain their whereabouts which will develope the
fact that they have only my Small force to oppose them & if they Should Concentrate their forces against me it Cannot fail to result in disaster to my Com-
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mand & the driving of the Gunboats from the river at this point-I wish you
Would Send me SQme detailed instructions what Course to pursue in the event
of a Strong attack from the Enemys force after the Withdrawal of the troops
of the Army of the Potomac-" Telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xi, part 3, 575, 589. At midnight, USG telegraphed to Butler. "I
will send you full instructions in the morning Hancock is only withdrawing one
division for purposes which will be explained. Sheridans cavalry all remains
BNorth of the river." Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xl, part S, 575,
Also on July 28, Butler wrote to USG. "Allow me to submit to your consideration a thought which has struck me The rebels have fortified Howlet
Bouse bluff with 19. Guns and a very strong work. Trent's Reach is so shallow
that our Iron clads cannot get up without great labor in dredgh1g the channels.
Now what hinders us from turning the Howlett House Battery by taking the hint
from that Dutchman and cut e canal at Dutch Gap It is but 200 yards from 16
ft watter to 16 ft water across the Gap. The land is but 30 feet high as an average and we should h ave for a fifty feet cut but about 55000 cubic Feet of excavation-or 10 days labor for a thousand men. By that means our Iron clads
could get out and Howlett would be useless. If you will look upon the map you
will get my Idea at o.nce. I have made my examination by the Coast Survey Map.
I should not depend oo the current to do any part of the cutting as at Vicksburgh, although it might help. The Gun-boats cover the place." ALS, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 570-71.
Also on July 28, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel. "Gen. Hancock told me yesterday that a part of the road over which
he moved within your lines was filled with stumps causing much delay. Will you
have this cotrectedi today?" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). On the same day, between 12: 10 P.M. and 3:20 P.M.,
Weitzel sent five telegrams to Comstock defending the condition of the road. ALS
(telegrams sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N, C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 573-74.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point, Va. July 29th 1864

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHlNGTON.
I would approve of making the appointments for corps commands recommended by Gen. Thomas. In relieving Gen. Slocum
from command at Vicksburg I would direct Gen. Canby to send a
suitable Maj. Gen. from his Mil. Division. Dana would probably
be the best man but I would leave this to Canby knowing that he
would make a proper selection.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gn.
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ALS ( telegram sent), OCIWHi; telegram received ( sent at noon, received at
6:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, x:nviii, part 5, 289; ibid., I, xxxix, part 2, 20910. See ibid., I, xxxvili, part 5, 272.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
City Point, Va, .J uly 29th 1864

MAJ. GEN. B. F. BuTLER, CoMo.GDEPTs. oF VA. &N. C.
GENERAL,

The main object of the expedition North of the James River
having failed by reason of the very large force thrown there by the
enemy, I have determined to try and take advantage of the diversion
made by assaulting at Petersburg before the enemy can get much
of his force hack there. As the assault must be made promptly on
the return of our troops, and a night march being necessary to deceived the enemy, I which will necessarily fatigue them the troops
to such an extent as to make their attack weak, I determined to
withdraw one Division of the 2d Corps during last night and with
it relie'\le the 18th Corps so as to have all fresh troops for the :first
assault.
The Division which withdrew Jast night marched to the neighborhood of Petersburg. They will rest to-day and under cover of
night take the place of the 18th Corps. Gen. Meade having studied
all the ground over which the assault is to be made, and the 9th
Corps, a part of his command, having the advance in the assault,
Gen. Ord will report to Gen. Meade for instructions during the assault. Gen. Meade has received verbal instructions from me and is
now industriously engaged preparing the details.
As soon as it is dark Gen. Hancock will commence the withdrawel of the balance of his Corps. The Cavalry will follow the
Inf.y. The former will reach Petersburg with all dispatch and follow the assaulting Column or take the place now occupied by the
18th Corps as may be found advisable. The Cavalry will make a
forced march to the le£t of our present line and be in readiness to
move round the enemy's right.
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This movement will leave the Garison at Deep Bottom in presence of a vastly superior force. The Navy will want to dispose of
their vessels in such manner as to sweep all the ground in front of
our troops.-! wish you would communicate with Capt. Smith,
through a staff officer, on this subject. Please caution him to make
no changes through the day calculated to attract special interest on
the part of the enemy.
Gen. Foster I think had better level the line of rifle pitts we
captured from the enemy and move his whole force to the side of
the creek first occupied by him. The lower pontoon bridge should
also be swung round to the West bank of the river.-It may be advisable for Gen. Foster to move his teams and surplus property to
the West bank but these details I leave to you.
If possible I want to leave our withdrawel from the North bank
of the river concealed from the enemy until the attack commences
at Petersburg.
I have had Gen. Ord informed, verbally, of the fact that he was
is to be relieved by the 2d Corps and wes is to form a part of the
assaulting Column. It only remains to notify him that during the
assault he will receive orders from Gen. Meade.
Very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS, DLCBenjamin F. Butler. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 619-20; (incomplete) ibid.,
p. 628. On July 29, 1864, Ma,j. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to USG. "Your
instructions are quite clear and perhaps I ought not to trouble you, but fearing
that I may misunderstand I venture to ask a word of explanation. You say: Gen.era! Foster had better level the line of rifle-pits occupied by the enemy, and move
his whole force to the side of the creek first occupied by him. General Foster
originally held two positions defended by works, one on the north side and one
on the south side of the creek, the latter being held to prevent the enemy from
commanding the former, which that position does. I£ Foster abandons the south
side and places his whole force on the north side he will be overlooked by the
enemy. By leaving a small force in the south work I think he can defend both
positions better than one. We will leave some pontoon boats or the bridge, as
the enemy cannot cross in face of the gun-boats, Is it your intention that we
should literally obey the order or merely tbat Foster shall bold his old position
if he can? If the latter, it may be telegraphed-hold the old position; if the former,
obey instructions." Ibid., p. 621. On the same day, USG telegraphed to .Butler.
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"If it can be done,-hold the old -position." Telegram received (at 3:00 P.M,),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James,
Unentered Papers. Printed as sent at 3:00 P.M. in O.R., I, id, part 3, 621.
Also on July 29, Butler wrote to USG. ''1 have the honor to send herewith a
deserter from the enemy, Thomas J. Powell, who swam the Appomattox and
came in last night. Powell gives an account of the departure of a secret armed
expedition from Wilmin.gton, supposed to be to release prisoners at Point Lookout. I prefer to send you the information in the 'original package' and so forward
the deserter." Ibid., p. 617. At 8:00 A,M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "One
train passed towards Richmond from Petersburg last night. At 6 A. M. two
batteries iind twenty nine wagons were moving along the turnpike towards Richmond" Copy (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 617. Butler also transmitted to USG a
signal message of 10:30 A.M. from Capt. Gustavus S. Dana to Capt. Lemuel B.
Norton. ''More trains of wagons & ambulances have just crossed Chapin's farm
a few wagons & ambulances are returning from the east towards the enemy's
ponton bridge a little this side of Drurys bluff" T elegram received, DNA, llG
108, Letters Received. 0.R., I, xl, part 3, 625. During the morning, Butler telegraphed to USG five more times, the last two at 11: 10 A.M. and 11:55 A,M .
''Birney's officer of the d ay reports distinct hearing of sound resembling loading
of cars with Rail Road iron & moving of trains to Richmond. Also that the force
in front of Gen! Ferry ( the left of our line) is apparently much reduced. Steps
have been taken to ascertain more and correctly about this" Copy (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 941 War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the
James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xi, part 3, 618. "At 9. A. M two trains with thirty nine cars, loaded with
troops, towards Richmond Also two baggage trains with 7 5 wagons went on
the turnpike in the. same direction Also a regiment of cavalry and a four gun
battery just crossed at the pontoon bridge to the North side of James river. In all
since day before yesterday after noon at 6 O'Clock the.re have passed over, to this
time, about ten thousand infantry, four regiments of cavalry and three batteries
that we know of. B aggage wagons in due proportion"' 0 At sunrise the signal
officer on the right saw a long column of troops crossing the pontoon bridge at
Cha.fin's farm to the North bank of the James. Three regiments had crossed when
he reported. A General and staff were with the column, This despatch had been
mislaid by the Chief Signal officer, and not sent in until just now" Copies
(telegrams sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegrams
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 618. "In adcliton
to all reported before at 10.S0 A. M. three regiments of cavalry and fourteen
wagon,s yassed along the turnj>ike tow~ds Richmond." "Another large force of
cavalry was passing up the turnpike at the Junction at 11.10 A. M. flt tee G
This is in addition to all previous reports." Copies (teleg,rams sent), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., kmy of the James, Unentered
Papers; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,
618-19. At 12: 15 P.M., USG telegraphed copies of these t elegrams to Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade. Telegram received (incomplete), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams
Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers,
At 12:20 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Eight hundred Cavalry and 40
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wagons and ambulances passed the Junction on the turnpike towards Rfohmond
at 11.30 A. M, since last report." Copy (telegram sent), ibid.; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,619. USG transmitted
this telegram to Meade. ''The following just recvd from Gen Butler" Telegram
received (at 1:00 P,M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy, Meade Papers, PHi. At 2: 10 P.M,, Butler telegraphed to USG
transmitting a signal message of 12:35 P.M. from Lt. Alfred G. Simons, Spring
Hill Signal Station, to Norton. "Twenty Six (26) baggage wagons have just
passed on turnpike near R R Junction going towards Richmond" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 1:00 P.M. in O.R.,
I, xl, part 3,619. At 2:15 P.M., 2:25 P,M . , and 6:55 P.M;., Butler telegraphed to
USG. ''The following despatch has just been rec'd-Seven ( 7) cars with passengers, and twelve (12) wagons just passed the Junction twards Richmond"
Copy ( telegram sent) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and
N . C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; telegram received, ibid., RO 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 619. "Between 11.15 A.Mand 12.45 P . M
thirty-four (34) wagons have cros.s ed the Ponton over the James going East.
They moved towards the river from the P & R. Turnpike by three ( 3) different
roads and across Chapin's Fann by two (2) roads The following rebel message was sent from the Ram to shore, viz: 'I mean the skiffs that came down from
Richmond yesterday P. M. Numbers 3 & 4 are mine & you have sent No 2. ls it
not a mistake-'" Copy (telegram seut), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part
S, 621. "The following dispatch just recd. 'The enemy's signal officerTeport about
four hundred wagons to have crossed Pontoon over Appomattox going towards
Bermuda Hundred (Sgd) G. S. DANA Capt Sig Corps' " Telegram received
(datelined 6: 50 P.M.), DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; copy ( undated, marked
as sent at 6:55 P.M.), ibid., RG S9S, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent.
O.R., I, xi, part S, 623.
At 3:00 P.M., Maj. Gen, Winfield S. Hancock telegraphed to USG. "I resp'y
suggest that if practicable it would be well to have another bridge thrown here
for use tonight A deserter from Kershaws Divn just in reports that Divn as
engaged in entrenching in front near the Jennings House probably" Telegrams
received (2), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy,
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part S, 599. Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins added
an endorsement, intended to be telegraphed to Meade. "The above just recvd &
Gen Butler has been requested to comply with the request if practicable" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy,
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part S, 599. On the same day, USG telegraphed
to Buder. "If practicable you will have another bridge thrown across the James
at Deep Bottom for use tonight." Telegram received (at 4:20 P.M.), DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Printed
as sent at 4:20 P.M. in O.R., I, xl, part 3, 622. At 4: 30 P.M ., Butler telegraphed
to USG. "In the opinion of the Engineers another Bridge south of the Creek is
impracticable because of the steepness of the bluff and the narrowness of the
roadway along the Bank of the Creek U it were we have not the Material to
Con.s truct it of Shall send down to deep Bottom and if possible to do anything
to aid crossing it shall be done Capt Michey has gone for the purpose Shall
Birges brigade &f the 19th corps leave Bermuda Hundreds with Hancock-Or
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shall it remain at deep Bottom on this sjde the James to aid Foster or repel an
attempt to Cross" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Army of the J ames, Unentered Papers; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3,622. On the same day, USG twice telegraphed to Butler, with the second telegram m arked as received at 5:20 P.M. "Genl Benham is
already on the way with another bridge" "Birges brigade will remain at your disposal. I have sent word to Gen Benham about the bridge." Telegrams received,
DNA, RG 94., War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James,
Unentered Papers. D.R., I, xl, part 3, 622, where the second telegram is printed as
sent at 5:30 P.M, An undated telegram from USG to Rawlins was sent on the
same day, 5:05 P.M. "Call on Gen. Benham to know if he has bridge material
for throwing a second bridge across close to the lower one at Deep Bottom. If so
to commence the work at once." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RO 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). On the same day, Rawlins telegraphed to USG. "Gen
Benham says that by breaking up the Hospital Wharf he can build the bridge,
He cannot do it without. Shall it be broken up. He is getting ready." Telegram
received, ibid.; ibid., RG 94, War Record.s Office, Army of the Potomac. An
undated telegram from USG to Rawlins· was sent on the same day, 5:40 l'.M.
"Break up the Wharf at Hospital. As soon as troops are over the bridge will be
taken up and the wharf rebuilt." ALS ( telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). On the same day, Rawlins telegraphed to Butler. "Gen
Benham has been directed to lay the bridge. Please direct Capt Lubey to select
the point for laying the bridge & prepare the approaches at once, tifl6e1' the
ditaeetloa" Copy (telegram sent), -ibid.; telegram received ( at 6:00 P.M. ) , ibid.
O.R., I, xl, part 3, 622. At 7:00 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Capt Michie
of the Engineers Telegraphs that he is getting ready the approaches for another
Bridge at Deep Bottom and that he can get it ready in four hours if Benhams
train gets up 111 time-or if he takes \!P the Upper bridge to Foster Camp. Had
he better do the latter" ALS (telegram sent) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R., I,
xl, part 3, 623.

To Maj. Gen. Winfield S . Hancock

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated July 29 1864.

To GEN HANCOCK
Has the enemy made any development today. If not it will be
well to attract his attention 1 I would not attack but would keep
up the idea of doing so to prevent the withdrawal of the enemy.
U.8.GRANT
LtGenl

JULY

343

29, 1864

Telegi-am received, :ONA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R., I,
xl, part S, 599. On July 29, 1864, 12:45 P.M., Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock
telegraphed to USG, sending a copy to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "The
enemy are strengthig their works this morning, and have been working all
night. They are e~4aeetly strengthing their works across. all the great roaQ to
Richmond, according to the reports of all the videtts. Last night I sent over a
Division of Cavalry to get rid of their horses. Gen Sheridan has them concealed
along the bank of James River, the division dismounted, returned after daylight
giving the appeara[n]ce to the enemy that we were strongly reinforced. The
enemy could see the whole movement plainly. The movement of the horses was
made during the night. We hold the same ground with our picket that the fights
were on yesterday. I have already sent Cavalry out on all the roads this morningand will do as you suggest, without making an attack . ... No movement of troops
has been observed this morning" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part !3,
599. Other telegrams sent on the same day by Hancock to both USG and Meade
are ibid., pp. 598-(>02.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point 1 15 P 1\1[
Dated July 291864.
To GEN MEADE
I have not sent Butlers despatches to Gen Hancock. If you have not
sent them it will probably be well to send a summary of them
The enemy are evidently piling everythiug except a very thin
line in your front, to the north side of the RiverH ancock was to be careful to have his command well in hand
and a strong line to fall behind where the gunboat can bave full
play along his front. I have no doubt but he has taken themse precautions but it will do no harm to caution him-I am inclined to
think the enemy will wait for os to attack unless they discover that
we are withdraV1ring

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegrams received (2) , DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part S, 591. On July 29, 1864, 2: SO P.M., Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "I earnestly impressed on Hancock yesterday, the necessity of occupying a strong line, entrenching it, & ptepari11g for a
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heavy attack today, which I deemed probable, when the enemy had accumulated a
heavy force-I have now sent him your telegrams. Your note by C!lpt. Hudson
just received-Ord has been with me all the morning-we have been over the line
St in conference with Burnside. I will be at my quarters at 4. P. M it being about
as near as any pa.rt of the line." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of
the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, -ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 591.
At 10:00 P,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The above intercepted rebel
despatch shows Ingalls has made a strike" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
:Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3 1 591. The telegram on which Meade wrote is printed
ibid., pp. 591-92. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. 1'Gen Butler
sent me an intercepted Rebel dispatch of an early hour than the one you sent
stating that 400 wagons had crossed the ponton bridge" Telegram received
(at 11:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy,
Meade Papers, PBi. O.R., l, xl, part 3, 592.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Va, July 29th 1864.

MAJ. GEN. G. G. MEAD CoMo.o A. P.
GEN.

] have directed Gen. Butler to order Gn. Ord to report to you
for the attack on Petersburg. The details for the assault I leave
for you to make out. I directed Gen. Sheridan whilst we were at
Deep Bottom last evening to move his command immediately to
the left of Warren from Deep Bottom. It will p!'Elbahly be well to
direct the cavalry to endeavor to get round the enemys right flank.
Whilst they will not probably succeed in tw11ing the enemy they
will detain a large force to prevent it.
I will go out this evening to see you. Will be at your Hd Qrs.
about4 p. m.
Very respectfully
your obt. svt.
U. s. GRANT
Lt. Gn.
P . S. H you want to be anyplace on the line at the hour indicated
inform me by telegraph and I will meet you wherever you may be.

U. S.G.
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ALS, NjP. O.R., 1, xi, part 1, 134; ibid., I,~. part 3, 590--91.
On July 29, 1864, 10: 30 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. ''From the following despatch and other information it appears quite probable that Heths Division Hills Corps and Fields Division Longstreets Corps have
both left my front" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xi, part S, 593, The appended message is ibid., pp. 592-93. At 3:00 P.M.,
Col. George H. Sharpe telegraphed to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "In my report
this morning of information brought from Richmond I omitted to state that our
agent saw day before yesterday in Richmond a ~ considerable train of waggons by which it was intended to send out of the enemy's lines and throw on our
hands large numbers of women, children and decrepid persons, said to be the
families of persons who have fled to our lines, or avoided the Confederate service-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac. O.R., I, xi, part S, 593.
Also on July 29, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Meade, to Maj,
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, and to all corps commanders. "The following despatch
from the telegraph Supt. near Atlanta dated 8 P M last evening has just been
recvd-'Howards Command got into position on right today & were attacked at
once The weight falling on the fifteenth Corps. enemy charged four times in
very dense timber and were repulsed as often with what loss 1 cannot say, Our
loss not 100. At this hour the Rebels are massing against r~gbt while Schofield
& Stanley are ready to attack on our left as soon as our right is pressed heavily' "
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected ( Unbound); Ord Papers, CU-.B; copy, Meade Papers, PHi. See O.R., 1, xxxvili, part
5,288.

To Maj. Gen. Henry liV. Halleck

MAJ GEN H. w. HALLECK

City Point Va
July 30th 10 am 1864

CHIEF OF STAFF.

Finding that my effort to surprise the. enemy by sending an

army corps and three 3 divisions of cavalry to the north bank of
the Jam.es river, under cover of night, for the purpose of getting on
to the Rail Road north of Richmond, drew all of his fores from
Petersburg except three 3 divisions; I determined to attack and try
to carry the latter place. The enemy's earthworks are as strong as
they can be made and the ground is very broken and favorable for
defences. Having a mine prepared running for a distance of eighty
(80) feet along the enemy's parapet and about twenty ( 20) two
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(2 ) feet below the surface of the ground ready loaded, and covered
ways made near to his line, I was strongly in hopes by this means
of opening the way the assault would prove successful. The mine
was sprung a few minutes before 5. a m this morning throwing up
four 4 guns of the enemy and burying most of a South Carolina
Regiment. Our men immediately took possession of the crater made
by the explosion and a considerable distance of the parapet to the
right of it as well as a short work in front, and still hold them. The
effort to carry the ridge beyond, which would give us Petersburg
and the South bank of the Appomattox failed. as the line held by
the enemy would be a very bad one for us, being on a side hill, the
crest on the side of the enemy and not being willing to take the
chances of slaughter sure to occur if another assault was made, I
have directed the withdrawal of our troops to their old lines. Although just from the front I have but little idea of the attack. I
think however our li-Besoss will will be but a few hundred, unless
it occurs in withdrawing, which it may not be practicable to do before night. I saw about two hundred prisoners taken from the
enemy. Hancock and Sheridan returned from the north side of
the river during the night and are now here

US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (on July ·3 1, 18641 7:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams
Collected (Bound) ; copies, ibid., RG LOB, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4,5, 59,
67. O.R., I, xl, part 1, 17; ibid., I, ltl, part 3,636.
On July SO, 7:00 A,M ., 8:00 A.M., and 9: 15 A.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to USG. "Several regiments of Burnsides men are lying in
front & in the crater apparently of the mine. In their rear is to be seen a line of
Battle of a Brigade or more under cover & I think between the Enemies line &
ours. The Volley firing half ¼t tlfl H our ilg<, was from the Enemies works in War_rens front." "About a Brigade more of our men Has moved up to the crater &
then filed off to the right along the Enemys line They are still moving to the
right." "I cannot see that we have advanced beyond the Enemys line in the
Vicinity of the mine. From here it looks as if the Enemy were holding a line between that point & the crest" T elegrams received, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies (2), Meade P apers, PHi. 0.R., I, xl, part 1,
142, 14$, 144; ibid., I, xi, part S, 6$7. The third is printed as received at 9~35
A.M. ibid.; (printed as sent at 9:35 A,M.) ibid., I, xl, part I , 144. On the same
day, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside and to Maj. Gen.
Edward 0 . C. Ord. "In reoccupying tfteM' his lines bn¥es the enemy captured
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many of your men?" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
Sent. O.R., l, xl, part 3, 664. On the same day, Brig. Gen. Julius White, chief
of staff for Burnside, wrote to USG. "The enemy have not reoccupied their lines.
General Burnside is at General Meade's headqwuters." lbid.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from 9th AC [6:30 A.M.]

Dated [July] 30 1864.

To MAJ GENL BUTLER
The enemy seem to be in small force they may to hasten reinforcements take every thing from your front, if they do follow in
& seize & hold the Road to the last informing me that I may take
steps to strengthen you in time the explosion blew up 4 guns &
nearly an entere south Carolina Regt Our men pushed forward
to the Breach without oposition but unfortunatly stoped-I they
have been ordered forwal'd again & I am much in hope it is sitil- still
time to succeed
US GRANT
Telegram received ( at 6 : 15 A.M.), DNA. RO 94, Wax Records Office1 Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copies, ibid., RG 1013,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 673. On July 30,
1864, 7:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch
recieved and measures taken to observe the Picket line and promptly-take advantage of any movement I will move out if there is any stir of the Enemy
whatever The firing you may hear is that of my Colorced Troops Drilling"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid.,
RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 673.
On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. 'We gained a portion of the
enemies lines but cannot hold it, our men will be withdrawn tonight the
Batteries & guns bearing on. the Bridge will open on the eoemy if they attempt
to cross" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; DNA, RG 10,7 , Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part S, 674.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Te.legraph from City Pt
Dated July 30 1864.
To GEN BUTLER,
I have ordered a Corps of Infy &: all the Cavalry to keep on,
now that we are in motion, to cut some fifteen or twenty miles of
the Weldon R. R. Please order Kautz to report to Gen Gregg at
Lee's mills, with his cavy tonight. Ord's corps being the only one
out of line will go. They need not take but five ( 5) days rations
with them I want to do this damage until we rest up &: prepare
for a bigger operation.

U . SGRANT
Telegram received ( at 2: 55 l'.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. D.R., I, xl, part 3, 674. On July 30,
1864, 3: 30 P-.M., Maj. Gen, Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. ''Your
dispatch rec'd and attended to. Genl Ord has been directed to report to you for
orders. Two more regiments of infantry crossed Chafin's farm at 2.50 P. M
going west" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of
Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. D.R., I, xl, part 3, 674;
(misdated July 29) ibid., p. 620.
At 11:25 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Have just recieved ,a telegram
from Foster that all is quiet in bis Front and that he will hold his position No
troops have yet passed to Petersburgh Might I suggest that as soon as they
begin to move lf all our batteries and mortars that bear on the bridges should
open it might trouble them to get across. How gets on the movement. Nothing
l1as stirred in our front." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. D.R., I,
xl, part 3, 674. At 1:20 l'.M., Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a :signal
message of 1: 15 P.M. from Lt. Alfred G. Simons, Spring Hill Signal Station, to
Capt. Lemuel B. Norton. t,A train of seven empty cars· just passed the Junction
towards Petersburg. Twenty (20) ·wagons loaded with forage just passed along
turnpike, at Junction, going towards Richmond." Telegram received, DNA, RG
94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers. D.R., I, xi, part 3, 678. On the same day, Butler telegraphed to USG.
"Two infantry Reg'ts Crossed Chafin's farm going west at 2 P. m, this is the
first movement observed to reinforce Petersburg" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received; copy (undated}, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., Telegrams Sent. Printed as sent at 12:30 P.M. in D.R., I, xl, part 3, 674.
At 3:50 P.M,, Bu.tJer telegraphed to USG. "There is now a eaB~imeHB constance
passing of troops- across the f'i river going west-with artillery in proportionFoster has taken another deserter who reports all of Hills corpse except one
Brigade-and part of Longstreet.s corpse-in his front at daylight; with orders to
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march at moments notice All quiet in this front-" Telegram received (at
4:00 P.u.}, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. @d N. C,, Army
of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 675; (misdated July 29)
ibid., pp. 621-22. At 6: 15 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a signal
message of 6:00 P.M. from Simons to Norton. "A train of sixteen (16) cnrs
loaded with troops just passed the Junction towards Petersburg." Telegram
received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of
the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 679. At 8: 15 P.?-f. (received at
8: 30 P.M,), Butler telegraphed to USG. 'IJiave just re-cieved notice from Ord
that raid on Weldin road is suppressed and he takes his old positio[n] Sha\1 I
recall Kautz Can save him a thirty mile march" ALS (te1egram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., 1., xl, part 31 675. On the same
day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Recall Kautz by all means. It was neglect in
me not thinking to so direct before" Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA,
RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 675, At 8: 30 P.M., Butler telegraphed
to USG. "A rebel Brigade just crossed the pontoon bridge at Chapins farm going
west-A heavily lad.end tran just passed the Junction going towards Petersburg"
ALS (telegram sent}, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept, of Va. andN. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 676; {misdated July
29) ibid., p. 623.
Also on Jul y SO, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Send all the remainder of the
19th Corps to Washn. at once & withdraw from the 18th Corps what may be
necessary to secure your position. Direct Gen Ord, to send to this place bis heavy
artillery, or such of it as can be dispensed with, & cannot be rapidly removed in
case of necessity." Telegram received ( at 10: 45 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F.
Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I,
xxxvii,part 2,510; ibid., I, xl, part 3,675.
On July 3 1, 11: S0 A.M. 1 Col. Jolm W. Shaffer, chief of staff for Butler,
telegraphed to Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers. ''Troops of 19th Corps all Embarked- and Boats movin.g off" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 12:30 P.M.}, ibid., RG 94,
War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered
Papers. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 710. At noon, Butler telegraphed to USG. " ~
fflflillaer Birge's and Molineux' Brigades of the 19th Corps left Bermuda Hundreds for the destination ordered and they are all that were ordered to go at
11 SO AM" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid. O.R., I, xl, part S, 709.
At 1:20 P.M., Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord telegraphed to Brig. Gen.
Godfrey Weitzel. "Shall I send Coherns from trenches. They are useful here,
as my front is weak. Shall I take 8 inch mortors from trenches, twould excite
suspicion." Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va.
and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of
Va, and N. C., Telegrams Sent, Butler drafted a telegram to USG at the foot of
this telegram. "The following dispatch has just been rec'd . . . What shall l
answer?" ADfS, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N, C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers; copy, ibid., RG 393, Dept. of Va. and
N. C., T elegrams Sent. On the same day, Capt. Ely S. Parker telegraphed to
Butler. "You need not take the Coherns & Mortars from the trenches, until further
orders." Telegram received ( at 10: 00 A.M.), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part 3, 709. At 8:40 P,M., Col. Henry L. Abbot, Broad-
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way Landing, telegraphed to Bowers. "General Hunt suggests that I notify you
that I am loading my train as rapidly as possible at Broadway Landing, this being my understanding of my orders. It can be unloaded faster than it can be put
in position, as I do not take the carriages apart. By morning everything not required by General Ord will be here 'lltld nearly afloat. Please· notify me if this
is what you desire." Ibid., pp. 721-22. On the same day, Bowers telegraphed to
Abbot. ''You have done right. General Grant will return during the night, and
his further directions will be telegraphed to you in the morning." Ibid., p. 722.
On Aug. 1, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to Ord. "Lieut Gen
Grant desires me to say that the work to strengthen & perfect your defensive
line should be begun at once by your Enginee[r] Officer who will act under the
instructions of Gen Barnard Chief Engineer" Telegram received, Ord Papers,
CU-B. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 15.

To Maj. Gen,. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 301864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
The enemy have not yet recrossed the James River 2 this will be
a favorable opportunity to send a Corps of Infantry & the Cava1ry
to cut 15 or 20 miles of the Weldon Rail Road instruct the
Cavalry to remain out for this purpose & either Corps of Infantry
you may designate if Ords inform Gen Butler of the fact 5 days
rations will be sufficient for them to take along they should get
off by daylight tomorrow & strike the road as near Petersburg as
they can to commence work I cannot yet help feeling that if our
Cavalry should get well round the enernys right before our troops
are withdrawn from their present position we may yet take Petersburg I do not feel like giving additional instructions on this subject howeyer

US GRANT
Lt. Gen
Telegram r-eceived ( at 2: 15 P .]'.(.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Lettel'S Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 637- 38. On July SO, 1864, 2:20 P.\'d.,
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. ''Despatch of 2.15 just received-I think I shall have to take Ord's Corps, as Hancock is in the trenches and
can not be relieved till after dark-Not anticipating your present order, I told
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Genl-G.regg Comd, Cav. Corps during sickness of Gen. Sheridan that he might
send Kautz back to Genl. Butler J think it would be advisable to order him to
report again to Gregg at Lee's Mills. ep" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
593, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received
(undated), ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 638.
At 2: 15 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I have just received a report
from Genl Gregg Comd. Cavalry-He reports his command in presence of the
enemy at the Gurley House & at other points near the R. Rd- He does not appear to have made any effort to advance but reports that as the result of his
reconnaissance, which he was directed to make, when offensive operations were
suspended. At the same time he says his horses have not had water for Forty
eight hours & he is in want of forage for his animals & subsistence for his menSeeing no prospect of the Cavalry being able to do any thing this afternoon, in
view of their condition & your orders for a raid tomorrow, I have directed him
to with draw & tnake hls preparations £or the movement tomorrow.- ! find Ords
Corps so mixed up with Burnsides, I have concluded it will be quicker work to
send Hancock to support the Cavalry & have accordingly ordered Ord to relieve
Hancock as soon after dark as possible & allwed Hancock at the same time to
move over to the Jerusalem plank road.-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393,
Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 638. At 3:30 P,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I forward this despatch for your information-Taken in connection with Greggs report of the condition his Cavalry which I send, I have
but little hope of effecting any thing in the way of a raid tomorrow-Besides I
must think the enemys infantry will be back before night, if not already here. I
have however given the necessary orders for the movement tomorrow" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. 0.R.,
I, xi, part 3 1 648. The enclosures are ibid., pp. 648, 670. At 4:00 P.M., Meade
telegraphed to USG. "I send this despatch that you. m ay know the condition of
Ord's corps-He seems to think only two divisions can be sent and suggests the
other two being retained to sustain Burnside- I had ordered Ord to relieve Hancocks people & Hancock to go on the raid, but there seems to be difficulty & objections all around,- with both Infantry & Cavalry.-" ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, l:l, part 3, 639. The enclosure is ibid.
On July 30, USG telegraphed to Meade. ''A Hospital train of 5 Cars loaded
with sick or wounded is just now reported from signal at Point of Rocks' as having passed from Petersburg towards Richmond no troops yet reported going
the other way" T elegram received (at 2:45 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, DLC-USG, V, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi.
1. Earlier on July SO, USG h ad telegraphed to Meade. "Gen Butler reports that none of the enemy have yet Feturned from north of the James" Telegram received (at 1:00 P,M,), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I,~ part 3,637.
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To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July SO 1864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
It is almost certain that none of the enemys force recrossed the
James until since 2 Pm today & but 2 or 3 Regiments then. It -is
n early as much of an object to draw them back to this side as it is
to Cut the road that I want the e..'<pedition to go out. I am very
much afraid Lee will send an army corps to reenforce Early who I
understand from a despatch of last evening had driven Averill out
of Hagerstown towards Green castle since writing the above I
have information from signal station on the James that the enemy
are now crossing in continues stream you may therefore suspend
the order for movement down the Rail Road we may get an attack
from the enemy tomorrow, evening or next day morning and want
to be prepared for it.

u SGRANT

Lt Gen'l.
Telegram received (at 4:50 P.M.- incoroplete), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG,
V, 45, 59, o7; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., I, x:xxvii, part 2, 509; ibid., I , xl,
part 3, 639. On July 30, l864, at 5:00 P.11(., 6:00 P.M., nnd 8:30 P.M., Maj,
Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Your telegram suspending r~d
received. I am of your opinion that we may now expect the enemy to assume the
offensive which I think will be by sending a moveable column to turn our left &
rear.- I have directed Sheridan to take post to cover our left & rear-Ord will
resume tonight his former position & Hancock his, leaving one division on the
left rear of our line, the other two in reserve-" "Can you not send Genl. Weitzel & Lt. Col Comstock to confer with Maj. Duane as to the best defenive line to
be occupied from the Appomatox to the Jerusalem plank road & decide on the
works to be erected.-" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 393, Anny of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part S, 640. "Ord reports to me there are many of our
dead & wounded lying between our lines & the enemys line. Tho' not officiall y
reported I have reason to believe the enemy got possession of their line including
the crater soon after you left-taking I fear a number of prisoners among them
Brig Genl. Bartlett-Do you think it worth while to ask for a flag tomorrow to
remove our wounded & dead-Ord says there are a number of the enemy whom
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they can not get off & perhaps they would be more amiable than Bealll'egard was
the last time I applied.-" ALS (telegram t,ent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 640. On the same day, USG telegraphed to
Meade. "You may exercise your pleasure about asking M a truce to collect the
dead & wounded I leave in the course of an hour or two for Ft. Monroe Will
be back tomorrow night" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, -ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67; (2) Meade P apers, PHi 0.R., I, xl, part 3, 640.
On July 31, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to Meade. ''l have
been on Burnsides front today & am told that among the large number of our
men now lying around the crater some are still alive-As Gen Grant is now
absent at Ft. Monroe, I am unable to report the fact to him with out delay"
Telegram received (at 5,: 00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies ( 2), Meade Papers, PHi, 0 .R., I , xl, part 3, 691. At 5: 30
P.M., Meade telegraphed to Comstock. "Gen Grant to whom the fact of wounded
being leh between our lines was communicated last night authorized my asking
to remove them under flag of truce Gen Burnside was authorized this morning
to endeaver to make an informal arrangement for the withdrawal of the wounded
which if unsuccessful, he was furnished with a letter from my self to Gen Lee
asking the privilege-No report has been received from Gen B-" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the
Potomac, Letters Sent; Meade P apers, PHi. O.R., I, id, part S, 691. At 6:00 P.M.,
Meade telegraphed to Comstock. "The above is the latest report from Genl.
Burnside-Shew it to Lt. Genl Grant on his arrival.-'' ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 105. The enclosed telegram
from Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, reporting his failure to make arrangements to remove the wounded, is ibid., _p. 704.

ToMaf. Gen. George G. Meade
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated July 30th 1864.

To MAJ. GEN MEADE
Our experience of today proves that fortifications come near
holding themselves without troops. If therefore the enemy should
attempt to turn your position do not hesitate to take out nearly every
man to meet such attack The enemy in such case would be able to
leave nothing in his works but a waeak line intintend only to hold
it, & ours could be held in turn by a skirmish line. With a reasonable amount of artillery & one Infantry man to six feet I am confi-
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dent either party could hold their lines against a direct attack of
the other
u. s. GRANT
Lt. Genl
Telegram received (at 10:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac; copies, ib·id., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 638-39.

To Maj. Gen. George G . Meade
By T elegrnph from City Pt
Dated July SO 1864.

To MAJ. GEN :MEADE
The enemy have Commenced crossing the Potomac at three
different fords above Harpers Ferry.1 Unless reinforcements are
sent from Lees army I think we have the greatest abundance of
Infantry & artillery there but no cavalry to depend on-Order one
l division of Sheridans Cavalry to proceed at once to City Point to
embark for Washington They need not take their transportation
with them nor artillery until the Cavalry is all embarked
U. S.GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 10:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, -ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67;
(2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 509-10; ibid., I, xi, part 3, 64041. On July 30, 1864, 10:30 P . M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to
USG. "Orders in relation to cavalry received & transmitted to Genl. Sheridan.-"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., I, xl, part s.
64.1.

On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Get all the heavy Artillery in
the lines about Petersburg moved back to City Point as Early as possible It is
by no means improbable the necessity will arise for sending two more Corps
there-" Telegram received (at 10:45 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG,
V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, :xl, part 3, 641. At 10:45 P,¥. ,
Meade telegraphed to USG. "Do you mean City Point, or Broadway where it
came from for the seige artillery & mortars to go.-'' ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies,
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ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. 0.R., I, xi, part 3, 641. At 11: 15 P.M.,
Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Meade. ''Gen Grant left an hour ago
for~ P Fort Monroe. I pres1.IJDe he did not think of Broadway Landing, when
he wrote his dispatch. The Artillry can be loaded on boats at City Point, easier
than at Broadway, but Col. Abbott is at the latter place and would take charge
of it. Please notify Gen Ord of the point you may determine as best, in order
that he may send his to the same place." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at 11:45 1'-M-),
DLC-Henry J. Hunt. O.R., 1, xl, part 3, 641. At 11:25 P.M., Meade telegraphed
to USG. ''Genl. Hunt desires to know whether your order includes the seige guns
on Ords front & along the Appomatox river I presume it does, but desire positive instructions" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Letters Sent; Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 3, 641. At 11: 30 P.M., Bowers telegraphed to Meade. ''The
only answer I am able to make to your dispatch of 11: 15 is to give you following dispatch from Gen. Grant to Gen Butler: 'Direct Gen Ord to send to this
place his heavy Artillery, or such of it as can be dispensed with, and 66ft that can
not be rapidly moved in case of necessity.-' Gen. Grant will return here about 4.
o.clock to-morrow evening." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received (at midnight), DLC-Henry J .
Hunt. O.R., I, xl, port 3, 642.
1. On July 28, 1:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to
USG. "Tbe main body of enemy reported yesterday at 20,000 in Martinsburg &:
that a column had gone towards Cumberland. If this be so, Wright & Crook will
form a junction to-night at Harpers Ferry with orders to cross & give battle. lf
the enemy crosses the river above Harper's Ferry, they are ordered to move against
him by South Mountain; if the enemy passes the Blue Ridge, to cross below &
meet him. Genl. Hunter reports that he has only eight thousand five hundred
men for the field, & that h is cavalry & dismounted men are worthless. Experience
has shown that new organizations of fragments of regiments are almost useless."
ALS (telegram ,sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram
received (marked as sent at 1:30 P.M.), ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
Printed as sent at 1:30 P .M. in O.R., I, :xxxvii, part 2, 478-79, On July 29,
9:00 P.M., and July 30, 12: 30 A.M., Asst. Secretary of War- Charles A. D ana
telegraphed to USG. "No rebels are any where across the Potomac. On wednesday last Early Headquarters were at Millwood, his men busy threshiiig & grinding grain. a day train was then running to Culpeper great quantities of hay
were being taken from there Gen Wright got to Harpers Ferry today with all
bis train safe Gen Halleck had been much alarmed for fear Mosby might cross
at Edwards Ferry & cut off Wrights wagon train Mosby with 4.00 men was
at Leesburg yesterday, has not appeared at either Edwards or Conrads Ferry.
ample force to stop him at both places. no news from Foster or Canby" Tele•
gram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed 8B sent at 9:30 P .M.
in O.R., I, nxvil, part 2, 4.92. "Of the 19th Corps 4600 men have arrived here
this week made up of fragments of commands. No complete organization h as
yet arrived" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Tele.grams Collected (Unbound) ; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xuvii, part 2, 510,
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To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va. July 30th 1864DEAR. JULIA,

Your letter in regard to Fred is received. The promotion you
ask for bim is not possible now nor until there is a reorganization of
the Anny. When new regiments are raised, in the regular Army, ot
new Staff appointments created, the pPresident fills the offices by
selection. After they are once filled vacancies occuring are filled by
promotion from the next lower grade. In the Inspectors Department Major is the lowest grade and when there is a vacancy the
only appointment the President has to give, by selection, is to that
grade. As Fred. is now a Maj. high on the list he would not want
such promotion. On my Staff be has the rank of Lt. Col. and can
remain with as light duties as he could possibly have any where.
We have. been having a goodeal of fighting for the last four
days but without much loss of life. We have captured four or five
hundred prisoners and killed and wounded probably 2000 for the
enemy in the time. Our loss has not been near so heavy unless it
has been sustained in the last two hours.
The President has telegraphed me to meet him at Ft. Monroe
at 10 O'Clock to-morrow. I will leave here at 5 in the morning and
return in the afternoon. 1
Kisses for yourself and the children. Love to all at home. I
have out little time now to write and am a goodeal behind hand
with my official correspondence. Kisses again for yourself and
children. Why dont you make them write to me?
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.
1. On July SO, 1864, 7:00 P.M., Col. John W. Shaffer, chief of staff for
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, telegraphed to Brig, Gen. John A. Rawlins. "Genl
Butler wishes to know wether Genl Grant has gone to Fort Monroe" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. 8.Jld N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers. 0.R., I, :d, part S, 675. On the same day,
Rawlins telegraphed to Shaffer. ''He has not" Telegram received, DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "I leave here sometime in the course of the night for Ft Monroe, to meet the
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President there in the morning. I will return tomorrow night. should it be
necessary to communicate with me during the day telegraph me there." Telegram
received (at 8:35 P,u.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59,
67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. D.R., I, ii, part 3, 676. At 11:00 P,M., Butler
telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch received and will meet promptest !lttention. A
pleasant voyage. l could wish l was going with you, but use my house. Mrs.
Butler will be happy to entertain you." Ibid.

To Bvt. Maj. Gen. Montgomery C. Meigs
Fortress Mon.roe Va.
July 31st 1864
MAJ. GEN M. C. M.Excs, QR. MR. GEN. U.S. A.
GENERAL

Lt. Col. R. B. Hatch with whom I have been acquainted since
the begining of the war, and who has been relieved from duty as
Chief Qr. Mr. of the 13th.Anny Corps, that Corps being broken up,
expresses a desi[t]e to be assigned to duty in New Orleans, in
charge of water transportation if not as Chief Qr. Mr.
I would in no instance recommend a chief for any Staff Dept. to
a Dept. Commander desiring always to be in a condition to hold
commanders responsible for short comings within their commands.
If however you can assign Col. Hatch to the second choice here,
leaving the Dept. Commander to say who shall have the .first, I will
be pleased.
I am General, very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen

ALS, Mrs. Walter Love, Flint, Mich. On Aug. 1, 1864, President Abraham
Lincoln endorsed this letter. ''I person:illy, at)d heartily concur with Gen. Grant
fa the within recommendation." AES, ibid. Capt. Reuben B. Hatch was next as,
signed on Feb. 11, 1865, when sent to the Dept. of Miss. O.R., I, xlvili, part 1,
811. See Hatch to Ozias M. Hatch, Feb. 17, 1865, Hatch Papers, ffii.
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T o Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

Ft. Monroe July 31/ 64 8 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK WASHINGTON
The Cavalry going to W ashington take all their horses and
equipments with them. They will commence reaching you tomorrow. Will it not be well to land them at Alexandria. I have
given no orders for this.

u. s. GRANT
Lt. Gen

ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegnms Collected (Unbound); telegram received (on Aug. 1, 1864, l2:.55 A.M.), ibid., T elegrams Collected
(Bound). O.R., I, x.'UCVii, part 2, 527; ibid., I , xl, part 3, 691. On J uly 30, 10:00
P .M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "I have ordered a Division of Cavalry to proceed immediately to W.ashington." ALS (telegram sent) ,
OClWHi; telegram received (on July 31, 7:00 A.M.) 1 DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). Printed as sent at 1:00 P.M. in O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2,
509; (sent at 10:00 P.M,) ibid., I, xi, part 3, 637. On July 31, 11: 30 A.M.,
Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Will the divn of cav~ry come armed, mounted and
ready for the field, or must they be remounted & fitted out here?" ALS ( telegram
sent ), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.;
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xn.-vii, part 2, 527~ ibid., I, xl, part 3,
690.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. Aug. 1st 1864

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASJ-JJNGTON.

I am sending Gen. Sheridan for temporary duty whilst the
enemy is being expe1led from the border.
Unless Gen. Hunter is in the field in person I want Sheridan
put in command of all the troops in the field w it h instructions to
put himself south of the enemy and follow him to th e death. Where.q.
ever the enemy goes let out troops go also. Once started up the valley they ought to be followed until we get possession of the Va.
Central rail•road. If Gen. Hunter is in the field give Sheridan di-
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rect command of the 6th Corps and Cav.y Division. AH the Cavalry

I presume will reach ·w ashington in the course of to-morrow.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS ( telegram sent), CSmH; (facsimile) Grant Cottage, Mount McGregor,
N. Y.; telegram received (sent at 11:30 A.M., received at 10:20 P.M.), DNA.
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xxx:vii, part 2, 558. On Aug, 2-,
1864, 2: 30 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG, "Grover's
command of 19th corps landed last night and has encamped on road towards
Rockville. A few companies of Torbet's cavalry are arriving. The transportation of troops in small steamers is slow work, and I presume that several days
will elapse before Sheridan's division is all landed. As it now stands, Wright
commands the 6th corps, Emory the 19th, Crook the troops of Dept of West
Va. and Averill & Duffie the cavalry, H unter being in general command of
the whole. l£ Sheridan is not placed in general command, I think be should take
all the cavalry, but not the 6th corps. To make that & the cavalry a single &
separate command, will, in my opinion, be a very bad arrangement. If Sheridan
is placed in general command, I presume Hunter will again ask to be relieved.
Whatever you decide upon I shall endeavour to have done." ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid,,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (on Aug. 3) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 573. On Aug. 3, 2: 30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG.
"From the best information I can get, Early's force is now about forty thousand,
perhaps a little more. He has about seven or eig.bt thousand cavalry, very well
mounted, the dismounted cavalry about Richmond having been sent up to use
the horses captured on former raid. Genl Sheridan has just arrived. He agrees
with me about his command & prefers the cavalry atone to that and the 6th
corps. How would it do to make a Military Division of Depts of Penn., Washington, Md. & West Va & put Sheridan in Genl command, so far as military operations are concerned? Only about. three regts of Sheridan's cavalry have arrived,
& he thinks it will not all be hue for several days. It is important to hurry it up,
for if the enemy should make a heavy cavalry raid towards Pittsburg or Harris•
buFg, it would have so much the start that it could do immense damage before
Sheridan could possibly overtake it. He thinks that for operations in the open
country of Penn. Md & northern Va, cavalry is much better than infantry and
that the cavalry arm can be much more effective there than about Richmond or
south. He therefore suggests that another cavalry Division be sent here, so that
he can press the enemy clear down to the J umes River, They are now gathering
in their crops in the valley counties & sending them to Richmond by canal &
Rail Road. I concur with Genl. Sheridan and think that much greater damage
can be done to the enemy by destroying his crops & communications north. of the
James than on the south." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ib-id., RG 108, Letters Received. 0.R.,
I, x..u-vil, part 2, 582-83. On Aug. 3, midnight, USG telegraphed to Halleck..
"Your dispatch of 2.30 P. M 3rd just received. Make such disposition of Sheridan as you think best" Telegram received (on Aug. 4, 2:00 P.M, ), DNA, RG
107, T elegrams Collected (Bound); (garbled) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 4.5, 59, 67; DLC
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Philip H. Sheridan. O.R., I, xxxvii, part .2, 583. On Aug. 4, 1:00 P.M. , USG
telegraphed to Halleck. "Another Division of Cavalry bas been ordered to Washington from here as suggested by you-The delay in Torbert's Divn has been
from transports not returning rapidly." Telegram received (at 1:30 P.M.), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, .ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 38. At midnight, Halleck telegraphed to USG. "Had you asked my opinion in regard to Genis Hunter & Sheridan it would have been freely & frankly given; but I must beg to be e.~cused from
deciding questions which lawfully & properly belong to your office. I can give
no instructions to either till you decide upon their commands, I await your orders,
and shall strictly carry them out, whatever they may be." ALS (telegram sent),
D NA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received (marked as
sent at 10:00 P,M.), ibid.; (marked as sent on Aug. 5) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound}; (marked as sent at midnight) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 10:00 P.M. in O.R., I, xliii, part 1, 681.
On Aug. 3, 3 : 30 P.M., Halleck telegraphed to USG. "In order to prevent r aids
towards Wheeling & Pittsburg, I ha'Ve directed the roads leading from the cumberland valley through the mountains to be so nearly blocked up that the country
people can close them at any time & check the enemy's advance. To do this effectually we want several engineer officers. Please send us some of the large
number now about Petersburg." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected
(Unbound}; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvil, part 2, 583.
On Aug. 3, 6:00 r .z.r., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "I
have seen your despatch in which you say 'l want Sheridan put in command of
all the troops in the field, with instructions to put himself South of the enemy,
and follow him to the death. ~erever the enemy goes, let our troops go also.'
This, I think, is exactly right as to how our forces should move. But please look
over the despatches you may have receved from here, even since you made that
order, and discover if you can, that there is any idea in the head of any one here,
of 'putting our army South of the enemy' or of ~ following him to the
death' in any direct.ion, I repeat to you it will fKlt neither be done nor attempted
unless you watch it every day, and hour, and force it." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound}; telegram received (on Aug. 4),
ibul., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, n:xvii, part 2, 582. Lincoln, l,Vork,,
VII, 476. On Aug. 4, noon, USG telegraphed to Lincoln. "Your dispatch of 6 ~
p. m. jl.lst received. I will start in two hours for Washington and will spend a
day with the Army under Gen. Hunter ." ALS (telegram sent), MoSHi; telegram
received ( at 7: 00 P.M.), DLC-Robert T. Lincoln; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound), O.R., I , xiii, part 2, SB; ibid., I, wii, part 1, 681.
On July 3 1, 3 :00 l'.M'.., Halleck had telegraphed to USG. "It appears from
Gen) Averell's reports that while Genl Hunter was collecting his forces at Harper's Ferry to attack the enemy on the south side, the rebel army crossed on the
morning of the 29th near Williamsport and moved by Hagerstown into Pennsylvania Their cavalry captured & partly destroyed Chambersburg yesterday.
We have no reliable information of the main body, but if it crosed & moved as
reported by Averill it would be nearer Baltimore, Harrisburg &York than Hunter
wrui at Harpers Ferry. I consequently directed him to move east of South mountain towards Emmittsburg, and sent last night by railroad to the Monocacy such
of Emory's command as bad ardved, where he would come immediately under
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Hunter.,s orders. They will probably effect a junction to-night. The weather is so
intensely hot that marches will be very slow. It is possible that enemy's infantry
is merely covering his cavalry raid. Enemy's cavalry force said to be very large
Ours is so weak & poor that it gives us very little information. A very intelligent
artificer of 6th corps, captured at the battle of the Monocacy, & who effected his
escape in the Shenandoah Valley, has just come in. He says he had several good
opportunities to estimate Early's force and actually counted 42 pieces of artillery
on their retreat, & thinks that, as compared with our army corps which he has
frequently seen on reviews, they numbered at least 30,000. He thinks there were
two brigades of Hill's corps ,vith Early. I do not hear that Early recieved any
large reenforcements in the valley, but it is said that he greatly increased his
cavalry by remounts stolen in Maryland." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. 0.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 527-.28; ibid,, I, xl, part S, 690.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point Va. Aug. 1st 1864
MAJ. GEN HALLECK, WAsmNGTON,
The loss in the disaster of saturday last foots up about 3G500
of whom iM<50 were killed and 2000 wounded. It was the saddest
affair I have witnessed in this war. Such opportunity for carrying
fortifications I have never seen and do not expect again to have.
The enemy with a line of works five miles Jong had been reduced
by our previous movements to the North side of James River to a
force of only three Divisions. Theis line was undetmined and blown
up carrying a battery and most of a regiment with it. The enemy
were taken completely by surprise and clid not recover from it for
more than an hour. The crater and several hundred yards of the
enemys line to the right & left of it, and a short detached line in
front of the crater, were occupied by our troops without opposition.
Im.mediately in front of this and not 150 yards off, with clear ground
intervening, was the crest of the ridge leading into town and which
if carried the enemy would have made no resistance but would have
continued a Bight already commenced. It was three hours from the
time our troops first occupied their eHemys works before the enemy
took possession of this crest. I am constrained to believe that had
instructions been promptly obeyed that Petersburg would have
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been carried with all the Artillery and a large number of prisoners
without a loss of 300 men. It was in getting back to our lines that
the loss was sustained. The enemy attempted to charge 9tH' and retake the line captured from them and were repulsed, with heavy
loss, by Hoot by our Artillery. Their loss in killed must be double
greater than ours whilst our loss 9¥ in wounded and captured is
four times that of the enemy.

u. s. GRANT
Lt.Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (sent at 2:00 P.M,, received at
10:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams C-0llected (Bound); (incomplete) ibid.,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). 0.R., I, xl, part 1, 17-18.
On Aug. 1, 11: 20 A.M., and Aug. 2, 8: 15 A.M., 1864, Lt. Col. Theodore S.
Bowers wrote to Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson, " ... Gen. Grant and Porter returned this morrung. 0Uf losses in the late assault will be heavy-and as the
evidences of the disgraceful conduct of all concerned develop and thicken, Grant
grows sicker at heart. The chances of success were so great-the failure so utterthat all men who understand the whole matter are paralized and pettrified. I
suppose an investigation will be ordered to day . ..." "As the reports of Saturday's
operations come in, and the extent of the disaster is developed, the feeling of
gloom and despondency that the failure created, deepens and thickens until it
threatens to paralize every one. Gen. M eade was to see Grant yesterday. He feels
very bad, and insists on a full investigation of the whole affair.... I am so sick
at heart, that I could make no comments were they even necessary. The Army of
the Potomac attach all the blame to the 9th Corps and especially to Burnside....
Grant is unwell this morning-so unwell that he h as not yet left his bed. His
illness is real, and I think resulted from his grief at the disaster of Saturday..•."
ALS, Wy-Ar. On Aug. 9, Capt. George K. Leet wrote to Lt. Col. William R.
Rowley. "The General looks finely and seemed to be in fine spirits notwithstanding the disappointment he must have felt at our late failure at Petersburg.
Bowers in a letter speaking of the Petersburg affair says "The plan, the strategy
of the movement was the finest I ever saw; the execution of it the most disgraceful.' Again-'Ooe good Division would have taken Petersburg: indeed, we had
Petersburg and it was only necessary to take possession, There were but three
Divisions of rebels there and they were running. We had four Col'})S in position,
but our men refused to move in for fear they might be shot at Hence they
crowded the Crater full to suffocation, staid there and were captured and killed.
Our loss is 4400. My faith in the Army of the Potomac is gone, gone.' Parker
says 'I have bad the biggest kind of disgust on and dare not e:tpress myself on
the Potomac Army.' Hudson thinks "The Army of the Potomac wont do to tie to.'
The Staff generally after our repulse on the 31st ulto. seemed to feel rather
gloomy and it is not to be wondired at that they did feel so, for every thing previous to the movement seemed to indicate that we would win a brilliant victory.
There were screws loose somewhere and the machine would not work • , ." ALS,
Rowley Papers, lHi.
On Aug. 2, 9:30 P.M., USG telegraphed to 'Maj, Gen. Henry W. Halleck.
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"I have the honor to request that the Presideut may direct a Court of Inquiry to
assemble without delay at such place as the presiding officer may appoint to
examine into and report upon the facts and circumstances attending the unsuccessful assault on the enemys position in front of Petersburg on the morning of
July !30th 1864, and also to report whether in their judgement any officer or
officers are answerable for the failure of the troops to carry into successful execution the orders issued for the occasion and I would suggest the following detail
Maj. Gen W. S. Hancock-Br Genl. RB Ayers-Br Genl. N. A. Miles, Col E
Shriver lnspr Genl &- Recorder" Telegram received (on Aug. 3), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG1 V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xi, part 1, 18. On Aug. 3, 4: 15 P.M., Col. Edward
D. Townsend telegraphed to USG stating that Special Orders No. 258 appointed
the court of inquiry as requested. ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. See O.R., I, xl, part 1, 42-43, 171-72. Proceedings of the court of
inquiry are ibid., pp. 43-170. See Testimony, Aug. 30, 1864.
On Aug. 3, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade wrote to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins
requesting that Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside be removed from duty because
he failed to inform Meade of developments on July 30; Meade enclosed charges
and specifications. LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; ADf, Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xi, part 1, 172-76.
On Aug. 4, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to USG at length urging
a court of inquiry to examine the events of July 30 in order to determine wbether
newspaper accounts blaming the Negro troops for the disaster were justified.
Ibid., I, xlii, part 2, 48-49.
On Aug. 4, Burnside telegraphed to USG. "I have permission to visit your
Hd Qrs today at City point? H ave you any objections to my doing so" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same day,
USG telegraphed to Burnside. "I shall be at Home all day-Certainly no objection
to your visiting me here" Telegram received, ibid, O.R., I , xlii, part 2, 4,3,
An undated telegram from Burnside to USG may have been sent about this
time. "I have pennission from Genl Meade to visit City Point this morning will
you be at your quarters till 11 o'clock" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound). See 0 .R., I, xlii, part 2, 80, 91, 92; telegram
to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, Aug. 15, 1864.
On Aug. 22, USG wrote to Halleck. "Enclosed herewith I send you reports
of the operations of the 30th Ultimo against Petersburg. As the whole matter of
our deplorable failure on that occasion has been submitted to inve.¥igation I will
not make any report myself until after the report of the Court of Inquiry is submitted, and then will probably con.fine myself to t'emarks on their proceedings.''
ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Union Battle Reports. O.R., I, xl, part
1, 163, On Aug. 16, Meade had written to 13owers reporting the battle of the
Crater. Copies, DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; Meade
Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xl, part 1, 163-66, The other reports transmitted by USG
on Aug. 22 are listed in DLC-USG, V, 48.

Site of the battle of the Crater as it appeared in 1865.
Photograph attributed to Mathew B. Brady. Courtesy National Archives.
See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, Aug. 1, 1864.
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Wharf at City Point shortly after the explosion of an ordnance boat.
Photograph attributed to Mathew B. Brady. Courtesy National Archives.
See telegram to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, Aug. 9, 1864.
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To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Point
Dated Aug 1st 1864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER
Have you seen any Rebel Papers of later date than 28th I
would like to bear what they have to say about the advance of shermans Cavalry The last news I have heard from sherman brought
his operations down to Friday 1 night at which time all moved well
His Cavalry had been sucsessful in Cutting the Atlanta & main
Road leaving Atlanta now without an railroad, or Telegraph with
the Balance of the world.

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (incomplete), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; DLC-USG, V, 45,
59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. Two undated telegrams from Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F . Butler to USG may have been sent in reply. "I have no iate Richmond papers I will Send out on picket line and try and get one" Telegram received, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). "l get no Richmond
papers of to day I have Just got those of yesterday a second time in which there
are no news" ALS (telegram sent) , ibid.
On Aug. 1, 1864, Col. John W. Shaffer, chjef of staff for Butler, telegraphed
to Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers. "Signal Officers at Spring Hill and at Tower report that they See a Column of three to Four thousand Cavalry pass junction going towards Petersburg also baggae & forage train of sixty wagons" ALS
(telegram sent), ibid. Printed as sent at 10: 30 A.M. in O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 13.
On Aug. 2, Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a telegram from Brig.
Gen. Robert S. Foster to Shaffer. "I forward to Gen Birney three Richmond papers of August 1st to be forwarded to you. The following is an extract from an
article in the examiner. The assignment of Gen Joseph E. Johnston to Command
of ye our Armies in northern Virginia & the removal to that quarter of a large
body of his -veteran troops was not known in this city beyond the initiated of the
War office elect" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. On the
same day, Butler transmitted to USG a signal message of 11:35 A ,M . "'Five (5 )
cars, loaded with troops, just passed the Junction towards Petersburg!' Telegram
received, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xli.i, part 2, 22.
On Aug. 3, 10: 15 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "A deserter just in from
the fourth Alabama reg't. of Law's brigade of Field's Div. reports that Div. with
three reg'ts of Wise's old brigade at New Market. Wilcox Div of Hill's corps is
between them and Chapin's farm. Kershaw's Div. he reports to have left New
Market on Monday for Petersburg. Has not heard of their going south11 Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108,
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Letters Received; ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters
Received. Printed as sent at 10:20 P.M. in O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 34.
1. On Aug. 1, Bowers telegraphed to Butler, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade,
and aJl corps commanders a telegram of July .29, 8:00 P.M., from Maj. Gen.
William T. Sherman to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "The result of the attack
of yesterday chiefly on the 15th Corps is thus reported by Gen Howard 'We.
have counted 642 rebel dead and there are still others in front of our lines. It .is
fair to presume that their wounded are five or sbc times that of the dead. Over
100 are in hand and otbe1;s being gathered up in the wood' Howard estimates the
enemys loss at 5000 and our loss at less tban 600. Geo W. H. S Walker was killed
on the .22d & it is now reported by prisoners that Wheeler was .killed yesterday.
Stephen Lee Loring and Stewart severely wounded yesterday. We are so near the
eoemys line that their artillery prevents our atta.c king the lines so as to take full
advantage of battle. They are gathering into the city wounded and more remote
dead. The parapets of Atlanta present a well filled line whenever we approach it.
Thomas is making today a strong reconnoissance in force towards east point &
Schofield on the left Our Cavalry has now been out three days and must have
done its work about Griffin" Telegram received, Ord Papers, CU-B; DNA, RG
3931 Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Received; copy, ibid., 10th Army Corps,
Miscellaneous Telegrams Received. D.R., I, xxxvili, part 5, 289.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point, Aug 1st 1864.
MAJ

GEN MEADE

I see the Artillery belonging to the Cavalry Division is being
shipped first My instructions were that the Cavalry should be
got off first.
The enemy's Cavalry is now in Pa. and it is important, that we
should get a mounted force after them. If Sheridan is able for duty
I wish you would send him to report to me in person. I shall send
him to Command all the forces af-t.ef: against Early.

US GRANT
Lieut Genl.
Telegram, copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R.,
I , xx:itvii, part 2, 559. On Aug. 1, 1864, 10: 15 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
telegraphed to USG. ''Your instructions were well understood and were as distinctly conveyed to Genl. Sheridan-viz that the artillery & train of the Division
selected to go to Washington should follow the troops-Copy of instructions sent
-Genl. Sheridan has been directed to report in person to you & will undoubtedly
be able to give some satisfactory explanation of the variation from the orders
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given. If you will be at your quarters I desire to visit them this am-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, fumy of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid,, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 559. The
enclosure is ibid.
On Aug. 2, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. 68. ''Maj.
Gen. P. H. Sheridan; Commd'g Cavalry Corps Anny of the Potomac, is hereby
temporarily relieved from duty in the Armies operating against Richmond and
will report in person without delay to Maj Gen H. W. Halleck Chief of Staff of
the Army, Washington DC. for orders. His Staff will accompany him." Copies,
DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. O.R., I, xxxvii, part 2, 572.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
(Cipher)

City Point August 1st 1864

MAJ. GEN MEADE
Have you any estimate of our losses in the miserable failure of
Saturday? I think there will have to be an investigation of the matter. So fair an opportunity will probably never occur again for
carrying fortincations. Preparations were good, orders ample and
everything, so far as I could see, subsequent to the explosion of the
mine shews that all most without loss the crest beyond the mine
could have been carried. This would have given us Petersburg with
all its artillery and a large part of the garrison beyond doubt.
An intercepted dispatch states that the enemy recaptured their
line with Gen Bartlett 1 & Staff, Seventy-five commissioned officers
& nine hu.n dred rank & file and recaptured five hundred of their
men.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Go.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (sent at 9:30 A.M. 1 received at
11:40 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I,
:x:l, part 1, 134.
On Aug. 1, 1864, 1 :20 P.M., Brig. Gen. Seth Williams telegraphed to USG.
"General Meade left bere a few moments ago for General Warren's HeadQuarters. I have sent to him your despatch of 1.10 P. M. It will doubtless over•
take him at General Hancocks Head Quarters now at the Jones House on the
Jerusalem Plank road." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy, ibid., RG $93, Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Sent, Williams may refer to a different telegram from USG.
At 10:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. George G. Meade had telegraphed to USG. ''In
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reply to my letter to Genl. Lee, I received this morning about 6. o'cloclf; a letter
from Genl. Beategard consenting to a truce from 5 to 9 for the purposes of burying the dead & removing the wounded~The firing has been resumed, but no
report yet received from Genl. Burnside as to the numbers on the field-Gen!.
Burnside reports b,is losses as amounting to 2000 killed & wounded & 2500 missing-on being called on to explain the occurrence of such a large number of
missing, the accompanying despatch was received-As this dated at 9.10 PM
July 31. was the first report of any kind made to me since leaving Burnsides
quarters with yourself, the justice of attributing this apparently disgraceful flight,
to the order authorising the withdrawal, can be judged of.-" ALS (telegram
sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 11 xiii, part 2, 3. The enclosure is
ibid., I, xi, part I, 146.
On Aug. 3, 10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Com•
parative quiet reigned along the lines of this army yesterday.-During the night
there was considerable musketry firing on the 9. corps front-Yesterday Maj,
Genl. Warren reported unmistakable evidences of the enemy mining in his front
near the plank road-Genl. W. is countermining & preparing an interior line at
the point threatened. About midnight despathes recieved from Maj. Gen. Ord
indicating the expectation a mine would be sprung in bis front, this army was
under arms for an hour before & after daylight this morning, The shorter & defensive line located by the engineers is being constrQcted.-" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received, O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 26. "A colored
scout just in reports that Lee's divisiol) of cavnlry on Sunday last came from the
North side of the Appomatox to Dinwiddie C. H; and on Monday marched back
North of Petersburgh-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac1 Letters
Sent; Meade Papers, Pffi. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 26. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Have you bad any deserters for the last few days fixing Long•
streets Corps." Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.
At 10,00 P,M.,, Meade telegraphed to USG. "Deserters report Kershaw's Divn as
having gone south on monday nig:ht-Pickett & Field are reported by Butler as
in his front this accounts for Longstreet. Bushrod Johnston & Hoke which are
i& all of Beam:egard are in our front-Heth & Mahone of Hill are also known to
be in our front.-Wilcox is supposed to be north of the Appomatox but not certain. We have had no deserters from Wilcox, but those from Mahone same corps
(Hill's) say he has not left.-Fitz Lee's division of cavalry is reported to have
gone north of the Appomatox on Day before ysterday-This is our latest information-" ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2,
26,
1. William F. Bartlett, born in Haverhill, Mass., in 1840, left the junior
class at Harvard College in April, 1861, to enlist as a private. As capt., 20th
Mass., he was wounded at Yorktown and his leg amputated, but he was ap•
pointed col., 49th Mass., later in 1862. Apppinted brig. gen. as of June 20, 1864,
he was captured at the battle of the Crater on July SO while commanding the 1st.
Brigade, 1st Div., 9th Army Corps.
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To Julia Dent Grant
City Point, Va, Aug 1st 1864.
DEAR JULIA,

Since writing to you before about going to Princeton N . J. I
have made further enquiries. I find they have as fine schools there
as is to be found in the country. It is one of the nicest places to live,
the best society, and near to every place in the East. It is close to
Long Branch, a favorite Summer resort, near to New York, near
Philadelphia, within seven or eight hours of Washington City and
within a day, nearly, of here. If you leave for me to decide I say
emphatically you will go to Princeton. As soon as I have your say
in this matter 1 will send Col. Porter of my Staff (he was sent to
Princeton to school before he went to West Point) to secure you
a house. I will leave it to you whether to keep house or board. In
my opinion it will be better, if you go there, to keep house. By having a good trusty house keeper you can all ways leave home for a
few days and whilst in the East I can always get home, if not in
a few hours, in a day at furthest. You would bring Little Rebel
with you for the children to ride and I would send you Egyt for you
to drive. I know with these, and Jess to escort, you would be happy.
I could not send you the black pony Jeff Davis. He has got to be one
of the most beautiful horses you ever saw, very fleet, and he always
was just as easy as a roclciog chair. I have been offered $1.000 for
him and $1.200 for the horse given to me by Mr. Grant of Cincinnati.1 Of course I could not sell them but it shows how fine they are
regarded.
Love to all and kisses for you and the children. I write, as usual,
after every body else is in bed, and with full twelve hours constant
wrighting to do, which I must do, before me. Tell Dr Barrett I
rec'd bis letter this evening. He must not be disappointed if I do
not answer him.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.
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I. In early 1864, S. S. Grant gave USG the borse named Cincinnati on
condition that the horse would never fall into the hands 0£ anyone who would
mistreat him. Frederick Dent Grant in Francis Trevelyan Miller, ed., Photo•
graphic H~tory of the Civil War (New York, 1911), IV, 296, 298. A photograph of USG and Cincinnati is ibid.1 X 1 301.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated Aug 4th 1864.
To MAJ G E N BUTLER,
I am compeUed to send a second division of cavy to Washn.this-will leave the cavalry force too weak to protect the flank of
the army without the assistance of Kautz. P lease order Kautz to
report accordingly. 1 Only intending to be absent for a few days, J
leave my adj't Genl, &: part of HdQrs-but being senior you necessarily would command in any immergency. Please communicate
with me by telegraph if anything occurs when you wish my orders.2
U.S. GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received (at 12:30 P.M.), DLC-Beojamin F . Butler; DLC-USG, V,
451 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 48.
On Aug. 4, 1864, CapL Ely S. Parker wrote to Maj. Geo. B enjamin F . Butler. "Our transports were .fired into yesterday at Wilcox's Landing, and to-day at
Harrison's Landing. Captain CUtz, commanding gun-boat Osceola, reports that
he to-day communicated with females, white, and a contraband at Wilcox's
Landing, who agree in saying that an infantry force of about 2,000, and field
battery of fifteen guns are encamped from two to three miles from that landing.
They say it is Early's troops, but this must be a mistake. I send this for your information." Ibid., pp. 4.9-50.
On Aug. 5, 9:00 A.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "I sent Graham up and
burnt Seddelll! house in retaliation for burnig the house of Mr Blair. He went
within a mile and a half of Fredericksburgh and saw no enemy All qwet" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 6: 15 P.M.), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xlii, part 2,
62.
On the same day, Parker telegraphed to Brig. Gen. Seth WilUams. ''If not
improper to communicate, I would like to know the cause of the heavy fifing this
evening, so that it may be communicated to Gen Grant." ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG
94, Wnr Records Office, Anny of the Potomac. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 52. At 8 :20
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P ,M,, WilUams telegraphed to Parker. "The following despatch from General
Ord explains the firing you heard thls evening. All is ~uiet now;" ALS (tele•
gram sent), DNA, RG 94,, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copy, ibid.,
RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 52. Williams
transmitted a telegram (received 8: 10 P.M. ), from Maj. Gen. Edward 0 . C. Ord
to Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys. "There was a small mine exploded about
40 yards in front of my left & did not damag·e my works at all. There was no as•
sault-Loss so far appears trifling except Col Steadman wounded dangerously I
have ordered all my reserves back-My lines [inta]ct" Telegram received,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 64. On the same day,
Parker telegraphed to USG. "Rebels exploded a small mine this evening ie about
40 yards in front of Ord's left. No damage done to our works. No assault. Loss
reported trifling Col. Stedman dangerously wounded. Our lines intact." T elegram received (on Aug. 6, 8:10 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound). O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 52. On Aug. 6, 7: 30 A.,M., Butler telegraphed to
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton and USG. "At six thirty (6 30) P . M
yesterday the enemy sprang a small mine on front of the eighteenth ( 18 ) Corps
near Petersburg about forty ( 40) yards in front of our works-They did not
make an assault-A brisk artillery fire was opened along the whole of our line
the casualties small-I regret to say that Col Steadman eleventh ( 11) Conn is
dangerously wounded-Beg leave to renew my application that be receive pro•
motion by brevet for gallant & meritorious services-Our lines are em; intact &
all is quiet in front of Petersbu[rg] The enemy opened upon us from the How•
Jett house battery no loss-Col Steadman is dead" ALS ( telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 10: 15
P.M.), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
Printed as sent at 8: 30 A.M. to Stanton in 0.R., I, xlii, part 2, 68-69. On the
same day, 9:30 P.M., Butler telegraphed tc, USG. "All has been quiet today.
Regular shelling going on before Petersburg. At noon a Thousand Cavalry &
Eighty ( 80) Wagons passed Junction towards Richmond. Richmond papers of
this morning. No news save that a landing had been made on Dauphins Island
near Mobile & an attack began on Fort Gaines August Third (3rd ). Macon confederate late atlanta appeal, says the country will be glad to learo that our army
b as been reinforced by many thousand veteran troops that all thoughts of giving
up atAtlantahave vanished" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegram received (on Aug. 7, 6: 15 A.M.), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2,

69.
On Aug. 7, 1:00 .P .M ., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Tbe following forwarded
for what it is worth." Telegrams received (2-at 9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); (2) ibul,, T elegrams Collected (Unbound).
O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 75. The enclosure, with information from three citizens of
P etersburg, is ibid., pp. 75-76. On the same day, 10:30 P.M., Butler telegraphed
to USG. "All quiet in the lines of our Armies since last advices Enemy moved
to Richmond 10 passenger and 3 freight cars filled with troops They <lid oot
cross at Drurys bluff. Did not stop in front of us or they would not have been
put on cars. 14 Waggons and a drove of Beeves Crossed this Eve at Chaffins
Bluff. Kershaws Division is in my fro.n t between the Appomattox and JamesFrom the accounts in Rebel papers to Aug 4th I do not credit Heralds report of
Farraguts success Would it were true." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
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Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (on Aug. 8, 8:00 A.M.),
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I , xlii, part 2, 82.
On Aug. 8, 9 :00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The above just recieved
forwarded as the latest information.- " ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 85. The enclosed report of information
from deserters is ibid., pp. 84-85.
I. On Aug. 4 1 USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. ''Send an,
other Division of Cavalry to Washington at once I will instruct the Quarter
Master to provide transportation as rapidly as it can be got together-I will in•
struct Gen Butler to send Kautz Cavalry to report to your Cavalry Commander
whilst so much of yours is absent" Telegram received ( at l: 15 P. M, ), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at
12: 15 P.M. in O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 39. On the same day, Humphreys telegraphed
to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins information received from deserters. Telegram
received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xlii, part 2, 39. On Aug. 5,
10:00 A.M., Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson telegraphed to Lt. Col. Theodore S.
Bowers. ''My Divn. is ordered to Washington-please have all the men belonging
to it now there, collected and those dismounted, ~ 8ft€e supplied with horses at
once. I would also like the 8th Ill. cavalry reassigned to me and be put in readiness to joiJi the comd. as soon as it gets there." ALS (telegram sent) 1 DNA, RG
1071 Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams
Collected (Bound) . O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 61.
2. On Aug. 4, noon, USG telegraphed to Butler, sending a copy to Meade.
"1 find it necessary for me to go to Washington for a day or two to give direction
to affairs there. Io my absence remain on the defensive notifying Gen. Meade that
if attacked he is authorized to call in such of your troops as are South of the Appomattox. Only expecting to be absent three days I will not ~ QB;' &f4ep
relinquishiag command. afKl wetiW 1-ilre ii ~ thM my aeeeeee waa net
f:efles-ally ~ - " ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; ibid.,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). D.R., I, xlli, part 2, 48.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By T elegraph from City Pt.
Dated Aug 4 1864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER,
I think it will be advisable to have all the surplus pontoon
material in the hands of Gen Benham, When any bridging is
required he can be called on for it & having it together, it can be
kept in quantity sufficient for any immergency, Divided neither
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your Engrs, nor Gen Benham, will have enough to throw a bridge
over the James or Appomattox. I do not order this if you see any
good reason for keeping it as it is.

u. s. GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 61;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
City Point Va. Aug. 4th 1864

MAJ. GEN. B. F. BUTLER,
CoMo.cDEPT. OF VA. &N. C.
GENERAL,

Lt. King's communication in relation to closing the port of
Wilmington with torpedoes is received. I called Admiral Lee's
attention to this matter some time ago thinking myself it was perfectly feasable. The Admiral however thought differently giving
as a reason for his views that both channels were commanded by
the enemy's guns. All the torpedoes we would plant during the
night the enemy would take up during the day. I certainly however
would like the experiment tried and if you will arrange with Adm.I
Lee for his cooperation what you may do will have my approval.
I am Gen. very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Gn.
ALS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 48. See ibid.,, p. 210: O.R.
(Navy), I, x, 145.
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ToMaj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Monocacy Va 8 p m
Aug 5th 1864
MAJ

GEN HALLECK

CHF O'F STAFF -

I have ordered the concentration of all available forces under
Genl Hunter to be concentrated at once at Harpers Ferry and to
follow the enemy promptly whereever he may golf it is found, as I suspect, nothing but a small raiding force is
north of the Potomac, then he is to move up the yalley after the
main force, detaching sufficient to attend to that left north of him
by the enemy. Unless otherwise ordered send all the cavalry yet
to arrive as fast as Brigades are c.omplete by Leesburg & the southside of the Potomac to reach the main army

U. S. GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 11:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 1071 Telegr.ams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R.,
I, xliii, part 1, 695. On Aug. 5, 1864, 11:!30 P.M., USG, Monocacy, Md,, telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Send Sheridan by morning train to
Harpers Ferry calling here on his way to see if Gen Hunter has left. Give him
OTders to take general command of all the troops in the field within the Division,
Hunter will turn over to him my letter of instructions" Telegram received (on
Aug. 61 12:40 A,M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies,
ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, 11.iii, part 1, 695.
See following letter.
On Aug. 5, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton wrote to Presjdent AbTaham
Lincoln. "General Grant is at the Department. Shall he call to see you or will you
see him here" ALS, DLCEdwio M. Stanton. At 10:00 A,M.1 Lt. Col. Cyrus B.
Comstock, ''Gen. Grants H. Q. Winder Building," telegraphed to "l\llaj. Gen.
Hunter or Maj. Gen Wright Near Monacacy." "Gen. Grant will leave here for
Gen, Hunters Hd Qrs about 3 P. M. by rail road. Will you inform me to what
point he should come for that purpose and furnish transportation for five from
that point t o ~ Gen Hunters Hd. Qrs." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound). On Aug. 8, Maj. Gen, Lewis Wallace wrote,
probably to his wife. " ... General Grant dined with me at the Eutaw House•
Saturday last. He was unusually kind~even demonstrative to me. He spoke of
the Battle of Monocacy, and was Sure we killed and wounded three times as
many rebels as our own losses. He had just come from the battlefield. Before
leaving, be gave me a warm invitation to visit him at City Point, which I am
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Sure to do as Soon as the Shenandoah Valley grows more quiet... .'' Copy, Wallace Papei;s, lnHi.
Between USG's telegrams to Halleck of 8:00 1'.M. and 11:30 1'.M., Maj.
Gen. David Hunter asked to be relieved because Halleck so distrusted his abilities
that another gen. might be more successful. Memoirs, IT, 320. On Aug. 6, USG
telegraphed to H alleck "In relation to bravery and success of Geril. Hunter."
DNA, RG 108, Register of Telegra,ms Received.
On the same day, 10:00 A.M., USG telegraphed to Halleck. "From the dispatches received by Genl Hunter it appears to me evident there is no great force
of the enemy, likely not more than two thousand men, North of the Potomac and
they engaged in gathering & moving off stock and produce. I believe they will be
gone before our troops can get near them" Telegram received, ibid., RG 1071
Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xiiii, part l, 708. At ll:50 A.M., Halleck
telegraphed to USG. ''One brigade of Torbert's Division of cavalry left last night
and another will start this morning for Harpers Ferry via Monocacy. As your
telegram of last night says 'send all cavalry yet to arrive &c.' I presume you allude to the Division expected from city Point. Do you want an order issued making
a Military Division of the four Depts., or shall it await your return here." ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram re•
ceived, ibid. O.R., I, xliii, part 1, 708.
On Aug. 8, 12:15 r.M., USG, Fort Monroe, telegraphed to Halleck. "To
supply the place of troops going out of service in the Middle Division, the 19th
Corps or so much of it as may be necessary can be taken, after Early's forces are
e;xpelled. This will obviate the necessity of sending troops from City Point, unless 11 whole corps is required." Copy (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegram received (sent at 1:00 P.M., received at 8:00
P.M.), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Bound). Printed as sent at noon in 0.R., I,
xliii, part I, 725.

To Maj. Gen. David Hunter
Monocacy Bridge Md
Aug 5th 1864. 8. P . M.
MAJ. GEN HUNTER

COJ'i!I.D'G DEPT WEST VA.

Concentrate all ')'our available forces -without delay in the vicinity of Harpers Ferry, leaving only such railroad guards and garrisons for public property as may be necessary. Use in this concentration the RailRoad if by so doing time can be saved. From
Harpers Ferry, if it is found that the enemy has moved North of
the Potomac in large force, push North following and attacking
bim wherever found, following him if driven South of the Potomac
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as long as it is safe to do so. If it is ascertained that the enemy has
but a small force North of the Potomac, then push South with the
main force, detaching under a competent Commander a sufficient
force to look after the raiders and drive them to their homes. In
detailing such a force the Brigade of Cavalry now in route from
Washington via Rockville may be taken into account.
There are now on the way to join you three other Brigades of
the best of Cavalry, numbering at least 5000 men and horses.
These will be instructed in the absence of further orders to join
you by the South side of the Potomac One Brigade will probably
start to morrow. In pushing up the Shendandoah Valley as it is
expected you will have to go first, or last, it is desirable that nothing should be left to invite the enemy to return. Take all provisions,
forage and Stock wanted for the use of your Command. Such as
cannot, be consumed destroy. It is not desirable that the buildings
should be destroyed, they should rather be protected, but the people should be infonned that so long as an Army can subsist among
them, recurrences of these raids must be expected, and we are determined to stop them at all hazards.
Bear in mind, the object, is to drive the enemy South, and to
do this you want to keep him always in sight. Be guided in your
course by the course he takes.
Make your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving
regular vouchers for such as will be taken from loyal citizens in
the Country through which you march.
u. S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xxxiv,
part I, 26; ibid., 1, xxxvi, part 1, 29-SO; ibid., I, xuvili, part 1, 1'8-19; xlili,
part 1, 57-58, 697-98.
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To Julia Dent Grant
Washington D. C.
Aug. 5th 1864,
DEAR JULIA,

I received your dispatch after I had got aboard the steamer
yesterday to come here. Col. Porter goes at once t-0 Princeton to try
to rent you a furnished house. If he succeeds in getting what you
want you had better go there at once. I will let you know as soon as
he returns.
I have come up here for a day to visit our Anny at Harpers
Ferry as see what is required to drive the enemy out of Maryland
and Northern Va. I shall return here to-morrow night and go immediately back to City Point. I am in most excellent health still.
Staff are generally well.
If you go to Princeton get Mr. Ford to ship everything you
want to take, including Little Rebel, so that you will have no bother.
You have never said whether Lewis bought back the house and lot?
I hope he does not want it but still let him have it if he does.-I
have but little over an hour in which to get dinner and reach the
rail-road depot. If I can get time within this to draw a months
pay I will send you a $1,000. Since you left here I have sent one
month's pay $1100, and $500 besides to Chicago and have enough
on hand to last me a month yet.
Love and kisses for you and the children.
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.

To Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan
(Cipher)

Ws,, Def19Rme11t

Washington City, Aug. 7th 1864
MAJ. GEN. SHERIDAN,

Do not hesitate to give commands to officers in whom you re-
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pose confidence without regard to claims of others on account of
rank. If you deem Torbert the best man to command the Cavalry
place him in command and give Averill some other command or
relieve from the expedition and order him to report to Gen. Hunter.
What we want is prompt and active movements after the enemy
in accordance with the instructions you already have. I !mew ftffl
peri'eetly feel every confidence that you will do for the very best
and will leave you as far as possible to act on your own judgement
and not embarass you with orders and instructions.

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; copies (sent at noon), DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I , xliii, part 1, 719. On Aug. 7, 1864, 12: 15
P.M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan. "The Dept's of W ashington, The Middle, The Susquehanna and of Western Va have been formed
into a Military Division, called the Middle Division and you have been assigned
to the temporary Command. Orders will be sent to you by Mail at once. Yo11 can
assume Command without further authority." Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. D.R., I, xliii, part l, 71 9.
On Aug. 6, 7: 30 P.M., Sheridan telegraphed to USG. "I h ave the honor to
report my command here. I find affairs somewhat confused but will soon straiten
them out. I have had a. great many reports of the Enemy's movements. There is
not much doubt but that some cavalry and Infantry marched from Sharpsburg
towards Hagerstown this mo.ming- I hope to be able tomorrow to get more
definite information and have ordered Col Lowell with a portion of bis command
to make a reconnoissance on the south side of the river in the direction of MartinS'•
burg. I am amciously awaiting the arrival of Genl T orberts command. Gen'!
Averill has all the cavalry that belongs here and is following up the Enemy from
Springfield in the direction of Moorefield. [ have no good reason to think that the
Enemy reported as going towards Hagerstown is formidable" T elegram received (at 8:40 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RO
108, Letters Received; copies (2), DLC-Philip H. Sheridan. O.R., I, xliii, part I,
710. On Aug. 7, 2:00 P.M., Sheridan telegraphed to USG. "I am well satisned
that there is no large force of the E.n emy North of the Potomac. Early crossed the
river & took dinner at Sharpsburg but returned immediately to vVinchesterThe Enemy are collecting wheat about Sharpsburg. I h ave thought it best to let
them go on until I can get T orberts Division here then I will strike for Winchester
which is the l<ey and pick up the parties on the north side of the Potomac." Telegram received (at 2:SO P.M.), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound);
ibid., RG 108, Letters Received; copy, DLC-Philip H. Sheridan. 0.R., I, xlili,
part 1, 720.
On Aug. 7, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton wrote to USG. "Please let
me see you before you leave the city & oblige" ALS, DLC-USG, I, B. For a telegram of the same day from Maj. Gen. Edward 0 . C. Ord asking if USG were at
City Point and the negative reply, see O.R., I, xlil, part 2 , 83.
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To Maj._Gen. William T. Sherman
(Cipher)

-We,:.D6fHH"IM6Rt

Washington City, Aug. 7th 1864

MAJ. GEN. SHERMAN,
Your progress instead of appearing slow has received the universal commendation of all loyal citizens as well as of the President,
War Dept, and all persons whose commendation you would care
for. The enemy detaching a portion of his force to secure the crops
of the Shenandoah Valley and raid into Maryland and Pa fto call
attention from them has called me here to organize our forces to
drive the enemy South. I came from the Monocacy yesterday afternoon after having put all our forces in motion after the enemy and
after having put Sheridan in command who I know will push the
enemy to the ~ery death.
I will telegraph you in future more frequently than heretofore.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gn.
ALS (telegram sent'), CSmH; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; (datelined
noon) DLC-William T. Sherman; DNA, RG 108, Letters ·Sent; ibid., RG 393',
Military Div. of the Miss., Telegrams Received in the Field. 0 .R., I, xxxviii,
part 5, 407-8. On Aug. 7, 1864, 8:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman
telegraphed to USG. "l was gratified to learn you were satisfied with my progress
Get the War Department to send us recruits daily as they are made for we can
teach them more war in our camp in one day than they can get at a rendezvous in
a month, also tell the President that he must not make the least concession in the
matter of the September draft: It is right and popular with the army and the army
is worth coosideriog I am glad you have given Gen Sheridan the command of
the forces to defend Washington; he will worry Early to death Let us give these
southern fellows all the fighting they want and when they are tired we can tell
them we are just warming to the work Any signs of a let up on our part is sure
to be falsely construed and for this reason I always remind them that the seige of
Troy lasted six years and Atlanta is a more valuable town than Troy We must
manifest the character of dogged courage & perseverance of our race. Dont Stay
in Washington longer than is necessary to give impulse to events and get out of
it-It is the centre of intrigue I would like to have Mower made a Major General, he is a real fighter'' T elegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ( misdated Aug. 8) ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
ibid.1 RG 108, Letters Received; copy, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss.,
Telegrams Sent in the Field. Printed as received on Aug. 8, 3: 30 A.M., in O.R.,
I, =xviii, part 5, 408.
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On Aug. S, 6:20 P.M., USG had telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Richmond Dispatch of today contains following-'Macon August 1st 6.
P. M-Our Cavalry upder Gen Iverson atta.c ked the enemy yesterday near Clinton The Yankees, commanded by Gen Stoneman were routed1 and Stoneman,
seventy five officers, & about five hundred prisoners-with two Pieces of Artillery
surrendered and have just reached this city-The rest of the Yankees force are
scattered and flying toward Eatonton'" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); (2-datelined 6:30 P,M,) ibid,, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. Printed as received on Aug. 4,, 6: 30 A.M., in O.R., I, xxxvili, part 5, 339. On
Aug. 4, Halleck transmitted this telegram to Sherman as if USG were telegraphing directly. Copy, DNA, RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Telegrams Received in the Field. O.R., I, :xxxviii, part 5, 349. On Aug. 4, 10:00 A.M., USG
telegraphed to Sherman. "Richmond papers of yesterday announce the capture
of Gen. Stoneman and five hundred of his party near Macon Ga. Tbe capture took
place the 1st of Aug. Have you heard any thing of this?" ALS (telegram sent),
CSm.H; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Received
in Cipher; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss.,
Telegrams Received in the Field. O.R., I, xxxviii, part 5, 350. The date of the
capture was altered to July 31 in the telegram sent and copied that way in
USG's letterbooks. On the same day, Sherman twice telegraphed to USG, the
second time at 11: 30 P.M. "Genl Stonemnn only had 2.300 men, 900 have got in.
I fear the balance .are captured as stated in your dispatch. Stoneman was sent to
break Railroads, after which I consented he should attempt the rescue of our
prisollers at Andersonville." "I have your second despatch about Stoneman. I
have newspapers, with dates from Macon of the 1st, speaking of stoneman's
capture as a rumor but not as a fact. He started from here, in connection with two
other parties, that have got back. He had twenty three hundred (2300) men,
and after breaking the Macon :i:oad, to was to make an effort to rescue our prisoners. Col Adams, with nine hundred ( 900) of his men, got back to Marietta
today, and telegraphed me he was attacked at Clinton, Ga, by overwhelming
numbers, and they fear he is captured. It may be so, but I hope he may, like
McCook, dodge and get in. Washburn is moving from Holly springs, on Columbus, Miss. He thinks that Forrest is dead of the wound rec'd in his battle with
smith. The country in which I am operating, is very difficult for a large army,
and the defensive position very strong, and hard to circumvent, but perseverance
will move mountains. I ought to be better advised of your plans and movementsI hear you have blown up the outer bastion of Petersburg, but dont know how
near you are to getting full possession of the place, or its [bearing on] or [Richmond]. Hood uses his militia to fill his lines, and I have a bold front wherever I
get at him-" Telegrams received (the first at 10:20 P.M., the second on Aug.
5, 9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 393, Military Div. of the Miss., Telegrams
Sent in the Field. O.R., I, xnviii, part 5, 350. The second is printed as sent at
1:30 P.M.
On Aug. 7, 8:00 P.M., Sherman telegraphed to Halleck. "Have recd today
the despatches of the Secretary of War and Gen Grant which are very satisfactory. We keep hammering away here all the time and there is no peace inside
or outside of Atlanta. Today Schofield got round the flank of the line assaulted
yesterday by Gen Reilleys brigade, turned it and gained the ground where the
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assault was with all 9ur dead and wounded we continued to press on that Bank
and brought on u noisy but not a bloody engagement We drove the enemy behind his main breastworks which cover the rail road from Atlanta to East Point
We captured a good many of the skirmishers which are of their best troops for
the militia hugs the breastworks close I do not deem it prudent to exiend more
to the right but will push forward daily by paralells & make the inside of Atlanta too hot to be endured. I have sent to Chattanooga for two thirty pounder
Parrotts with which we can pick out almost any house in town I am too impatient for a seige but I dont know but here is as good a place to fight it out as
further inland One thing is certain whether we go inside of Atlanta or not it
will be a used up 'community' by the time we are done with it" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received on Aug. 8, 2:30
A.M., in O.R., I, xxxvi.ii, part 5, 408-9. On Aug. 9, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers
telegraphed the text of Sherman's telegram, omitting the first sentence, to Maj.
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, and all corps commanders.
LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram
received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; DLC-Benjamio
F. Butler; Ord Papers, CU-B.

To Julia Dent Grant
F't. Monroe, Va. Aug. 8th 1864.
DEAR JtJLIA,

The day I wrote you last I found time to draw my pay and get
a draft for $1,000 for you but not time to mail it before the cars
left. I went out to Monocacy Md, set our troops all in motion placing in command an officer, Gen. Sheridan, in whom I have great
confidance and have just reached here on my way back to City
Point. Col. Porter, who was with me, went on to Princton N. J . to
make arrangements for you to go there. I look for him back tomorrow or the day following. You might as well make your arrangements for coming on without waiting another letter. If you
can not get a house there I want you to come East any way. You
might come on to Philadelphia at once and if satisfactory arrangements are not made at Princeton you can rent a furnished house
there and we will make that our permanent home for the war. It
will always be convenient to me and it is a pleasant place to live.
My love to all at home. Love and kisses for you and the children,
ULYS.

ALS, DLC-USG.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point 11 45 am
Aug 9th 1864

MA.r GEN HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

Five minutes ago an ordnance boat exploded carrying timbers,
grape canister and all kinds of shot over this point-Every part of
the yard occupied as my Hd Qrs is filled with splinters and fragments of shells
I do not know yet what the casualties are beyond my own
Hd Qrs. Col Babcock is slightly wounded in band and one man
mounted orderly is killed and two or three wounded and several
horses killed-The damage at the wharf must be considerable
both in life & property-As soon as the smoke clears away I will
ascertain & telegraph you
US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 10:30 P,M,), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); i bid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. O.R., I, xiii, part 1, 17; ibid., I, xlii, part 2, 9495. On Aug. 9, 1864, 11:50 A.M., USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. "Benjamin F.
Butler and to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "An ordnance boat blew up at the
wharf a few moments ago sending shell & spliDters all over the point The
damage to life & property must be great, out of my own yard however I have not
yet learned Col. Babcock was wounded in the hand & ao oroerly killed & three
or four wounded Several horses were also killed oo the wharf & on other
parts of the point the losses must be heavy" Telegram received, DNA, RG 94,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; DLC-Benjamin F. Butler.
On Aug. 11, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. 'The foJ.
lowing is a list of casualties from the explosion of the ammunition barge on the
9th to wit. Killed twelve enlisted men hvo citizens employees, one citizen not
employee! by Govt. thirty eight colored laborers, wounded three commissioned
Officers four enlisted men, fifteen citizen$ employees, eighty six colored laborers,
Beside$ these there were 18 others wounded Soldiers and citizens not belonging
about the whf. The damage to property was large, but I have not the means [o]f
reporting it." Telegram received (at 9 :45 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59,
67. O.R., I, xlii, part 1, 17; ibid., I, xlii, part 2, 112.
On Aug. 15, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No. 74 appointing a board headed by Lt. Col. Horace Porter to investigate the cause of the
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explosion. Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 68; DNA, RG 94, Letters Received,
1368A 1864. O.R., I, xiii, part -2, 197. The board was unable to determine the
cause of the explosion and concluded that it was an accident; on Aug. 20, USG
endorsed the report. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War." ES,
DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 1359A 1864. For a description of the explosioD
and a statement that it resulted from sabotage, see Horace Porter, Campaigning
with Grant (New York, 1897), pp. 273-75. See also 0.R., I, xlii, part 1, 95456; ibid.; I, xlvi, part 31 1250.

T o Maj. Gen.. Henry W. Halleck
City Point Aug 9th 1864
MAJ GEN

HALLECK

CHF OF STAFF

The 7th [1 st] Regt US Vols composed of' deserters and prisoners from the rebel ranks is now on duty at NorfolkI have ordered it to the Dept of the North West-Please direct
Pope to send an equal amount of troops to Genl Sherman and if he
can send more to do it. My own opinion is that two or three Regts
can be sent from the Dept of the N W . without danger
The lstRegt. US Vols. numbers 1000 for duty and is a first
class Regiment but it is not right to expose them fl5 where to be
taken Prisoners they must suffer as deserters

US.GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegr!lm recdved, DNA, RG 94, War R ecords Office, Miscellaneous War Reco.rds; (at 11:00 P.M.) ibid,, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid.,
RG 94, Vol. Service Div., A716 (VS) 1864.; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67. D.R., 1, xii, part 2,619.
On Sept. 25, 1864, 1: 25 P.M, (sent at 3:00 P.M.), Secr.eta.ry of War Edwin
M. Stanton telegraphed to USG. "The President sometime ago authorised a regiment of prisoners of war at Rock island to be enlisted into our service He has
written you a letter of explanation. It was done without my knowledge and he
desires his arrangement to be carried into effect. The question now arises how
they shall be organized officered and assigned to duty. Shall they be formed into
one regiment by companies as other troops or assigned in companies or squads to
other organizations. Please favor me with your views on the subject. The Presidents letter is forwarded you by mail." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected ( Bound); telegram received, ibid., Telegrams Collected
(Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., III, iv, 744. On Sept. 22,
President Abraham Lincoln h ad written to USG. "l send this as an explanation

The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant

386

to you, and to do justice to the Secretary of War. I was induced, upon pressing
application, to author[ize] the agents of one of the Districts of Pennsylvania to
recruit in one of the prisoner depots in Illinois; and the thing went so far before
it came to the knowledge of the Secretary, that in my judgment it could not be
abandoned without greater evil than would follow it's going through. I did not
know at the time that you had protested against that class of"thing being done;
and I now say that while this particular job must be completed, no other of the
sort will be authorized, without an understanding with you, if at all. The Secretary of War is wholly free of any part in this blunder." ADfS, DLC-Robert T .
Lincoln; copy, DLC-EdwinM. Stanton. Lincoln, Works, VIII, 17. On Sept. 23,
Lincoln iient this letter to Stanton endorsed: ''Secretary of War please read &
forwll?'d." AES, DLC-Edwin M. Stanton. On Sept. 25, 6: 30 P.M., USG telegraphed to Stanton. "Your dispatch in relation to the organization of troops from
prisoners of War just received. I would advise that they be placed all in one
regiment and be put on duty either with Gen. Pope or sent to New Mexico." ALS
(telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (at 8: 10 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound),; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., m,
iv, 744, See D. Alexander Brown, The Galvanized Yankees (Urbana, Ill., 1963).
On Sept. 22, Bvt. Maj. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey, Indianapolis, wrote a letter
recommending the enlistment of some C.S.A. prisoners at Camp Morton into
the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy. On Oct. 13, USG endorsed this letter. "Respy.
returned. I do not deem it advisable to enlist any more of this class of men at
present than we h.ave in service" Copi,ls, DLC-USG, V, 58; DNA, RG 108,
Register of Letters Received. On Oct. 15, 5:00 P ,M , , Halleck telegraphed to
USG. "The conduct of the regiment of rebel deserters enlisted by Gen! Butler &
sent to the northwest has been such, that no more of that class should be recieved.
Genl Sibley reports that they are entirely untrustworthy and even dangerous."
ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram
received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received.

To Act. Rear Admiral S. Phillips Lee

ADM'L s. P. LEE

City Point Va Aug 9th 1864.

DEAR SIR
Your letter of the 24th inst. inclosing communication relative
to the withdrawel of Iron Clads from the James River was duly
recei\ted. Owing to my absence from here most of the time since
the receipt of your letter it has not been answered earlier.
Whilst I believe we will never require the amoured vessels to
meet those of the enemy I think it would be imprudent to withdraw
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them. At least two such vessels, in my judgement, should be kept
in the Upper James. They stand a constant threat to the enemy and
prevent him taking the offensive. There is no disguising the fact
that if the enemy should take the offensive, on the Water, altho we
probably would destroy his whole James River Navy, such damage
would be done our shipping and Stores, all accumulated on the
Water near where the conflict would begin, that our victory would
be dearly bought.
I have the honor to be Adm'l,
Very Respectfully Yours

U.S.GRANT
Lieut Geo't.
Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlii,
part 2, 95; O.R. (Navy), I, x, 373. On July 24, 1864, Act. Rear Admiral S.
Phillips Lee, Hampton Roads, Va., wrote to USG. "I enclose a copy of a com•
municationreceived to-day from the Navy Department, relative to the e~ediency
of withdrawing the iron-clads from James River I request the favor of an early
reply, giving your views on the subject . • . Please address your reply to me at
Beaufort N. C." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part S, 427;
O.R. (Navy), I, x, 373. Lee enclosed a copy of a letter of July 22 from Secretary
of the Navy Gideon Welles to Lee. "You will inform this Department whether
any of the Iron Clads attached to your command can be withdrawn, having due
regard to the exigiencies of the public service within the limits of your com•
mand; whether they are absolutely essential to the holding- possession of James
river or other waters of Virginia, and whether the Military forces can maintain
their positions in Virginia, assisted and protected by wooden vessels & only in
case the iron clads should be withdrawn, or with the assistance and protection, of
wooden vessels and a portion of the iron clads. Answers to these questions and
such other information bearing upon the subjects of inquiry as your Judgement
may dictate, can be furnished at your leisure-The opinion of Lieut. General
Grant upon the points indicated would be valuabled and the Department would
be gratilied if you could obtain it-" Copy, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R. , I, xi, parts, 427; O.R. (Navy),I, x, 296. See ibid., pp. 371-73.

To Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan
From City Point 12 M August 9th 1864.

MAJ GEN pH SHERIDAN
HARPERS FERRY

lnformation derived from deserters, refugees and a man sent
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from here to Richmond, all corroborating, locate every Division
and Brigade of Bill, Longstreet and Beauregards forces 1 -Not
one Brigade has been sent from here. I shall endeavor to hold them
and rather create a tendency to draw from your front than allow
them to reenforce

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (at 10:00 i>,M_.) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108l Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68. O.R., I,
xliii, part 1, 737.
1. On Aug. 9, 1864-, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F , Butler.
"How does your information place Longstreets Corps & wilcoJLS Div of Hills
Corps I have the statements of deserters Coming in at Petersburg & wish to
compare-I will be over to see you this P . m," Telegram received, DLCBenjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
Sent. On the same day, 11: 30 A .• M ., Butler telegraphed to USG. "Deserters place
Longstreets corps as follows. Picketts Div. in our front between the appomattox
& the James-Field's Div. is before Foster at Deep Bottom & Mahone on the extreme left in front of Gen Meade. Wilcox Div has Scales' & Thomas' brigades
between Picketts Div. & the appornattox:, Thomas on the north &: Scales on the
south of Swift creek-Lane & Conner are before Foster at Deep bottom-We had
deserter$ from all these except Mahones Division yesterday-Three last night
about ten oclock from Scales & Thomas-They report Kersbaws div. in reserve
in rear of Picketts I was about saddling my horse to visit you-I have the boat
waiting VVhich shall it be" LS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On the
same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "As you are all prepared come & see me.''
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler.

To Maj. Gen_ William T . Sherman
(Cipher)

City Point Va. Aug 9th 1864 [11 :30 A.M.]

MAJ. GEN. $HER.MAN, NEAR ATLANTA GA.
The enemy having drawn to your front most of his forces West
of Alabama can you not reinforce from your Mississippi garrisons?
\3/ould it Bet be
feF t:he ~ moving aa te Colttmbus Miss.
to coati.aue t:heif' fflfH'€h Enstwfll'd I will ask to have all Western
recruits sent immediately to you. Your views about shewing no
dispondency but keeping the enemy, with his last man now in the
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field, constantly employed are the same I have often expressed.
We must win if not defeated at home. Every day exhausts the
·enemy at least a regiment, without any further population to draw
from to replace it, exclusive of losses in battle. I would suggest the
employment of as many negroes as you can as teamsters, company
cooks, Pioneers &c. to keep the enlisted men in the ranks, and the
shipment to NashviJle of every unemployed negro, big and little.
By .s ending some of your disable officers you might rake a conciderable force from Northern Hospitals also. Deserters coming in
daily keep us well posted of the position of Lee's forces. Stories of
deserters are not to be relied on but they give their regiment,
brigade and Division correctly and many of them coming locates
the whole. I think no troops have gone from Lee to Hood.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH ; telegram received (at 9:50 P.M.) , DNA, RG 107,
T elegrams Collected (Bound) ; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I,
xxxviii, part 5, 433-34. On Aug. 101 1864, 8:00 P.M., Maj. Gen. William T.
Sherman telegraphed to USG. "Your despatch of the ninth is received-It is to
replace our daily losses that I propose that all recruits made daily in the Western
states instead of accumulating at depots should at once come to Nashville and
be sent here on the cars which can bring four hundred a day without interfering
with freights 1 have ordered Washburne at Memphis to have A. J. Smith, who
is now marching on Columbus Mississippi, come to Decatur Ala. whence I can
bring to this army certain regiments and fragments that properly belong here
and a division that I originally designed to form a part of this army, the balance
of infantry & cavalry I would send back via Savannah and J ackson Tennessee
My lines are now ten miles long, extending from the Athens road on the left
round to East Point on the South I cannot extend more without making my
lines too we;ik. We are in close contact and sldnnishing all the tune. I have just
got up four 4½ inch rifled guns with ammunition and propose to expend about
four thousand rifled shots on the heart of Atlanta We have already canonaded
it with our lighter ordnance. Since July 28 General Hood has not attempted to
meet us outside of his parapets I n order to possess and destroy .effectually his
communication I may have to leave a corps at the Rail.Road bridge well en•
trenched and cut loose with the balance and make a desolating circle around
Atlanta. I do not propose to assault the works which are too strong or to proceed
by regular approaches I have lost a good many regiments and will lose more
by the expiration of Service and this is the only reason why I want reinforcements·- ! h ave killed, crippled & captured more of the enemy than we have lost
by his acts" Telegram received (on Aug. 11, 3:30 A,M. ), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); (incomplete) ibid., T elegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received; copy, ibid., RG 393, Military Div.
of the Miss., T elegrams Sent in the Field. O.R., I, xxxvili, part 5,447.
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ToEmmaS. Cameron
City Point, Va., August 9, 1864.
MY DEAR MADAM: Your letter of the 8th of July was duly received, but not so promptly answered. I know yours to be a case
where prompt payment should be made, and am willing to so indorse your claim. I believe your property at Chattanooga has been
appraised by a board of officers. If so, send me the proceedings of
the board, and I will make my indorsement and return them to
you. If you have no such evidence of the claim, inform me, and I
will order a board to assess it, and will indorse the proceedings.
This will be the first step toward a collection.
Yours, truly,

u. s. GRANT.

MRS. CAMERON.

SRC, 43-1-237. On Dec. 7, 1863, Emma S. Cameron had WTitten to USG. "I
understand that a Fort has been, or is to be erected on Cameron Hill, Chattanooga,
As it was my home; and is associated with many happy hours and pleasant anticipations, never to be repeated, would it be too great a favor, to ask that the name
of Cameron may be retained for the Fort?" ALS, DNA, RG $93, Dept. of the
Cumberland1 Unentered Letters Received. On Dec. 11, USG endorsed this letter.
"Refered to Brig, Gen. W. F . Smith, Chief Eng. Fort Cameron sounds as well as
any other name.... P . S. Miss Cameron is strongly Union and the family, for
their U0ion Sympathies, were forced to leave Chattanooga." AES, ibid. On Oct.
25, 1864, USG endorsed a claim for the takin_g of Cameron Hill, Chattanooga,
by U.S. forces to construct Fort Cameron. "I know the property within described
and the parties owning it well. Mr Cameron and hi8 wife have been unflinchingly
friends of the Government from the beginning of our troubles to the present day.
There are no more thoroughly loyal people any where in the north and they are
entitled to protection and pay for their property converted to Government use.
What is now known as Fort Cameron Chattanooga, Tenn was the private property of Mr C. From its elevated and commanding position it had to be taken and
fortified By this means the entire property with improvements has been entirely destroyed for private use .I would recommend that the property be purcha!ied at a fair 'Valuation for Government use" Copy, ibid., RG 94, Letters Received, 64G 1865. On Jan. 28, 1865, James Cameron wrote to USG. "I have
just been informed by the Board of claims here that your writing to the Secretary
of War in Washington will validate the copy of your kind endorsement of our
claim for damages to Cameron Hill; as the original is in the hands of Ajt. Gen'l
Thomas without the endorsemeni the Board here h ave informed Gen'l Thomas
of Washington that you endorsed our claim for speedy settlement, and have
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sent him a copy of your endorsement. please do us the additional kindness to
write to Seery Staunton that you have so endorsed our claim, and Adjt. Genl.
Thomas will call upon Seery Staunton in reference to its final settlement. I am
aware that I am both trespassing upon your kindness and most valuable time,
and only the assurance that the claim cannot be settled without causes me to do
so. Genl. Donaldson has ordered an ambulance for my wife's use, and she is
busy from morning to night with increased resources at command for the destitute, I trust that the Lord will grant you life, health, and the happy issue of
crushing out this vile rebellion; which we believe here you, and your able assistants are doing rapidly. My wife joins me in kind regards to yourself and
family." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. See letter to Julia Dent Grant,
Dec. 28, 186!3.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
City Point
Aug 101864
MAJ GEN HALLECK
CHFOFSTAFF

The Richmond Papers of today contain the intelligence that
Ft Gaines had surrendered with 600 men-50 guns and six months
provisions
It also says Fort Powell has blown up-Please telegraph Sherman this and the previous news from Mobile

US GRANT
Lt Genl
Telegram received ( at 10: 20 P .M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
{Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68. D.R., I, .xxxix, part 2, 239. On Aug. 10, 1864,
10:50 A.M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. ''I have just
recieved telegraphic report of contents of Rkhmond paper of to day which announ~ces the surrend!;lr of Fort Gaines off Mobile with six hundred men tilty guns
and six months provisions. Also the blowing up of Fort Powell. I will send the
official despatch as soon as I recieve it. Please let the operator forward this to
the Secretary of the Navy" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound); telegr.am received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. At
11:00 A.M., Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed Butler's message to Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade. ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac. At 1:00 P.M. 1 USG telegraphed to Meade. "Richmond papers
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of t his morning announce that Fort Gaines surrendered to the Yankees with 600
men 50 Guns and 6 months supplies also that Fort Powell was blown up. You
know I presume that seventeen of our Gunboats had run the Rebel Batteries at
Mobile & had captured or destroyed all but one of the Rebel Gunboats We have
a small Military force near Mobile under Gordon Granger-" Telegram received, ibid. Also on Aug. 10, USG telegraphed to Meade and all corps commanders. "The followiug ewacts from the Richmond Enquirer of tbjs Am are
respectfully furnished for your information" Telegram received, ibid.; copies,
ibid., RG 393, 2nd A.rmy Corps, 1st Div., Telegrams Received; Ord Papers,
CU-B. The dispatches from Mobile are ibid.
On Aug. 8, 3 :00 P,M., Butler had telegraphed to President Abraham Lincoln, sending copies to Asst. Secretary of the Navy Gustavus V. Fox and USG.
"The following is official report taken from Richmond Sentinel August eighth
(8th)" Telegrams received (2), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as received at 7:00 P.M. in O.R. (Navy) , I, xxi, 4-40. Butler appended a message of Aug. 5 from Maj. Gen. Dabney H. Maury, Mobile, to C.S.A.
Secretary of War James A. Seddon. "Seventeen ( 17} of the enemys vessels fourteen (14) ship & three ( 3) Iron Clads passed fort Morgan this mornfog The
Tecumseh a monitor was sunk by fort Morgan the Tennessee Surrendered after
a desperate engagement with the enemys fleet Admiral Buchanan lost a leg &
is a prisoner The Selma was captured The Gaines was beached near the
hospital The Morgan is safe & will try & run up tonight The enemy's fleet
has approached the city A monitor has been engaging fort Powell all day''
Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R.
(Navy), I , xxj, 440. On Aug. 9, 5:40 I'.M., Butler telegraphed to USG, sending
a copy to Fox. "The following is from the Richmond Examiner of the 9th-'A
despatch hom Mobile dated August 7th, two days later than our previous advices, State, that the situation has not materially changed Since the Enemys
Victory over Our Ironclads on last friday-The Navy Dept. received a telegr=
yesterday morning, announcing that, the Morgan the only Gunboat of our fleet
which was not either Sunk beached or Captured had Succeeded in getting over
the bar & reaching Mobile." Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound}; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I , xiii, part 2, 100;
(printed as received Aug. 10, 6:00 P.M, ) O.R. (Navy}, I, xx:i, 440.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Aug. 10th 1864 {2:00 P.M.]

MAJ. GEN HALLECK, WASHINGTON

Order Gen. Foster to send all the troops he can possibly spare
to Washington standing himself purely on the defensi'7e. We must
try and get ten thousand reinforcements to Sherman by some
means. Can not troops be got by thining out about Columbus
Cairo and Paducah and other places leaving them to be filled up
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afterwards. I would like to hear of 1000 a day going by some
means.
U.S.GRANT

Lt.Go.
ALS (telegram sent), CStnH; telegram received (at 11:00 P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bouod); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). See
O.R,, I, x.xxv, part 2, 231, 256.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated Aug 101864.

To MAJ GEN BUTLER
The navy ought to be apprised of the Despatch taken from the
Rebel signal and so station a part of their Boats as to Command
the Ground arround our Troops at Dutch Gap-If the Enemy open
from Howlets open from our Water Batteries on it-Are our men
well Covered from artillery fire if so and they are the.alert a Rebel
attack ought to prove Disastreous to them
US GRANT

Lt Gen
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F, 13utler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 106. On Aug. 10, 1864, 6: 10
P.M. , Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "The following has
just been received by our signal officer & is forwarded for your Information It
evidently i:efers to some attack upon our working party at Dutch Gap-I have
informed Gen Birney & will inform Capt Smitl1-Have you any orders. We will
endeavor fo be ready-" Telegram received, ONA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 106. Th.e enclosed message, from C.S.A. Lt. Gen. Richard
S. Ewell to Gen. Robert E. Lee concerning the placement of art., is ibid. At 8! 10
P . M., :Butler telegraphed to USG. "We are preparing to meet the Rebels if they
choose to attack us-I think our men are under cover. The navy have been notified to be ready on their part-A Rebel deserter this 11fternoon reports a rumor in
their camp that their cavalry have been knocked to pieces with a loss of four ( 4)
Guns up in the Shenandoah Valley, have you any news upon that subject? He
also reports that last saturday Tight smart of cavalry which was in the rear of
their line-I presume a brigade between the James & Appomattox left for the
Shenandoah" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2,
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106-7. On the same day, USG telegraphed to "Butler. "Who has Immediate
Command of Troops at Dutch Gap It will require some one there who Can
not be Stampeded" Telegram received, DLCBenjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC
USG, V, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlli, part 2, 107. At
8:50 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG. "That Command is in immediate charge
of Maj Ludlow of my staff a Gentleman of experience who will not be stampeded
-He is now here-I have explained to him ail the circumstances 8t we shall not
leave-I have been able since I sent to you to decipher the enemiey's signals Put
in where the first break is 'Col Carter's' and where the second is 'Cox's overseers
house' which place you will find on the map and it will read as follows 'Col
Carter is here engaged in locating Artillery at Signal Hill and Cou overseer's
House'" LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Lette.r s Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 107.
At 10: S5 A.-M., Butler had telegraphed to USG. "If -you see no objection
I will talce up the pontoon bridge at Broadway Landing and turn over the
material to Brig Gen! Benham'' LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Tele·grams Collected (Unbound). On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. ~l
You may talce up the Bridge at B'Way Landing & turn over the material to Brig
Gen! Benham or if you prefer I will order Gen.I Benham to talce up" Telegram
received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG
108, Letters Sent,

T o Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler

By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated Aog 10 1864.

To GEN BUTLER
The Richmond Enqurer of todays says official intelligence was
rec'd on yesterday announcing a disaterous surprise to a portion of
our troops in the vally at an early hour on Sunday morning 1 It appears that McCausland & Bradley Johnsons cavy were in Moorfield in Hardy Co where they were resting after their hard work of
the previous week. On Sunday morning while they were sleeping
A verills command made a decent upon hixn capturing four hundred men, 900 horses & four pieces of Arty. The remainder of our
two commands scattered among the mountains. Washn. papers
of yesterday contain similar statements as coming from Sheridan
further than this I have no intelligence
U . S.GRANT
LtGenl
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Telegram received, DLCBenjamin F. Buder. Misdate<l Aug. 19, 1864, in
Private and Official CoN"espondence of Gen. Benjamin F. Butler . • . (n. p.1 1917),
V, 17. On Aug. 10, USG telegraphed the same message to Maj. Gen. George G.
Meade. Telegram received (at 9:10 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, Wnr Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. See O.R., 1, x.liii, part 1,

2-1.
On the same day, USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler and to
M eade. "Order such surgeons & asst. Surgeons as can be spared from ·t he field to
report to the secy. of War for the purpose of visiting northern hospitals to send
from them to the field all men improperly or unnecessarily detained" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F . Butler; (at 10:30 A.M.) DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. On Aug. 9, 3:30 P.M., Maj. Gen.
Henry W. Halleck had telegraphed to USG. "Military & medical officers are
much wanted to 8efHl go to the hospitals in different states to e.xamine convalescents & send those fit for duty to their regiments. The Secty of War wishes you
to send to the Adjt Gent such officers & surgeons as you can spare for this pur·pose." ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. On Aug. 13, 1:15 P.M., USG telegraphed to Meade. "Your
communication in relation to sending Medical officers to bring men from nothern
hospitals is recvd You need not under the circumstances send any. I will have
Wilson placed on that duty as you suggest" Telegram received, ibid., RG 393,
Army of the Potomac, Telegrams Received; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
DLC.USG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. Meade's letter to USG, enclosing a letter from his medical director, was endorsed by USG some time between Aug. 14 and Aug. 17. "Respy. forwarded to the sec of war. Medical officer
cannot well be spared from this Army at this time. The suggestion of Gen
Meade that Med. lnsp Wilson, now in Washington, be assigned to this duty is
appd. and an order to that effect respectfully requested." Copy, DLC.USG, V, 58.
On Aug. 10, USG telegraphed to Butler. "I will not be able to go up the
River with you today will go tomorrow" Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin
F. Butler.
Also on Aug. 10, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Capt. George
K. Leet. "We had some information here yesterday that troops supposed to be
over a Regt left Richmond last Saturday evening by the Central road going
North The attention of the men sent by Col Sharpe should be carefully drawn
to them to ascertain which way these troops have passed from Gordonsville and
their number" Telegrams received (2-at 10:30 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected. (Unbound). O.R., I, xliii,
part 1, 760.
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To Surgeon Henry S. Hewit
City Pt. Va. Aug. 10th 1864.
DEAR DR.

Your letter of the 12th of July is before me. It will afford me
great pleasure to aid you in securing an appointment to West
Point for your son when the time comes. The appointments for / 65
will not be until March next.
The campaign you have been engaged in is a remarkable, and
to this point, most successful one. Sherman is one of the very few
men, if not the only man, who could have conducted it. I have always felt fut, in Sherman and McPherson a confidence that I could
feel in but few men. They have been free from personal ambition
at the expense of others. They have been truly zealous in the performance of their duties and truly great in their intelegence and
military skill.
My hearty wishes for your success in life Dr. and I subscribe
myself your Friend
U. S.GRAN1'
Lt.Go.
ALS, ViU. See letter to Surgeon Henry S. Hewit, Feb, 24, 1865.

To Isaac N . Morris
City Point, Va. Aug. 10th 1864.

HoN. l. N. MoRR1s,
DEAR SIR;

Your letter of the 23d of July was duly received. I hope your
nephew, Mr. Crapsey, has not nor will not pllblish my letter a copy
of which you furnished him. I never write any thing intended for
publication.
In. the matter of furnishing material for my own biography I
could not think of such a thing. It would be egotistical and I hope
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egotism is not to be numbered among my faults.-! have read your
sketch in the National Intelligencer.
Except flattering it is substantially correct.
Yours Truly
U. s. GRANT
ALS (facsimile), An Address Deli-vered by Frank H . Jones before the Chicago
Historical Society at the Celebration of the 100th Anni-versary of the Birth of
Ge11eral Ulysses S. Grant (Chicago, 1922), pp. [20-21). See letter to Isaac N.
Morris, July 12, 1864.

To Lydia Slocum
HEADQ'RS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES,
C1TY POINT,

VA., August 10. [1864]

MRs. LYDIA SLOCUM:

MY D EAR MADAM: Your very welcome letter of the 3d instant
has reached me. I am glad to know the relatives of the lamented
Major General McPherson are aware of the more than friendship
existing between him and myself. A nation grieves at the loss of
one so dear to ou,r nation's cause. It is a selfish grief, because the
nation had more to expect from him than from almost any one living. I join in this sel£sh grief, and add the grief of personal love
for the departed. He formed for some time one of my military
family. I knew him well. To know hitn was but to love him. It
may be some consolation to you, his aged grandmother, to know
that every officer and every soldier who served under your grandson felt the highest reverence for his patriotism, his zeal, his great,
almost unequalled ability, his amiability, and all the manly virtues
that can adorn a commander. Your bereavement is great, but cannot exceed mine.
Yours truly,

u. s. GRANT,

Lieutenant General.
Washington Chronicle, Aug. 29, 1864. On Aug. S, 1864, Lydia Slocum, Clyde,
Ohio, wrote to USG. ''l hope you will pardon me for troubling you with the
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perusal of these few lines from the trembling band of the aged grandma of our
beloved General James B. McPherson, who fell in battle. When it was announced
at his funeral, from the public print, that when General Grant heard of his death,
be went into his tent and wept like a child, my heart went out in thanks to you for
the interest you manifested in him while he was with you, I have watched his
progress from infancy up. In childhood he was obedient and kind; in manhood,
interesting, noble, and persevering, looking to the wants of others. Since he entered the war others can appreciate his worth better than I can. When it was announced to us by telegraph that our loved one had fallen, our hearts were almost
rent asunder, but when we heard the Commander-in-Chief could weep with us,
too, we felt, sir, that you have been as a father to him, and this whole nation is
mourning his early death. I wish to Worm you that his remains were conducted
by a kind guard to the very parlor where he spent a cheerful evening in 1861,
with his widowed mother, two brothers, only sister, and bis aged grandma, who
is now trying to write. In the morning he took his leave at sLx o'clock, little dreaming he should fall by a ball from the enemy. His funeral services were attended
in his mother's orchard, where his youthful feet had often pressed the soil to gather
the falling fruit, and his remains are resting in the silent gt-ave scarce half a
mile from the place of his birth. His grave is on an eminence but a few rods from
where the funeral services were attended, and near the grave of his father. The
grave, no doubt, will be marked, so that passers-by will often pause to drop a tear
over the dear departed. And now, dear friend, a few lines from you would be
gratefully received by the afflicted friends. I pray that the God of battles may be
with you, and go forth with your armies till the rebellion shall cease, the Union
be restored, and the old flag wave over our entire land. • •. Aged 87 -years and
4 months." Ibid.

To Abraham Lincoln
City Point, Va. Aug. 11th 1864.

A. LINCOLN,
PRESIDENT OF THE

u. STATES,

SIR:
Col J . N. McElroy of the 60th Ohio Vols. has been compelled
to quit active Field service after having been on duty since May
1861. The Col. has served under me in the West the greater part
of the time and I know him to be an officer of education, zeal and
more than ordinary merit. It is for Physical disability that he now
quits, but with great desire to be place on some duty where he can
serve to the close of the War. He would make a good Asst. Adj.
Gen. or Asst. lnspt. Gen. or could command a Veteran Reserve
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Regt. I would unhesitatingly recommend him for either of the
above named Places.
With great respect
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT
Lt.Gn.
ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, Ml71 CB 1870. On Aug. 22·, 1864, President Ab.ta•
ham Lincoln endorsed this ietter. "I find this on my table without remembering
how, or when it came. Please file." AES, ibid. On Aug. 10, Lt. Col. Orville E.
Babcock bad written to Col. James A. Hardie recommending James N. McElroy
for an appointment. ALS, ibid. McElroy was appointed maj. and judge advocate
as of Sept. 26, 1864.
On March 10, 1866, Governor Jacob D. Cox of Ohio wrote to USG re-<JUesting that McElroy be ·appoi.oted to the U.S. Army. On Dec. 27, 1866, Bvt.
Maj. Oen. George A. Custer, Fort Riley, Kan., wrote to Maj. Gen. John A.
Rawlins. "Personal . . . I desire to enlist your sympathies and services in behalf
of a particular friend of mine-Col J N McElroy, now 2nd Lt 2nd Cav. The Cols
case is a peculiar one, he was at West Point two years with me, but was compelled to leave tbe Academy on account of a simple act of indiscretion. His dismissal was considered by most all at that time as being very unjust. He entered
the volunteer service from Ohio at the begining of the war and rose to the rank of
Col ( 60th Ohio) and exercised for a considerable period the command of a
Brigade. He served during the war, on many occasions distinguishing himself by
bis ability and gallantry. he rendered excellent service during the Wilderness
campaign, as well as in many others. At the close of the war he was very de~
sirous to enter~ the regular Army, but the delay of Congress in providing for
an increase of the Army induced Col McElroy, under the advice of friends, to
apply for one of the vacancies in the old regiments thinking it would assist him in
obtaining higher rank in the reorganization. He obtained a 2nd Lieutenantcy in
the 2nd Cav. and at once joined his regiment in this Department, where be has
since been serving. When the 7th Cavalry was ordered to be organized at this
Post, Lieut McElroy was among the officers detailed to assist in the organization. He has been upon this duty until the past week when he was relieved by
officers of the 7th. No officer has labored more diligently or successfully in the
organization of this regiment than Lt McElroy. he h as performed the duty
usually devolving upon field officers, and in the most able manner. He has applied for a brief leave which if granted will enable him to visit Washington. I as
well as every other officer in the 7th Cav am extremely anxious that Lieut McElroy should if possible be commissioned as Captain in this regiment, be having
served with it is fully identified with it...." ALS, ibid. On Jan. 5, 1867, Babcock
wrote to Rawlins. "I take great pleasure in testifying to the ability and efficient
services of Lieut McElroy. He entered West Point ( U S Mil Acady) in my cl ass,
and as Genl Custer states was dismissed without trial or investigation, and for a
single act of indiscretion, taking too much liquor on New Years Day, most of it
at houses where he had made New Year;s Calls. All the members of my class offered the Supt, Genl Delafield, that we would sign a pledge to abstain from the
use of intoxicati.og liquors while on duty as Cadets at the Mil Acady if h e would
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release Cadet McElroy. The Supt would not accept it, though he did accept a
similar pledge for another class-mate within a year. All my classmates thought
Cadet McElroy Ulljustly treated-I have nev·e r changed my mind. Lieut McElroy
was among the first to come forward in 1861, going into the field with the Three
Month men, and again with the Three Year Call. He served with distinction
about Vicksburg, in East Tenn, and from Culpepper C. H. to Petersburg, Va,
leaving the field only when broken down by disease brought on by exposure in
the Field-His conduct had been so examplory that Genl Grant and others gave
him letters asking the Sect of War to appoint him into the Judge Advocate Gent's
department-which was done and he remained in this department with the rank
of Major, until the Close of the war. I think Lieut McElroy's age co,nduct, egperience & education fit him for a higher position than he now occupies. I am
certain that if appointed a Capt in any regiment he will .fill the position to the
satisfaction of the Gov't and to the superior officers of the regiment." ALS, ibid.
On the same day, USG endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded to the
Secretary of War, with the·.recommendation that in case of original vacancy Lt,
McEh:oy be appointed Captain of Infantry." ES, ibid. On Jan. 30, Col. Edward
Hatch, 9th Cav., wrote to Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, asking that McElroy,
still servfog as 2nd It., 2nd Cav., be promoted in the 9th Cav, ALS, ibid. On Feb.
9, USG endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded. Lt. Mc.Elroy has previously been recommended for a Captaincy of Infantry. If there is a vacancy in 9th
Cavalry the within appUcatioo is approved." ES, ibid, McElroy was appointed
capt., 8th Cav., as of March 6, 1867, and resigned and died in 1870.

To EdwinM. Stanton
(Cipher)

City Point Va. Aug. 11th 1864

HoN. E. M. STANTON, SEc. oF WAR WASHINGTON.

I think it but a just reward for services already rendered that
Gen. Sherman be now appointed a Maj. Gen. in the !'Regular Anny,
fffid W . S. Hancock and Sheridan Brigadiers in the Regular Army.
There are three vacancies for Maj. Gen. and one for Brig. Gen. and
Sherman's promotion would make the second. All these officers
have proven their worthiness for this advancement. I would also
recommend the promotion of Brig. Gen. Mower to fill the the
vacan.t Volunteer Major Generalcy that would thus be created.

u. s. GRANT

Lt.Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSxnH; telegram received (sent at 2:00 P.M., received at
9:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) ; ibid., Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 111; ibid., I, xliii, part 1, 767. On
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Aug. 11, 1864, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton telegraphed to USG. "The
promotions you reccommend will be immedfately made.-aae will" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received,
ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On
Aug. 12, Maj. Ge.n. William T . Sherman telegraphed to Stanton, sending a copy
to USG. "Please convey to the President my thanks for the honor conferred on
me-I would have preferred a delay to the close of the campaign also for the
commission for Gent Mower whose task was to kill Forrest he only crippled
him but he is a young & game officer All well" Telegram received, ibid., RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (on Aug. 13) ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. Printed as sent Aug. 12, 7:30 P.M., received Aug. 13, 1;30 A.M..,
in D.R., I , =viii, part 5,471.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

MAJ. GN. HALLECK, w ASHINGTON

City Point Va. Aug. l lth/ 64

We have deserters daily from both Hill's &: Longstreets Corps
fixing a portion of them at least in our front. There is evidence
however of some troops having gone North in the tit last few days.
It is not impossible that there may be two Divisions, one from each
of these Corps, now on the way North. Please notify Sheridan of
this.
Two regiments from Fosters Dept. have arrived here. I have
heard of none others.

u. S. GRANT
Lt. Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (at 10:20 P.M.), DN'A, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). D.R., I, xiii, part 2, 112. On Au_g. 11,
1864, 11:00 A.M.., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck telegraphed to USG. "I have
issued the order to Gen! Foster, but as he sent three thousand five hundred men
with Genl Birney, and as his force is much diminished by sickness at this season, I very much doubt if he can safely spare many, if any more. I had previously
telegraphed to General Wushburne to send everything h e could possibly spare
to Genl Sherman. Instead of there being anything available in the west, I yesterday ordered five regiments from here and Baltimore to guard prisoners of war at
Johnson's Island, Chicago Indiannapolis & Rock Island, in place of hundred days
men about to be discharged. Eleven regiments in West Va are to be discharged
in four or five days; also most of the militia here and in Baltimore. We have no
means 0£ replacing them." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received.
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On Aug. 11, USG telegraphed to Maj, Gen. George G. Meade. "There is
very· strong Evidence aside from that brought in by deserters that the enemy are
sending troops north-I think one Division from Each Hills&: Longstreets Corps
have gone-Is our line now in condition to be held by two 2 Corps" Telegram
received (at 7:30 P.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade
Papers, PHi. Printed as sent at 7: 30 P.M. in O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 115. Meade endorsed this telegram. "Referred to Maj. Duane Chief Engineer" AES, DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I , xiii, part 2, 115. At
11:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Reply to telegram of 7.30 delayed to
get report of Engineer officer.-Engineers report it will require three days to
complete the redoubts & riflepits in the fronts occupied by the 9th & 5th Corps,
and three days more to prepare aU the abbattis-This work can only be executed at night it being under the enemys fire, and owing to the extreme heat of
the weather & other causes, the work is not as rapidly e:xecuted as I expectedI have given orders to put on the maximum force & push it-I know nothing of
the condition of the work on the 18. Corps line-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA,
RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, :&Iii, part 2, 115. Also on Aug. 11, Meade sent
four telegrams to USG transmitting information of C.S.A. movements derived
from deserters, newspapers, and signal station officers, and on Aug. 12 sent
two more. Telegrams received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii,
part .2, 112-15, 124--25.
Also on Aug. 11, Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord telegraphed to USG. "A
Deserter came in thls AM reports that he heard a cook who came to his Regt
last night from the other side of Petersburg say-that-he heard a man just from
Richmond say that part of Lees troops were going north through Richmond
yesterday-As cars were running on the Richmond R Road during the night
there may be something in the report-" ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xrn, part 2, 123.
Also on Aug. 11, Capt. George K. Leet, Washington, telegraphed fo Lt. Col.
Theodore S. Bowers. "Scout just arrived reports following. The old man, whom
he met a Eleven Oclock last night, left Gordonsville yesterday morning & reports that Longstreets entire Corps was passing North through Staunton night
before last. Could give no information as to numbers but was certain the whole
Corps was moving to join Early & Breckenridge. Two other Scouts are expected tomorrow morning." ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound) .

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

By Telegraph from City Point
Dated Aug 11 1864.
To MAJ GEN MEADE
Has any discovery been made of the points where the enemy seem
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to be mining if it can be ascertained nearly where they are running their mines I think it would be well to let them run on without counterming in hopes of having them attack us being careful
to have at such places a second line to keep our men & to establish
batteries to meet any breach that might be made by their explosion

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copie.s , ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade Papers,
Pili. O.R., I , xlii, part 2, 114. On Aug. 10, 1864, 4:50 J>.M., Maj. Gen. George
G . Meade had telegraphed to USG. "The following just recd from Gen. Crawford
& is forwarded for your information" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 5:00 P.M. in O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 101. The enclosed message, reporting information from a deserter about C.S.A. mining, is
ibid. On Aug. 11, 3:45 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "I am not aware that
the enemys miniDg operations are positively known at any point-Maj. Genl.
Warren some time ago thought he had detected evidences of their mmm~ on his
front, but he subsequently concluded he was nustaken- The arrangments referred to by you of a second line &c were at that time made by him." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram
received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part ,2 , 114.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, w ASHINGTON l

City Point Aug. 12th/ 64

Inform Sheridan that :it is now certain two Divisions of Infantry have gone to Early and some Cavalry and twenty peices of
Artillery. This movement commenced last Saturday night.1 He
must be cautious and act now on the defensive until movement here
force them to detach to send this way. Early's force with this increase can not exceed 40,000 men but this is too much for Sheridan
to attack. Send Sheridan the remaining Brigade 19th Corps. I have
ordered to Washington all the One Hundred days men.1 Their
time will soon be out but for the present they will do to sand in the
mtFeachm defences.

U.S.GRANT
Lt.Gn
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ALS ( telegram sent), Stevens Collection, Washington University, St, Louis,
Mo.; telegram received (sent at 9:00 A.M., received at 7:00 l'.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xllii, part l, 43, 775. See Memoirs,
II, 326-27. On Aug. 13, 1864, 7:30 P.'.M. and 10:00 P.M., Maj, Gen. Philip H.
Sheridan~ Cedar Creek, Va., telegraphed to USG. "I was unable to get South of
Early but will push him up the valley. Reports from citizens, here, Washington,
and Harpers Ferry report Longstreets Corps coming this way from Staunton but
I still rely on your telegram that it is not h ere There is nothing in the valley
but wheat and a few fine mules. The sum total of all Earlys transportation is
250 wagons-he has not sent off or accumulated any supplies He was simply
living off the country tbe Sinh ( 6) Corps now occupies Strau.sburg" Telegram received (on Aug. 14, 1:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Received in Cipher; DLC-Phllip H.
Sheridan. O.R., I, xliii, part 1, 783. ''Your despatch of aug. 12th recd, At the
time the sixth ( 6) army Corps was occupying the heights at Strausburg: the
enemy had taken position about three miles beyond and near the base of Signal
Mountain. It did not appear that there was more there than their rear-guard with
about twelve pieces of artillery I was making preparations to attack them when
your despatch arrived. It did not appear as though they would make a stand and
looked more like an invitation for me to follow them up. I did not think it best
to do so and have taken position on the south side of Cedar Creek. all the re•
ports all the reports that I hear and that I have been hearing for some days confirm your telegram that Longstreet is in the valley and that Fitz Lees Cavalry
is malting its way up the country and when last heard from was at Orange Court.
House. So far as I have been able to see there is not a military position in this
Valley South of the Potomac. The position here is a very bad one as I cannot
cover the numerous rivers that lead in on both of my flanks to the rear I am not
aware that you knew where my command was when you ordered me to take up
the defensive. I should like very much to have your advice Early accumulated
no supplies in this section of the Valley; his trains were very much magnified
and will IIQt nuniber more than 250 wagons-he left at winchester about 75
there was no supplies accumulated there I have a large number of hundred days
men whose terms of service expire in a few days Can they be made to serve for
a longer period or shall I allow them to be mustered out Mos by attacked the
rear of my wagon train this moming en route hel'e from Harpers Ferry and
bur.ned six wagons" Telegram received (on Aug. 14, 8:00 P.M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); (on Aug. 16) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Received in Cipher; DLC-Philip H.
Sheridan. O.R., 11 xliii, part 1, 783. See telegram to Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheri~
dan, Aug. 16, 1864.
1. Aug. 6.
2. On Aug. 11 1 USG telegraphed to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "You
may commence immediately shipping to Washington all the one h\l.Ddred day
men" Telegram received (at 8:00 P.M.), DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK,

w ASHINGTON.

Aug. 12 [1864] 7 Pm

I get constant reports of an intention on the part of the rebels
to land atnns at Point Lookout to arm the prisoners confined there
to aid their escape. I do not think the plan very feasable but it is
probably advisable that they should all be removed to places further
North and more secure.

u. s. GR.ANT
Lt. Gen.

ALS (telegram sent), MoSHi; telegram received (at 11:00 P,M.), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, xliii, part 1, 175.
On Aug. 14, 1864, 12: 15 P.M., Col. William Hoffman, commissary gen. of
pri~oners, telegraphed to USG. "Deducting from the prisoners of war now at
Ponit Lookout those ordered to Elmira there will remain including the sick
about six Thousand well guarded by infantry, artillery with field works and four
gunboats and are beleived to be safe but if you deem it advisable they will be
removed to New York" Telegram received (on Aug. 15) , DNA, RG 108, Let•
ters Received; copy, ibid., RG 249, Telegrams Sent, O.R., II, vii, 594. On
Aug. 15, 8:30 P .M,, USG telegraphed to Hoffman. "You need not move any more
Prisoners from Point Lookout so long 11s you deem them safe there" Telegram
:received (on Aug.17, 6:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
ibid., RG 249, Letters Received; copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Received in
Cipher; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; USG 3. O.R., I,
xiii, part 2, 194; ibid., J, xlili, part 1, 799; ibid., II, vii, 594.

To Maj . Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated Aug-12th 1864.

To GEN BuTLER.
Our ientrenchments are now so strong that with a very thin
line they can be held. We have the further security that the enemy
have shown that he feels no inclination to attack fortifications.
Under this view I have been thinking that with the colored troops
alone or at furthest with the colored troops & the white troops of
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the 10th corps the 18th corps might be got foot loose to rest & fit
up for other service which I will make known to you. I think one
Inf'y man to six feet the greatest abundance at Bermuda & one ( 1)
to four feet sufficient for the line north of the Appomattox As
soon after the matter about which I addressed you confidentially
an hour ago is settled I wish you would take this matter in hand.

u. s. GRANT

Lt Genl.
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68;
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. 0.R., I, xlii, part 2, 1'36.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
(Confidential)
MAJ. GEN. BUTLER,
COMD.G DEPT. OF N.

City Point Va. Aug.12th 1864

C. & VA.

GENERAL,

It having become evident that the enemy has sent North two
if not three Divisions of Infantry, twenty pieces of Artillery, and
one Division of Cavalry, besides the dismounted Cavalry, and a
few regiments to Charleston, I have determined to see if we cannot
force him to return here or give us an advantage. To do this I have
given the same instructions as for the last move from Deep Bottom.
There is this difference however in the preparation. The 2d Corps,
the only one out of line and foot loose, will march here this after•
noon to embark on steamers. They will be under the impression,
except. the commander, that Washington is their destination. To
facilitate embarkation (ostensibly) the Artillery & transportation
goes to Bermuda Hundred to-night. After dark to-morrow night
the Pontoon bridge will be laid at the same place as on the former
occation. As soon as laid, or soon after 12 O'Clock at night, the
Cavalry and Artillery will commence crossing. The lnf.y, which
will all be embarked here during the day on steamers, will start so
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as to reach Deep Bottom about 2 a, m. the 14th. I hope to have
prompt movements and with favorable results.
What force can you spare from Bermuda Hundred to be used
North of the James with this expedition? What ever force you can
spare, reducing the force to hold your line to a minimum, I wish
you to have ready to folJow the Artillery and Cavalry soon after
day light on the 14th.
I am General, very respectfully
your obt. svt.

u. s. GRANT
Lt.Gn.

ALS, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. O.R., I , xlli, part 2, 136. At 5:30 [P.M.], Aug.
12, 1864, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to USG. "Your note of instructions
is recieved Owing to the recent arrival of the South Carolina Troops I am unable to say just how many we can spare for the purpose but I think 10 thousand
men for a weeks operations and perhaps more if the 18th holds its ground for
the present. I will write you in detail and at length as soon as I can ascertain
precisely" ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 136.
On Aug. 11, Butler had telegraphed to USG. "If you like I will be down with
my boat at two (2) o'clock when you have finished your dinner" Telegram
received, DNA, RG 1071 T elegrams Collected (Unbound). On the same day,
USG telegraphed to Butler. "The hour named by you to be here will suit me"
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler. Also on Aug. 11, USG telegraphed
to Butler. ''Be so kind as to forward without delay your last Tri Monthly reporta,
to embrace the organization of your Command." Copy, DLC-USG, V, 68. On
Aug. 12, Butler telegraphed to USG. "Telegram receved Our trimonthslys are
not made up as early a& Pf as otherwise would be done be cause we wait for N.
Carolina. Report shall be 6eftt ~ sent in the mornig" ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received.
On Aug. 12, 5:00 P.M., Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a signal
message reporting railroad cars carrying troops to Richmond. Copy ( telegram
sent), ibid., RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, xlii, part 2, 138. On the same day, Butler
telegrnphed to USG. ''We have caught enough of a signal message to rebel rams
to learn that they have a deserter. Message is as follows: And that they are
cutting :a canal through. The explosion Tuesday, he says, was a gun-boat." Ibid.,
p. 137. On the saroe day, Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a telegram of
the same date from Capt. Lemuel B. Norton to Col. John W. Shaffer. 'The
Signal Officer at the Water Battery reports that he saw late this P. M. several
heavy columns of dust & on the P &: R Turnpike near Kingsland Creek:, moving
towards Richmond." Copy (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
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T o Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Va. Aug. 13th 1864, 1 p. m.

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
Is there any recruits going frotn the Western states to Sherman? I. have sent a regiment 1000 strong, a very excellent regiment but composed entirely of deserters and prisoners from the
rebel Army, to Pope. The regjment must now be &a it5 w in New
York on its way. All the troops that Pope can relieve by this increase
I want sent to Sherman. Have Inspectors or Surgeons gone to the
Western Hospitals to clear them out and send the convalescents to
the front?

u. s. GRANT

Lt. Gn
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (at 7:35 P.M.), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, ::di, part 2, 680. On Aug. 13, 1864,
9:30 P.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck telegraphed to USG. "I presume the
regiment asked for by Genl Augur was the .2d New York, Col. Whistler. Boards
are sent to examine hospitals as fast as we can get surgeons. In the meantime
inspections are being made by local surgeons. The extreme heat has had a very
bad effect upon the sick in hospitals All troops under Genl Pope not actually in
the Indian campaign were ordered to Genl Sherman, and special inspection made
of bis Dept. A new dema.n d for troops to-day from Indianna and fears expressed
of an attempt to release prisoners of war." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ( on Aug, 14) ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xU,
part 2, 680; ibid., I, xlii, part 2, 140.
On Aug. 17, Maj, Gen. Henry W. Halleck wrote to USG. "I enclose herewith
a copy of a letter just received from Genl. Pope, from which you will see the
difficulty of immediately withdrawing troops from his Dept., and the necessary
loss of property and increase of Indian difficulties resulting therefrom, It is a
very great mistake to suppose that Genl. Pope bas retained an unnecessarily
large force ln his Dept. On the contrary I have found him the most ready of all
the Dept. Commanders to give assistance to others when asked-certainly quite
a contrast to some of the present and former commanders of the Depts. of
Kansas, Missouri and Ohio. In addition to the pressing representations of the
Governors of l(ansas, Nebraska, Idaho and Colorado, and Genls. Curtis, Blunt,
&:c., the Indian Bureau and Interior Dept. all urge the absolute necessity of sending more troops into the Indian country if we wish to avoid a ·g eneral Iodian war.
Undoubtedly much of this is gotten up by Indian Agents and speculators for
their own purposes; nevertheless, in view of existing hostilities in that quarter,
the breaking up of the overland mail route, the capture of military posts, and the
murder of emigrants, the military authorities will be very seriously blamed if
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they withdraw the troops now there. It is pretended by the Indian Bureau and
the Territorial Officers that theTe is undoubted evidence of a much larger combination, and a much more extensive Indian war pending in the northwest than
in 1862." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xli, part 2, 739. The
enclosure is ibid., pp. 675-76.
On June 10, Lt, Col. Theodore S. Bowers issued Special Orders No .. 32.
''Lieut Col W. L. Duff {'2 nd Regt. Illinois Artillery Vols.) Assistant Inspector
General, will proceed to the Department of the North West and Inspect the
troops of that Department wherever they may be stationed or oo duty. Upon the
execution of this order he will rejoin these Headquarters-" Copies, DLC-USG,
V, 51, 62, 66. On July 2, Lt. Cot William L. Duff, St. Paul, Minn., wrote to Brig.
Gen. John A. Rawlins about his inspection tour and expressed doubts that Maj.
Gen. John Pope needed a strong force in his dept. ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R.1 I , xli, part 2, 29-30.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck

Mu. GEN H w HALLECK

City Point Va
Aug 13th 1864

CHIEF OF STAFF.

The 6th & 10th New York Heavy Artillery are ordered to
Washington. Gen Augur made request for a particular regiment
giving however only the name of its Colonel "Wheeler.'' No regiment commanded by Col Wheeler can be found here 1
US GRANT
Lt. Genl.
Telegram received (at4:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound);
ibid., Telegrams Collected {Unbound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68, OR., I, xlji, part 2, 140. See preceding telegram.
On Aug. 12, 1864, 11:00 A.M., Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck had telegraphed to USG. "Please direct one of your staff to send me a list of Heavy
Artillery regiments .to be sent here, in order that we may retain the convalescents
belonging to them." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); telegram received, ibid.; ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. On the same day, USG telegraphed to M aj. Gen.
Benjamin F . Butler. "Send one regt Heavy Art'y to Washn. and let me know as
soon as possible what one you send." Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F .
Butler; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On the same day,
Butler telegraphed to USG transmitting a telegram of the same date from Maj,
Gen. Edward 0, C. Ord to Butler. "The tenth 10th. N. Y. Lt Col Arden Comdg
will go as they are not in trenches they are about 900 for duty & will get off in
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about two hours and are ordered to march to City Point" LS (telegram sent),
ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). On Aug, 13, USG telegraphed
to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, "Send a regiment of heavy artillery to this place
to embark for Washington & let me know the name & number of the regt. as
soon as possible" Telegram received, ibid., BG 94, War Records Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sen.t:; DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xlli, part 2, 141. At 10:30 A.M., Meade telegraphed
to USG. ''The 6th N. Y. Heavy Artillery, Col Kite.bing comdg, will be at once
sent to City Point, in compliance with your telegram just received." Copies, DNA,
RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xiii,
part 2, 141.
1, On Aug. 8, 3:45 P.M., Maj. Gen. Christopher C. Augur telegraphed to
USG. "General Halleck informs me that you may send some of the Heavy Artil,
lery regiments for duty in the Forts here. As colonel Whistler is now comg a
brigade in these works, I should be glad to have his regiment sent, if it can be
spared." LS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid..; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, :du, part 2,
85; ibid., I, ¥lili, part l, 727. The name was changed from Whistler to Wheeler
in transmission. Joseph N. G. Whistler, USM.A 1846, taught at USMA before
his appointment as col., 2nd N. Y. Art., as of May 6 1 1863. Wounded at Peters~
burg in June, 1864, Whistler served afterward in the defenses of Washington,
His father, Col. William Whistler, had commanded the 4th Inf. in which USG
served.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated Aug 131864.
To GEN BUTLER,

Are the Rams firing at working parties at Dutch Gap-If so

with what effect. Which do you call Battery Sawyer?
U.S.GRANT.
Lt Genl
Telegram received, DLC-Benjamin F. Butler; copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 681
DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On Aug. 13, 1864, 6:20 A.M., by readdressing and
rewriting a telegram he had received from a signal officer, Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler telegraphed to USG. "The Rams have moved down in the next reach
beyond Dutch Gap below Cox ferry. Battery Sawyer HPiBg' water Battery is re•
plying" LS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
Printed as received at 6:35 A.M. in O.R., I, xlli, part 2, 158. At 7: 55 A.M., Butler
telegraphed to USG. "The rebel tams, the rebel battery at Signal station &
Bowlet house have opened upon the working party at Dutch Gap-The Sawyer
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Battery which is the one at Crow Nest Signal Station the water Battery, the
morter battery Wilcox, one of the redoubts have opened in reply-5 or 6 men
were wounded by a chance shot. I have directed the 100 pounder which is in position at Dutch Gap to open," Copy (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). O.R., J, :tlii, part 2,158.

To Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock
City Point, Va. Aug. lS. 1864.
MAJ . GEN. W.S.liANCOCK
COMD'G. 2D A. C.

In addition to the instructions which you already have, but little can be added. You will have to be guided in Your movements
by those of the enemy and his numbers. If You do not succeed in
placing the enemy between your Infantry and the James river, it
may not be safe to send the Cavalry to the Va. Central RaiJroad.
Of this matter you can best judge. There is no necessity in holding
Your connection with Deep Bottom. With the force at Your Command, You will always be able to get back to that point or some
other on the James River. Wherever You go consume or destroy all
the forage and provisions, except what is housed for family use, if
it does not interfere with Military mo-vements to do so. I always regret to see wanton destruction of property, which cannot be used
in prolonging the War, and know that you equally oppose such
conduct on the part of our troops. No caution on this hettEl subject
therefore is necessary. Cattle, horses, forage and provisions however, and especially so near as partially beseiged city, are fair
captures and it is a duty we owe ourselves to take them even if they
should be the property of Union citizens. In such case, a very improbable one near Richmond, they could be paid for.
Having a force of 9000 men from the 10th Anny Corps, fa
addition to your own Corps, if Yoo can advance beyond Chapins
Bluff, keeping that point covered, I think it advisable to do so. Unless forced to return, in order to keep communication with the
James, remain at the highest point up the r iver gained, until the
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Cavalry returns, and You receive Orders to return. You can always
be supplied by Steamers either at Dutch Gap or Deep Bottom.
Very respectfully
your obdt servt.

u. s. GRANT.

Lt. Genl.
Copies, DLC-USG, Y, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlii, part
2, 148.
On Aug. 15, 1864, Lt. Col. Francis A . Walker,, adjt. for Maj. Gen, Winfield
S. Hancock, transmitted to USG a copy of orders for the movement the following
day. ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 149-50.

To Maj. Gen. George G. .Meade
By Telegraph from City Pt
Dated Aug 13th 1864.

To MAJ GEN MEADE
H the enemy are reduced as much in numbers as we have every
reason to believe they are Hancocks movement tomorrow may
lead to almost the entire abandonment of Petersburg-Have this
watched as closely as you can &: if you find this view realized take
such advantage of it as you deem best-Either move to the left with
such troops as you can take from the ninth & fifth Corps leaving
but a very thin line or draw out the 5th Corps entire to move with
according to your judgment-I shall go to Deep Bottom early in
the morning myself

US GRANT
Lt Gen
Telegram received (at 10: 10 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, Wtxr Recorda Office, Army
of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68;
(2) Meade Paper~, Pili. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 141.
On Aug. 13, 1864, 8:00 A,M., M aj . Gen. George G . Meade telegraphed to
USG. ''Will you give the necessary orders about the bridges at Deep Bottom-I
have directed Hancock. to confer with you fully on the proposed plan of operations.-"' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the
Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters .Received. 0.R., I, xlil, pert
2, 140. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Meade. "I have given all the orders
for bridge &c-Hancock will be reinforced nine thousand 9000 men from Butler"
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Telegr3,m received1 DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 141. On the same day, Lt, Col. Cyrus B. Comstock
twice telegraphed to 1st Lt. Peter S. Michie, the second time at 9:00 P.M. ''Gen.
Benham h as been ordered to build the new bridge at Deep Bottom taking the
material from here. The spare boats now at Deep Bottom should be taken below
all the ponton bridges and held in readiness for Gen. Hancock if he needs them
in landing troops" "Gen Benhatn's ft'tHB boats he reports will be at Deep Bottom
by 9½ P. M. & the bridge down by 11¼ P . M. It will OD!y be necessary to use the
boats now at Deep Bottom in case of some exQ"aordina.ry deJay in the above
programme." ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 108, Telegrams Sent by Com•
stock.
At 5:30 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG transmitting information received from deserters. Telegram received, ibid., Letters Received, O.R., I, xlii,
part 2, 141-42.
At 10:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "The following is referred for
the necessary authority to bring up the 10 inch Mortars as under your orders of
the 30th Ult all these Mortars were withdrawn & sent to Broadway landing"
Telegram .received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlli, part 2, 142.
Meade transmitted a copy of a telegram received by him from Brig. Gen. Henry
J. Hunt, chief of art. "The enemy has established a battery of rilled 32 Pdrs just
behind the Crest Near the plank road jn front of & about 1300 yards from our
large Battery near the Tayler house As yet but one or two Guns h ave been
opened on us The position is well covered from our direct fire I would reccommend that 4 10 inch or 8 inch preferably 10 inch Mortars be placed in position near the Taylor house to control it" Copy, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 142-43. On the same day, Comstock telegraphed to
Meade. "Lt. Gen. Grant desires me to say that he approves the proposition in
refence to the mortars and wishes you to eaJI move them up from Broadway accordingly.'' ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 108, Telegrams Sent by Comstock;
telegram received (at 10:30 P.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Army of
the Potomac. Printed as sent at 10: 30 P.M. in 0.R., I, xiii, part 2, 143.
At 10:30 P,M., Meade telegraphed to USG. "Th.e withdrawal of Greggs
division of Cavalry & Kautz small force leaves but little Cavalry to watch between the left of the army & the James-I would therefore suggest the withdrawal of the Cattle herd of the armies in the fiedld as near City Point as practicable-Kautz has been ordered to post a regiment at Sycamore Church.-" ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 143.

To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade
City Point Va. Aug 13 '64.

MAJ GEN. MEADE.
I gave Gen. Burnside leave of absence. f-0f' The leave is only
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just made out this evening and directions were given to communicate the fact to you, and no doubt it will be communicated in the
morning by the A. A. G. Gen. Parke will Command the 9th Corps.
He has gone out this evening.
U, GRANT
Lt. Genl.

s.

Telegram, copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 68; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent; (2)
Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 142. On Aug. IS, 1864, 10:00 P.M.,
Maj, Gen. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "Brig. Genl. Wilcox informs
me he has ass1,1med command of the 9th Corps-No official communication has
been received at these Hd. Qrs authorising Genl. Burnside to leave-Has any
action been had or taken." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 142.
On Aug. 13, Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside telegraphed to USG. "In accordance with the understanding with you yesterday I request that Lt Col Richmond A. A.G. Lt Col Loring asst Insp Gen & Major Neill A AG be allowed to
go with me-Shall I give to them & to my 2 aides & Maj Lydlg of Gen Parkes
staff' leaves of absence for Twenty (20) days by yoUJ' authority or shall I call
early tomorrow morning at your Hd Qrs for the orders. I have made arrangements
with Gen Wilcox for the proper & efficient carrying on of the duties at Cor_ps Hd
Qrs during my absence-" Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
On Aug. 14, USG telegraphed to Meade. "Special Orders No 73 granting leave of
absence for 30 days to Maj Gen A E Burnside & Lieut Col Richmond a. a. G of the
9th Corps are on the way to your Head Quarters also leave of absence to Lieut
Col Pierce Clf Q. M for 8 days granted on recommendation of Gen. Ingalls!'
Telegram received (at 7:50 A.M.), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of
the Potomac; (2) Meade Papers, PHi. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 168.
On Aug. 25, Burnside, Crawford House, White Mountains, N. H., telegraphed to USG. "Shall I report with my staff at your Head Qrs or shall I wait
further orders. We would like a few days more if consistent with interest of
service Please answer at Glen House" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. On the
same day, Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock telegraphed to Burnside. "Lt. Gen Grant
directs me to say that you are authorized to remain absent with your staff till
further orders, notifying him of any change of address." ALS ( telegram sent),
ibid., Telegrams Sent by Comstock. On Aug. 31, Burnside, Providence, R. I.,
telegraphed to USG. "My leave -of absence e!pires friday next Shall we await
orders here" Telegram received (press), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Re•
ceived. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 603. On Sept. 1, USG telegraphed to Burnside.
"Await orders where you are. Your StaH may remain with You." Copies, DLC
USG, V, 45, 68, 107; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 1000.
On the same day, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Burnside. "Lieut.
Gen. Grant directs me to say to you, that under existing circumstances he does
not deem it best to return te you to the Command of tltYour Corps at present,
but, that he, will not relieve You from it, unless to assign You to some other
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Command. He therefore desires you to remain at Providence or such other place,
as you may select, u11til further orders from him." Copies, DLC-USG, V, -45, 68,
107; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I, :xlii, part 2, 641. On Sept. 24, 5:00
P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG listing the staff officers with Burnside. Df (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; copies,
ibid., RG 395, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent; Meade Papers, PHi. On Sept.
28, USG telegraphed to Burnside. "You will please direct the return without
delay to the A. of P . of all your Staff, except the personal Aides-de-Camp." Copies,
DLC-USG, V, 45, 69, 107; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On Sept. 30, Burnside
telegraphed to USG. "Dispatch recieved and the ,nembers of my Staff will be
ordered back at once. Some have gone." Telegram received, ibid., B.G 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part
2, 1156. On Oct. S, Lt. Col. Adam Badeau telegraphed to Burnside. ''Lieut. Gen.
Grant directs me to say that you are at liberty to retain Lt. Col. Richmond"
ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copy,
DLC-USG, V, 69. On Oct. 4, Burnside wrote to USG. ''I enclose the resignation
of Major Neill, who h as been with my command from the time we started to
N . C. until I left you io August-It is almost absolutely necessary that he should
resign, and not knowing exactly how to forward the paper ~ I have taken
the liberty of forwarding directly to you, with the request that you will send it
forward, and thereby confer a favor upon .. . My address for a few days will be
5th Avenue Hotel New York-" ALS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, 216N CB 1864.
On Oct. 19, USG endorsed this letter. ''Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant
General of the Army, Washington. D. C.-Approved." ES, ibid. See letter to
Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, Oct, 17, 1864.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
Strawberry .P lains, Aug. 14 1864 10 a. m.
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK. WASHlNGTON.

Last night I moved the 2d Corps about 9000 men of 10th Corps
and Greggs Division of Cavalry to this side of the river to threaten
Richmond from the North and if possible to draw back troops from
the valley.1 We have captured prisoners from four different Brigades of Fields Division Longstreets Corps and also from Wilcox
Division of Hills Corps. Fields Division is one that we supposed
had gone to the valley. We know two Divisions of Hills Corps to
be at Petersburg. This fixes the 3d here as· I have hertofore supposed. Picketts Division of Longstreets Corps is opposite Butler
at Bermuda Hundred. This leaves but one Division of Infantry to
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have gone to the vally. I am now satisfied no more has gone. Please
forward this to Sheridan.

U.S. GRANT
Lt.Go
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (sent at 11:00 A.M ., received
Aug. 15, 1864, 9:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R.,
I, xiii, part 2, 167; ibid., 1, xlili, part 1, 791.
1. On Aug. 14, 5:00 A.M., 8: 15 A.M., and 8:25 A.Ni., Maj. Gen. Winfield
S. Hancock telegraphed and wrote to USG. "At this moment not more than hiu:f
of the troops have landed from the steamers We have been working all night
It will be 9 oclock before all of the corps are dfaembarked. The cavalry are
across-I ordered Gen Birney to attack at day light but I have since ordered him
to defer it until we a.re ready here unless he has commenced it-I have not heard
his firing yet-" Telegram received (at 10:10 A.M.), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I,
xlii, part 2, 172. "Genl Birney has driven in the Enemy's picquets capturing, he
says, about one hundred. I have sent to have them questioned. Two of my
Divisions are now advancing Genl. Birney's present line is the Kings land
road. he will advance 'With my troops." "l telegraphed you at 5. a. ru. but I am
informed that 1 ¼ miles of the telegraph line was knocked down last night my
telegram was to the effect, that not more than one half of my troops were dis
embarked at that hour (5 am) & that Iliad directed Genl. Birney to suspend
his attack until I sent him further orders-At this hour 2 Divisions are disembarked & about one half of the third." ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 172. At 1:20 P.M., Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock wrote to
Hancock. "General Birney, who is across the creek, will pwih for the New Market
road at once. Apparently General Bir11.e y has troops within a few hundred yards
of New Market." Ibid., p. 185. At !3:20 P.M. and 6:30 P.M., Hancock wrote to
USG, sending a copy of the second to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "Gen Barlow
attacked the enemys line on the Central Road, took the first line of rifle pits,
driving the enemy out but failed to take the 2d & 3d lines though attempting it
twice. He is now about to try it again & thinks he will succeed-The troops are
not behaving steadily today. A great many are straggling & sunstruck The
loss in officers has been beavy. The enemys force did not appear large The
point referred to is abut a mile up tbe Central Road from the Newmarket Road"
ALS (2), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xlii,
part 2, 17!3. "Gen Barlow has made another attack upon the enemy & has been
repulsed with some loss The enemy are massing pretty h_ea,.vily to their left &
I rather anticipate an attack upon Gen Barlow Gen Birney just reported to me
that he has captured Six pieces and two mortars. I have ordered all my skirmishers to advance on my left where the enemy commenced ~ massing on
my right including those of Gen Birney" Telegram received, DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., 1, xlii,
part 2, 173. At 5:05 P.M., Maj. Gen. David B. Birney telegraphed to Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler, who transmitted the message to USG. "1 have captured six
( 6) guns & two mortars. I hope to bring them in after nightfall. they were taken
by Gen. Fosters brigade." Telegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Col-
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lected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, 'Xiii, part I, 677.
At 7:S0 P.M., USG telegraphed to Hancock. ''No movement of Troops from
Petersburg has been observed until this evening. a body supposed to be about
a division now seemes to be moving so reported by Signal Officer-" Tele-gram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); copies, ibid,,
RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 173. On
the same day, Hancock telegraphed to USG and Meade. ''Geo Birney has called
upon me for transportation for the six Guns & two Mortars captured by him this
evening-I think there is no doubt but they will be gotten off-after dark tonightGen Barlow did not find the enemys left flank which was refused, but attacked a
salient of their line, He had a presistant fight although he did not carry it,
he held the ground passed over The attack was not made in sufficient forceThe troops did not fight with their accoustomed vigor, owing to the ei:cessive
bent large numbers straggled from the ranks, The loss was considerable-The
troops saved their honor by not losing their killed & wounded-Gregg reports
the charles city road cut up by the enemy's entrenchments the advanced of
which he carried-They were occupied by Hamptons Legion-The lines were
thinly held but were reinforced while Barlow was attacking .•• P. S. I shall set
Birney at work in the morning as Gen Grant suggested" Telegram r eceived
(at 9: 30 P.M.), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid.,
RG 108, L etters R eceived. Printed as sent at 9:30 P.M. in O.R., I, xlii, part 2,
114.
On Aug, 15, Butler telegraphed to USG. "My pickets at Dutch Gap report
trains running all night from Petersburg to a point just above them & their
st-0pping & whistling probably at Chaffins farm-Signal officer at spring Hill
reports two (2) trains have passed from Petersburg & two (2) towards Peters•
burg the last loaded with Commissary stores up to Seven (7) a. m. at Nine
(9) a. m. a regt. of Cavalry has just passed Junction towards Richmond-BirJJey
reports that his Six ( 6) guns turn out to be four Eight ( 8) Inch H-0:witzersAlso that he is ordered to make an assault on the right of Hancocks this morning.
Pretty far ro1,J.11d froll'I left to right of the 2nd Corps-" T elegram received,
DNA, 'RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as sent at 9:00 A,M. in O.R.1 1, xlii,
part 2, 206. On the same day, USG telegraphed to Butler. "Did Birney secure
the Guns reported or are they on ground that could not be reached by either
piuty?" Telegram received (at 11:05 A.M.), DLCBenjamin F. Butler. O.R., I,
xlii, part 2, 206. On the same day, Butler telegraphed to USG, "The following
is an answer to my inquiry about Guns taken by Gen Birney yesterday." Teleg,ram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, x:lii, part 2, 206. The
enclosure fa ibid. Also on Aug. 15, Hancock telegraphed to USG and Meade.
"Gen Biroeys Captures yesterday were Eight (8) Inch Sea Const howitzers
Three ( 3) of them art entirely removed & the fourth partly taken off-but the
train is broken. I dont know tbat any more wifl be gotten off-Gen Gregg has
found the Enemy entrenched on the Charles City Road at Whites House-Their
people Came out of their Entrenchments & attacked but I do not think they have
much Strength there-I expect to feel along with my infantry to the Charles
City Cross road if I do not sooner find a place to attack-" Telegram received
(at 1:30 P.M,), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 197-98.
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To Maj. Gen. Henry W . Halleck
(Cipher)

City Point Aug. 14th/64 8. p. m.

MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHINGTON,
The move to the North side of the James to-day developed the
presence of Fields Division of Longstreets Corps which I had supposed had gone to the valley. Picketts Division is also here. We
captured six pieces of artillery and over one hundred prisoners.
Longstreets troops were under marching orders and this move will
detain them it, at least for the present. I think Sheridan is still
superior to Early in numbers but not sufficiently so to attack
fortifications.

U. S. GRANT
Lt. Gn.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (on Aug. 16, 1864, S:30 P.M.),

DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound) , O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 167; ibid., I,
xliii, part 1, 791.

To Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler
Strawberry 'P lains Aug. 14th/64
MAJ. GEN. 'BuTLER, REPEAT TO GEN. ORD.
Gen. Meade has been directed to watch closely and if present
demonstration North of James should force the enemy to weaken
his lines at Petersburg so that advantage can be taken of it to do so
without waiting further instructions. In such case he has been
authorized to call on the 18th Core for co-operation or assistance.
Please instruct Gen. Ord that in case of operations against Petersburg he will receive orders from Gen. Meade.

U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gn.
ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, DLCBenjamin F . Butler; Ord Papers, CU-B. O.R., I, xiii, part
2, 180. On Aug. 14, 1864, Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord telegraphed to USG.
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"Dispatch .received and will be obeyed." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
On the same day, 4:45 P,M., Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to USG.
"I inclose the notes ju.st received from Colonel Dandy. He seems to have joined
Hancock nearly. Birney says he is forming his line for the night.!.' O.R., I, xlli.
part 2 1 l80, The enclosed messages from Col. George B. Dandy, 100th N. Y.,
·are ibid., p. 181.

To Maj. Gen. George G. l'l1eade
By Telegraph from City Pt 720 PM
Dated Aug 141864.

To M.u. GEN MEADE
You may extend the 9th & 18th Corps as you propose. If Parke
& Ord will leave a very thin line in the works and have the bulk
of their men in reserve it will rest them very much I .am satisfied
that a thin skirmish line is plenty to ·man our works especially
when there is a reserve-

U.S. GRANT
Lt. Gen
Telegram Teceived, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68; (2) Meade Papers,
PHi. O.R., I, :dil, part 2, 169. On Aug. 14, 1864, 7: 10 P.M. and 11:00 P.M.,
Maj. Geo. George G. Meade telegraphed to USG. "I propose to withdraw Warren tonight & leave his line to be held by Parke, extending Ord as far as the exploded mine.-Warren to be held in reserve either for a movement, or to reinforce any part of the line if attacked.-As Ord was to be used only in case of a
movement, I submit this to you before giving orders." "Orders have been given
for the withdrawal of the 5th corps & the occupation of the lines by the 9th &
18th corps--The 5th will be held in reserve for contingencies.-No further In•
telligence has been received from Signal o.ffi.cers that has not been sent you, e3;.
cept that between 5 & 6 P. M the officer on the plank road saw a small body of
cavalry with wagons & ambulances moving northward along the Weldon R.
Rd.-" ALS (telegrams sent), DNA, RG 94, Wa.r Records Office, A.rmy of the
Potomac; telegrams received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi.ii, part
2, 169, 170.
At 8:30 A.M . , Meade had telegraphed to USG. "Have I any authority to call
on Genl. Ord for assistance in case of making a movement.-The only movement
in my judgment practicable is to take Warren out of his lines & move- him
around the enemys works till he finds a point he can penetrate-To do this his
line must either be occupied by the. extension of the 9th &: 18. corps or else left
unoccupied in which -case there are redoubts which should the enemy get pos-
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session of it might seriously embarrass us to recover.-1 have sent my engineers
to examine how Parke's left flank can be covered in case of Warren's line being
given up-but should it be deemed best· to hold Warrens line, some portion of
the 18th if any can be spared must assist in the extension.-" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac; ·telegram Teceived, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); (2) ibid., RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 168. On the same day, USG telegraphed
'tO Meade. "In case you find it practicable to make any demonstration against
Petersburg command the 18th Corps as you deem proper. Gen. Ord will be
directed to receive orders from you." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received (at 1:50 P.M.), ibid., RG
94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 168.
At 7:00 P.M. and 8:!30 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG transmitting information received from a signal officer 11Dd from deserters. Telegrams received,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Recei\>ed. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 168-69, 169-70.

To Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan
Cipher

City Point Aug. 14th 8. p. m . 1864

MAJ. GEN. SHERIDAN, WINCHESTER VA.
I moved Hancocks Corps, Greggs Div. of Cavalry and part of
the 10th Corps to the North side of James last night to surprise
the enemy and prevent him sending troops away. We captured six
pieces of Artillery and prisoners from four differeent Brigades of
Fields Div. Longstreets Corps. This is a Division I had supposed
ha4 gone to the valley. It is now positive that Kershaws Division
has gone and no other lnf.y has. This reinforcement to Early will
put him nearer on an equaJity with you in numbers than I want to
see and will make it necessary to observe some caution about attacking. I would not however change my instructions further than
to enjoin caution.

U.S.GRANT
Lt.Gn.
ALB (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (on Aug. 16, 1864, 2:00 f'.M. ),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R., I, xliii, part 1, 7 91-92.
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To Maj. Gen. William T. She.rman
(Cipher)
City Point Aug. 14th 1864
MAJ. GEN. SHERMAN' NEAR ATLANTA GA.
No Division or Brigade has gone from here West and I shall
endeavor to keep the enemy so busy that none will go. The great
danger has been of troops going from Lee to join Early in the
Shenandoah Valley. I attempted a suprise on the North side of the
river last night with the hope of getting near to Richmond and
getting Cavalry on their rail-roads on that side of the river. The
enemy were found fortified and their works maned by a Division of
Longstreet Corps which I supposed had gone to join Early. I
approve The great danger you have to apprehend is from Kirby
Smith getting his men across the Miss. The move you propose is a
little bazerdous but I believe it will succeed. If you do not force the
enemy out to fight you you will easily get back to your base. :Y.. S.
GRANT
Our move to-day has resulted in the capture of six
pieces of Artillery and some prisoners and probably the killing
and wounding of five or six hundred of the enemy. In killed and
wounded our loss will probably reach four hundred.
U.S.GRANT

Lt.Gn
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received, DNA, RG 1071 Telegrams
Collected (Unbound). Printed as sent at 8:!30 P.M. in O.R., I, xxxvili, part 5,
488. See telegram to Maj. Gen. William T, Sherman, Aug. 9, 1864.

To Edwin M, Stanton
City Point Va. Aug. 15th 1864 [1:00 P.M.]
HoN.

E. M. STANTON,

SEC. OF WAR,

At this particular time it is of great importance that we should
have on the Pacific Coast not only good Military Commanders but
men who will give satisfaction to the people. From what I learn,
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unofficially, we lack this both in the selection of a commander for
the Dept. and for the District of Oregon & Washington. I know
Alvord well.1 I do not think he is fit for the command and he ought
to be called East. He is a good man in his fttte intentions and would
do well to place on any kind of a Board but I know of no other duty
he is eminently suited for. McDowell/ if I am not wrongly informed, is likely to do more harm than good where he is. I am in
favor of Halleck for that Dept. He is acquainted with the people
and can combine Civil with Military Administration which is required in that Dept. McDowell is only a Soldier and has never been
any thing els. U.. S. GRANT ht:. Ga. It would not be necessary to
send any one to relieve Alvord at present. Simply to order him
East would be sufficient.
If Halleck cana not be spared from where he is then to restore
Wright3 would do. Have you any information from the Paci.fie
Coast leading you to the same conclusion as to the necessity for a
change.

l:.t. GD. U. s. GRANT
Lt.Go.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (on Aug. 16, 1864-, noon),
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, 1, part 2,945. On Aug. 18, 7:00 P.M., Secretary of War Edwin
M. Stanton telegraphed to USG. "Frequent Complaints have reached the Department in respect to General Alvord and I had determined to supersede him as soon
as a good officer could be spared. But as you think his presence not indispensible
he shall be relieved at once. No complaint from any source has been made against
General McDowell to the Department and I had not heard that his adminlstrati.o n was objectionable to any one. He appeal's to be acting in entire harmony with
the Governor of Cnlifo,rnia, There had been frequent applications for the removal
of General Wright but as his administration was acceptable to the Department
they were for a long time resisted. McDowell has been in command for a very
short period. He is believed to be an officer of good administrative faculty, although unfortunate in the field, and to be rigidly honest. To make a cbange so
soon ought to require some very good reason for its justification. You know as I
do that no man can p lease all sides in any Department much less in California.
But in this as in all other matters relating to Military affairs it is the desire of
the Department to conform to your judgment. In respect to General Halleck 6ffl6
it would be extremely difficult to spare him since Canby has gone." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received,
ibid., RG 1081 Letters Received. O.R., I, I, part 2, 949. On Aug. 20, noon,
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USG telegraphed ~o Stanton. "I know nothing officially of any dissatisfaction
with Gen. McDowells administration in Calafornia but as stated in my pl'evious
dispatch have heard that he was not liked. I know the Pacific Coast .requires a
Commanding officer of firmness enough to do his duty, in spite o£ opposition,
but without interferanc[e] with civil rights and without trying to enforce his
own peculiar opinions upon the community. I am not well enough acquainted
with Gen. McDowell to judge how h e will do and therefore do not ask his removal unless there is something known at your office demanding it." ALS (telegram sent), CSmB; telegram received (at 10:00 P.M.), l)NA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., I, 1, part 2, 951.
1. On Aug. 26, 1863, Brig. Gen. Benjamin Alvotd, Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory, District of Oregon, wrote to USG. "I cannot resist the impulse
to write you my most cordial and sincere congratulations on your brilliant successes . . . . You will pardon me if l recur to your service as second Lieutenant
under my command, and thus that I should have the weakness to claim some
slight share in your early training. One thing is certain, you always in my society received a high professional stimulus•..• I was about to write you after
Fort Donelson, but I satisfied myself with messages to you per Captain Dent,
who was then here.... I was appointed a brigadier-general of volunteers 22d of
April, 1862, and accepted, fully expecting to go East, but was quite unexpectedly placed in command of this district, which I have commanded since July,
1862." Ibid., p. 592.
2. Severely criticized for his conduct at the battle of Second Bull Run
(Aug. 29-30, 1862), Maj. Gen. Irvin McDowell was removed from field command and served on boatds of officers until assigned to command the Dept. of
the Pacific on May 21, 1864.
S. George Wright of Vt., USMA 1822, served in the Mexican War, and
on. the eve of the Civil War was c<tl., 9th Inf., aod commanded the Dept. of Ore.
Appointed brig. gen. as of Sept. 28, 1861, he commanded the Dept. of fue Pacific
until replaced by McDowell, then commanded the District of Calif.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point, Va, Aug. 15th 1864 [12:30 P.M.]
MAJ-. GEN. HALLECK, WASH1NGTON,
If E. K. Smith succeeds in crossing his troops to the East side
of the Miss. as he evidently is trying to do Canby can spare a
larger force to operate against Mobile with. Instruct him to put as
large a force there as he can. He must be able to spare five to eight
thousand colored troops to go to Mobile. I am afr:ud he is unfortunate in his commander of colored troops and I do not think Granger
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was a good selection for the command at Mobile. I hope however
be may prove better than I give him credit for being.
U.S. GRANT

Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (marked as sent Aug. 15, 1864,
2:00 P.M., received Aug. 16, 3:30 -P.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound) . O.R., I, xii, part 2, 710. See
ibid., p. 725.

To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck
(Cipher)
City Point Aug. 15th 1864 [9:00 P.M.]
MAJ. GEN. HALLECK, WASHJNGTON'
If there is any danger of an up rising in the North to resist the
draft, or for any other purpose, our loyal Governor's ought to
organize the Militia at once to resist it. If we are to draw troops
from the field to keep the loyal states in the harness it will prove
difficult to suppress the rebellion in the disloyal states. My witbdrawel now from the James River would insure the defeat of Sherman. Twenty thousand men sent to him at this time would destroy
the greater part of Hoods Anny and leave us men to send wherever
required. Gen. Heintzelman 1 can get from the Governors of Ohio,
Ia. & Ill. a Militia organization that will deter the discontented
from committing any overt act. I hope the pPresident will call on
Governors of States to organize thoroughly to preserve the peace
until after the elections.
U.S.GRANT
Lt. Gen.
ALS (telegram sent), CSmH ; telegram received (on Aug. 17, 1864, 6:30 A.M.),
DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected ( Bound) . O.R., I, ;x.lii, part 2, 193-94. On
Aug. 11, 1864, M aj . Gen. Henry W. Halleck had written to USG. "(Confidential)
... Some forty odd regiments of Ohio hundred days men are to be mustered out
before the end of the month. The term of service of a number of regiments from
Indianna & other states expires this month and the early part of next. To meet
this loss of troops there is scarcely nothing commg in under the President's call,
& I fear you will be obliged to send troops from the field to guard certain places,
as West Va., the prison camps, &c., which cannot be left without garrisons.
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There is another very serious matter for which we must be prepared. Pretty
strong evidence is accunu.tlating that the.r e is a combination formed or forming
to make a forcible resistance to the draft in New York, Penn. lndianna, Kentucky
and perhaps some other states. The draft must be enforced, for otherwise the
army cannot be kept up. But to enforce it may require the withdrawal of a very
considerable of troops from the field. This possible, and I think very probable,
ex:igen.c y must be provided for. I call your attention to it now in order that you
may be prepared for it and make your arrangements accordingly, I have not
been a believer in most of the plots, secret societies, &c. of whiC:h we have so
many pretended discoveries. But the people in many parts of the north and west
now talk openly and boldly of resistin,g the draft, and it is believed that the
leaders of the 1Peace' branch of the Democratic party are doing all in their power
to bring about this result. The evidence of this has increased very much within
the last few days. It is probably thought that such a thing will have an effect
upon the next election, by showing the inability of the present administration to
carry on the war with an armed opposition in the loyal states. Whatever the object, it is thought that the attempt will be made. Are not the appearances such
that we ought to take in sail and prepare the ship for a storm?" ALS, DNA, RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 111-12. On Aug. 12, H alleck wrote
to USG. "l have just received Genl Heintzelman's report on Genl Burbridge's
telegram in regard to arresting certain persons in Ohio, Ind. & lll. Genl H. does
not deem it prudent to make arrests at the present time as a rescue would probably be attempted, and his force is not sufficient to put down an insurrection. He
thinks there will be a forcible resistance to the draft, and greatly fears disturbances before that time. He does not deem the prisoners of war as secure, and
thinks a combination has been formed to release them and sieze the arsenals. To
provide against this he wants ten thousand men in each of the states of Indiana &
lll.inois, & five thousand mOhio. Genl Pope & the Provost Marshal Gen! of Wisconsin report that there will be armed resistance to the draft in that state, and
that, as all the troops there have been ordered into the field, they will have no
means to enforce it. Apprehensions of a rebel raid from Canada into Michigan &
New York to burn towns are reported. There is also much uneasiness in West Va.,
on account of the discharge of the Ohio hundred days men, which they say leaves
them nearly defensless. The Governor of Colorado makes a requisition to-day for
ten thousand men to be sent immediately to Gen! Curtis to put down Indian
insurrections. Genl Carleton reports that his California volunteers will not .reenlist & that troops must be sent to New Mexico & Arizona to replace them.
Add these requisitions to those from New York, Penn., New Jersey & Delaware,
and I think we can dispose of a few hundred tbousand men, if you ca.n spare
them from the James river! Seriously, I think much importance should be attach.ed to the representations of Genl Heintzelmau in regard to the condition of
affairs in the west." LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., III, iv, 613. On
Aug. 17, 10:30 A.M., President Abraham Lincoln telegraphed to USG. "l have
seen your despatch expressing your unwillingness to break your bold where you
are. Neither am I willing. Hold on with a bull-dog gripe, and chew & choke, as
much as possible." ALS (telegram sent) , DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); telegr11m received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. 0.R., 1, xlii, part 2,243. Lincoln, Works, VII, 499.
l. Samuel P. H eintzelman of Pa., USMA 1826, won a bvt. commission as
maj. in the Mexican War and held that actual rank as of March 3, 1855. Ap-
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pointed brig. gen . as of May 17, 1861, he fought at First Bull Run, commanded
a corps in the Peninsular campaign and at Second Bull Run, and emerged with
a poor reputation as a commander. He was promoted to maj. gen. but left in the
defenses of Washington until Jan,, 1864, when be was assigned to command
the Northern Dept. witn hd. qrs, at Columbus, Ohio.

To Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan
From City Point 9 pm Aug 15th 1864.

H. SHERIDAN
CoMDG MmDLE MJL Drv

MAJ GENL p

WINCHESTER VA

Our forces north of the J ames river are still pressing the Enemy
and capturing a few Prisoners occasionally. the presence of two
Divisions of Longstreets Corps is undoubted 1 - Today some prisoners have been taken from W HF. Lees Division of Cavalry2

US GRANT
LtGenl
Telegram received (on Aug. 17, 1864, 6:00 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid-., Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108,
Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 68. O.R., I , xliii, part I, 799.
1. On Aug. 15, 11:30 A. f>{. 1 Maj. Gen. George G, Meade telegraphed to
USG. "All quiet on the lines.-The 5th corps in reserve on the left .ready for
movement.-No indications of any move ment on enemy's part, but some thttt
Cl\Jnps previously reported taken up are this morning re-occupied-Despatch
:from signal officer sent herewith-" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Army of the Potomac; telegram received, ibid., RG 1081 Letters
Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 194. The enclosure is ibid. At 1:30 P.M., Maj.
Gen. Winfield S. Hancock telegraphed to USG. "General Gregg says that the
enemy ate making a spirited attack upon him down the Charles City road They
drove him out of the entrenchments he took yesterday. He has taken a prisoner
who says that the less there was -a large force of Cavalry aleag with Infantry on
that road this morning sue ( 6) miles this side of Richmond General Gregg
thinks that Hampton has joined. We have no positive evidence of it. My Brigade
of Infantry that went from tl1e Central road to strike the Charles City road, met
the enemy very soon supposed to be Infantry and repulsed them. Another Brigade
h as been added to it, and Genl. Birney will attack them very soon A Knapsack
was picked up this morning during the Cavalry fight marked 13th. Gorgia Wiloox Division and also I t hink Hagans [Hagood's] Brigade" ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 3:20 P.M. in O.R., I, xlii, part
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2, 198. On the same day, Hancock telegraphed to USG. "l have abot 500 sick &
wound[ed] here in hospital St shuld like a boat sent to tak[e] them off. of this
number about 300 are wounded" ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). At 3:S0 P.M., Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed to Hancock. "A boat to talce on your sick and wounded will be sent j m.
mediately. Gen. Grantis o.n his way to your Headquarters." ALS (telegram sent),
ibid. O.R., I, ~ii, part 2, 198. On the same day, 10:00 P.M., Hancock telegraphed
to USG. "I sent in thls morning about twenty prisoners taken by the Cavalry
including eleven refugees. These refugees left Richmond on saturday night.
They say a large number of Cavalry went north & many other troops but they
do not know definitely wbat force. I have ordered them sent to City Point where
they can be questioned. A prisoner was captured this morning from the 13th
South Carolina which makes the second man captured from McGowans Brigade
being of different regts. this latter man says that four brigades of Wilcox
Division are in front of Gen Foster's old position. I have no positive evidence of
the fact. Gen Birney with a part of Gen Motts Division is feeling for the Enemys
left or a place where we can attack if we find such a place I shall attack with
beavy force in the hope of clearing them out." ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 197. Also on Aug. 15, USG telegraphed to Hancock. "1 am in receipt of your appointment as Brig Genl in the regular army will
forward it to you by a staff officer tomorrow morning." Telegram received, DNA,
RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound); copy, DLC-USG, V, 68. On the same
day, Hancock telegraphed to USG. "Your dispatchs recd. I am much obliged to
you for the appointment of Brig Gen in the regular Army. I am also obliged to
you for being so anxious today for 1 am not satisfied with our progress here."
Telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xlii, part 2, 199.
2. On Aug. 15, Hancock telegraphed to USG three times. "1 have just taken
a staff officer of Gen Birrenger Comdg Brigade of Cavalry in W HF Lee's Div.
The Command came over I dont know in -what strength last night. Have also
captured a private of Sd Div Cavalry & an officer of the 48th alabama I am
sending some infantry to strike the Charles City Road to take this Cav in flank;
am also sending some infantry to Gregg to the Junction of the Charles City
Road with the long Bridge Gen Birney is also feeling around the Enemys
.right of where Barlow attacked yesterday." Telegram received, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 198. "A prisoner just sent in reports that
bis division of Cavy (W. H. F . Lee's) arrived here this a. m. left Reams
station at 11 a. m. yesterday Barringtou's [Barringct's ] Chambliss & Dennings
[Dearing's} brigades. We have forced the enemy back beyond the cross roads on
the Charles City road hut so far only to the entrenchments occupied by Gregg
early this morning The enemy's work appear well filled General Birney is
still operating between the central and if he finds a weak place a strong attack
with be made I expect to hear of it before long" Telegram received, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received. Printed as received at 5:45 P.M., copy to Meade, in
O.R., I, xlli, part 2, 19.9 . "Every thing is quiet here-Gen Birney did not attack
tonight not having encountered the enemy's skirmishers until about dark-he
Lost thirty or forty men, the greater number Colored, in his observations-I have
ordered· a movement on the CharJes city road under Gen Miles at day light, Gen
Birney will also move towards the central road at the same hour prepared to make
a heavy attack if possible-The Cavy will opente on the Charles city road & to
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the right Gen Gregg captured a few prisoners this everung-All from W . H. F
Lee's Div. I have no evidence indicating any greater strength. there before"
Telegram received, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; copy, ibid., RG 107, Tel«>
grams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 199. William H. F. ''Rooney"
Lee, born in Va. in 1837, son of RobertE. Lee, attended Harvard College, served
in the U.S. Army ( 1857-59), then .retired to his Va. plantation. A C.S.A. cav.
officer from the start of the Chi! War, he was nominated as brig. gen. on Sept.
.26, 1862, wounded at Brandy Station and soon captured, Released in March,
1864, and promoted to maj. gen, as of April 23, he commanded a div, of cav.
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1864, JUNE 4. To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "If you will send me the
facts in the case of Gen. Ward I will send a request to the Sec. of War to
have him mustered out of service."-ANS, DNA, RG 94, Generals' Papers
and Books, Ward. Brig. Gen. J. H. Hobart Ward, commanding the 1st
Brigade, 3rd Div., 2nd Army Corps, bad been charged with l eaving his
troops to ride to the rear-allegedly trying to hurry up ammunition-on
May 6 and later with being too drunk to command. On June 12, Lt. Col.
Theodore S. Bowers endorsed a sheaf of papers concerning Ward. "Respectfully returned to Maj. Gen. Geo. G. Meade. Com'd'g Army of the Potomac, who will releive Brig. Gen. Ward from duty, and order him to proceed to Fortress Monroe. and there await trial."-AES, ibid. Undated formal
charges against Ward prepared by Maj. Gen. Dayid B. Birney were endorsed by USG on June 28. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of
War. The good of the service requiring the immediate disposal of this case,
and it being impracticable to convene a court for the trial·of Gen. Ward, it
is recommended that the accused be mustered out of the service"-ES, Lincoln Collection, !Hi. On July 16, President Abraham Lincoln endorsed this
document. "Recommendation of Gen. Grant approved"-AES, ibid. Ward
was mustered out on July 18.
·On June 12, noon, Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana tele•
graphed to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "Gen! Owens is under arrest for misconduct in face of the Enemy and ordered to Ft Monroe where
Court will sit to try him. Same court will try Gen1 Ward-Gen! Eustis is
relieved of his command and orde.red to Washington He is to be informed
that if he does not resign cha·rges of neglect of duty and general inefficiency
will be preferred against him. He is said to eat opium ..."-Telegram received (on June 13, 5:00 A.M.), DLC-Edw.in M. Stanton. O.R., I, xxxvi,
par.t 1, 96. Late in June, USG endorsed charges against Brig. Gen. Joshua
T. Owen prepared by Maj. Gen. John Gibbon. "Respcy. forwarded to the
secretary of war, with the recommendation that Brig Gen! J . T. Owen be
mustered out of service"-Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. See Lincoln, Work8 1
VIII, 547. Owen was mustered out as of July 18. On June 12, Maj. Gen.
Horatio G. Wright wrote to Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys requesting
that Henry L. Eustis be "relieved from duty with this Corps"-LS, DNA,
RG 94, ACP, 683W CB 1864. On the same day, Meade endorsed this letter
favorably but suggested that Eustis be allowed to resign.-ES,-ibid. On J une
28, USG endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of
War. The recommendation of Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade hereon is fully approved, and I earnestly urge that it be carried out."-ES, ibid. Eustis resigned as of June 27.
On Aug. 21, Ward wrote to Lincoln asking that the orders mustering
him out be revoked and that he receive a trial.-ALS, ibid., 1519W CB
1864. On Oct. 2, Lt. Col. Ely S. Parker endorsed this letter. "Respectfully
returned to Maj. Gen. llalleck, Chief of staff of the Army, inviting attention
to enclosed report of Maj. Gen. Hancock. I have no objection to restoration
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of Gen. Ward, for the purpose of having a trial by Court Martial."-ES,
ibid. On Oct. 25, Col. Edward D. Townsend telegraphed to USG. "The
Secretary of War desires me to say that General J. H. Hobart Ward applied for leave to visit the army near Richmond and was refused on the
ground of his having been dismissed the sentice-This information is given
you in case he should nevertheless find bis way down-Please acknowledge
receipt."-ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.; (at 8:00 P.M.) ibid., RG 108, Letters
Received. At 8:00 P.M., USG telegraphed to Townsend. "Your dispatch
of 8. p . m. this date in relation to Gn. Ward's application is received."ALS (telegram sent), CSmH; telegram received (at 8:25 P.M.), DNA,
RG 94, Letters Received, ll00A 1864; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound).
1864, JUNE 5, ll:00 A.M. Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside to USG.
"Brig. Genl James H. Ledlie Comdg a brigade ef: in the 1st Div. of this
Corps I understand has not been confirmed. And as congress adjourns tomorrow he will be out of service unless he is confirmed on that day. He has
behaved with great energy & gallantry since gll.ffifflg joining this command
and I beg that you will if possible have the senate confirm his nomination
tomorrow"-Telegram received (at 11:10 .A.¥.), DNA, RG 108, Letters
Received; copies, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid.,
RG 393, 9th Army Corps, Letters Sent. 0.R., I, xxxvi, part 3, 619.
1864-, JUNE 5. USG pass. "Pass Mrs. S. P. Edson, Presdt National Relief Association, and two Assistants to and from aJI the Armies in the field.
free on Government Transports, rail-roads and all other conveyances in the
public service. This pass good until revoked."-ADS, CSmH. The words
"and two Assistants" are in another hand.
1864, Ju NE 6. USG endorsement. "Approved and respectfully forwarded
to the Secretary of War."-ES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, Ml650 CB 1864.
Written on a letter of June 5 from Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox to Brig.
Gen. Lorenzo Thomas recommending 1st Lt. George D. Martin, 79th
N. Y., for appointment as asst. q. m. of vols.-LS, ibid. No appointment
followed.
1864, JUNE 6. Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, Acworth, Ga., to Brig.
Gen. John A. Rawlins. "I would write you a long letter but time forbidsI reached this point to day with my Command, in fine health and Spirits
and we have established ourselves on the R. R. south of the Alatuna Mts, &
hold Alatuna Pass-The Armies of the Cumberland & Ohio are near by and
we will soon be after Jos. E. J-We have driven him from one stron.g position to another, Have had no general Battle, but plenty of Skirmishing
and a good deal of hard fighting-Hardee's Corps made an attack on me at
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Dallas but was handsomely repulsed, with heavy loss We burried near
Four hundred of his dead-Our loss was less than three hundred, Killed,
wounded & missing This was on the 28th ult in the afternoon Two days
after that they tried it at night twice, and met with a similar fate, when
they concluded to let us alone, & moved off to their right, whereupon I was
shifted to our left, which accounts for my being here-What I started to
write about particularly is this, Ransom is Very Anxious to get back to
my command & I am quite as anxious to have him.-Crocker has resignedhad to give up on account of ill health and I want Ransom to command his
Division in the 17th A. C.-I want him made a Maj. General and know
that he merits it and will fill the bill, He writes he will be fit for duty by
July 1st Please have this attended to-My kindest regards to the General-Success attend you all-"-ALS, USG 3.
1864, Ju NE 8. Frederick A. Conkling and thirty-eight cosigners, New
York City, to USG enclosing resolutions of thanks passed at a meeting on
June 4.-DS, USG 3.
18641 JUNE 9. Maj. Gen. William F. Sm.ith to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "I have the honor to forward to you a list of the Staff now serving with
me at these Hd. Qrs. I would respectfully state that. the Corps Staff, excepting the A. A. G. who has never been appointed, are now with Genl.
Butler comdg. Dept. Va. and N. C. I find it impossible to detail officers of
my own command, the officers most suitable to fill staff appointments, on
account of the fearful loss of field officers from the late engagements. 1
started from Genl. Butlers command, with five Brigades of this Corps, and
-four ( 4) of the 10th Corps. I have since consolidated the whole into three
divisions of the 18th Corps. I respectfully ask that the Status of this command be settled now, and that, 1 be allowed either to appoint or send
forward names to fill the Corps Staff, or that the names I may send in, may
be detailed temporarily with me."-Copies (2), DNA, RG 393, 24th Army
Corps, Letters Sent by 18th Army Corps. 0.R., I, x:ia.-vi, part 3, 715- 16.
1864•, JuNE 9. Lucinda C. Clark, New Berne, N. C., to USG. ''Itis an old
saying that the bravest men are the most feeling and the easiest to be approached, fully believing this, 1 take the liberty of'imploring a special favor
of you. My nephew, E. C. Cuthbert was captured on board the steamer
Boston last July, while attempting to run the blockade into Wilmington,
from Bermuda He is pow a prisoner at Point Lookout, willing, nay even
anxious to take the oath of allegiance. Will you please use your influence
and get him released? I brought him up from itlfancy, and he is so dear to
me, my comfort, my principal support, my all of earthly happiness. Think
of this and do be merciful to me, and excuse my addressing you. He is a
severe suffe1Ter from asthma, and had been advised by the physicians to
make a sea voyage. How can it be that so many .citizens are released and he
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yet kept a prisoner, and he so willing to subscribe to the oath? The same
Lord over all incline you to use the your vast influence, which He alone has
given you, in having the orphan's greatest earthly blessing restored to be.r .
My character and standing can be obtained of Gen. Palmer."-ALS, DNA,
RG 109, Unfiled Papers and Slips, E. C. Cuthbert.
1864, JUNE 11. USG endorsement. ''Respy. forwarded to the Sec of
War with the recommendation that General Meades endorsement hereon
be complied with"-Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. Written on a letter of Col.
Emory Upton, 5th Brigade, 1st Div., 6th Army Corps, .recommending that
Capt. Ranald S. Mackenzie, U.S. Engineers, be appointed col., 2nd Conn.
Art.-lbid. Maj. Gen. George G. Meade had endorsed this letter. "Respy.
forwarded to the Lieut Genl Comdg. The importance of the duties ,t o be
performed by Engineer Officers at the present time, makes me reluctant to
dispense with the services of any officer of that Corps, but Capt McKenzie,
having agreed if allowed to accept the command of the regiment, that he
will in addition to the duties pertaining to that command, discharge, also
the duties of a Military Engineer, with the troops with which the regiment
may be serving whenever called to do so, I recommend that he be permitted
to assume command of the regiment at once, and if commissioned by the
Governor of Connecticut that he be granted a leave until further orders."Copy, ibid.
1864, JuNE 11, 8:00 1>.M. Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys to Brig.
Gen. J ohn A. Rawlins. "I send to you Mr. Van Lew from Richmond, who
claims to be a refugee. He came into our lines to day and was sent to these
Head Quarters by GenL Wilson-He desires to see Lt. Genl. Grant or make
known his wishes to him and by direction of Genl Meade I send him to
you-"-ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xx.xvi, part 3,
746. For John N. Van Lew, brother of Elizabeth L. Van Lew, a Richmond
Unionist, see Meriwether Stuart, "Colonel Ulric Dahlgren and Richmond's
Union Underground, April 1864,~ Virginia Ma,ga:zine of History and ]3iography, 72, 2 (April, 1964), 160.
1864, .TUNE 13. Brig. Gen. Stephen G. Burbridge, Lexington, Ky., to
Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck, copy to USG. "I attacked Morgan at Cynthiana at day light yesterday Morning & after an Hours hard fighting Com•
pletely routed him Killing three Hundred ( 300) wounded near as many &
capturing nearly four Hundred Besides recaptured nearly all of Genl Hob•
son Command & over one thousand Horses our loss in Killed & Wounded
about one Hundred & fifty ( 150) Morgans Scattered forces are fleeing in
all directions Have thrown away arms a.re out of Ammunition & wholly
:Oemoralized"-Telegrams received (2), DNA, RG 108, Letl;ers Received.
O.R., I, :nxix, part 1, 20. On June 14, Burbridge telegraphed to Halleck,
again sending a copy to USG. "In six ( 6) days my command has marched
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over two Hundred ( 200) Miles fought 2 Severe battles Killing wounding
& Capturing over three fourths ¾ of Morgan Command The remaining
fourth is Scattered & being pursued in all directions"-Telegram received,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received; ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound).
1864, JUNE 15. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton to USG. "A des~
patch from Mr. Dana mentioned that you desired a half million of Confederate paper, to be used to pay for army supplies required from the rebels;
and in reply, after consultation with the President and Secretary of State,
I informed bim this mo;rning that a million would be sent you. The matter
has, however, been reconsidered, and the Secretary of State has transmitted
to this Department a note, of which a copy is transmitted with this letter. In
accordance with his views, it has been thought best by this Government not
to give any circulation to rebel currency, for reasons stated by the Secretary
of State."-Copy, DLC-Edwin M. Stanton. See O.R., I, xi, part 1, 19; ibid.,
III, iv, 432-33.
1864, JUNE 15. Maj. Gen. George G. Meade to USG. "Respectfu11y
forwarded strongly recommended. Capt Pierce is a most efficient officer
and the 9th corps is much in want of a chief in this dept I would request
the Lt. Genl. cmdg. ask by telegraph for the immediate appointment of
Capt. Pierce as desired by Maj. Genl. Burnside."-AES, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received. Written on a telegram of the same day, 7:40 P.M., from
Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside to Meade. "I beg to recommend that Capt
Peirce be appointed Chief Quarter Master of the 9th Army Corps and that
he be ordered to report to us as soon as the interest of this army will permit
I mean by this despatch that he be made Chief Qr. Mr. with the rank of
Lieut. Colonel"-Telegram received, ibid. On July 8, Brig. Gen. Rufus
Ingalls wrote to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins reminding him of the case of
Capt. Luthe; H. Peirce.-LS, ICarbS. On the same day, USG telegraphed
to Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Please ask the Prest to appoint Capt L H
Pierce A. Q. M. Chief Q. M. Ninth Army Corps with rank to date June
fifteenth ( 15 ) which is about the time be assumed the duties of Chief. He
has been before recommended for the appointment."-Telegrams received
(2-on July 9, 8:00 A.M. ), DNA, RG 94, ACP, P55 CB 1867; ibid., RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent;
DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67. Peirce was so appointed. Peirce had been appointed q. m, and capt. as of May 18; on Jan. 18, President Abraham Lincoln had written to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "To oblige the
Vice-President, it would personally oblige me for Luther H. Pierce, now a
Volunteer Q. M., to be appointed a Quarter-Master in the regular ArmyIt is said the Quarter-Master-General, & many others competent to judge,
recommend him. Let him be appointed, if it can be done-"-ALS, DNA,
RG 94, ACP, P55 CB 1867. Ingalls's letter of July 8 also requested cer-
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tain q. m. assignments; on July 11, Capt. Ely S. Parker issued Special
Orders No. 54 making these assignments.~Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62,
67. O.R., I, xl, part 3; 173.
1864, JuNE 16. Special Orders No. 35. "Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls Chief
Quarter Master Army of the Potomac, is announced as Chief Quarter
Master of the Armies operating against Richmond, and will immediately
assume the duties thereof in addition to those of Chief Quarter Master of
the Army of the Potomac Lieut Col M. R. Morgan Chief Commissary
of Subsistence Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina is announced as Chief
Commissary of Subsistence of the Armies operating against Richmond and
will immediately assuroe the duties ,thereof in addition to those of Chief
Commissary of Subsistence of the Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina"Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. 0.R., I, xl, part 2, 88. On June 17, Lt.
Col. Theodore S. Bowers -issued Special Orders No. 36. "The Chief Quartermaster of the Armies opperating against Richmond will immediately
cause to be repaired and put in proper condition the Wharves at City Point
and Bermuda Hundreds and build such new ones at either or both of these
places and at such points on the Appomattocks river as he may deem necessary and provide and construct Store houses at the two former places sufficient for the storage of all supplies that may be collected there for the
Army He will repair and put in condition for immediate use the Petersburg and City Point Rail Road He will also dischaTge from Government
service all water Transportation not absolutely necessary for faciliating
Military operations"-Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. 0.R., I, xl, part 2,
120.
On July 6, Bowers wrote to Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls. ''It having been
found by experience that the Armies operating against Richmond can be
more easily and economically supplied from City Point than from both City
Point and Bermuda Hundred, you will therefore make the former place the
main depot for these Armies, and the latter a subordinate one-"-ALS,
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part
3, 35.
1864, JUNE 18-21. USG endorsement. "I do not think it advisable to
build the Shreveport and Vicksbu1·g railroad because-besides the great
expense, the time it would consume would in all probability render it of
but little use when completed. Our forces once in possession of Shreveport,
would for both economy and convenience draw their supplies by way of
Red river, which is navigable for boats of light draft, i£ my memory serves
me right (and I was stationed for about 14 months near Grand Ecore)
about eight month in the year. If there is the amount of work to do on that
road I think there is, it would take 8 months to build it"-Copy, DLC-USG,
V, 58. Written on a dispatch from Maj. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby concerning the rebuilding of the Vicksburg and Shreveport Railroad, which Col.
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J ames A. Hardie endorsed to USG on June 18.-lbid. See O.R., I, xxxiv,
part 4,211, 424-25, 528-29, 611.
1864, Ju NE 20, 6:00 P.M. To Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck. "Please
order Br Genl E dward Hatch to report to Genl Washburne for duty. If
Captain J. P. Morton can be spared from the [Ca]valry Bureau order him
to report to Commanding Officer Eighteenth Army Corps as acting Inspector General. A mustering officer is also required for that Corps, which
duty Capt Morton can perform in addition to his duties as Inspector-"Telegram received (on June 21, 3:30 A.M.), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams
Collected (Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67. On June 17, Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. W~hburn telegraphed
to USG. "Genl Edward H atch is fit for field service as be informs me. Will
you order him to report to me for duty?"-Telegram received, DNA, RG
107, Telegrams ColJected ( Bound) .
1864, J UNE 22. To [Maj. Gen. John A. Dix]. "Requests furlough for
30 days for Pvt Walter Comstock, 1st R. I. Cav., now at Gen. Hosp. Portsmouth Grove, R. l."-DNA, RG 393, Dept. of the East, Register of L etters
Received.
1864, JUNE 22. Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock to Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls.
"Yesterday by Gen Grants direction I ordered a man who was running a
horse into gateposts trees &c and who had already knocked one of the horses
eyes out, into confinement. This morning I learn that he is one of your men,
and wish to turn the case over to you for such action as you deem pr<>per."ALS, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Miscellaneous Letters Received.
1864, JuNF. 27. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. with the recommendation that Col.
Chamberlain, 20th Maine, Col. Chapman, 3rd ladiana Cav. and Col McIntosh 3d Penn'a Cav. be promoted to Brigadier Generals. The other officers named may be equally deserving of promotion, but I think vacancies
should be kept open until other armies are heard from."-ES, DNA, RG
94, ACP, Ml 716 CB 1864. Written on a letter of June 9 from Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade to Lt. Col. Theodore S. :Sowers. "I have the honor herewith to transmit certain communications recommending Colonel J ohn H.
Chapman, 3rd Indiana Cavalry Colonel J B Mclatosb 3rd Penna Cavalry
Colonel DD Bidwell 49th N. Y. S. Vols Colonel O E dwards 37th Mass
Vols Capt. Frederick Wi,nthrop 12th U. S. l nfantry Colonel J L Chamberlain 20th Maine Volunteers Colonel E S. Bragg 6th Wisconsin Volunteers Colonel J W Hofmann 56th Penna Volunteers for the appointment
of Brigadier General. I make no special recommendations in these cases as
I h ave not been called upon for recommendations and as I am not aware
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what vacancies exist at the present time in the grade of Brigadier General
and how many of such vacancies, if any, it is proposed to fill from the Army
of the Potomac. I would respectfully recommend, however, that when the
number of such appointments allotted to the Army of the Potomac has been
determined upon, the appointments be conferred upon the most merritorious
of the officers whose names have been or may be presented for advancement,
as shown by the record of their services and the testimonials of their commanders, without regard to other considerations It is proper to add that
Colonel George H Chapman 3rd Indiana Cavalry and J B. McIntosh 3rd
Pennsylvania Cavalry have heretofore been recommended to the War Department for the appointment of Brigadier General."-LS, ibid.; AD£, ibid.,
War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. On June 18, Brig. Gen. James
H. ·Wilson wrote to :Srig. Gen. Seth Williams. "1 have again to commend
in the highest terms Col. John B . McIntosh 3d. Penn. Cavalry, Commanding 1st Brigade, and Col. Geo. H . Chapman, 3d Indiana Cavalry, Commanding 2nd Brigade, 3d Cavalry Division, for special gallantry and good
conduct during the recent movement of the Army of the Potomac from its
position near Cool Arbor to the James River, and respectfully request that
they may be promoted to the grade of brigadier general."-ALS, ibid.,
ACP, Wl294 CB 1864. On June 20, Meade endorsed this letter. "As this
communication has been forwarded to these Head Quarters it is respectfully
transmitted to the Lieutenant General Commanding with the remark that
both the officers named have already been recommended for the appointment of Brigadier Geoeral."-ES, ibid. On June 22, USG endorsed this
letter. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, Washington D. C.
and recommended"-ES, ibid. On June 25, U.S. Senator James R. Doolittle
of Wis. telegraphed to USG. "Please inform Cutler Bragg is nominated and
confirmed."-O.R., I, xi, part 2, 409. Edward S. Bragg, confirmed that
day as brig. gen., commanded the 1st brigade, 4th div. (commanded by
Brig. Gen. Lysander Cutler), 5th Army Corps.
On June 29, Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan wrote to Secretary of War
Edwin M. Stanton recommending that Brig. Gen. Alfred T . A. Torbert be
promoted to maj. geo.-LS, DNA, RG 94, ACP, Ml554 CB 1864. On
July 5, Meade endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded for ,t he consideration of the Lieutenant General Commanding-As I have not been
called upon for nominations for General officers I make no special recommendation in this case-"-ES, ibid. On July 6, Bowers endorsed this letter.
"Respectfully returned to Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade, Com'd'g Army of the
Potomac, who will please send in a list of the names of officers of his Command who deserve to be, and whom he desires promoted."-AES, ibid. On
July 20, Meade forwarded a "List of Officers recommended for promotion
to the rank of Major, and Brigadier General. In .2d Corps. For. Maj Gent.Brig Genl. Francis C. Barlow For Brig Genl Liut Col. C. H. Morgan
Inspr Genl & Cbf of Staff, 2d Corps. Col. Thos W . Egan 40th N. Y. Vols.
T . A. Smyth 1st Del H. L. 'Brown 145th Penna James A. Beaver 148
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Penna In 5.th Corps-For Major General. Brig Gen] Charles Griffin S.
W Crawford. R. B. Ayers John C. Robin.son J. J. Bartlett. For Brig
General. Lieut Col. H. C. Bankhead lnspr. Genl 5th Corps-Capt Frederick
Winthrop 12th US lnfty. Col. J. Howard Kitching 6 N. Y. Arty. Col Wm
S. Tilton 22d Mass Vols. J. W. Hofmann 56th Penna Maj Genl. Warren, Com'd'g 5th Corps, also recommends the following. Officers, not serving
in the 5th Corps-For Brig General. J . B. Sweitzer late Col. 62 Pa Vols
Wm McCandless 2d Pa Res-Col. JI. L. Abbott. 1st Conn Arty-Lt Col.
C. H. Morgan lnspr Genl 2d Corps-In 6th Corps. For Maj General Brig
Genl D. A. Russell Geo W. Getty J . B. Ricketts For Brig General
Col. D. D. Bidwell, 49th Penna Vols Oliver Edwards 37 Mass C. H.
Tompkins 1st R. I. Artilley Wm H. Penrose 15th N. J. Vols Lt Col
Martin T . McMahon, Asst Adjt Genl. Col T. 0. Seavor 3d Vt Vols-In
9th Corps- For Maj General. Brig Genl 0 . B. Willcox Robert B. Potter
For Brig General. Col. Wm Humphrey 2d Mich Vols. Col John J . Curtin
45th Penna Vols Joshua K. Sigfried 48 Penna Benj C. Christ 50 Penna
E. G. Marshall 14th N. Y. Heavy Arty-In Cavalry Corps-For Maj General-Brig Genl A. T. A. Torbert D. McM. Gregg J. H. Wilson-For
Brig General-Col. Thomas C. Devin 6th N. Y. Cavalry-R. A. Alger 5th
Mich Cavalry-Capt Marcus A. Reno 1st U.S. Cavalry-Co) L Irvin Gregg
16th Penna Cavalry-Jno. B. McIntosh 3d Penna Cavalry-Geo H. Chapman 3d Ind Cavalry-John Hammond 5th N. Y. Cavalry-"-D (aJtered
from original tabular form), ibid. On the same day, Meade endorsed
this list. "The within list of nominations for promotion is respectfully
forwarded for the action of the Lieutenant General Com'd'g in accordance
with the endorsement of the 6th instant on the returned nominations of
Major General Sheridan. Such of these promotions as there are now vacancies for, itis earnestly urged should be made without delay, and where there
are no vacancies, it is mo.st respectfully submitted that appointments by
Brevet and assignment with Brevet rank whilst in the field, would be only
simple justice to many most meritorious officers-I consider it of the highest importance that faithful services and gallantry in the field should be
promptly rewarded- the tone and efficiency of this army would be greatly
improved if services such as are herein recorded were promptly acknowIedged"-ES, ibid. On July 22, USG endorsed this list. ''Respectfully forwarded with the remark, that the Officers herein recommended are worthy
meritorious and deserving of promotion, or to fill any vacancies, that may
exist, but I would respectfully suggest, that if any promotions are to be
made or vacancies filled, justice to the entire Army would demand that they
be not made until recommendations for promotion etc. for meritorious services can also be obtained from the Southwestern Army."-ES, ibid.
1864, JUNE 27. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the Sec-retary of War, Washington D. C. and attention invited to the recommendations of Generals Brooks, Smith and Butler."-ES, DNA, RG 94, ACP,
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R62 CB 1865. Written on a copy of a letter of June 12 from Brig. Gen.
William T. H. Brooks to USG req>mmencling Capt. Theodore R ead for
promotion.-ALS, ibid. On the same day, Maj. Geo. William F. Smith endorsed the original letter. "I beg leave earnestly to recommend Capt Read
to the attention of the authorities for the promotion which he has so often
earned under my Command as well as others. I know of no officer of his
rank whose services have been so gallant so continuous & so much for the
benefit of the Country as have those of Capt Read"-AES, ibid. On June 23,
Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded.
-Approved;"-ES, ibid. Read was promoted to maj. as of July 25.
1864, Ju-NE 27. USG endorsement. "Respy. forwarded to the Secretary
of War, Washington D. C. and recommended that the Brevet rank of Maj
Genl be conferred upon Brig Gen Juo. C. Robinson, for gallant and meritorious services in the field"-Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. Written on a letter
of June 23 of Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren concerning Brig. Gen.
John C. Robinson. No promotion followed.
1864, JUNE 28. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. and recommend the case of Gen'l Bartlette for the favorable consideration of the Government."-ES, DNA, RG
94, ACP, B1184 CB 1866. Written on a letter of June 27 from Maj. Gen.
Gouverneur K. Warren to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams regarcling the appointment of Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett, who was originally nominated
to rank from Oct. 4, 1862, not confirmed, again nominated from the same
date, but finally confirmed as of March SO, 1864.-ALS, ibid. On June 27,
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade endorsed this letter. "Respectfully forwarded
concurring in all that Genl. Warren says. Genl. Bartletts case I consider
extremely hard and simple justice, independantly of the "alue of his services in the present campaign, require the injustice done to Genl. Bartlett
should be corrected if practicable."-AES, ibid. No action followed.
1864, JuNE 28. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded with the
recommendation that Col. C. J. Paine be appointed a Brigadier Gen. to
command Colored Troops. We are much in want of suitable commanders
for this class of troops and Gen. Butler, who is personally acquainted with
the services of this officer believes him eminently qualified for such command.1'-AES, DNA, RG 94,ACP, 563P CB 1864. Written on a letter of
the same day from Maj. Gen. Benjamin F . Butler to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton recommending Col. Charles J . Paine, 2nd La., for brig. gen.
-LS, ibid. Paine was both nominated and confirmed on July 4.
1864, JUNE 28. Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers to Brig. Gen. Seth Williams. "Has the 158th Ohio one hundred day men at this place belonging
to Butlers command been relieved If not when will it probably be re-
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Jieved"-Telegram received (at 5: 00 P.M.), DNA, RO 94, War Records
OfJice, Army of the Potomac; copy, ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Unbound). On the same day, 8:00 P.M., Williams telegraphed to Bowers.
i'Colonel Gates commandu1g the Provost Guard at City Point has been
directed to relieve at once the 158th-Ohio regiment belonging to Genl. Butlers command-We were under the impression that all of General Butlers
troops at City Point had been relieved by Colonel Gates."-ALS (telegram
sent), ibid., RG 94, War Records Office, Anny of the Potomac; copy, ibid.,
RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Letters Sent. On the same day, Bowers
telegraphed to Cot John W. Shaffer, chief of staff for Maj. Gen. Benjamin
F. Butler. "Gen Meade has directed the 158th Regiment Ohio Hundred
Day Men to be relieved at once. It will await your orders in the morning"ALS (telegram sent), ibid., RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound) .
Printed as sent at 9:20 P, M. in O.R., I, xl, part 2, 484. At 10:20 P.M.,
Shaffer telegraphed to Bowers. "The 158 regt Ohio Vols is under ordets to
proceed to Norfolk immediately upon being relieved. this will give us a
Regt of drilled Cold. Troops from Norfolk"-ALS (telegram sent), DNA,
RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
1864, JuNE 29. To Abraham Lincoln. "I hope you will not send Dr Worster here with his newly invented Sandal. Our men are well and comfortably
clad and we require no new invention. Arms, and men to use them is all we
want"-Telegrams received (2), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected
(Bound); copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67.
On the same day, Lincoln had telegraphed to USG. "Dr. Worster wishes to
visit you with a view of getting your permission to introduce into the anny
'Harmon's Sandal sock' Shall I give him a pass for that object?"-ALS
(telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram
received, ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Lincoln, Works, VIl,
416. On April 13, J. Rutherford Worster wrote to Lincoln about and enclosed endorsements of the "wash-leather Sandal-Sock."-ALS, DLCRobert T. Lincoln. See Johnson, Papers, V, 101-3. On Sept. 30, Worster
arrived at City Point to promote his socks.-Register of Passes, DNA, RG
109, Union Provost Marshals' File of Papers Relating to Two or More
Civilians.
1864, JuN.E 29. To Brjg. Gen. James B. Fry. "I have this day sent to the
Military Governor of Washington George Watson, who was recently forwarded to this place with a detachment of recruits and convalescents and
beg to call your attention to his case. It appears from all the information I
can obtain that Watson is a citizen of Oxfordshire England, and came to
thls country in April to visit his son who resides in Ohio. When in New
York on his return home, he was enlisted .into our service. He is an old,
decrepit man wholly unfit for service~ and could not have passed a medical
examination"-Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters
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Sent; ibid., Letters Received. On Sept. 23, Fry wrote to USG. "I have the
honor to enclose copies of papers in the case of George Watson, who was
forwar-ded to this city by your order, with request, that. his case would be
thoroughly investigated. Private Watson was duly forwarded to N. Y. and
there was examined by the Board of Enrolment by whom he was supposed
to have been accepted as a recruit. It appears from the enclosed report of
the Surgeon of the Board, that Watson had never been before that Board
for examination, previous to that time, and the testimony goes to show, that,
some other person was fraudulently offered, under Watson's name to the
Board, was found duly fit for service and accepted. After the acceptance of
this substitute for Watson, the true Watson was put in his place, uniformed,
and sent off. Watson has been discharged from the service by order of
the Secretary of War."-LS, ibid. Accompanying papers indicate that
George Watson, a crippled sixty-nine-year-old Englishman, was kidnapped,
drugged, robbed, and enlisted in N. Y., and that another man passed th_e
medical examination.-lbid.
1864, JUNE 30. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War, with the recommendation that Company F be broken up as
requested within"-ES, DNA, RG 94, Letters Received, 4,67C 1864. Written on a letter of June 16 from Capt. Avery·B. Cain, 4th Inf., to Brig. Gen.
Lorenzo Thomas recommending that Co. F be consolidated with other cos,
of the regt. because of the small number of privates serving.-ALS, ibid.
On July 6, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck approved the request.-AES, ibid.
1864, JUNE 30-JuLY 2. USG endorsement. "Respy forwarded to the.Se<,
retary of War with the recommendation that for gaUantry on th.e field of
battle, PTivate James Coleman, Compy "F" 4th US Inf. be pardoned and
restored to duty. It occurs to me that the action of the Maj General Commanding the Dept of the East, in commuting the sentence of death to imprisonment is irregular. See accompanying order."-Copy, DLC-USG, V,
58. Written on a letter of June 24 of 2nd Lt. John R. Bothwell, Co. F, 4th
Inf., concerning Private James Coleman, sentenced by court-martial to be
shot, but th.en the sentence was commuted to hard labor at Dry Tortugas.
Bothwell recommended that "for conspicuous gallantry and actions" Coleman be pardoned and returned to his co.-lbid.; ibid., V, 48.
1864, [JUNE]. USG endorsement. "The within order complimentary to
Capt. F. R. Leib, late of the 116 Pa. Vols. is heartily endorse."-The Union
Army . . • (Madison, Wis., 1908), IX, 348. Written on an order of June l
of Col. Richard Byrnes commending Capt. Frank R. Leib for gallantry,
favorably endorsed by Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock.-lbid., pp. 347-48.
1864, Ju LY 2. USG endorsement. "Approved, and respectfully forwarded
to the Adjutant General of the Army, WashingtoJ1, D. C."-ES, DNA, RG
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94, Letters Received, 396A 1864. Written on a letter of June 14 from Capt.
Charles B. Amory to Col. Edward D. Townsend, AGO, requesting assignment as adjt. to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Div., 10th Army Corps.-LS, ibid.
The request was granted. See O.R., I, xl, part 3, 370-72, 445.
1864, J uLY 3. USG endorsement. "Cadets Adams & Merritt are hereby
relieved from duty in the field and are authorized to proceed to their homes
to take the benefit of their Cadet furloughs."-Typescript, DNA, RG 94,
ACP, A368 CB 1866. Written on a letter of June 20 from Col. Alexander
H . Bowman, USMA, to Brig. Gen. Richard Delafield requesting that Cadets Henry M. Adams and Henry A. Merritt be allowed to observe the Army
of the Potomac during their furloughs.-Typescript, ibid. On June 27, Maj.
Gen. Henry W. Halleck endorsed this letter by ordering the cadets to report: to USG foI duty.-Typescript, ibid.
1864, JuLY 3, 5:00 P .M. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler to Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock. "When at Fortress Monroe I prepared a platform car to
carry a 13 in m.ortar and also another to mount a 30 Pdr Parrot The
Mortar car worked admirably I can be used with a horizontal arehc of
fire of 70 Degrees and any elevation. It will be necessary to have the City
Point fR Road repaired to Smiths lines to use them is it repaired They
guns will be here tomorrow"-ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War
Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xi, part 2, 614. See ibid., p. 617. On July 5, Butler telegraphed to Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins. "Will you be kind enough to order
a 13 inch Mortar and Car on which it is to be fired now at City Point to be
placed on the Rail track and run out to Gen Smith Also a Car with a thirty
pounder parrott. I suppose both have arrived"-ALS (telegram sent),
DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Unbound). Printed as sent at 4~00
P.M. in 0.R., I, xl, part 3, 19. On the same day, Comstock wrote to Butler.
''The track of the rail road is now laid Gen. lngalls informs me to Gen.
Smiths lid. Qrs. & the mortar is now here ready to be sent forward. Do you
wish to have it sent to Gen. Smith?"-ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records
Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Army of the James, Unentered Papers. 0.R.,
I, xi, part S, 19. On the same day, Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel telegraphed
to Comstock. "General Butler requested Generals Ingalls and Rawlins in
two dispatches to send the mortar and Parrott gun, both on their cars, to
Genera] Smith."-lbid. On July 6, Comstock telegraphed to Weitzel. "A
mortar of Gen. Butler's is here the Qr. Mr. tells me, who wishes to know
what to do with it. I telegraphed to Gen. Butler last night asking if he
wished to have it sent to Gen. Smith but have received no reply. If the
General has no choice in reference to it, I suppose it should be sent to Gen.
Hunt Chief of Artillery for use."-ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107,
T elegrams Collected (Unbound); telegram received, ibid.
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1864, J u LY 4. USG endorsement. "Of the services of Lieut George A.
Armes, 1 cannot speak from personal knowledge, but knowing the high
and well merited standing of Maj Gen Hancock, both as a soldier and gentleman, I concur in bis commendation of bis services-"-ES, RPB. Written
to accompany a letter of Maj. Gen. Winfield S. H ancock concerning 2nd Lt.
George A. Armes, Veteran Reserve Corps.- George A. Armes, Ups and
Downs of an Army Officer (Washington, 1900), pp. 113-14. On May
30, Brig. Gen. John A. R awlins had assigned Armes to H ancock for staff
duty.-LS (facsimile), ibid., p. 89. On July 16, President Abraham Lincoln endorsed the reverse of USG's note. "Lieut. Armes wishes to be promoted to a Captaincy, and on the recommendations of Gen's Grant and
Hancock, I am certainly willing, provided there is any place to which he can
consistently be appoioted."-AES, RPB. Lincoln, Works, VII, 443-44.
1864, Ju LY 5. To Maj. Gen. Benj,amin F . Butler. "It will be necessary to
keep up the patrol between Powhattan & Jamestown I sland, for the protection of our Telegraph. I learn this morning that two & half miles of wire is
gone."-T elegram received (at 9:35 A.M.) 1 DLC-Benjamin F. Butler;
copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. O.R., I , xl,
part 3, 19.
1864, J ULY 6. USG endorsement. "Approved and respect fully forwarded."-AES, DNA, RG 94, ACP, D475 CB 1864. Written on a letter
of June 15 from 1st Lt. Patrick K. Delany, 118th N. Y., to Secretary of
War Edwin M. Stanton requesting an appointment as capt. and q. m., alr eady favorably endorsed by several officers.-ALSr ibid. Delany was so
appointed as of July 23.
1864, JULY 6. Act. Rear Admiral S. Phillips Lee, Norfolk Navy Yard,
to USG. "Lieutenant Cushing, commanding U. S. S. Monticello, made a
bold and skilful reconnoissance on the 23d ultimo, on which he was absent
two days and tw-e three nights, in the vicinity of Wilmington, and obtained
the following information, in substance from prisoners taken and from his
own observation. Three miles below Wilmington, he found the r iver obstructed by iron pointed spiles, driven in at an angle, and only to be passed
by going into the channel left open about 200 yards from a heavy battery on
the left bank. A short distance above is a 10-inch gun, navy battery, and
another line of obstructions consisting of diamond shaped crates, filled and
supported in position by two rows of spiles, the channel here being within
50 yards of the guns. A third row of obstructions and another battery com plete the defenses of the city. The river is also obstructed by spiJes at Old
Brunswick, and there is a very heavy earthwork there, From dispatches
taken from a captured courier it appeared that there are 1300 men in Fort
Fisher, its rear is protected by folll' light batteries. From provision-returns
taken, it appeared that the garrison was quite well supplied. Lieutenant
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Cushing examined the ironclad Raleigh, beached near Western Bar, and
found her, as reported, a complete wreck. The ironclad North Carolina
was in commission and anchored off the city, she is little relied on. Both
torpedoe boats were destroyed in the recent fire. Toe wooden propeller
Gaskins carrying two guns, patrols the river. I hope this information
will prove useful."-Typescript, DNA, RG 45, Area 8, Lee Papers. See
O.R. (Navy), I, x, 202-4.
1864, J ULY 6, 8:00 A.M. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler to USG. "You
spoke to me a day or two since about making Surgeon McCormick the
Director of transportation of the wounded and Director of the Medical Dept
of the Armies operating against Richmond Dr McCormic will hand you
this note and will if you wish state wherein .such centralisation of the Medical arrangements would be beneficial"-ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG
393, Dept. of Va. and N. C., Telegrams Sent (Press).
1864, J u LY 6. Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers to Maj. Gen. Benjamin F.
Butler. ''You will please order Lieut. Col. Herman Briggs, Chief Quarter
Master of the 18th Corps, now on duty at Fortress Monroe to report for
duty with his Corps on the field If you have no officer of his Department
available to relieve him of bis present duties one can be furnished you."ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound);
telegram received, ibid. O.R., I , xl, part 3, 51. On the same day, 12:20
P.M., Butler telegraphed to Bowers. -" Lt Col Biggs is so sick with a very
troublesome and dangerous disease as to be entitled to sick leave and go
home and when I saw him four days since he told me he would endeavor to
hold on where he was He cannot ride on horse back. I will send Capt. Clark
just relieved at Yorktown or the best Qr Master l have in the Corps into the
field but Col Biggs is not able to go."-ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG
107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). O.R., I, xl, part S, 5 1. See ibirl.,
p. 57.
18641 J ULY 7. To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade.. "Please authorize Gen
Pierce Birneys Divi,sion to come into City Point today his sister Mrs Grant
is here &will spend the day only"-Telegram received (at 9:15 A.M.),
DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac.
1864, JULY 9.

USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the Secre-

tary of War for his action-"-ES, DNA, RG 107, Letters Received from
Bureaus. Written on a letter of March 30 from William S. Hawkins,
Gloucester County, Va., to Capt. James E. Fleming, provost marshal, concernjng the burning of fence rails on his farm and the seizure of corn and
other supplies by troops of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick.-ALS, ibid. In
the months between the writing of the letter and USG's endorsement; other
endorsements and attachments had been added which tended to support the
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allegations but noted that the officer who should have given receipts had
since beencaptured.-lbid.
1864, JULY 9. USG endorsement. "Rei:ipy. forwarded to the Secretary of
War, with the request that when Captain Martins' Battery can be spared,
it be ordered to report to General Sheridan, to take the place of Company
"K" 1st U.S. Artillery ordered to Washington to refit."-Copies, DLC·
USG, V, 58; DLC-Philip H. Sheridan. Written on a letter of Maj. Gen.
Philip I-I. Sheridan requesting a battery.-lbid.
1864, Ju LY 10. Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside to USG. "Have you any
news from the North that is proper to Communicate"-TelegTam received,
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
1864, JuLY 12. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded to the .Secretary of War and recommended that the resignation of Gen'l. Smith be
speedily accepted, as this is the third titne he has tendered it."-ES, DNA,
RG 94, ACP, SlOll CB 1863. Written on a letter of June 30 from Brig.
Gen. William Sooy Smith, Nashville, to Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton tendering his resignatioI1,-ALS, ibid.
1864, JuLY 12. To Maj. Gen.. Henry W. Halleck. "The Chief Quartermaster 15th Army Corps having resigned, l most heartily approve of the
appointment of Cap't. Greenberry L. Fort to fill the vacancy. Capt Fort has
proven himself one of the purest and most efficient Officers in his Dept.
serving in the West"-Telegram, copies, DLC-OSG, V 1 45, 59, 67; DNA,
RG 108, Letters Sent.
1864, Ju LY 12. USG endorsement. "Respy returned, approved with the
.recommendation that the detail asked for by Governor Seymolll' be made."Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. On June 29, Governor Horatio Seymour of N. Y.
wrote a letter requesting that Maj. Frederick Shonnard, 6th N. Y. A.rt., be
assigned to the governor's staff, and on July 9, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck endorsed this letter. "respectfully referred to Lieut Genl Grant for his
action. Maj Shonnard is it is understood a nephew of Gov Seymour, and the
duties to be performed State and not Unjted States."-Copies, ibid.; DNA,
RG 108, Register of Letters Received. Shonnard was so assigned.
1864, JULY 12. USG endorsement. "Respectfully refered to Maj. Gen.
Butler."-AES, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Written on a letter of
July 2 from Private Charles Donelly, Co. B, 2nd N. H., Camp Hamilton
Military Prison, to USG. "Myself and fellow prisoners hope that by ad•
dressing you at atime when you accomplished one of the greatest victories
that the Union has yet witnessed your heart may be inclined to greater
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leniency towards the humble soldiers who by their ready sacrifice of home
comforts have joined you and our other great Generals in carrying out the
wisbes of the nation. There are in this Military Prison some fifty or sixty
soldiers who, like myself, have been Kept in dreary confinement for the
most trivial offences; some for the too common offense of getting on a spree,
and others for perhaps a hasty word to an officer, and others a.g ain for a
desertion of a few hours: most of them petty crimes which if the Authorities
had the time to enquire into would have discharged long ago. The earnest
desire of myself and all these men is to be allowed to rejoin our respective
regiments and to share in the laurels which the Army has been gathering
under your command. Hoping that you will give your favorable notice"ALS, ibid. An. endorsement states that DoneJiy had been returned to duty
on July 10. On July 12, USG wrote an identical endorsement on a letter of
June 27 from Private J. W. Gilson, Co. F, 17th Mass., "Hard Labor Prisoni" Norfolk, to USG complaining that soldiers were treated like convicts. -AL$, ibid. Attachments state that Gilson, sentenced to be shot for
desertion, had his sentence commuted to imprisonment during the war.Ibid.
1864, J ULY 12. To J. F. Callan. "The republication of the laws passed
by Congress touching our Military organization, proposed by you, cannot
prove otherwise than beneficial to the semce and will be a source of satisfaction to thousands of others feeling an interest in studying such matters."
-ALS, Automatic Retailers of America Historical Foundation, Philadelphia, Pa.
1864, JutY 12. Col. James A. Hardie to USG. "It appearing that the
Senate at their late Session reiled t& adjourned without Confirming the appointment of Brig. Genl. James H. Wilson, U.S. Vols.-The Secretary of
War directs me to inform you that a new letter of appointment has this day
been issued for that officer, with original date of rank, ( October 30, 1863.)
which will be forwarded you by mail."-LS (telegram. sent), DNA, RG
101, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegram received, ibid., RG 107,
Telegrams Collected (Unbound); ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R.,
I, xl, part 3, 176.
1864, JULY 13, T p Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton. "l:lerewith I
enclose to You Special Order appointing Capt. Henry Page A. Q. M. as
Acting Chief Quartermaster of the Cavalry Corps Army of the Potomac. I
would respectfully recommend that he be appointed Lieut. Col. and Chief
Quartermaster of that Corps, to rank as such from the date of the Order,
July 11th. 1864. He has been recommended for the position by Gen. Sheridan and approved by Gen. lngalls.11-LS, DNA, RG 94,. ACP, Pl39 CB
1869. Capt. Henry Page was appointed as USG requested.
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1864, JULY 14. Isaac F. Quinby, Rochester, N. Y., to USG. "Mr. Geo.
Wm. Brown is an applicant for the appointment of Asst. Quarter Master
U.S. Vols. and I take pleasure in saying that I believe he possesses qualific-ations which peculiarly fit him for such appointment. He is wel1 educated,
honest, and of a temperament which prompts to constant physical and
mental activity. He served for several months as clerk in the Q'r Master's
office at Memphis and is familiar with most of the vaded duties that the
appointment he seeks would devolve upon him. In the belief that he would
prove a competent and faithful officer of the Gov't, 1 would respectfully
recommend him for the appointment."- Copy, DNA, RG 94, ACP, B1572
CB 1864. Enclosed in a letter of Nov. 28 from George William Brown,
New Orleans, to Col. Edward D. Townsend asking if USG had endorsed
the original letter.-ALS, ibid. Brown received no appointment.
1864, Ju LY 16, 10:00 P.M. Maj. Gen. George G. Meade to USG~ "I forward you a Elespalcli report just received from the Chief of Artillery giving
the time it will take to remove the siege guns & materials, in case a sudden
withdrawal of the army, should become necessary, after the siege operations
have been entered upon. In compliance with you wishes preparations have
been continued for commencing the siege-batteries have are being erected
for placing guns & mortars in position to silence the enemys fire at the
salient on the Jerusalem plank road
The Chief Engineer~ estimates it
will take eight days to finish these works & have them ready for their armament-The chief of artillery will require three days to unload the vessels
now containing the siege guns, mortars &materials.-In case of witbdrawa1
besides the three days indicated in his report for withdrawing these gunsif r eloaded at the landing where the vessels now are Broadway landing it
would require three additional days, but if they are carried to City Point 8t
there reshipped this last element would not entel' into the calculations.-!
have deemed it proper to lay these facts before you as they may be ma•
terial to you, in your futUl'e plans, and to say that I have directed the siege
works to go on & in the course of three or four days shall commence the un
loading of the guns & materials.-The mine will be ready in a day or two,
but will not be loaded or sprung till the effect of our operations against the
salient is ascertained."-ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of
the Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; telegram received, ibid., RG
108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xl, part 3 1 276-77. The enclosure .is ibid.,
p. 277.
4

1864, J ULY 18. To C.S.A. Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett. 'We are sending congratulations to you, to the young mother and the young recruit."Arthur Crew Inman, ed., Soldier of the Sot1th: General Pickett's War Letters to liis Wife (Boston and New York, 1928), p. 112. This Jetter congratulating Pickett on the birth of a son was also signed by Brig. Gen.
Rufus Ingalls and Surgeon George Suckley.
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1864, J ULY 18. Maj. Gen. George G. Meade to "Genl.," presumably
USG. ''I enclose you a note from the Prov. Mar. Genl-of this army-Do
you know any thing of these cases?-My impression is that Capt. Parker in
the kindness of his heart & in ignorance of my orders, has given these passes
probably without referring to you. I have been very strict in requiring
compliance with the order prohibiting officers wives from visiting their bus•
bands in carnpp, and only recently compelled compliance on the part of a
Di'Vn. Comdr. Ladies connected with the Sanitary & Christian Commissions
or State Societies are permitted to reside where the the General hospitals
are, but are not permitted to come to the front, or be in the camps where the
troops are.-If I am right in my surmise that these cases have not been
brought to your notice, may I ask that these officers be required to comply
with ex,istiag orders, as soon as convenient or if it is your wish exceptions
should be made in their cases that I may be notified in future when such
exceptions are made so that the necessary instructions can be given to my
subordinates-"-ALS, James S. Schoff, New York, N. Y. On July 20,
Capt. Ely S. Parker endorsed this letter. "Respectfully returned. There was
that in the case of each of these Ladies, that seemed to justify the permi,ssion
,given them, especially while the Commands to which their husbands belong remained in Camp, where they then were, and still are. You are au•
thorized however, when these Commands move, to notify these Officers,
that the permission for their wives to remain with them in camp, is termin-ated."- ES, ibid.
1864, Ju LY 18. Mrs. E. M. Danforth to USG. "A lady friend and myself
on the 16th were ushered into your lines by your pickets in order to search
for subsistence, as all we have has been destroyed by your army, and are
still detained without any real cause, consequently I in1plore you as chief
commander to release us forthwith, as each of us has little children that are
suffering for our lone attention. vVe are at a lady's house who has no means,
and we are very dissatisfied, as we are not able to compensate her for her
kindness. Your immediate attention to this will be considered by us one of
the kindest acts of humanity."-O.R., I , xl, part 3, 326. Enclosed in a letter
of the same day from Col. Thomas C. Devin, 2nd Brigade, 1st Cav. Div., to
Maj. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys discussing the matter.-lbid.
1864, JuLY 20. To Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside. ''Yes!"-Telegram,
copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On the
same day, Burnside received permission from hd. qrs., Army of the Potoniac,
to visit City Point.-O.R., I, xl, part 3, 352.
1864, JULY 20. To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "Capt. A. J. Hall 1st
Mich Sharp shooters who has been on leave of absence for the purpose of
bringing into service some good riflemen sends in his resignation for the
purpose of going to Michigan again to bring into service a new organiza-
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tion I ~ave given him authority to take the morning boat by sending in
his resignation to go through the proper channel to you Please accept it
when it reaches"-Telegram received, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office,
Army of the Potomac; copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67; (2) Meade.Papers, PHi.
1864, JULY 20. Lt. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock to Brig. Gen. Henry W.
Benham. "Lt. Gen. Grant desires that you detail a proper officer and a squad
of men to repair the defenses at City Point, especially the small redoubt and
the infantry parapet in its vicinity, completing their revetments. The
Comdg Officer at this post wiU furnish you with a working party in addition to your own, on your requisition."-ALS, DNA, RG 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac. O.R., I, xl, part 3, 347-4,8.
1864, JULY 21. To Jennette Rober tson. "Your letter of the 20 inst. accompanying a beautiful smoking cap and slippers, the work of fair hands
generously donated for the wounded and sick soldiers, and presented to
me by over-partial subscribers, is received. I do not know that your fair was
for the benefit of the soldiers, but suppose it was; but it was either that or
the Church; in either case the cause was good. Your present was duly appreciated, and will not be worn earlier than the time prescribed in your
note."-Amanda Lowman Bartholomew, "A Memory of J ennette Robertson Higley,n Iowa Historical Record,,}...'lII, 4 (Oct., 1897), 150~51. Sent
after persons attending a P11esbyterian fair for the benefit of sick and
wounded soldiers voted USG the most popular gen., the package included
a note stating that the cap and slippers were not to be worn until Richmond
had Iallen.-lbid., p. 150.
1864, Ju LY 21. Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls, City Point, to Brig. Gen.. John
A. Rawlins. "Since the navigation of this river ts constantly liable to interruption by Rebel Batteries, which, under cover of darkness or woods, can
approach its banks at points favorable for firing upon our transports, I
would suggest that the Naval Commander be requested to have the river
patrolled oftep.er by bis Gun Boats between Harrison's Bar and the mouth
of the Chickahominy. These boats can prevent the Batteries being estab.
lished, which will be of greater service than the driving of them away after
they have fired upon unarmed vessels laden with troops and supplies. Many
of the buoys have been destroyed and displaced. The channel should be well
marked. I have the honor to represent that the 'Light Boat' has been removed from Cedar Point on the Potomac River. Our transports bound up
and down now have to anchor frequently in that vicinity when they ap•
proach .it in night time. A Light Boat should be reestablished there, and the
channel of that river as well as thls should be better marked."-LS, DNA,
RG 108, Letters Received.
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1864, JtJLY 21. Capt. Alexander B. Sharpe, City Point, to USG discussing cases of improper conduct by enrolling officers in western Pa.-ALS,
DNA, RG 108, Letters Received.
1864, JULY [22-25]. USG endorsement. "Respy. forwarded to the surgeon General U. S. A. and recommendations of General Meade approved"
-Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. Written on a letter, received July 3, from Asst.
Surgeon George E. A. Winans, correspondent for the London [Canada]
Free Press, asking an interview with USG. The letter was referred to Maj.
Gen. George G. Meade, who endorsed it on July 19. "respectfully returned
to Head Q,rs. Armies U. S. It appears that Dr G. E. A. Winans is in the
employ of the Government as a contract physician. I am not aware, whether
according to the terms of his employment or under the practice Dr Winans
is authorized to wear a uniform. As Dr Winans is simply employed by the
Surgeon General; I recommend that the within communication be forwarded
to the Surgeon General, with the request that Dt Winans be discharged
from the public service"-Copy, ibid. Born in Galena but taken to Canada
when a child, Winans was a physician and promising poet who died in 1865
at the age of twenty-two. According to his letters, Winans interviewed USG
twice, the second time on July 4.-C. VanDusen, The Prodigy (Toronto,
1870),pp. 114,120.
1864, JULY 22. To Philip B. Fouke. "I have examined the common, or
wedge, tent pattented by R. B. Cullan Esq. and also one variety of his
shelter tent. His improvement seems to be particularly in securing ventilation which has proven to be highly essential in crowded tents. This he has
done admirably.-! have no doubt but this improvement should be taken
advantage of in future purchases of tents to supply the Arrny."-ALS,
DLC-USG, I, B. See telegram to Col. Philip B. Fouke, March 11, 1862.
1864, JULY 2S. 'fo Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler. "Sec. Seward, son
and daughter are here. Will leave bere at 1.30 p. m. for Point of Rocks
and will be pleased to see you at the landing. As Mr. Seward leaves to-day
in time to get through difficult navigation before dark be will not be able
to visit you at your Hd Qrs."-ALS (telegram sent), Paul L. Rude, Ridgewood, N. J.; telegram received, DNA, RG 393, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Telegrams Received. On the same day, USG wrote to Butler. "Secretary
Seward and party have just left here for Point of Rocks on boat City of
Hudson."-O.R., I, xi, part 3, 415.
1864, JuLY 24, 11:00 A.M", To Asst. Secretary of War Charles A. Dana.
"I have no objection to the order prohibiting arms going into Ky. being relaxed so far as to allow the Gov. of the State to receive arms."-ALS (telegram sent), OClWHi; telegram received (at 6:00 P.M.), DNA, RG 107,
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Telegrams Collected (Bound). O.R., 1, 100tlx, part 2, 202. On July 23,
3:00 P.M., Dana telegraphed to USG. "Gov. Bramlette ef Ke!!tueky applies
to have an order issued in compliance with your request prohibiting the
sending of arms into Kentucky, relaxed so far as to allow the state authorities to receive arms the for which they have made contracts & which ha¥ed
been partially supplied previous to the order He ooy,s The arms are mostly
Ballard rifles, and as he says are intended exclusively for Kentucky troops
now serving under Gen Burbridge. Ought they to be allowed to go forward"
-ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 107, T elegrams Collected (Bound);
telegram received, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xxxix., part 2,
200.
1864, J uLY 25. USG endorsement. "Respectfully forwarded, and the
within list of recommendations approved-"-ES, DNA, 1lG 94, ACP,
Ql61 CB 1864. Written on a letter of the same date from Brig. Gen. Rufus
Ingalls to Brig. Gen. John A. 'Rawlins. "I have the honor of transmitting
herewith, in addition to those enclosed in my communication of the 21st
inst. the recommendations for the appointment of the Division QrMasters
of the 10th & 18th Anny Corps, with the rank of Major, under the recent
Act of Congress. I have to request, that the Lt. Genl. Commdg, the Armies,
will consider them favorably and have them returned to me, to be forwarded
to the QrMaster Genl. for reference to the War Department."-ALS, ibid.
1864, JuLY 25. T o Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. "I did not see the individual calling himself Robert W. Fowlke, but saw the Card which I take
to he in the genuine hand writing of the President. I send you ag similar
card from the President which I know to be genuine, with which you can
compare the one held by Fowlke. You escercise your own Judgment about
lettiog Mr. J". go through, however even if his pass is all right, I think it
will be better to detain him at all events until after the present movements
are over."-Copies (2), Meade Papers, PHi. On the same day, 10:25 A.M,,
Meade had telegraphed to USG. "An individual calling himself Robert W.
FouJke has presented himself here with ,a pass written on a visiting card &
signed A. Lincoln authorising his passing our lines into Nottoway Co. Va.He states he called at your lJd. Qrs, and was there by some officer referred
to me-As this proceeding is irregular, and I have no means of either testing
the signature of the President or indentyfing the individual bearing it., I
shall not allow bim to cross the lines without your order to that effect.-~ALS (telegram sent), DNA, RG 393, Army of the Potomac, Miscellaneous
Letters Received; copy, ibid., Letters Sent.
1864, Ju LY 25. Special Orders No. 66, Armies of the U.S. "The Ordnance Depot at Bermuda Hundred will be broken up and the Ordnance and
Ordnance Stores turned O';'er to Lieut. Morris Shaff, Depot Ordnance Officer at City Point Va. Until further orders all Ordnance & Ordnance Stores
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required by the Troops operating against Richmond will be drawn from
the Ordnance Depot at City Point, upon requisitions approved by the Chief
of Ordnance of the Army or Department, in which the troops are serving"Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 67. O.R., I,~. part S, 439.
1864, J u.1,Y 26. Maj. Gen. Edward 0. C. Ord to USG. "My Corps Quarter
Master, Col. Howard, has been taken by Gen. B\ltler. The ne1,.'t senior is
reported as not fit. Can you send me a good one vice Howard."-ALS ( telegram sent), DNA, RG 94, War R ecords Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers.
1864, Jul..Y 26. Capt. Ely S. Parker to Bvt. Lt. Col. James L. Donaldson.
''Your communication of the 17th inst, with enclosure has been received, and
forwarded to the Secty. of War with the following endorsement: 'I can
bear testimony to the zeal, integrity and efficiency of Col. Donaldson as
Quartermaster, He is deserving of promotion and I most heartily endorse
the within recotnmendation. (sgd) US GRANT Lt Gen."-Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent.
1864, Ju LY 27, 12:40 P.M. President Abraham Lincoln to USG. "Please
have a Surgeons examination of Cornelius Lee Comyges in Co. A. 183rd
Vols. made on the questions of general health and sanity."-ALS (telegram
sent), DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); telegrams received
(;2), ibid., Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Lincoln, Works, Vll, 465,
1864, JULY 28. "Scout Plew" t o USG. "Eatly on Wednesday the 20th
instant at Leesburg-He is waiting in tbe Valley above Snickners Gap to
secure the CTops to send down to Richmond by the way of Lynchburgwith the Stores and plunder they captured in Maryland & Pennsylvania
Genl Hampton is now with Early or in that vicinity of countty-Genl Early
has bad no reenforcements from Richmond that I can learn of. His force
consists of about thirty thousand (30 000) str.ong"-ALS (telegram se:nt) •
DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound).
1864, JULY 30. To Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, "Maj Allen Pay master
is here with funds to pay the 3d N. Y batty & battery E 1st R I arty are
they where they can be paid if the maj Goes out both these batteries be-•
long to the 6th Corps but have been left back"-Telegram received (at
2:00 P.M.), DNA, RO 94, War Records Office, Army of the Potomac;
copies, ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 61. On the same
day, 2:00 P.M., Meade telegraphed to USG. ''It appears to be impracticable
for Major Allen to pay batteries the 3d New York battery-and battery E.
1st Rhode Island Artillery to day, as I learn that one or both of the batteries
are in position-If the Major will will come out to-morrow morning and
learn from the Genl. Hunt Chief of Artilly the location of the batteries no
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doubt he can then.pay them,"-Df (telegram sent), DNA, RG !39!3, Army
oft-h e Potomac, Miscellaneous Letters Received; copies, ibid., Lette.r s Sent;
Meade Papers, PHi.
1864, [JULY Sl]. Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler to USG. "I take leave
to forward to Lt Gen Grant this report which shows that 60 men and a little
gun boat went by water within 20 miles of the Weldon Road. This will do
good as it will lead the enemy to think that any other expedition is only a
cotton raid"-AES, DNA, :RG 108, Letters Received. O.R., I, xi, part 1,
822. Written on a report of July !31 of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer of an
expedition from New Berne to Manning1s Neck, N. C.-LS, DNA, RG 108,
Letters Received. O.R., 11 xi, part 1, 821-22.
1864, JULY Sl. Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel to Lt. Col. Cyrus B . Com•
stock. "Pleas send any orders in reguards to the line of the 18 A. C. to Capt
Farquhar-As I leave here tomorrow on account of ill health-"-ALS
(telegram sent), DNA,RG 94, War Records Office, Dept. of Va. and N. C.,
Army of the James, Unentered Papers. O.R., I, xl, part S, 711.
1864, Aue. 1, 10:S0 A.M. To Secretary of War 'Edwin M. Stanton.
"Your dispatch to Secretary Dana inquiring if rebel women can be sent from
New York this way is received. Let them come-"-Telegram received (at
10: 15 P.M.), DNA, :RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Bound); copies, ibid.,
Telegrams Received in Cipher; ibid., RG 108, Letters Sent; DLC-USG, V,
45, 59, 67.
1864, Aue. l. To Governor J. Gregory Smith of Vt. "I have the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your communication of date 20th ult. in relation
to the Vermont Brigade and to say to you in reply, that there is no present
intention to, or probable necessity for moving this Brigade from the vicinity
of Washington. No positive promise to continue it there, can however, be
made, as troops must go where the exigencies of the service require."Copies, DLC-USG, V, 45, 59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. On July
20, Smith wrote to USG. "I have the honor respectfully to request, that the
1st Vermont Brigade, now serving in the defence of Washington, may be
permitted to remain there for the present, in the event it should be deemed
necessary to assign any troops for that purpose, I am induced to ask this
courtesy, from the fact that our Brigade has seen very hard service, and
lost over two thousand men, in the recent campaign, and, while they are
ever willing to do thh-e duty faithfully and cheerfully, in any position that
may be assigned them, still the rest would doubtless by grateful to them,
and both the troops and the state would accept it as a just recognition of the
gallant services which they have rendered. Will you be pleased to consider
the matter and if consistent, grant the request."-ALS, ibid., Letters .Received. See O.R., ID, iv, SS0-!31.
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1864, Aue. 1. Capt. Henry C. Robinett, Wilmington, Del., to USG. "I
have while here, detached from my regiment on Recruiting Service, received a Commission of Captain & Aide-de-Camp. No Orders were sent with
my Commission. Subsequent to the receipt of it 1 was relieved from duty on
Recruiting Service; but again 'no Orders' to report to any person or place
reached me. I am extremely anxious, General, to be on duty in the field! I
should be delighted to serve again under the eye of 'Our Old Commander'
as it was my good fortune to do in the West,-particularly at Vicksburg! ! !
Could you not assign me to duty, General, according to my rank as Capt &
A. D. C, near yourself? If so r shall endeavor to justify the bestowal of the
favor as I did the first you granted at Millikens Bend, La. in April 1863. I
hope sincerely my request~ may meet with a favorable consideration,
General, at your bands, for I am so weary of, and dissatisfied with my present inactivity. Please excuse the presumption (if it seem such to you) displayed in asking this favor, for my eagerness to see another siege like Vicksburg re-enacted and to be serving with you has prompted it. My Commission was forwarded to me from the War Department 2nd of April through
Gen. McClerland; it may be he should have sent me orders, but he did not.
He is, I learn, absent from his command in a very critical state of health.
e.tm .•• P. S. Direct any communication for me to Wilmington, Del."ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. On Sept. 15, Capt. George K. Leet
issued Special Orders No. 94 assigning Robinett to duty on the staff of
USG.-Copies, DLC-USG, V, 57, 62, 69. O.R., I, xlii, part 2,831.
Robinett served on USG's staff through the close of the war, then returned to the 1st Inf. By General Court Martial Orders No. 12, Dept. of the
Gulf, Dec. 29, 1865, Robinett was dismissed from service following a disorderly scene in a saloon.-Copy (printed), DNA, RG 94, ACP, R816 CB
1865. On Jan. 18, 1866, Asst. Surgeon Charles B. White, New Orleans,
wrote to Bvt. Brig. Gen. Cyrus B. Comstock stating bis belief that Robinett
had a.cted as he did because of the head wound he had received at Corinth in
1862.-ALS, ibid., RG 108, Letters Received. By General Court Martial
Orders No. 119, April 24, upon USG's recommendation, Robinett was restored to duty.-Copy (printed), ibid., RG 94, ACP, Rl 78 CB 1866. In
1867, Robinett submitted papers to a retiring board asserting that he was
incapacitated by his wound from active service; the board ruled against
him.-lbid., Letters Received, 270R 1867. He died on April 22, 1868.
1864, Aue. 2. To Col. John T. Sprague, N. Y. AG. "I have the honor to
acknowledge the reciept of your letter of date 24th ultimo requesting me to
name an Officer of the regular service suitable to take Command of the 22nd
Regt. New. York Vol. Cavalry. I would respectfully recommend Capt. M. A.
Reno 1st U.S. Cavalry, as an Officer of experience and ability in the Cavalry
Arm of the service, and one whom I believe would give entire satisfaction
as the Commanding officer of a Cavalry Regiment. Capt Reno is at present
serving on the Staff of Maj. Gen. P. H Sheridan Comd'g Cavalry Corps
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where any communication would reach him"-Copies, DLCUSG, V, 45,
59, 67; DNA, RG 108, Letters Sent. Capt. Marcus A. Reno did not receive

the appointment.
1864, Aue. 2. Harriet F. L. Gibson, Cleveland, Tenn., to USG. "I came
here with permission of Gen] Sherman and Schofield. my husband informs
me that Genl Steedman comdg this District has ordered him to encamp with
the small portion of his regiment here and that he intends to order all Officers families out of the District my husbands Command extends over
three Railroads from this point & be was ordered by Gen! Schofield to establish headquarters here fast spring you promised to grant me a favor will
you now give me permission to remain here as the army is my only home"T elegram received, DNA, RG 107, Telegrams Collected (Unbound). Mrs.
Gibson's husband, Col. Horatio G. Gibson, 2nd Ohio Heavy Art., com•
manded at Cleveland. On Aug. 12, Lt. Col. Theodore S. Bowers telegraphed
to Mrs.. Gibson. "You have permission to remain with the Army in Tennessee."-ALS (telegram sent), ibid.
1864, Aue. 8. J. H. Schenck, City Point, to USG complaining of ill
treatment on the steamboat Dictator.-ALS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. On Aug. 14, Col. Theodore B. Gates wrote to Capt. Philip Schuyler,
Jr., adjt. for Brig. Gen. Marsena R. Patrick, denouncing Schenck's arrogant conduct on the voyage to City Point.-ALS, ibid. See Schenck to
President Abraham Lincoln, Jan. 16 1 DLC-Robert T. Lincoln.
1864, Aue. 9. USG endorsement. "Respectfully returned to the Secretary
of War. Col. C. P. Stone, will report at the expiration of his leave to Maj.
Gen. G. K Warren Comd'g 5th corps Anny of the Potomac."-ES, DNA,
RG 94, Letters Received, 1356S 1864. Written on a letter of July 29 from
Col. Charles P. Stone, 14th Inf., Southborough, Mass., to Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas asking where he should report when his leave expired.-LS,
ibid. See O.R., I, xiii, part 2, 95, 143.
1864, Aue. 10. USG endorsement. "Respectfully returned. I do not approve of the plan or policy within proposed."-ES, DNA, RG 94, Letters
Received, 1564S 1864. Written on a letter of July 20 from Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. 'INashbum, Memphis, to Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton
proposing to forbid sales of cotton except to the U.S. government.~LS, ibid.
1864, Aue. 11. USG endorsement. "Respectfully returned to the Secre•
tary of War, and special attention invited to the enclosed report. From an
examination of the papers in the case, it appears, that Col. Armstrong has
grossly misrepresented the condition of bis Command, in his communication
to the President, having falsified bis own reports, in his subsequent state-
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ment. I would therefore recommend, that he be dishonorably dismissed the
service"-ES, DNA, RG 94, Vol. Service Div., A727 (VS) 1864. Written
on a letter of July 19 from Col. James B. Armstrong, 134th Ohio, ''Near
Bermuda Hundred," to President Abraham Lincoln. ''I send, by the hands
of a friend, a statement herewith, which is meant as an appeal to you, the
highest authority in the Land, in behalf of my "Brigade of Ohio Hundred
(100) days men. For obvious reasons this appeal is made directly to your
Excellency; though I am aware it is unmilitary-but the excuse must be the
urgent nature of the case, which will allow me to claim, in behalf of this
command, the special notice of the Executive more as a Citizen than as a
Soldier, because of the following reasons. This is the only Brigade of this
class of troops so near the front. The unusual nature of our fatigue duties
has born so heavily upon our unseasoned men, together with the climate,
that, unless we are relieved, I have reason to fear our numbers will be so
diminished by disease and death as not even to leave skeleton Regiments to
take home the middle of August. Not counting casualitis, and deaths by
disease, I have the honor to submit the enclosed copy of yesterdays report
of the strength of the 130th 132d 134th & 142d O. V. I. of thls Brigade,
with the further remark that the daily list is increasing 40 to 50 men per
diem without adequate Hospital accommodations."-ALS, ibid. On July
25, Lincoln endorsed thls letter. "Submitted to the Sec. of War.''-AES,
ibid. On Aug. 10, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler wrote to Lt. Col. Theodore
S. Bowers denying charges made by Armstrong.-Private and Official Correspondence of Gen. Benjamin F. Butler (n.p., 1917) 1 V, 30-31.
1864, AIJG. 11. USG endorsement. "respectfully submitted to the B on.
Sec. of State. I can not call to mind the discharged soldier who writes the
within but have no doubt he correctly states his services and the manner of
his discharge."-AES, DNA, RG 59, Letters of Application and Recommendation, Lincoln and Johnson Administrations, Thomas P. Orwin. On
July 6, Thomas P . Orwin, U.S. Consulate, Newcastle on Tyne, wrote to
USG. ''You will I am sure be any thing but unkind to the wow,ded of Fort
Donaldson, and as I was one of the S 1st you will know how we suffered. I
was wounded in the head, and six months after discharged at St Louis Mo.
I was clerk or Secy at Logans head quarters and have often been in your
office ( at Cario) on the Levy, but General you time is precious and I will ask
out right but respectfully for what I want a favour you can very soon do.
there is a vacent consulate at Sonneburg in Germany, and if you will commw1icate to Mr. Seward approvingly I am sure I will get it. Brig General
Logan will tell you who and what I am or Mrs. Logan or the McCooks. if
the Judge had lived I should have had a freind in Washington but alas he is
dead, General I was at Belmont and was wounded at Fort H enry and
Donaldson and I love my Country and am no in Civil Service as Vice
Counsul at New castle If you will help me by just saying a word to the
Secy of State, Oh I shall be so grateful beleive me11-ALS, ibid.
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1864, Aue. 11. USG to an unidentified person. "The hats sent by you
to my address have reached. The larger of the two, the felt is just the size
I need. I am under many obligations for your kind consideration."-Typescript, Grant Family P apers, USGA.
1864, Aue. 12. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton to USG. "I transmit
to you a: correspondence of line officers of your command with Mr. Harris, a
Senator from New York, in regard to the detail of officers on recruiting
duty. Much annoyance is occasioned to this Department by military officers
irregularly addressing members of Congress, and ei other Departments of
the Government at la-Fge, in regard to military affairs. It is an evil which no
one can better understand than yourself, and for which you can apply the
best corrective. You are aware that it is no uncommon practice for officers
to ti:9e solicit political & personal influence to get themselves detached from
service or relieved from duty in the field; and I regret to say that in this instance it has been countenanced by General Officers. Besides the pertinacious
applications which are thus pressed upon the Department, to the delay of
its legitimate business, other embarrassments arise from conflicts with the
views of commanding officers. You will observe, by a copy of the letter of
General Meade, that, while he discountenances the detailing of officers from
the field for recruiting service, his subordinates have appealed to the personal influence of a distinguished Senator to accomplish that very object.
This is only one of many e¥i!s instances that occur almost daily from this
irregularity, and which it is difficult to resist when such influences are encouraged and promoted by General Officers in the army. The efforts of this
Department have proved unavailing to break up the practice, and I do not
l--now that you can check or restrain it. The subject1 however, is submitted
to your consideration for such remedy as you may advise, or see proper to
adopt."-LS, DNA, RG 108, Letters Received. Stanton enclosed a copy of
an endorsement by Maj. Gen. George G. Meade disapproving detachments
for recruiting, and copies of letters to U.S. Senator Ira Harris of N. Y. from
Capt. Henry Grinton, 2nd N. Y. Cav. (Harris Light Cav.), Brig. Gen.
John B.. McIntosh, Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson, and Lucien Birdseye, New
York City (uncle of 1st Lt. Mortimer B. Birdseye, 2nd N. Y. Cav.), all requesting detachment of recruiting parties for the 2nd N. Y. Cav.-Copies,
ibid.

1864, Aue. 13. To commanding officer, Fort Monroe. "Give Mrs Walker
(Mary) a pass to visit these Headquarters free on Govt service."-Copies,
DLC.USG, V, 68; (press) DNA, RG 1071 Telegrams Collected (Bound).
Dr. Mary E. Walker had recently been released from a C.S.A. prison to
which she had been taken after her capture while serving as an asst. surgeon.-Cbarles McCool Snyder, Dr. Mary Walker: The Little Lady in
Pants (New York, 1962; reprinted, New York., 1974), pp. 44-47.
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1864, Aue. 15. USG endorsement. "Respy -refered to the sec of war. It
seems to Ill6 an order should be issueed exempting deserters ( not refugees)
from the rebel army, from draft. As stated in the enclosed letter such soldiers
would run two risks, and would not do to rely on at a battle. Every soldier
who deserts from the enemy, is equal to one soldier added to our strength."
-Copy, DLC-USG, V, 58. Written on a letter of Aug. 9 of Charles Braxton
and others, Indianapolis, asking that C.S.A. deserters be exempt from the
draft.-lbid.

Index

All letters written by USG of which the text was available for use .in this volume
are indexed under the names of the recipients. The dates of these letters are included in the index as an indication of the existence of text. Abbreviations used
in the index are explained on pp. xvi-xx. Individual regts, are indexed under the
names of the states in which they originated.
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Abbot, Henry L. ( Conn. Vols.) : commands siege train, 33n, 77 and n,
78n, 106n, 128n; supplies art., 107n,
117n, 127n; assignment or, 126n,
140n, 141n, 349n-50n, 355n; recommended for promotion, 439; mentioned, 51n, 73n
Abercrombie, John J. (U.S. Army):
letter to, June 1, 1864,, 4; commands
at White House, 4 and n, 28, 29n,
76n, 77n; letter to, June 7, 1864, 28;
relieved, 29n; telegram to, June 20,
1864; 94n; attacked, 94n
Acworth, Ga., 432
Adams, Henry M. (U.S. Army), 44.3
Adams, Silas (Ky. Vols.}, 382n
Adams Express Co., 29S, 294n
Aiken House, Va., 2'16n
Alabama (C.S. Navy), 171, 172n
Alabama, 12n,217n,218n,S67n,388,
4.,27n
Alexandria, Va., 16n, 183, 229n, 358
Alger, Russell A. ( Mich. Vols.), 439
Allatoona, Ga., 7n, 264n, 432
Allen, Crawford, Jr. (R.I. Vols.), 154n
Allen, Maj. (U.S. Anny), 453-54
Allen's Bridge (Nottoway River), 149n
Alvord, Benjamin (U.S. Army), 422
and n, 423r,
Ambulances, 50n, 331n, 333, S40n,
391n, 419n
Ames, Adelbert (U.S. Army), 4n
Amory, Charles B. (U.S. Army), 443
Anderson, Richard H. (C.S. Army),
95n,203n,270n,277~,so5n
Andersonville, Ga., 382n
Andrews, Timothy P. (U.S. Army) 1
133n
Annapolis, Md., 232n
Annapolis and Elkritlge Railroad, 232n
Antietam, Md., battle of, 126n
Antietam Ford (Potomac River), 180n
Appomattox:: River (Va,) : campaigning on, 50n, 58, 61, 91, 92, 94n, 99n,
107n, l15ri, 116, 117n, 136n, 144,
145, 148n, 165n, 174n, 188n, 214n,
219n, 233, 235n, 257n, 305n, 310
and n, 334n, 341n, 37011, 373n, 388n,
406; bridge over, 94, 313, 374-75;
wharves along, 436; mentioned, 51n,
5;.!n, 62n•, 71n, 79n, 98, 102 1 158n,
,246n, 306, 340n, 346, 352n, 35511,
374n,393n

Arden, G. De Peyster (N.Y. Vols.),
409n
Arizona Territory, 125n, 425n
Arlington Heights, Va., 169
Armes, George A. (U.S. Army), 444
Armstrong, James B. (Ohio Vols.) ,
456-57
Ashby's Gap (Va.), 252n
Ashley, James M . (U.S. Representative), 252n
Atchison, Charles B. (U.S. Army),
300,301n
Atlanta, Ga.: rumors from, 180n, 181n,
249; campaign against, 255, 256,
262, 265n, 283n- 84n; C.S.A. command at, 291-92, 292n; battles at,
292, 292n-93n, 301, 302n, 32211,
345n; besieged, 367, 368n, 373n,
381n, 382n-83n,389n
Atlanta Appeal (newspaper), 373n
Augur, Christopher C, ( U.S. Army) :
defends Washington, · 177n, 221,
229n, 230n, 24,Sn, 254-ni criticized,
231n, 286n; requests art., 408n 409,
410n
'
Aug usta, Ga., 141, 142n, 292n
Automatic Retailers of America Historical Foundation, Philadelphia, Pa.:
document in, 447
Averell, William W. (U.S. Army):
campaigns in Shenandoah Valley, 34,
113n, 123, ·2S2n, 253n, 285n, 301n,
352, 359n, 360n1 380n, 394; ctiticized, 262n, 380
Ayres, Romeyn B. ( U.S. Army ) , 364n,
439
B abcock, John C. (U.S. War Dept.),
217n1 21Bn,272n,277n
Babcock, Orville E. (staff oflicer of
USG) : on USG's stafl\ 3; staff duties
of, 20n, 40n, 69111 74, 93n, 98n, 117n,
137n, 165n; ill, 226; wounded, 384
and n; recommends appointment,
399n
Badeau, Adam (staff officer of USG),
3, 8ln,226,415n
Bailey's Creek (Va.) , .5ln, 63n, 333
Baird, Sgt. (U.S. Signal Corps), 91n
Baker, Lafayette C. ( U.S. War Dept.},

85n-86n
Baltimore3 Md.: reinforced, 169, 17011,
172n, 176, 192n, 19Sn, 198 and 11,
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Baltimore, Md. (cont.)
199n, 204, 219n, 221, 222n, 229n,
238n, 243n, 253n, 26 ln; threatened,
171n, 193n, 199n, 205n, 223 and n,
228n., 230n, 231n, 232n, 239n, 241,
244n, 360n; communications with,
180n, .229n1 231n, 234n, 243n, 244n;
defenses of, 193n, 199n, 200n, 238n,
285 and n; Edward 0. C. Ord commll.llds at, 204--5, 215, 221, 22211,
229n, 230n, 240n; school of instruction at, 255, 287n; garrisoned, 273n,
286n; mentioned, 1n, 9011, 211, 21211,
.254n, 40 l n
Baltimore and Ohio R ailroad: U.S.
forces utilize, l .'>3, 170n, 243n, 244m;
threatened, 154n, 172n, 178, 193n,
230n, 244n, 261n, 286n; damaged,
193n, 229n, 232n, 240n, 243n, 250;
mentioned, 212n, 241n, 242n, 252n,
253n,256
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, Calif.: documents
in, 238, 292n, 330n, 336n ( 3), 345n,
S68n,383n,S92n,418
Bankhead, Henry C. (U.S. Army), 439
Banks, Nathaniel P. (U.S. Army), 9,
12n, 125n
Banks, 126n
Barlow, Francis C. (U.S. Anny): at
Cold Harbor, 14n; campaigns in Va.,
63n, 10811, 325n, 416n, 417n, 42711;
recommended for promotion, 438
Barnard, John G. ( U.S. Army): duties
as cbfof engineer, 30-.31, 31n, 3211,
56, 61111 91n, 101 and n , 102n, 103
and n, 185 and n, 350n; tecom.mends
promotions, 40n, 41n, 42n; assignment of, 18811, 189n, 285 and ri ,
287n; telegram to, July 22, 1864,
287n
Barnes, .Tames (U.S. Army), 121n
Barnes, Joseph K. ( U.S. Army), 230n
Barrett, J 31lles A. ( of St. Louis), 12829, 150, 278, .371
Barringer, Rufus (C.S. Army), 427-n
Bartlett, Joseph J . (U.S. Army), 439,
4,40
Bartlett, William F. (U.S. Anny),
352,1, 369, 370n
Bass, Hundy ( C.S. Army), 27n
Baton Rouge, La., lOOn, 264n
Baxter House, Va., 157n
Beasley House, Va., 50n
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Beaufort, N.C., 387n
Beauregard, Pierre G. T. (C.S. Army):
campaigns at Petersburg, 58n, 59n,
67n, 79n, 80n, 95n, 118n, 119n,
157n,203n,21Sn, 219n,2.39,257n,
2 77, 291, 310n, 322n, 353n, 370n,
388; and wounded, 84n, 370n; communicates with USG, 245
Beaver, J ames A. (Pa. Vols.), 438
Beaver Dam Station, Va., 19
Beckwith, Samuel H. (U.S. Military
T elegraph), 144n
Bell, James B. (Mass. Vols.), 270,i
Belmont, Mo., battle of, 457
Beltsville, Md., 232n, 241n
Benham, Henry W. (U.S. Anny): constructs bridges, -4.0n, 80, 83 and n,
297n, S42n, 374--75, 394n, 413n;
war services o.f, 40n-44n; at City
Point, 90n, 450
Benjamin, Samuel W. (U.S. Army),
154n
Bermuda, 433
Bermuda Hundred, Va.: troop movements at, 29n, 35, 36, S7n, 38, S9n,
57n, 61, 62 and n, 65, 741 99n, 103n,
136, 14811, 158n, 211n, 306, 310,
329n, 341n, 349n, 406-7; C.S.A.
forces at, 65, 102n, 341n, 415; as
supply depot, 90n, 436, 452-53; enil'eochments at, 188n, 289, 406; railTOad at, 2 45n-46n; wharves at, 436;
mentioned, 45, 47, 80, 81n, 98, 146,
265n,305,322,457
Berryville, Va., 289
Bethesda Church, Va., 6
Beverly, West Va., 166n
Bidwell, Daniel D. (N.Y. Vols.), 437,
4,39
Biggs, Herman (U.S. Army) : arranges
transportation, 37n, 38; letter to, June
12, 1864, 38; identified, 38n; assigned to duty, 445
Birchett House, Va., 225n
Birdseye, Lucien (of New York City),
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Birdseye, Mortimer B. (N.Y. Vols.) ,
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Birge, Henry W. (U.S. Army), S29n,
34ln,342n,349n
Birney, David B. (U.S. Army h at
Cold Harbor, 14n; campaigns al
Petersburg, 60n, 63n, 79n, 80n,
102ri, 103n, 105n, 108n, 115n; as-
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signed to duty, 287, 288n; campaigns
north of James River, 393n, 416n,
417n, 426n, 427n; ca ptures art.,
416n, 4 17n; prepares charges against
J. H. H. Ward, 431; mentioned,
336n, 340n, 367n,. 445
Birney, William (U.S. Army), 304.n,
401n
Blackwater Creek (Va,), 139n, 157ri
Bladensburg, Md., 230n, 240n
Blair, Francis P., Jr. (U.S. Army),
266n- 67n
Blair, Francis P., Sr. (adviser to Abraham Lincoln), 229n, 243n
Blair, Montgomery (U.S. Postmaster
General), 229n, 243n, 372n
Blodgett, William T. (of New York
City): letter to, Jllly 21, 1864, 29394; USG accepts sword from, 29394,, 294n,; letter to, Aug. 18, 1864,
294n
Blue Ridge Mountains (Va.), 252n,
355n
Blunt, James G. (U.S. Army), 15253, 153n,408n
Boggs, LoQisa (of St. Louis), 16, 2526, 55, 85, 97,150,189
Bolling , Robert (C.S. Army), 191n
Boonsboro, Md., 1931,
Boston ( blockade runner), 433
Boston, Mass., 10811 1 192n
Bothwell, John R. ( U.S. Army), 442
Bottom's
Bridge
( Chickahominy
River), 329
Ilowers, Theodore S. (staff officer of
USG): on USG's staff, 3; sends money
to Julia Dent Grant, 5; issues orders,
7n, 29n, 31n, 6211, 71n, 87n, 121n,
140n, 18011, 369n, 384n- 8511, 409n,
436; appointment in U'.S. Army, 2728, 28n; staff duties of, 40n, 4ln42n, 72n, 89n-90n, 12711, l30n- 3ln,
135n,136n,144n,179n,33ln,345n,
349n,350n, 355n,367n, 368n, 372,
374n, 383n, 391ti, 395n, 402n,
414n-15n,427n,431,437-38,44041, 445, 456, 457; letter to, June 24,
1864, 13011; ill, 226; and battle of
the Crater, 36311, 3647♦
Bowling Green, Ky., .292n
Bowman, Alexander H . (U.S. Army),
44.3

Boynton, Henry Van Ness (newspaper
correspondent), 207n
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Bradford, Augustus W. (Gov. of Md,).
229n
Brady, Mathew B. (photographer), 85,
85n-86n
Bragg, Braxton (C.S, Army), 28Sn
Bragg, Edward S. (Wis. Vols.), 437,
438
Bramlette, Thomas E. (Gov. of Ky.),
451-52
Brandon Court House, Va., 113n
Brandy Station, Va., 179n, 428n
Braxton, Charles (deserter), 459
Breckinridge, John C. (C.S. Army): at
Cold Harbor, 9, 217n; campaigns in
Shenandoah Valley, 66n, 67n, 153,
154n, 166 and n, 167n, 402n; attacks
Baton Rouge, 100n; campaigns in
Md., 171n, 172n, 17711, 178, 193n,
197n, 2 111 21711, 218n, 228n, 240n,
243n, 252n, 254n; reported near Ber.
mud a Hundred, 217 and n
Brent, George W. ( C.S. Army), 220n
Brevet Rank, 439,440
Bridgeport, Ala., 266n
Broadway Landing, Va., 128n, 313,
320n, 350n, 354n, 355n, 3941i, 413n,
4,48
Brooks, Edwar-d P. (Wis. Vols.), 96,
96n- 97n
Brooks, William T . H . (U.S. Army):
,assigned to command I.0th Army
Corps, 69 and n, 70n, 205, 276n;
identified, 69n; campaigns in Va.,
135n, 191n, 271n; letter to, July 6,
18641 181; promotion of, 181, 18l n82n; recommends promotion, 439,
440
Brookville, Md., 193n
Brough, John (Gov. of Ohio ) , 424
Brown, George W. (of New Orleans),
4,48
Brown, Hiram L. (Pa. Vols.), 438
Brown University, Providence, R.L:
documents in, 444 (2)
Bruch, Samuel (U.S. Army), 292n
Bruyn, Wilson {U.S. Army), 135n
Bryan, Goode (C.S. Army), 311n
Bryan, Timothy M., Jr. (Pa. Vols.),
218n
Bryant llouse, Va., 54,;
Buchanan, Franklin (C.S. Navy), 39211
Buckley, William W. (R.l. Vols.),
154n

466
Buell, Don Carlos (U.S. Army), 28
andn
Buffum, Martin P. (R.I. Vols.), 71n
Bull Run, Va,, second battle of, 270n,
423n,426n
Burbridge, Stephen G. (U.S. Army),
66n,26ln1 425n,434-35,452
Burkeville, Va,, 9611, 129, 133, 138.,
140,143
Burnside, Ambrose E. (U.$. Anny):
campaigns at Cold Harbor, 6, 7n, Sn,
9n, 14n; campaigns at Petersburg,
55n, 56, 60 and n, 63n, 73n, 79n,
105n, 112, 115 and n, 116·n , 118n,
128n, 137n-38n, 139n, 143, 144n,
15011, 154.n, 158n, 168n, 173, 17Sn,
179-n, 194n, 195n, 218, 220n, 257n,
272n, 346n-47n; letter to, June 16,
1864, 56; exchanges troops with Benjamin F. Butler, 69, 72n, 82 and n,
83n, 120n; letter to, june 28, 1864,
154n; and battle of the Crater, 168n,
174n,l88n,272n,306-7,307n,312,
320-21, 321n, 322, 322n-2Sn, 334,
3S5n, 344-n, 345-4,6, 347n, 35 ln,
353n, 36311, 364n, 370n, 414n-15n;
at battle of Fredericksburg, 253n;
telegram to, July 26, 1864, 321n;
telegram to, July 30, 1864, 346n47n; removes wounded, 353n; telegram to, Aug. 4, 1864, 364n; granted
lenve..of absence, 413-14, 414n-15n;
telegram to, Sept. 1, 1864, 414n; telegram to, Sept. 28, 1864, 4 15n; recommends appointments, 432, 435; requests news, 446; telegram to, July
20, 1864, 449; visits City Point, 449
Burton, Henry S. (U.S. Army), 126
and n, 127n, 128n, 139n, 288n
Butler, Benjamin F. (U.S. Army): provides intelligence, 12n, 28n,49n, 50n51n, 59n, 67, 69n, 89n, 91n, 99n,
107n, 113n, 132n, 135n, 13611, 144n,
171n, 174n--75n, 214 and 11, 215n,
216, 217n, 222, 223n, 228, 233,
235n, 236n, 245 and n , .255, 25111,58n, 269n., 270n, 295n, 296, 296n97n, 310, 310n-lln, 318n, 319,
319n-20n, 327n, 330n, 331n, 334,
336n-37n, 340n-4ln, 342n, 345n,
347n, 348n, 349n, 351n, 367 and n,
370n,372n,373n,384n,388n,39ln,
392n, 394, 407n, 417n, 454; reinforced, 12n, 29n, 58n-59n, 6 1-62,

Index
62n, 65n, 68 a:nd n, 72; USG directs
operation.s of, 23, 34--36, 36n, 38,
39-40,40n, 44, 45-46,46n,49,5l,
56, 57-58, 62, 74, 75-76, 77, 8081, 89, 89n-90n, 91-92, 106, 113n1
115-15, 135, 180n, 193-94, 245n46n, 247n, 248n, 269, 270-71, 27ln,
275, 282n, 289, 317-18, 328 and n,
329n,338-39,339n,340n,344,347,
348, 349n, 374-75, 374.n, 395 and
n, 394-n, 404.n, 406-7, 407n, 410,
4101~-lln, 418, 41911; q. m. of, 38n,
445, 453; moves troops across James
River, 40n; obstructs James River,
40n, 58n; supplies rations to Winfield
S. Hancock, 4 7 and n; and assault on
Petersburg, 49n-52n, 53, 54n, 57n;
attacks at Bermuda Hundred, 57n,
59n, 61n, 65, 58 and n, 69·n , 72n,
73n-74n, 76n, 132n, 134n, 223-241
2.24m, 329n, 407n; C.S.A. forces evacuate front of, 57n, 58n; sends cav.,
5711,89n, 148n,35ln,372,374n;relieves Quincy A. Gillmore, 70, 70n7 ln; and Negroes, 72n, 82, 99- 100,
100n, 119n..-22n, 282n, 354n, 405-6,
440; garrisons City Point, 72n, 107n,
441; sends gunboats, 76 and n, 237
and n; sends reinforcements, 77n, 9192, 93-94, 99n, 112 and n, 116n, 131,
15ln- 32n, 165n, 268n, 269n, 328n,
329n, SSOn, 412n; controls bridge at
Deep Bottom, 81n, 83 and n, 9ln,
98n-99n, 341n, 342-n; and art., 81n,
9811, 106n, 107n, 117 and n, 126n,
134 and n, 158n, 355n, 409n1 416n,
443; assists Julia Dent Grant, 97; informed about Abraham Lincoln's
visit, 97-98, 98n; guards telegraph
lines, ll3n, 128n, 444; quarrels with
William F. Smith, 119n-22n, 1551
162n, 163n, 165n, 433; possible removal of, 155-56, 156n, 176, 2056, 20611- lln, 234n, 252n, 255n, 2,7 5,
276n; to arrest newspaper correspon~
dent, 158, 159n, 150n; informed
about William T. Sherman, 168n69n, 56811, 383n; corps commanders
of, 181, 182n, 287-88, 288n; sends
flags of truce, 183n-84n, 191n, 275n;
forwards peace commissioners, 19ln,
215n; and USG's drinking, 207n,
209n; praises USG, 245n; and recruiting, 281, 28ln-82n; enlists prisoners,

Index
284n, 285n, 386n; officer ordered to,
304m; intercepts signals, S44n, 393n,
39411, 407n; visits USG, 356n, 388n1
395n, 407n; offers house to USG,
357n; to command army during emergency, 372, 374n; burns James Seddon's house, 372n; talces up pontoon
bridge, 394n; and wounded, 395n,
445; recommends promotion, 439,
440; deals with prisoners, 446; William H. Seward visits, 451; report•
edJy mistreats troops, 457; mentioned,
204n,232n,S43,350
-Correspondence from USG: letter to,
June 6, 1864, 23; Jetter to, June 11,
1864, 34-36; letter to, June 12,
1864, 36n; letter to, June 13,, 1864,
39-40; letter to, June 14., 1864, 4546; telegram to, June 15, 1864, 47;
letter to, June 15, 1864, 49; letter-to,
June 15, 1864, 51; telegram to, June
16, 1864, 56; telegram to, June 16,
1864, 57-58; telegram to, June 16,
1864,, 58n-59n; telegram to, June 16,
1864, 59n; telegram to, June 17,
1864, 68; telegram to, June 17, 1864,
68---09; telegram to, June 17, 1864',
70; telegram to, June 17, 1864, 72;
telegrams to, June 17, 1864 (2), 73n;
telegram to, June 18, 1864, 75-76;
telegram to, [June] 18,. 1864, 76;
telegram to, June 18, 1864, 77; telegram to, June 19, 1864, 80-81; telegrams to, June 19, 1864 (2), 81n;
telegram to, June 20, 1864, 89; telegram to, June 20, 1864, 91-92; telegram to, June 20, 1864, 91n; telegram to, June 20, 1864, 92; telegram
to, June 21, 1864, 97-98; letter to,
Jone 21 1 18641 99-100; telegram to,
June 21, 1864, 99n; telegram to, June
22, 1864, 106; telegram to, June 22,
1864, 106n; telegram to, June 22,
1864, 107n; telegram to, June 23,
1864, 112; telegram to, June 25,
1864, 151; telegrams to, June 25,
1864 (2), 132n; telegr8.JJ1 to, June
26, 1864, 134; telegram to, June 26,
1 8641 134n; telegram to, June 26,
1864, 135; telegram to, June 30,
1864, 148n; telegram to, July 2,
1864, 159n; telegram to, July 8,
1864, 165n; telegram to, July 3,
1864, 169n; telegram to, July 7,
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1864, 18Sn-84n; telegram to, July 7,
1864, 184n; telegram to, July 12,
1864, 191n; telegram to, July 11,
1864, 214; telegram to, July 11,
1864, 214n; telegram to, July 11,
1864, 215n; telegram to, July 12,
1864, 222; telegram to, July 13,
1864, 237; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 245; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 247n; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 248n; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 250n; telegram to, July 15,
1864, 258n; telegram to, July 17,
1864, 269; telegram to, July 17,
1864, 270-71; telegram to, July 18,
1864, 275; telegram to, July 18,
1864, 275-76; telegram to, July 19,
1864, 281; telegram to, July 20,
1864, 28Sn-84n; telegram to, July
20, 1864, 285n; telegram to, July 20,
1864, 287-88; telegram to, July 20,
1864, 289; telegram to, July 21,
1864, 295n; telegram to, July 22,
1864, 296; telegram to, July 21,
1864, 297n; telegram to, July 231
1864, 297n; telegram to, July 25 1
1864, 310; telegram to, July 26,
1864, 317-18; telegram to, July 261
1864, Sl9; telegram to, July 261
1864, 320n; telegram to, July 27,
1864, 328n; telegram to, July 27,
1864, 329n; telegram to, July 27,
1864, 330n; telegram to, July 28,
1864, 33711; letter to, July 29, 1864.,
358-39; telegram to, July .29, 1864,
S40n; telegram to, July 29, 1864,
341n; telegrams to, July 29, 1864
(2) , 342n; telegram t-0, [July] 30,
1864, 347; telegram to, July 30,
1864, 34'1n; telegram to, July 30,
18641 348; telegrams to, July 30,
1864 {2), 349n; telegram to, July
SO, 1864, 35511; telegram to, July 30,
1864, 356n-S7n; telegram to, Aug,
1, 1864, 367; telegram to, Aug. 4 1
1864, 372; telegram to, Aug. 4, 1864,,
374-75; telegram to, Aug. 4, 18641
374n; letter to, Aug. 4, 1864, 315;
telegram to, Aug. 9, 1864, 384n; telegrams to, Aug. 9, 1864 (2), 388n;
telegram to, Aug. 10, 1864, 393; telegram to, Aug. 10, 1864, 394; telegrams to, Aug. 10, 1864 (2) , 394n;
telegrams to, Aug. 10, 1864 (2) ,
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Butler, Benjamin F. (cont.)
S95n;. telegram to, Aug. 11, 1864,
404n; telegram to, Aug. 12, 1864,
405-6; letter to, Aug. 12, 1864, 4067; telegrams to, Aug. 11, 1864 (2),
4071,; telegram to, Aug. 12, 1864,
409n; telegram to, Aug. 13, 1864,
410; telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864,
4-l 7n; telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864,
418; telegram to, July 5, 1864, 444;
endorsement to, July 12, 1864, 4.46;
endorsement to, July 12, 1864, 447;
telegram to, July 23, 1864, 45 1; letter to, July 23, 1864, 451
Butler, Mrs. Benjamin F ., 971 206n7n, 357-n
Byrnes, Richard (Mass. Vois.), 442
Cain, Avery B. (U.S. Army) 1 442
Cairo, 111., 5921 457
California, 266n, 422n, 423n, 425n
Callan, John F.: letter to, July 1.2,
18641 447; plans to publish army
laws, 447
Cameron, Emma S. (of Chattanooga):
letter to, Aug. 9, 1864, 390; claim of,
3901 390n-9ln
Cameron, James ( of Chattanooga),
390n-9ln
Camp Hamilton, Va., 446
Camp Morton, Ind., S86n
Canada, 126n, 425n, 451
Canby, Edward R. S. (U.S. Army):
sends troops to Memphis, 7n, 20n; to
attack Mobile, 7n, 264n, 423, 424;
Don Carlos Buell refuses to serve
under, 28n; breaks up blockade of
Miss., 66n; com_mands Negro troops,
100; sends 19th Army Corps to Va.,
111-12, 112n, 193n, 197n, 201; combats fraud, 125n; commanders under,
152-53, 153n, 234n, 337; proposes
railroad rebuilding, 436; mentioned,
355n,422n
Cape Feat· River ( N.C.), 444-45
Capron, \Villis C. (R.I. Vols.) , 29n
Carleton, James H. (U.S. Army), 425n
Carnife:l( Ferry (Gauley River), 42n
Carrick's Ford (West Va.), 42n
Carruth, Frank W. (Mass. Vols.), 108
andn
Carter, Hill ( of Va.) , 44
Carter, Thomas H. (C.S. Army),
S94n

Index
Casey, Emily (Emma) Dent (sisterin-law of USG) , 151
Cattle, 138, 161 and n, 373n, 411,
413n
Cedar Creek (Va.) , 404.n
Cedar Point (Md.), 450
Chaffin's Bluff, Va,, 50n, 213n, 214n,
216,217n,313,525,329,4ll
Chaffin's Farm, Va.: C.S.A. forces at,
5011, 51n, 217n, 296n, 328n, 331n,
340n,34ln,348n,349n,367n,373n;
mentioned, 19In, 214n,417n
Chamberlain, Joshua L. (U.S. Anny),
86,87n,302n,437
Chamberlain (gunboat), 76n
Chambersburg, Pa., 212n, 360n
Chambliss, John R., Jr. (C.S. Army) ,
427n
Chancellorsville, Va., battle of, 41n,
42n, 43n,236n
Chandler, Zachariah (U.S. Senator) ,
165n,244n
Chapman, George H. (Ind. Vols.),
54n, 302n, 437, 438, 439
Charles City Court House, Va., 39, 44,
45,129,132n,332,411n,426n,427n
Charleston, S.C., 235n, 304n, 406
Charlestown, West Va., 166n
Charlottesville, Va.: expedition to, 21,
24, 143,178,242,256,261, 299 and
n, 303; railioad at, 67n, 295, 300n,
303; C.S.A. forces at, 240n
Chattahoochee lliver (Ga.), 181n, 211,
264n,265n,283n,292n,293n
Chattanooga, Tenn., 191n, 255, 383n,
390,S90n-9ln
Cherry Run (West Va.), 197111 211
Cherrystone, Va., 309
Chester, Stephen (N.Y. Vols.), 40n
Chester Station, Va., 69n
Chicago, lll., 20911, 379, 401n
Chicago Historical Society, Chicago,
Ill.: documents in, 16, 17n,22n, 22n23n, 175-76
Chickahoroiny River (Va.):· railroad
to, 411, 29n; roads from, 14n; USG
move via, 19, 23, 35, 36; bridge over,
29n, 313; skirmishing near, 30; U.S.
forces cross, 31n, 64, 133; foraging
near, 173; patrolled, 450; mentioned,
329
Chipman, Norton P. (U.S. Army),
254n

Index
Choate, Francis C. (U.S. Colored
Troops), 119n, 120n, 121n
Chowan River (N.C.), 246n
Christ, Benjamin C. (Pa. Vols.), 439
Cincinnati, Ohio, 371
City of Hudson (steamboat), 451
City Point, Va.: troops sent to, 19, 29n,
33n, 35, 37, 39, 46, 58, 71n, 172n,
202n,258n, 299n,318n, 324n, 354;
bridge at, 35, 47n; USG hd. qrs. at,
47, 49, 97, 206n; railroad at, 51n,
220n, 436, 443; depot at, 54n, 90n,
452-53; garrisoned, 72n, 9011, 95,
10711, 136n, 230n, 441, 450; art. at,
81n, 114n, 118n, 354n, 355n, 410n,
443, 448, 452-53; telegraph from,
118n; boats at, 131n, 132n, 241n;
wharves at, 246n, 436; explosion at,
384, 384n-85n; mentioned, 40n, 8711,
93n, 141n, 165n, 180n, 194n, 210n,
23611, 253n, 29511, 302n, 303n, 3S2n,
364n, S76n, 377n, 379, 380n, 383,
413n,427n,445,449,451,456
Clapp, Channing (U.S. Army), 40n
Clark, George F . (U.S. Army),445
Clark,lsaacP. (of Boston), 108 andn
Clark, Lucinda C. (of New Berne,
N.C.), 433-34
Clark House, Va., 39
Cleveland, Tenn., 456
Clingman, Thomas L. ( C.S. Army),
69n, 79n, S22n
Cliriton (steamship) 1 23211
Clinton, Ga., 382n
Clitz, John M. B. (U.S. Navy), 372n
Clyde, Ohio, 397n
Cochran, Jesse e. (C.S. Army), 311n
Coggins' Point, Va,, 161 and n
Cogswell, Milton ( U.S. Army), 127n
Cold Harbor, Va., battle of: USG discusses, 5, 6, 1n; assault at, 1n-8n, B,
8n-9n, 9, 13, 14n, 208n, 253n;
wounded at, 17 and n, 22, 22n-23n,
26-27, 27n; U.S. forces move from,
45, 64; mentioned, 31n, 217;,i, 438
Cole, George W. (U.S. Colored
Troops), 184n
Coleman, James ( U.S. Army), 442
Cole's Ferry ( Chickahominy River),
35, 37, 38n
Colorado Territory, 408n, 425n
Columbia, S.C., 265
Columbus, K.y., 392
Columbus,.Miss., 38.2 n, 389n
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Columbus, Ohio, 426n
Comegyes, Cornelius L., 4,53
Commodore Du. Pont (steamboat), 46n
Comstock, Cyrus B. (staff officer of
USG): staff duties of, 3, 7n, 6 In,
19n, 81n, 135n, 164n, 193, 20ln-2n,
206n, 210n, 223n, 22511, 232n, 242,
244n, 304, 307n, 321n, 32611, 332n,
337n,346n,350n,353n,376n,413n,
414n, 416n, 437, 443, 454, 455;
plans to cross James River, 23, 34,
35, 36 aod .n; as eng ineer, 91n, 352n,
413n, 450; makes map, 101 and n;
expedites art., 11.4, 117, 117n-18n,
128n
Comstock, Walter (R.I. Vols.), 437
Conkling, Frederick A. (of New York
City), 433
CoIU1ecticut, 77n, 196n, 202n, .276n,
37311, 434,. 439
Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Coon.: document in, 195-96
Connecticut State Library, Hartford,
Conn.: document in, 116n
Conner, James (C.S. Army), 174n,
214n,235n,310n,388n
Conrad's Ferry (Potomac River), 355n
Conroy, John (C.S. Army) 1 113n
Conscription, 66n, 125n, 144n, 280
and n, 287n, 381n, 424, 425n, 459
Conyers, Ga., 292n
Cooke, John R. (C.S. Army), 107n,
174n
Cooley, James C. (U.S. Army), 318n
Copperheads, 128, 129n, 425n
Corinth, Miss., 26311
Corinth, Miss., battie of, 89n, 455
Corint.hia11 (steamship), 23211
Cotton, 125n, 138, 143, 292n, 454,
456
Couch, Darius N. (U.S. Army), 177n,
184, 185n,193n,210n,230n
Court of Inquiry, 364n
Courts-Martial, 431-32, 442, 455
Covington, Ga., :292n
Covington, Ky., 85
Covington., Va., 138
Cox, Jacob D. (Gov. of Ohio) , 399n
Cox House, Va., 394n
Cox's Ferry (James River), 135n, 410n
Cox's Wharf ( J ames River) , 223
Crafts, Welcome A. (N.H. Vols.) ,
282n
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CFapsey, Edward ( newspaper correspondent), 227, 227n-28n, 396
Crater, battle of the: tunnel dug for,
168n,174n, l88n,236n,257n,272n;
plans for, 174n, 175n, 307 and n,
312; 321 and n, 322n-23n, 335,
·336n, 338-39, 344, 345-4.6; reported, 345-46, 346n-47n, 347, 364n;
casualties at, 352n-53n, 369, 370n;
USG disappointment with, 361, 363
and n, 364n; mentioned, 382n
Crawford, Samuel W. (U.S. Army),
403n,439
Creole (steamship), 233n
Crescent ( steamship ) , 204n
Crocker, Marcellus M. (U.S. Anny),
124-25, 125n,433
Crook, George (U.S. Anny): campaigns in Shenandoah Valley, 7n, 20n,
34, 200n, 252n, 253n, 274n, 295n,
301n,302n, 305n,316,324n,355n;
commands Dept. of West Va., 359n
Cross, Charles F. (U.S. Anny), 4.Sn,
98n, l :35n
Crow's Nest Signal Station (Va.),
411n
Cullan, R. B. (inventor), 451.
Culpeper Court-House, Va., 25, 30,
253n,300n,324n,355n,400n
Cumberland, Md., 166n, 169, 171n,
197n,200n,205n,211, 240n,!355n
Cumberland Bar. ( Pamunkey River) ,
77n
Cumberland Valley, 360.n
Curl's Neck (James River), SS6n
Curtin, John I. (Pa. Vols.) , 439
Curtis, Samuel R. (U.S. Army), 124,
125n, 126n,408n,425n
Cushing, Wil1iam B. (U.S. Navy),
444-45
Custer, George A. (U.S. Anny), 399n
Cuthbert, E. C, (blockade rwmer),
433-34
Cutler, Lysander (U.S, Army), 438
Cynthiana, Ky., 434
Dallas, Ga., 263n, 433
Dalton, Ga., 263n, 293n
Dana, Charles A. (U.S. Asst. Secretary
of War): relays war news, 27, 137n,
146, 300n; communicates USG's
views, 125n-26n, 188n, 207n; advises USG, 141n, 155; reports defense
of Washington, 210n-lln, 228n-
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32n,24l,242,243n-44n,252n-54n,
302n, 355n; telegram to, July IS,
1864, 2.28; war ]lews report~d to, 228,
301 and n; telegram to, July 15,
1864, 251; USG praises David Hunter to, 251; telegram to, July 24,
1864, 301; asks for C.S.A. currency,
435; telegram to, July24, 1864, 451;
and arms for Ky., 451- 52; mentioned,
32n,85n-86n,4Sl, 454
Dana, Gustavus S. (U.S. Army), 33 ln,
340n,341n
Dana, Napoleon J. T. (U.S. Anny),
125, 126n,337
Dandy, George B. (N.Y. Vofs.), 419n
Danforth, Mrs. E. M. ( C.S. citizen) ,
449
Danville, Va., 249
Dauphin Island, Ala., 373n
Davenport, John J. (U.S. Colored
Cav,), 52n
Davis, J efferson (C.S.A. President),
190,191n, 192n,235n
Davis, Joseph R. (C.S. Army), 174n,
233,235n
Davis, Robert S. (U.S. Army ), 136n
Dearing, James (C.S. Anny), 427n
Decatur, Ala., 255, 389n
Decatur, Ga., 264n-65n, 283n
Deep Bottom, Va.: C.S.A. forces near,
59n, 214n, 3 10n, 321n, 388n; bridge
at, 80, 83 and n, 93n, 102n, 'SIS,
341n, 342n, 412n, 413n; scouted by
U.S., 81n, 91n; occupied by U.S.,
98n-99n, 136n, 174n, 175n, 191n,
223,289,296,296n-98n,3lln,312,
313,322n,328,330,333,339,412;
fighting at, 319, 319n-20n, 406-7;
USG at, 326n, 330n, 332, 344, 412
Delafield, Richard (U.S. Army), 399n~
400n,443
Delany, Patrick K. (U.S. Army), 444
Delaware, 425n, 438
Democratic Party, 209n, 425n
Dent, Frederick (father-in-law of
USG), 85, 151
Dent, Frederick T. (U.S. Anny): on
USG's staff, 3, 6n, 35, 36, 38, 49n,,
423n; illness of, 5, 226; promotion
for, 356
Dent, John C. (brother-in-law of USG),
265 and n
Dent, Lewis ( brother-in-law of USG) ,
150, 151n, 379
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De Russy, Gustavus A. (U.S. Army), D unn, William M., Jr. (staff officer o.f
USG), 3
~44n
Deserters: from C.S. Anny, 58n, 94m, Dutch Gap (James River), 98n, 134n,
223, 337n, 393 and n, 394n, •HO,
113n, 118n, 119n, 157n, 167n, 168n,
410n-lln,412,417n
169, 171n, 172n, 174n, 180n, 18 1n,
194n, 201n, 213 and n, 214n, 216,
217n, 218n- 1911, 220, 221, 223n, Early, Jubal A. (C.S. Army): reported
22511, 228, 233, 235n, 239, 249n,
near Richmond, 59n, 69n, 166, 167n,
256,257n,269,270,272n,275,!.l.77
174n; reported on raid, 113n, 166n,
and n , 280, 285n, 291, S05n, 3 10n,
167n, 171n, 172n, 177n, 178, 180 n,
317, S22n, 327n, SS4n, 34011, 341n,
193n,217n,228n,240n,243n,244n,
S48n, S67n, 37011, S7411, 387-88,
252n, 253n, 254n, 268, 285n, 289,
38811, 389, S93n, 401, 402n, 403n,
295, 303, 380n, 404m, 453; identified,
413n, 420n, 459; from U.S. Anny,
167n; movements against, 198-99,
llSn, 1S2n, 407n, 447; enlistment of,
199n; strength of, 2 13n, 217n, 219n,
285n, 385, 385n- 86n
299n, 359n, 361n; reportedly .reinDe Trobriand, PhiUp R. ( U.S. Army),
forced, 230n, S05n, 316-17, 352,
llln, 142n
402n, 403, 420, 421, 453; rumored
Devil's Neck ( J arnes River), 98n
return of, 2601 271, 299; pursued,
Devin, Thomas C. {N.Y. Vols.), 439,
!.l.99n, 301 and n, 304, 317n, 3~8,
449
S77n, 381n, 404n, 418; mentioned,
Dictator (steamboat), 456
212n1 372n
Dinwiddie Court House, Va., 124, East Point, Ga., S83n, 389n
173n,219n,370n
Entonton, Ga., 382n
Dix, John A. ( U.S. Army): officers Eckert, Thomas T. (U.S. Anny),
ordered to, 11 ln, 142n; letter to, June
252n, 2 92n
22, 1864, 437; asked to grant fur. Edie, John R. (U.S. Army), 11811
loµgh, 437; improperly commutes Edson, Mrs. E. D. (National Relief Assentence, 442
sociation): pass for, June 6, 1864,
Dodge, Grenville M. ( U.S. Army), 13,
432
265n
E dwards, Oliver (Mass. Vols.), 457,
Doles, George ( C.S. Anny), 67, 69n
439
Donaldson, James L. (U.S. Army), Edv,raTds Ferry ( Potomac River), 205,
234n,240n,243n , 244n,250,252n,
S9ln, 453
355n
Donelly, Charles (N.H. Vols.) , 446Egan, Thomas W. (N.Y. Vols.), 63n,
47
438
Doolittle, James R. (U.S. Senator) ,
Elder, Samuel S. (U.S. Army), 120n,
438
158n
Doubleday, Abner ( U.S. Anny), 244n,
Elmira, N.Y., 405n
254n
Doutbat's 11\Tharf (James River), 130n, Emmitsburg, Md., 360n
Emory, William H. (U.S. Anny):
131 and n
sent to W ashington, 232n, 234n,
Draft. See Conscription
240n, 24311, 254n, S60n.-6ln; teleDraper, Alonzo G. (U.S. Colored
gram to, July 26, 1864, 318n; orTroops), 121n, 281n, 303n
dered to City Point, 318n-19n; teleDrewry's Bluff, Va., 54n, 119n, 216,
gram to, Aug. 4, 1864, 319n; com34011,373n
mands 19th Army Corps, 359n
Duane, James C. (U.S. Army), 31n, Etowah River (Ga.), 264n
307n, S52n, 402n
Eustis, Henry L . (U.S. Army), 431
Duff, William L . (staff officer of USG), Eutaw House (Baltimore), 376n
3,89n1 226,409n
E well, Richard S. ( C.S. Army): corps
of, 8n, 45, 107n, 153, 157n, 167n,
Duffie, Alfred N. (U.S. Anny), 35911
169, 170, 177n, 178, 203, 220; reDuffield's, West Va., 252n

472
Ewell, }lichardS. (cont.)
placed by Jubal A. Eatly, 113n, 167n,
l72n, 177n; in Richmond, 217n; intercepted message of, '3 93n

Farquhar, Francis U. (U.S. Army),
454
Farragut, David G. (U.S. Navy), 12n,
237n,S7Sn
Farrar's Island (James River), 134n,
135n
Ferrero, Edward (U.S. Army): proposed transfer of, 63n, 82 and n,
120n; commands Negto troops, 119n;
lines held by, 1S9n, 157n, 216n; ap-·
pointment of, 244n, 250, 251n
Ferry, Orris S. ( U.S. Anny), 340,z
Field, Charles W. (C.S. Anny} : at
Petersburg, 25711, 269, .272n, 277n,
345n, S70n, 388n, 415, 418, 420;
identified, 270n; deserter from, 367n
Fincastle, Va., 129
Finegan, Joseph (C.S. Anny), 354n
Fisher, Benjamin F. (U.S. Signal
Corps), 220n
Fitch, Amaya L. (N.Y. Vols.), 270?Z
Fleming, James E. (Pa. Vols.) 1 445
Flo1·ida, 1211, 233, 442
Floyd, John B. ( C.S. Army), 42n
Folk, George N. (C.S. Army), l.32n
Foot, Solomon (U.S. Senator), 207n9n
Forbes Magazine Collection, New
York, N.Y.: document in, 248--49
Ford, Charles W. ( friend of USG ),
15 I, 279 and n, 379
Ford's Theatre, Washington, D.C.:
document in, 516n
Forest Creek (Va.), 84n
Forest Depot, Va., 84n
Forrest, Nathan B. (C.S. Army):
operations of, 2011, 66n, 142; attacked, 66n, 264n, 282, 283n, 401n;
reported dead, 382n
Forsyth, George A. (UL Vols.), 94n,
95n

Fort, Greenbury L. (U.S. Army), 446
Fort Cameron, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
390n-9ln
Fort Clifton, Va., 220,z
Fort Delaware, Del., 7'!l
Fort Donelson, Tenn., battle of, 212n,
42311,457
Fort Fisher, N.C., 444
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Fort Gaines, Ala., 373n, 391, 39ln92n
Fort H enry, Tenn.; 451
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., I lln
Fort Lincoln, D.C., 244n
Fort Massachusetts, D .C., 229n, 231n
Fort Monroe, Va.: boats at, 12, 20?Z,
38, 171n; art. at, 51n, 77, l 11n, 443;
supplies at, 33, 89n, 245n; possible
residence for Julia Dent Grant, 85,
97, llO, 150, 151n, 189; commanding officer at, 90?Z, 5 19n, 458; troops
at, 10011, 195n, 197 and n, )98, 201,
203, 204n, 216, 228, 232n, 240n,
241 and n; Benjamin F . .Butler at,
15671, 162n, 176, 206n, 208n, 210n,
252n; recruiting rendezvous at, 280,
281, 28ln-82n, 303n; communications from, 309; USG at, 515 and n,
316n, 353n, S55n, 356 and 11, 377n,
385;mentioned,7ln,136n,205,431,
445
Fort Morgan, Ala., 592n
Fort Powell, Ala., 391, 39 l n-92n
Fort Powhatan, Va.: U.S. forces cross
James River at, 37, 38, 59, 40n, 44,
41, 52, 133; gu.nboat sent to, 46;
bridge at, 47n; garrisoned, 72n-73n;
art. at, 8 ln; telegraph line from, 83n,
444
Fort Pulaski, Ga., 4Sn
Fort Reno, D.C., 229n, 23ln, 243t1,
252n

Fort Riley, Kan., 399n
Fort Slocum, D.C., 231n
Fort.Stevens, D.C., 229n, 231n, 243n
Fort Sumner, Md., 222n
Fort Vancouver, Washington Territory, 423n
Fos~er-, J_ohn G. (U.S. Army): campru.g-ns m S.C., 141, 142n; information concerning, 301, 302n; requests
transports, 304n; placed on defensive,
304n, 392, 401 and n; mentioned1
35571
Foster, Robert S. (U.S. Army): on
reconnaissance, 57n, 270n; occupies
Deep Bottom, 98n-99n, 224n, 296,
296n--98n, 319, 31•9n-20n, S2ln1
326, 327n, 328, S29n, 334, S36n,
339 and n, 340n, ,S48n, 416n; captures prisoner, 107n; reinforced,
11'5 n; threatened, 174n, 17 5n, 233,
235n, 311n, 388n; identified, 235n;
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to be withdrawn, 289; forwards infor:mation, 367n; mentioned, 191n,
305n,342n,427n
Fouke, Philip B. (of Belleville, Ill.):
letter to, July 22', 1864, 451
Four Mile Creek (Va.), 113,i, 297n,
311n
Fowlke, Robert W., 452
Fox, Gustavus V. (U.S. Asst. Secretary of the Navy), 98n, 392n
Franklin, William B. ( U.S. Army):
recommended for command, 12, 155,
163n, 165n, 206, 207n, 208n, 210n,
274, 276 and n, 309; reportedly captured, 228n, 232n, 250, 254n; criticized, 286n
Franklin's Crossing (Rappahannock
River), 42n
.Frederick,, Md., 193n, 21 1, 212n, 232n
Fredericksburg, Va., battle of, 253n,
372n
French, Samuel G. ( C.S. Army) , 12n
Front Royal, Va., 29Sn
Fry, J runes B. ( U.S. Army) : letter to,
,fune 29, 1864, 441; and improper enlistment, 441-42
F ry, William H. (Pa. Vols.), 229n
Fuller, Charles E. (U.S. Army): reports USG's movements, 46n; Jetter
to, J uly 16, 1864, 265; exchanges
pris.unex:s, 265 and n

Gaine1> (C.S. Navy), 392n
Galena, Ill., 300, 451
Garnpolis, Ohio, 253n
Garibaldi, Giuseppe ( Italian patriot),
279 and n
Garpett, Richard S. ( U.S. Anny), 4.2n
Garrard, Kenner (U.S. Army), 263n,
265n, '283n, 292n
Garrett, Charles F. (U.S. Signal
Corps), 50,i
Garrett, John W. (Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad), 212n, 252n, 253n
Gaskins (gunboat), 445
Gates, Theodore B. (N.Y- Vols.), 441,
456
Gauley, West Va., 154n
General Jesup (gunboat), 76n
Georgetown, D.C., 211
Georgia, 111, 11911, 19711, 235n, 265111
277n, 283n, 291, 299, 3.lln, 426n
Getty, George W . (U.S. Army), 29n,
69, 72n, 82, 8311, 439
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Gettysburg, Pa,, battle of, 53,1, 108n,
l Sln,23511
Gibbon, J"ohn (U.S. Army): in Petersburg campaign, 49, 52-5.S, 5Sn, 79n,
108n, 139n, 287; letter to, June 15,
1864, 52-53; identified, 53n; leave
for, 273n; recommended for corps
command, 309; prefers misconduct
charges, 431
Gibson, Augustus A. (U.S. Army),
126n
Gibson, Harriet F. L. (of Ohio), 456
Gibson, Horatio G. (Ohio Vols.), 456
Gillem, Alvan C. (U.S. Army), 244m
Gillmore, Quincy A. (U.S. Army): in
Dept. of the South, 7n, 235n; in
Petersburg campaign, 36n, 52n; relieved, 70, 10n-7hi; appraised, 177n,
192, 210n; defends \1/ashington,
221n, 229n, 230n, 234n; disabled,
254n
Gill's Landing ( Jame-sRiver), 319n
Gilmor, Harry W. ( C.S. Army), 232n,
~240n
Gilmore, James R. (peace emissary) :
mission of, 190 and n, 191n, 192n,
214, 215n, 245n; identified, 192n
Gilson, J. W. (Mass. Vol&.), 447
Gittings, Erskine (U.S. Army), 154m
Gloucester Coupty, Va., 445
Gloucester Point, Va., Sn
Gold, 86n
Goldsboro, N.C., 13211, 201n
Goldsborough, Louis M . (U.S. Navy),
24411,254n
Goochland Court House, Va., 96n
Gordon, John B. (C.S. Army), 67 and
n, 69n, 217n, 240n, 25211
Gordonsville, Va.: U.S. expedition to,
2 1, 242, 256, 261, 299 and n, 303;
C.S.A. forces at, 67n, 230n, 232n,
395n, 40211; railroad at, 222, 223n,
295,300n,303
Gould, Ebenezer (Mich. Vols.), 139n
Gracie, Archibald, Jr. ( C.S. Army),
174n
Graham, Charles K. ( U.S. Army) ,
237n,270n1 282n1 372n
Gmham (gunboat), 76n
Grand Ecore, La., 436
Granger, Gordon (U.S. Army), 392n,
423-24
Grant, Ellen ( daughter of USG) : at
St. Louis Fair, 5, 16, 17n; letter to,
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Gr8J1t, Ellen (cont.)
June 4, 1864, 16; photograph of, 25,
85; USG writes to, 26, 55; education
of, 151, 189
Gr8J1t, Frederick Dent ( son of USG),
16,26,55,97,226
Grant, Hannah Simpson ( mother of
USG), 122
Grant, Jesse Root, Jr. (son of USG),
16,25,97,151,371
Grant, Julia Dent ( wife of USG) : letter to, June 1, 1864, 5; informed
about military affairs, 5, 55; informed
about finances, 5, 383; USG wants to
join, 16; sends photographs, 25; l et•
ter to, June 6, 1864, 25-26; letter to,
June 7, 1864, 30; lock of hair sent to,
30, letter to, June 15, 1864, 55; letter to, June 19, 1864, 84--85; photographs sent to, 84-85; USG wants
visjt from, 85, 97, 110, 189; letter to,
June 20, 1864, 97; letter to, June 22,
1864, 110; letter to, July, 1864, 15051; given sewing machine, 151; involved with arrest, 151 and n; letter
to, July 7, 1864, 189- 90; letter to,
July 12, 1864, 226; letter to, July 18,
1864, 278; dagger sent to, 279 and
11; educates chlldren, 308; letter to,
July 2,4, 1864, 308; requests promotion for brother, .356; letter to, Jul,y
30, 1864, 356; letter to, Aug. l,
1864, 371; may move to Pdnceton,
371,379,383; letter to, Aug. 5, 1864,
379; letter to, Aug. 8, 1864, 383;
mentioned, 85n
Grant, Mrs., 445
Grant, Orvil L. ( brother of USG), 5,
6n

Grant, S.S. (of Cincinnati), 371, 372n
Gra_nt, Ulysses S.: staff of, 3, 27-28,
28n,226, 300,356, 363n,371, S79,
384,, 455; finances of, 5, 26, 55, 85,
175-76, 379, 383; plans to cross
James River, 15n, 19-20, 23; attempt
to remove, 25; deals with prisoners,
26-27, 21n, 446-47; sends lock of
hair, 30, 150; makes hd. qrs. at City
Point, 47; health of, 55, 226, 278,
379; praises Army of the Potomac,
65; relationship with Benjamin F.
Butler; 70, 11 3n, 155-56, 156n,
205-6, 20611---lln; photographs of,
84-85, 85n, 312n; recommends pro-
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motion of JoshuaL. Chamberlain, 86;
deals whh Negro troops, 99-100,
100n, 284, 389, 440; authorizes relief of Gouverneur K. Warren, 106n;
relationship with George G. Meade,
108n, 188n; decides to besiege Petersburg imd Richmond, 111-12; ex•
plains name, 122; critical of William
S. Rosecrans, 124, 126n; releases
neighbor, 128-29, 129n, 371; e.x:on.
erates Winfield S. Hancock, 145-46;
owns property in St. Louis, 151 and
11; expels correspondents, 158, 159n6 ln; condemns Franz Sigel, 185;
wants wife at Fort Monroe, 189; has
confidence in Edward 0. C. Ord, 192;
deals with sutlers, 195ti; relieves Wil•
liam F. Smith, 205-6, 206ti-lln;
drinking of, 207n, 209n; praises
David Hunter, 25 1, 377n; sword pre•
sented to, 293-94, 294n; relationship
with Winfield Scott, 298, 298n-99n;
seeks consolidation of depts., 308-10;
meets Abraham Lincoln, 315, 315n16n, 356; plans to assault Petersburg,
338-39; discusses battle of the Crater,
361,363 and 11; horses of, 371, 372n,
379; praises Lewis Wallace, 37611;
at Harpers Ferry, 379; praises William T. Sherman, 381,396; supports
property claim, 390 and n; mourns
James B. McPherson, 396, 397,
391n- 98n; will not assist biographer,
396-97; recommends promotions,
400, 437, 439, 440, 444, 446, 453;
plans attack, 406-7, 411-12, 415,
418, 427n; serves in 4th Inf., •HOn,
42311, 436; dispenses with Ambrose
E. Burnside, 414n-15n; plans for
Henry W. Halleck, 422; distrusts
Gordon Granger, 423-24; di'iciplines
man for mistreating horse, 437; deals
with cotton, 456
Grant, Ulysses S., Jr. (son of USG),
16, 55, 85, 97, 151
Grant, Ulysses S., 3rd ( grandson 0£
USG): documents owned l;ly, 176,
190, 191n, .230n-S2n, 244n, 252n,
252n-5Sn, SOln-2n, 40511, 433 (2)
Grant Cottage, Mount McGregor,
N.Y.: document in, 358-59
Great Britain, 17211, 441-42, 457
Greeley, Horace (New Tork Tribu,ne),
192n
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Greencastle, Pa., 352
Greensville, Va., 34
Greenville, Miss., 6611
Gregg, David M. (U.S. Anny): fights
at St. Mary's Church, 129, 131n, 133,
136; identified, 13111; in Petersburg
campaign, 224 and n, 225n, 235,
236n, 237n, 332, 33:3, 348, 35ln1
413n; prisoners taken from, 256,
257n; operates north of James River,
415, 417n, 420, 426n, 427n, 428n;
recommended for prQmotion, 439
Gregg, J. kvin ( Pa. Vols.), 439
Gregg, Maxcy (C.S. Army), 235n
Gregory House, Va., 137n, 188n
Gresham, Walter Q , (U.S. Army),
292n
Grey, Pvt. (C.S. Army), 27n
Griffin, Charles ( U.S. Army), 439
Griffin, Ga., 368n
Grinton, Henry (N.Y. Vols.), 458
Grover, Cuvier (U.S. Army), 359n
Grover House, Va., 107n
Gunpowder Bridge (Md.), 228n1 232n,
250

Guntown, Miss., battle of, 66n
Gurley House, Va., '216n, 351n
H agerstown, Md., 193n, 232n, 352,
360n,380n
Hagood, Johnson (C.$. Army), 275n,
4,26n
H:uifax, Va., '201n
Hall, Andrew J . (Mich. Vols.), 44950
H :uleck, Henry W. (U.S. Army): in,
formed about Cold Harbor, 6, 9; sends
reinforcements, 6n, 1n, 20n, 32n,
65n; as chief of staff, 8n, 9 , 12-13,
18, 33, 11 In, ll2n, 124, 125n, 130n,
133 and n, 141-42, 142n, 152-53,
153n, 154,n, 169n, 182n, 192 and n,
197n, 205n, 26311, 264n, 282n-84n,
285, 285n-87n, 289, 292n, 300n,
303 and n, 30411, 316n, 324n, 337,
355n, 360n, 368n, 382n.-83n, 385,
386n, 391, 392-93, 395n, .4 0ln, 408
andn,424,424n-25n,431-32,434351 437,442,443,446; plans Mobile
expedition, 12r1, l 8, 423-24; informed
about plans to cross James River, 1920, 20n, 39, 45; involved ill Shenandoah Valley campaign, 24, 34, 67
and n, 129, 154n, 166, 244n, 358-59,
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359n, 360n-6l n, 369n, 376 and n,
377n, 401, 403; sends engineer, 3ln,
32n; furnishes art., 33n, 78.n, 117,
154n; informed about Petersburg
campaign,64-65, 110, 111-12,123,
1 33, 138, 142-43, 152, 153, 233,
239-40,242-43,255-56, 291,31617, 317n, 324, 332-33, 384 and n,
4-15, 4,18; urges draft, 66n, 125n,
425n; and removal of Benjamin F.
Butler, 155- 56, 156n, 176, 205-6,
20611, 20711, 20911; in defense of
Washington, 166n; 167n, 169n, 170
and n, 171n, 172n, 177n, 178, 18'4-85, 19211.-9311, 197, 198- 99, 198n,
l9911-200n, 200, 202, 204--5, 205n,
221, 222n, 229n, 230n, 233, 234n35n, 240n-4ln, 241, 243n, 244n,
252n,260-61,26ln-62n,268,2731
273n-14n, 274, 295 and n, 299,
299n-$00n, 358 and n, 359n, 360n,
392,405,409 and n, 4 10n; criticized,
230n, 231n, 253n1 263n; asked for
Negro troops, 280-81; battle of the
Crater reported to, 345-46, 351,363,
363n-64n; recommended for Pacific
Coast, 422 and n
-Correspondence from USG: telegram to, June 2, 1864, 6; telegram
to, June 4, 1864, 7n; telegram to,
June 3, 1864, 9; telegram to, June 3,
1864, 9, J2; letter to, June S, 1864,
12-lS; telegram to, June 5, 1864, 18;
letter to, June 5, 1864, 19-20; telegram to, June 10, 1864, 33; telegram
to, June 9, 1864, 33n; telegram to,
June 11, 1864, 34; telegram to, June
13, 18641 39; telegram to, June 14,
1864, 45; telegrnm to, June 17, 1864,
64-65; telegram to, J une 17, 1864,
67; telegram to, J une 19, 1864, 78n;
telegram to, J une 23, 1864, 110;
letter to, J une 23, 1864, 111- 12;
telegram to, June 23, 1864, llln;
telegram to, June 24, 1864, 123;
telegram to, June 24, 1 864, 123- 24;
letter to, June 24, 1864, 124-25;
telegram to, June 25, 1864, 129;
telegram to, June 261 1864, 1 33;
telegram to, June 27, 1864, 138;
telegram to, June 28, 1864, 141-42;
telegram to., June 28, 1864, 142-43;
telegram to, June 28, 1864, 142n;
telegram to, June 29, 1864, 142n;
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Halleck, Henry W. (cont.)
telegram to, July 1, 1864, 152;
telegram to, J uly 1, 1864, 152-53.;
telegram to, July l , 1864, 153;
telegram to, J uly 1, 1864., 153n;
telegram to, June 28, 1864, 154.n;
telegram to, June 29, 1864, 154m;
telegram to, J une 29, 1864, 154,n~
55n; letter to, July l, 1864, 155-56 ;
telegrrun to, J uly 3, 1864, 166; telegram to, J uly 3, 1864., 167n; telegram
to, July 4, 1864, 169; telegram to,
J uly 5, 1864, 170; telegram to, July
5, 1864, l 70n-71n; telegram to, July
6, 1864, 176; telegram to, July 6,
1864, 178; telegram to, July 11,
1864, 182n; telegram to, July 7,
1864, 184-85; telegram to, July 8,
1864, 192; telegrams to, July 8,
1864 (2), 192n; telegram to, J uly 9,
1864, 197; telegram to, July 9,
1864,, 198; telegram to, J uly 9 , 1864,
198-99; telegram to, July 9, 1864,
200; telegram to, J uly 10, 1864,
204-5; telegram to, July 10, 1864,
205-6; telegram to, J uly 10, 1864,
205n; telegram to, July 12, 1864,
221-22; telegram to, J uly 13, 1864,
233; telegram to, J uly 14, 1864,
239-40; telegram to, July 14, 1864,
241; letter to, July 14, 1864, 24243; letter to, J uly 15, 1864, 255-56;
telegram to, July 16, 1864, 26~61;
telegram to, J uly 17, 1864, 268; telegram to, July 18, 1864, 273; telegram
to, July 18, 1864, 274; telegram to,
July 18, 1864, 274n; telegram to,
J uly 19, 1864, 280- 81; telegram to,
J uly 20, 1864, 285; letter to, J uly 21,
1.864, 289; telegram to, July 2 1,
1864, 291; telegram to, J uly 22,
1864, 295; telegram to, July 23,
1864, 299; telegram to; J uly 23,
1864, 300n; telegram to, July 24,
1864, 303; telegram to, July 24,
1864, 303n; telegram to, J uly 24,
1864, 304n; telegram to, J uly 26,
1864, 316--17; telegram to, July 25,
1864, 317n; telegrams to, July 26,
1864 ( 2), 317n; telegram. to, July
27, 1864, 324; telegram to, J uly 28,
1864, 332; telegram to, J uly 28,
1 864, 332-33; telegram to, J uly 29,
1864, '337; telegram to, July 30,
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1864, 345-46; telegram to, J uly 31,
1864, 358; t elegram to, Aug. 1,
1864, 358-59; telegram to, J uly 30,
1864, 358n; telegram to, Aug. 3,
1864, 359n; telegram to, Aug. 4,
1864, 360n; letter to, Aug. 1, 1864,
361, 363; telegram to, Aug. 2, 1864,
363n- 64n; letter to, Aug. 22, 1864,
364n; telegram to, Aug. 5, 1864, 376;
telegram to, Aug. 5, 1864, 3 76n;
telegrams to, Aug. 6, 1864 (2), 377n;
telegram to, Aug, 8, 1864, 377n;
telegram to, Aug, 3, 1864, 382n;
telegram to, Aug. 9, 1864, 384;
telegram to, Aug. 11, 1864, 384,n;
telegram to, Aug. 9, 1864, 385;
telegram to, Aug. 10, 1864, 391;
telegram to, Aug. 10, 1864, 392-93;
telegram to, Aug. 11, 1864, 401;
telegram to, Aug, 12, 1864., 403;
telegram to, Aug. 12, 1864, 405;
telegram to, Aug. 13, 1864, 408;
telegram to, Aug. 13, 1864, 409;
telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864, 415-16;
telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864, 418;
telegram to, Aug. 15, 1864, 423-24;
telegram to, Aug. 15, 1864, 4 24;
telegram to, J uly 8, 1864, 435;
telegram to, J une 20, 1864, 437;
telegram to, July 12, 1864, 446;
endorsement to, J uly 12, 1864, 446

H amlin, Hannibal (U.S. Vice President), 435
Hammond, John {N.Y. Vols. ), 4)39
Hammond, John H . (U.S. Army), 266,
266n-67n

Hammond, William A. (U.S. Army):
endorsement to, J uly [22-25], 1864,
451

Hampton, Wade (C.S. Army): reported movements of, 93n, 102n,
130n, 201n, 219n, 225n, 426n, 453;
pursuit of, 140; horses of, 149n
Hampton Roads, Va., 38711
Hancock, Win.field S. ( U.S. Army):
at Cold Harbor, 6, 7n, Sn, 13, 1411,
18n; crosses J ames River, 45--46, 49,
50n; supplies for, 46, 4 7 and n, 51n,
52-53, 52n, 146; assaults Petersburg,
51 and n, 52 and n , 53, 54n, 57n, 60
and n, 64, 79n, 145---46, 14 6n,-47n,
159n, 160n- 6ln, 208n; letter to, J une
15, 1864, 53; letter to, June 16, 1864,
60; at Spotsylvania, 104n; in siege of

Index
Petersburg, 14.0n, 146, 157n, 168n,
188n, 194, 202n, 212, 218, 220n,
224n, 22511, 27211, 320, 323n, 324,
325 and 11, 326 and n, 327n, 328 and
n, 329-30, '32911, 330n, 331n, 332n,
333-34, 334n, 335 and n, 337n, 338,
341n, 342, 343, 343n--44n, 346,
350n,35ln,352n,364n,369n1 41112, 412n, 413n, 416n-17n, 419n,
420, 426n-28n; praised by USG,
145--46, 400; recommended to command Army of the Potomac, 309; letter to, July 27, 1864, 325; telegram
to, July 29, 1864, 342; letter to, Aug.
13, 1864, 411-12; telegram to, Aug.
14, 1864, 417n; telegram to, Aug. 15,
1864, 427n; promoted, 427n; mentioned, 4,32, 442, 444
Hapgood, Charles E. (N.H. Vols.),
6311
Hardee, William J. (C.S. Army), 265n,
301,432-33
Hardie, James A. (U.S. Army): War
Dept. duties of, 8811, 129111 251n,
302n, 399n, 436-37, 447; in defense
of Washington, 229n
Hardin, Martin D. (U.S. Army), 231n
Hare House, Va., 218, 307n
Harpers Ferry, West Va.: communication with, 154,, 166n, 17011, 172n,
200n; U.S. troops at, 154n, 170n,
199n, 24011, 244n, 252n; threatened,
167n, 170n, 171n, 180n, 354, 404n;
defended, 169, 170n, 177n, 180n,
199n, 216, 234n, 240n, 25211, 255,
287n, 305n, 35511, 360n, 376 and n,
377 and n; USG visits, 379; mentioned, 286n, 324n
Harris, Ira (U.S. Senator), 4,58
Harrisburg, Pa,, 22611-2711, 234n,
35971, 360n
Harrison's Bar ( J ames River), 450
Harrison's Creek (Va.), 47, 49 and n,
5011,5111,53
Harrison's Landing, Va., 130n, 282n,
S72n
Hartman, Lt. ( C.S. Army), 21n
Harvard University,Cambridge, Mass.,
370n,428n
Hatch, Edward (U.S. Army), 4-0On,
437
Hatch, John P. (U.S. Army), 7n
Hatch, Reuben B. (U.S. Army), 357
andn
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Hatfield, Samuel P. (Conn. Vols.),
77n, 128n
Haupt, Hermann (U.S. Army), 16n
Hawkins, William S. (of Gloucester
County, Va.), 445
Haxall's Landing, Va., 54n
Hedgesville, vVest Va., 200n
Heintzelman, Samuel P. ( U.S. Army),
4.24,4.25n-26n
Herring Creek (Va.), 130n
Heth, Henry ( C.S. Army): prisoner
captured from, 107n; position reported, 174n,211n,219n,233,236n,
237n, 330n, 33411, 345n, 3701,;
identified, 23511
Hewit, Henry S. (U.S. Army): Jetter
to, Aug. 10, 1864, 396; appointment
for son of, 396
Hicksford, Va., 194,306
IiiU, Ambrose P. (C.S. Army): loca•
tion of corps of, 45, 108n, 151n,
174n, 203n, 213n, 2 14 and n, 218
and 11, 2 1911, 220 and n, 224,, 225n,
233, 234n, 235n, 236n, 239, 240n,
257n, 27711, S05n, S l ln, 33011, 345n,
34811, 361n, 367n, 370n, 388 and 11,
401, 40211, 415; reinforces P. G. T.
Beauregard, 95n; loses prisoners,
107n, 108n; deserters from, 157n,
220,239,277, 348n, 401; expects at•
tack, 272n; movement of, 275, 277n,
291
Hill, Jonath.ui A. (Maine Vols.), 297n
Hinks, Edward W. (U.S. Amty), 7111,
119n, 120n, 121n
Hobson, Edward H. ( U.S. Army ), 434
Hoffman, William (U.S. Army): telegram to, Aug. 15, 1864, 405n; guards
prisoners, 405n
Hoffmann, J. William (Pa. Vols,),
437,439
Hoke, Robert F. (C.S. Army), 57n,
63n,69n,79n,25111,370n
Holly Springs, Miss., 382n
Hood, John B. ( C.S. Army): corps of,
-26511; at Atlanta, 28311, 291-92,
292n, 293n1 322n; holds Atlanta,
292n-93n, 382n, 389n; not reinforced, 389; William T. Sherman can
destroy, 424,; mentioned, 305n
Hooker, Joseph (U.S. Army) ; 41n,
42n1 4Sn
Hospitals: at Cold Harbor, 14n; troops
taken from, 229n, 389, 395111 408
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Hospitals (cont.)
and n; train, 35 ln; boat, 427n; in R.I.,
437; nurses, 449; reportedly inadequate, 457; mentioned, 225n, 342n,
392n
Hovey, Alvin P. ( U.-S. Army), 386n
Howard, John B. (U.S. Army), 453
Howard, Oliver O. (U.S. Army), 34511,
368n
Howe, Albion P. (U.S. Army), 170n ,
177n, 199n,234n,240n,254n
Howlett's Farm, Va., 98n, 134 and n ,
217, 282n, 337n, 37311, 393, 41011
Hudson, Peter T. (staff officer of USG),
3, 226, 344n, S63n
Humphrey, William (Mich. Vols.),
439
Humphreys, Andrew A. ( U.S. Army):
as chief of -staff, 711, 31n, 162, 257n,
373n, 431, 449; as engineer, 42n;
receives intelligence reports, 217n,
218n, 220n, 225n, 272n, 27711, 374n,
434; proposed to command Negro
ttoops, 259, 259n-60n; mentioned,
327n
Humphreys, Benjamin G. (C.S. Army),
310n, 311n
Hunt, Henry J. (U.S. Army): obtains
siege train, 77n, 80n; as chief of art.,
Bln, 114,1, 137, 140n, 141n, 154n,
202n, 350n, 355n, 413n, 443, 448,
4 53
Hunt, Lewis C. ( U.S. Army): telegram to, June 5, 1864, llln; to report to John A. Dix, llln, 14211
Hunter, David ( U.S. Army): on ex:•
pedition to Lynchburg, 7n, 13, 20
and n, 21, 23, 24-25, 28n, 66n, 67
and n, 84n, 95 and n, 129, 131n, 138,
143n, 223n, 244.n, 251J 253n, 262n;
letter to, June 6, 1864, 24-25; to join
cav. forces, 34, 76, 84, 93n, 96n,
102n, 106, 113n; endangered, 1012, 10211, 107n, 110, 113n, 115n,
118n, 123, 125n, 130n, 167n; allegedly destroys private property,
1381 251; and e~edition against
Charlottesville, 143, 178; defends
\Vashington, 153, 154n, 166 and n,
1691 170n, 171 and n, 177n, 184,
197n, 199n, 200n, 203 and n, 205n,
210n, 211, 216, 221, 229n, 232n,
240n, 242, 250, 252n, 256, 260,

lndex
261- 62, 261n, 27S,286n,288n;requested by USG, 154n-55n; where•
abouts unknown, 170n, .234n, .235n,
240n,243n,244n,252n,25Sn,254n;
criticized, 193n, 230n, 251; OSG
praises, 251, 377n; asks USG for
command, 262n; to pmsue Jubal A.
Early, 289, 295 and n, 299 and n,
301n, 302n, SOS and n, 305n, 317n,
355n, 360n, 376, 377- 78, 380; relieved by Philip ll. Sheridan, 358-59,
359n, 360n, 376n, 377-78, 377n; letter to, Aug, 5, 1864, 377- 78
H1.10tington Library, Henry E., San
Marino, Calif.: documents in, 157,
239-40, 263n- 64n, 284, 314-15,
322, 358-59, 361, 363, 369, 374n,
379-80, 381, 382n, 386n, 388-89,
392-93,400,401,408,415-16,418,
420, 421, 421-22, 423-24, 423n,
424, 432 (2)
Hunton, Eppa ( C.S. Army), 113n
Huntsville, Ala., 66n, 263n
ldabo Territory. 408n
Illinois, 66n, 155, 273, 424, 42511
Illinois State Historical Library,
Springfield, Ill.: documents in, 32, 45,
145-46, 198-99, 242-4-3, 280, 300,
35711, 363n, 431
Ulinois Volunteers, 95n, 191n, 374n,
409n,457
Imboden, John D. ( C.S. Anny): in
Sheoaodoab Valley, 34; identifi.e d,
34.n; on Jubal A. Early's raid, 171n,
177n,217,228n,240n
Indiana, 155, 27S, 408n, 424 and n,
425n
Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, Ind.: document in, 376n--77n
Indianapolis, Ind., 25, 386n, 401n, 459
lndiana Volunteers, 235n, 302n, 437,
438,439
Indians, 40811-9n, 425n
Ingalls, 'Rufus ( U.S. Army): q. m,
duties of, 16n, 172n, 246n, 437,443;
arranges transportation, 37n, 128n,
130n, 171n, 313, 318n, 450; builds
bridge, 344n; handles personnel matters, 414n, 435-36, 447, 452; congratulates George E. Pickett, 448
Iowa, 66n, soon
Iverson, Alfred (C.S. Army), 382n
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Jnckson, Eliza M., 279
J ackson, William L, ( C.S. Army),
166n, 167n, 177n
Jackson, Miss., 264n
Jackson, Tenn., 389n
J ackson's River Depot, Va., 138
James River (Va.): USG moves to,
15n, 19-20,23,S4-37,37n-38n,38,
39, 44, 45, 46, 47n, 49n, 54n, 55,
64-65, 438; bridged, 20, 38, -40n43n, 46-47, 47n, 80-81, 91n, 107n,
341n, 374-75; C.S.A. forces near,
50n, 54n, 59n, 69n, 135, 139, 175,
214n, 233, 235n, Sl0 and n, 340n,
341n, 343, 351n, 352, 361, 373n,
388n, 450; obstructed, 58n;. military
action near, 59n, 91-92, 168n, 247,
324; U.S. forces north of, 83 and n,
91n, 98n, 99n, 107n, 115, 175n;
Philip H. Sheridan operates near, 93n,
95, 130n, 131n, 133, 139n, 152,
337n, 343n, 359n; boats in, 98n,
171n, 237n, 386-87, 387n; torpedoes
in, 106n; U.S. troops at, 250, 26811,
270n, 325; expedition north of, 338,
345, 361, 407, 411-12, 415, 418,
420, 421, 424, 426; mentioned, 71n,
80n, 96n, 103, 128n, 135n, 136n,
161, 165~ 193n, 199~ 226,286~
306, 3 11n, 312, 313, 322, 327n,
329n, 335, 342111 350, 393n, 413n,
425n
James River Canal (Va.), 20, 21, 24,
25,143, 179,359n
J amestown Island, Va., 83n, 113n, 444
Janes, Henry W. (staff officer of USG),
3

Jaquess, James F. (peace emissary),
190, 19ln,214,215n,245n
Jarratt's Station, Va., 149n
Jennings House, Va., 34.ln
Jerusalem, Va., 149n
Jerusalem Bridge (Nottoway River),
!49n
J erusalem Plank Road (Va.): U.S.
forces on, 61, 71n, 94n, 101, 102n,
10311, 139n,149n,l74n,224n,35ln,
369n, 448; C.S.A. positions on, 114n,
115n, 185n,188n,224n,225n,307n,
32611; mentioned, 110, 117n, 352n
Johnson, Bradley T. (C.S. Army),
211, 212n, 217, 232n, 240n, 394
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Johnson, Bushrod R. ( C.S. Army),
63n, 69n, 19n, 310n, 370n
J<>hnson's Island, Ohio, 401n
J ohnston, Joseph E . ( C.S. Army): defends Ga., 12n, 18, 141, 180n, 2491
255,256,263n-65n,269,432;reinforcements from, 109n, 111; rein•
forcement!I for, 271, 272n; relieved of
command, ,283n, 291-92, 292n,
·293n; to command in Va., 367n
Jones, J. Russell (friend of USG):
manages USG's finances, 5, 175-76;
letter to, July 5, 1864, 175- 76
Jones, Samuel (C.S. Army), 141,
142n
Jones, William E. (C.S. Army), 28n,
166, 167n, 212n
Jones' Bridge (Chickahominy River),
35, 37
Jones House, Va., 117n, 369n
Jones' Neck (James Riv~), 80, 83 and
n 1 113n,297n,336n
Jordan's Point (Va.), 52n, 168n, 175n,
219n
Judah, Henry M. (U.S. Army), 142n
K anawha River (West Va.), 154n
Kansas, 408n
Kautz, August V. (U.S, Army): demonstrates against Petersburg, 36n,
50n, 57n, 11n, and expedition of
James H. Wilson, 89 and n, 93, 99n,
147, 14711-48n, 149n; to report to
PhiHp H. Sheridan, 14811, 247 aQd n;
telegram to, June 30, 1864, 149n; to
report to George G. Meade, 149n,
372, 374n, 413n; reports results of
raid, 152, 157, 158n, 159n 1 246n:
sent on expedition, 271 and n, 312,
319 and n, 324, 348, 349n, 351711 at
Sycamore Church, 413n
Kearsarge (U.S. Navy), 172n
Kelley, Benjamin F. (U.S. Army),
170n, 17 ln, 2.4 0n
Kelly, Patrick (U.S. Army), 63n
Kelly's Ford (Rappahannock River ),
236n
Kenly, John R. (U.S. Army), 252n,
25411
Kennesaw Mountain (Ga.), 26411,
Kent, William H. (newspaper con-espondent) , 158, 159n-6ln

lrzdex
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Kentucky, 66n, 125ri, 155, 156n, 255 1
261n, 264-n, 266, 267n, 425n,45152

Kershaw, Joseph B. ( C.S. Army): reported moving to Lynchburg, '6 7,
69n; identified, 67n; in Petersbmg
campaign, 257n, 305n, 310n, 311n,
341n, 367n, 370n, 373n, 388n; reported in Shenandoah Valley, 420
Kilpatrick, Judson (U.S. Anny), 445
King, WilliamR. (U.S. Army), 375
Kingsland Creek (Va.), 407n, 416n
King William Court House, Va., 29n
Kinlow, Corporal (C.S. Army), 27n
Kinston, N.C., 132n
Kirkland, William W. (C.S. Army),
174n

Kitching, J . Howard (N,Y. Vols.),
410n,439

21911, 287n, 3171 352,354,421; may
have left Petersbutg, 212, 214n, 2 15,
216, 245 and n, 258n, 276; family
of, 236n, 428n; communication -from,
239; may be reinforced, 249; may
send troops south, 258n, 283n, 389;
mentioned, 35, 169, 213n, 220n,
25711, 26.2n, 286n, 393n

Lee, S. Phillips (U.S. Navy): gWJ•
boats requested from, 46, 77n; reports movement of C.S.A. forces, 59n;
Abraham Lincoln visits, 97, 98n; engages C.S.A. art., 98n; finds message
in bottle, 103; discusses torpedoes,
375; letter to, Aug. 9, 1864-, 386-87;
proposes to withdraw ironclads, 38687, 387n; reports reconnaissance of
Wilmington, 444-45
Lee, Stephen D. ( C.S. Army), 282,
283n,368n

La Grange, Tenn., 283n

Lake Pontchartrain (La.), 1211
Lane, James H . (U.S. Senator), 152,
153n

Lane, James H. (C.S. Army), 174n,
214n,233,235n,310n, 388n
Laurel, Md., 232n, 241n
Law,Evander M. (C.S. Army), 367n
Lea, Anna M., 279
Ledlie, James H. (U.S. Army), 73n1
78n, 4,32
Lee, Fitzhugh ( C.S. Army), 233,
236n,S70n,404n

Lee, Patrick ( C.S. Army) , 118n
Lee, Robert E. ( C.S. Army) : may
send forces to Shenandoah Valley, 13;
letter to, [June 5, 1864], 17; negotiates truce to recover wounded, 17 and
11, .22, 22n-23n, 26-27, 27n, 353n,
370n; offensive power of, 19, 32, 111,
141, 167; letter to, June 6, 1864, 22;
letter to, June 6, 1864, 22n; letter to,
June 7 1 1864, 26-27; letter to, June
7, 1864, 27n; troops of improperly
captured, 27n; defends Petersburg,
51n, 59n1 63n, 102n; sends forces to
Lynchburg, 67 and n, 69n; reported
strength of, 67n, S05n; reinforces P.
G. T. Beauregard, 79n, 80n; letter to,
July 7, 1864, 182-83; asked about
wounded officer, 182-83, 18Sn-84n;
letter to, July 8, 1864, 190; peace
mission sent to, 190, 191n; sends
force toward Washington, 193n, 202,

Lee, William H. F. (C.S. Army),
11Sn,426,427n,428n

Le~bt:.t?.? Va., 244n, 355n, 376,453
Lees Mills, Va., 236n, S26n, 348,
351n

Leet, George K. ( staff officer of USG),
S,87n,363n,395n,402n,455

Leetown, West Va., 166n
Leib, Frank. R. ( Pa. Vols.), 442
Leland, Charles G. ( of Philadelphia) :
letter to, July 18, 1864, 278-79;
sends dagger to USG, 278-79, 279n
Lewisburg, West Va., 7n
Lexington, Va., 84n, 130n
Liberty, Va., 115n
Lincoln, Abraham (U.S. President):
involved in USG's strategy, 45, 263n,
360n, 425n, 435; denies pass to
Mathew Brady, 85n; promotes officers, 86, 87n, 266 and n, .267n.,
S02n, 357n, 398-99, 399n, 401n,
435, 444; visits USG, 97, 98n, 103n4n; asked to relieve William S. Rosecrans, 125 and n, 126n; raises troops,
144n, 261n, 280 and n, 284n, 287n,
38ln, 4.24n; and removal of Benjamin
F. Butler, 156n, 206n, 209n; assists
newspaper conespondent, 160n, 161n;
endorsement to, Oct. 10, 1864, 161.n;
involved in peace mission, 190n,
191n, 192n; and defense of Wash,
ington, 199 and n, 203 and n, 212n1
22ln,222n,230n,244n,26ln,299n,
360n; telegram to, July 10, 1864,
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203; approves removal of William F.
Smith, 211n; reelection of, 253n,
424; letter to, JuJy 171 1864, 266;
t-elegram to, July 19, 1864, 280; involved with military justice, 286n,
431,432,453, 456-57; letter to, July
25, 1864, 308- 10; asked to consolidate depts., 308- 10; meets USG at
Fort Monroe, 315, 3 15n-16n, 356,
357n; telegram to, July 29, 1864,
316n; telegram to, July 30, 1864,
31Gn; telegram to, Aug. 4, 18641
360n; and battle of the Crater, 36411;
informed that USG in Washington,
376n; praises William T. Sherman's
campaign, 381 1 401n; authorizes enlistment of prisoners, 385n-86n; informed about Mobile, 392n; letter to,
Aug. 11, 1864., 398-99; telegram to,
June 29, 1864, 441; signature of, 452
Liquor, 207n, 209n, 399n-400n, 431,
455
Little Roanoke River (Va.), 9611

Livingston, Frank S. (N.Y. Vols.),
40n

Lockwood, Henry H . (U.S. Army), 7n
Logan, John A. (U.S. Army), 266n67n, 457

Logan, Mrs. John A., 457
Long Branch, N.J., 371
Long Bridge ( Chickahominy River),
35, 37, 39, 129, 296n, 427n

Longstreet, James ( C.S. Anny): i.o
Petersburg campaign, 58n, 63n, 69n,
94n, 107n, 119n, 157n, 202n-3n,
21311, 219n, 233, .257n, 277, 291,
305n, 310n, 345111 34811, 37011, 388
and n, 4.01, 415,418,420, 421 1 426;
deserters from, 94-n, 119n, 221, 228,
239, 277n, 348,1, 370n, 401; reported
in Shenandoah Valley, 222n, 231n,
232n, 234,n, 305n, 402n, 404n; reported to have left Petersburg, 256,
25'7n; possible attack by, 272n, 215,
277n
Loring, Charles G. (U.S. Army), 414n
Loring, William W. (C.S. Anny), 12n,
368n
Louisiana, 440
Louisville, Ky., 26ln, 266, 267n, 273
Loup Creek (West Va.), 154n
Love, Mrs. Walter, Flint, Mich.: document owned by, 357

Low, Frederick F . (Gov. of Calif.),
422n

Lowell, Charles R., Jr. (Mass. Vols.),
229n,230n,24Sn,244n,S80n

Lubey, Timothy (N.Y. Vols.), 4.0n,
342n

Ludlow, Benjamin C. (Mo. Vols.),
52n,148n,394n

Lydig, Philip M. (U.S. Army), 414n
Lynchburg, Va.: U.S. forces moving
against, 13, 20, ·21, 24, 66n, 84n,
95n, 10211, 11311, 115n, 167n, 22Sn,
244n, 253n, 26211; railroad at, 21, 24,
84-n, 30011, 303, 453; C.S.A. forces
at, 67 and 11, 69n, 167n, 240n
Lyon, S. E. (of New York City), 209n

M cAlester, Miles-D. (U.S. Army), 33
andn
McCallist~, Harvey C. (C.S. Army),
21n

McCallum, Daniel C. (U.S. Army),
24Sn

McCandless, William (Pa. Vols.),
302n,439

McCausland, John ( C.S. Army): campaigns in Md., 211,217 and n, 230n,
240n, 244n, 254n; identified, 212n;
surprised, 394
McClellau, George B. (U.S. Army),
32nr43n,252n,253n,286n
McClellan (steamship) , 252n
McClernand, John A. (U.S. Army),
210n,455
McCook, Alexander M. (U.S. Army)i
210n,229n,230n,23ln,243n,254n
McCook, Edward M. (U.S. Army),
283rJ, 382n
McCormick, Charles (U.S. A~y),
445
McCreary, David B. (Pa. Vols.), 63n
McDowell, Irvin (U.S. Army), 4.2 2,
422n-23n
McElroy, James N. (Ohio Vols.),
398-99, 399n-400n
McGee, James E. (N.Y. Vols.), 63n
McGowan, Samuel (C.S. Army),
214-n, 233, 235n, 310n, 4,27n
McIntosh, David G. ( C.S. Army),
218n,219n
McIntosh, John B. (Pa. Vols.), 302n,
327-11,437,438,4391 458
Mackenzie, Ranald S. ( U.S. Army),
434
.
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Mc Laws, Lafayette ( C.S. Anny), 94n,
305n, 310n, 3lln,S2ln
McMahon, Martin T . (U.S. Army),
439
Ma.c on, Ga., '249, 283n, 292n, 293n,
382n
M acon and Western Railroad, 383n
Macon Confederate (newspaper), 291,
S73n
M cPherson, James B. (U.S. Army):
in Ga. campaign, 263n, 265n, 283n1
432- 33; killed, 292n, 301, 397,
397n-98n; praised by USG, 396
Mahone, William (C.S. Army): at
Petersburg, 168n, 213n, 217n, 218n,
219n,225n,233,236n,277n,S30n,
334n,370n,388n;identified,236n
Maine Volunteers, 8711, 195n, 296n,
297n, 320n, 437
Malvern Hill (Va.), 44, 45, 54n, 59·n ,
237n, 270n, 296n, 29711, 313, 320n,
333
Manning's [Manney's] Neck, N.C., 4-54
Maps, 51n, 71n, 101, 103, 135n, 337n
Marietta, Ga., 7n, 133n, 169n, 264n,
382n
Marshall, Elisha G. (N.Y. Vols.), 439
Martin, George D. (N.Y. Vols.), 432
Martin, James P. (U.S. Army), 437
Martin, Leonard (U.S. Army), 188n,
44,6
Martin, Marion T. (C.S. Army), 27n
Martindale, John H. (U.S. Army): at
Petersburg, 72n, 79n, 80n, 82n, 83n;
a.ssigned to command, 165n, 211n,
275, 276n, 288n; destroys entrenchments, 248 and n; identified, 248n;
telegram to, July 14, 1864, 248n
MartinsbllJ'g, West Va., 166n, 171n,
177n,23211,252n,253n,S55n, 380n
Maryland: invaded, 154n, 169, l 70n7ln, 172n, 212,217, 219n, 223 and
n,228,239,240n,241,242---4S,250 1
254n,255,257n,2581 261,262,268,
273,274,276,286n,299n,300,304,
308, 315, 317n, 359-n, 361n, 379,
381, 453; C.S.A, troops from, 212111
252n; mentioned, 121n, 204
Maryland Heights, Md., 17011, 171,
193n,203,254n
Maryland Volunteers, 7n
Mason, Addison G. (U.S. Army), 75
and n
Massachusetts, 284
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Massachusetts Volunteers, 108n, 12011,
185n,270n,370n,437,439,447
Massaponilx Church, Va., 84-85
Mattapony River (Va.), 94n
Maury, Dabney H. (C.S. Army), 12n,
392n
M eade, George G. ( U.S. Army): at
Cold Harbor1 4, 7n, 8, 8·rl.-9n, 13,
14r1, 15 and n, 16n, 21, 29n, 30,
31n, 33n, 253n; removes dead and
wounded, 18n, 27n1 82n-83n, 84n,
352n-53n, 369n-70n; crosses James
River, 36-37, 37n.- 38n, 40n, 44•, 4647, 41n, 49n, 51, 54n-55n; recom•
mends against promotions, 40n-4ln;
in Petersburg campaign, 57-427 passim, 441, 445, 448, 449-50, 451,
453, 458; constructs telegraph, 79n,
83n; recommends promotions, . 86,
87n, 302n, 4,34, 4351 437-S9, 440;
informed about Abraham Lincoln,
103n-4n; considers relieving Gouver•
neur K. Warren, 104n-6n; at battle
of the Wilderness, 107-8, 108n;
criticizes Horatio G . Wright, 116n;
and failure to capture Petersburg,
145-46, 14711; in controversy with
correspondent, 158, 159n-6ln, 227;
criticizes James H. Wilson, 188n;
USG considers replacing, 188n, 252n,
253n, 309; criticized by William F.
Smith, 208n, 210n; requests relief of
Ambrose E. Burnside, 36311, 364n,
413-14, 414n, 415n; requests resignations, 431; Abraham Lincoln signatur~ verified for, 452
-Correspondence from USG: letter to,
June 2, 1864, 8; letter to, June 2,
1864., 8n-9n; letter to, June 3, 1864,
13; letters to, June 3, 1864 (2), 14n;
letter to, June 4, 1864, 15; endorsement to, J une 31 1864, 15r1; en•
dorsement to, June 4, 1864, 15n;
endorsement to, June 5, 1864, 1811;
letter to, June 5, 1864, 21; endorse•
ment to, June 7, 1864, 2711; letter to,
June 8, 1864, 30-31; letter to, June
11, 1864, 36-37; letter to, June 13,
1864,, 44; letter to, June 14, 186(4],
46-47; letter to, June 16, 1864, 6061; letter to, June 16, 1864, 61-62;
letter to, [June 16, 1864], 62; letter
to, June 1(7), 1864, 74; letter to,
June 17, 1864, 75; telegram to, June
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18, 1864, 78; letter.s to, June 18,
1864. (2), 19n; telegram to, June 19,
1864, 82; telegram to, June 19, 1864,
82n-83n; telegram to, June 19, 1864,
83; telegram to, June 19, 1864, 84;
telegram to, June 20, 1864, 92-98;
telegram to, June 20, 1864, 93- 94;
telegram to, June 20, 1864, 93n; endorsement to, June 20, 1864, 94n;
letter to, June 20, 1864, 95; letter to,
June 20, 1864, 96; telegram to, June
21, 1864, 101; telegram to, June 21,
1864, 101-2; telegram to, June 21,
1864, 103; telegram to, June 21,
1864, 103n-4n; letter to, June 22,
1864, 107-8; telegram to, June 22,
1864, 108n; telegram to, June 23,
1864, 114; telegram to, June 23,
1864, 115-16; telegrams to, June 23,
1864 ( 3), 116n; telegr·am to, June
23, 1864, 116n-l7n; telegram to,
June 2.4, 1864, 126; telegram to,
June 26, 1864, 136- 31; telegram to,
June 26, 1864, 137n; telegram to,
June 21, 1864, 139; telegram to,
June 27, 1864, 140; telegram to,
June 28, 1864, 143; letter to, June
28, 1864, 144-.45; letter to, June 28,
1864, 145-46; telegram to, June
[29], 1864, 147; telegrams to, June
30, 1864 (2), 149n; telegram to, July
2, 1864, 157; telegram to, July 2,
18641 158; telegram to, July l, 1864,
J58n; telegram to, July 2, 1864,
159n- 60n; telegram to, July 1 or .2,
1864, 160n; telegram to, July 2,
1864, 161; telegram to, July 3, 1864,
167- 68; telegram to, July 3, 1864,
167n; telegram to, July 3, 1864,
169n; telegram to, July 6, 1864, 17172; telegram to, July 5, 1864, 172n;
telegram to, July 5, 1864, 173; teleg ram to, .JuJy 6, 1864, 178-79; telegram to, July 6, 1864, 179n; telegram
to, July 6, 1864, 179n-80n; tele-grams to, July 6, 1864 (2), 180n;
telegram to, July 7, 1864, 183n;
telegram to, July 1, 1864, 183n; telegram to, July 7, 1864, 185; telegram
to, July 8, 1864, 193-94; teleg:rams
to, July 8, 1864 (2), 195n; telegram
to, July 9, 1864, 201; telegram to,
July 9, 1864, 202; telegrams to, July
9, 1864 (2), 202n; telegram to, July
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10, 1864, 211; telegram to, July 10,
1864, 212-13; telegram to, July ll,
1864, 215- 16; telegram to, July 11,
1864, 216-17; telegram to, .July 11,
18.64, 218; telegram to, July 12,
1864, 223-24; telegram to, July 12,
1864, 224; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 247; telegram to, July 14.,
1864, 247-48; telegram to, July 14,
18641 248-49; telegram to, July 14,
1864, 250; telegram to, July 17,
1864, 251n; telegram to, July 15,
1864, 256--57; telegram to, July 15,
1864, 258; letter to, July 15, 1864,
259; telegram to, July 16, 1.864,
260n; telegram to, July 17, 1864,
271-72; telegram to, July 18, 1864,
27411; telegram to, July 18, 1864,
276-77; telegram to, July 20, 1864,
283n-84n; telegram to, July 20,
1864, 287n; telegram to, July 26,
1864, 293n; telegram to, July 21,
1864, 295n; telegram to, July 26,
1864, 302n; letter to, July 24, 1864,
304-5; letter to, July 24, 1864, 3057; endorsement to, July 24, 1864,
305n; letter to, July 25, 1864, 312;
letter to, July 25, 1864, 312-14:
telegram to, July 26, 1864, 320-21;
telegram to, July 26, 1864, 32ln2211; letter to, July 26, 1864, 322;
telegram to, July 26, 1864, 3231
telegram to, July 26, 1864, 323n;
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 326;
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 326n;
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 328;
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 329- 30;
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 329n;.
telegram to, July 27, 1864, 330°n; letter to, July 28, 1864, 332n; telegram
to, July 28, 1864, 333- 34; telegram
to, July 28, 1864, 334-35; telegram
to, July 28, 1864, 335; telegram to,
July 28, 1864, 336n; telegram to,
July 2 9, 1864, 34.0n; telegram to,
July 29, 1864, 34111; telegram to,
July 29, 1864, 343; letter to1 July
29, 1864, 344; telegram to, July 291
1864, 344n; telegram to, July 30,
18641 350; telegrams to, July SO,
1864 (2), 351n; telegram to, July
SO, 1864, 352; telegram to, July 30,
1864, 353- 54; telegram to, July 30,
1864, 353n; telegram to, July 30,
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Meade, George G . (cont.)
1864, 354; telegram to, J uly SO,
1864, 35411; telegram to, Aug. 1,
1864, 368; telegram to, Aug. l,
1864, 369; telegram to~ Aug. 3,
1864, 370n; telegram to, Aug. 4,
1864, 374n; telegram to, Aug. 9,
1864, 384n; telegram to, Aug. 10 ,
1864, 39ln- 92n; telegram to, Aug.
10, 1864, 392n; telegrams to, Aug.
10, 1864 (2), 39511; telegram to,
Aug. 13, 1864, 395n; telegram to,
Aug. 11, 1864, 402- S; telegram to,
Aug. 1 I, 1864, 402n; telegram to,
Aug. 13, 1864, 410n; telegram to,
Aug. 13, 1864, 412; telegram to,
Aug. lS, 18641 41211; telegram to,
Aug. 13, 1864, 413-14; telegram to,
Aug. 14, 1864, 414n; telegram fo,
Aug. 14, 1864,, 419; telegram to,
Aug. 14, 1864, 420n; note to, J une
4, 1864, 431; telegram to, July 7,
1864, 4-45; telegram to, July 20,
1864, 449-50; letter to, July 25,
1864, 452; telegram to, J uly 30,
1864.,453
Medicine: care of wounded, 17, 17n18n122, 22n-2311, 26-27, 27n, 29n,
427-n, 445, 450; illness, 193n, 409n;
fraudulent medical examination, 442;
insane soldiers, 453. See also H ospitals
Meigs, Montgomery C. ( U.S. Army) t
q. m. duties of, 20n, 171n, 196, 196119711, 304n, 357, 435, 452; telegram
to, July 9, 1864, 196; defends Washington, 229n, 254n; letter to, July :n,
1864-, 357; endorsement to, July 25,
1864,452
Memphis, T enn., 7n, 1211, 2011, 66n,
88 ru1d n, 125n, 196n, 389n, 448, 456
Memphis and Charleston Railroad,
196 and 11, 197n
Mendell, George H. (U.S. Army) , 4,
Sn
Merritt, Henry A. ( USMA cadet), 443
Mexican War, 69n, 126n, 167n, 235n,
298n,42311, 425n
Michie, Peter S. (U.S. Army), 34hz,
3 42n, 4 13n
Michigan, 42511
MichigaJl, University of, Ano Arbor,
Mich.: documents in, 111- 12, 12425, 155- 56

Index
Michigan Volunteers, 439, 449
Middlebrook, Va., 34
Middletown, Md., 193n
Miles, Nelson A. ( U.S. Army), 36411,
427n
Miller, J ohn F. (U.S. Army), 261n
Millike.n's Bend, La., 455
Millwood, Va., 355n
Milroy, Robert H. (U.S. Army), 210n
Mine Run, Va., 104n, 105n, 106n
Minnesota Volunteers, 126n
Mississippi, 15711, 2 13n, 26411, 305n,
388
Mississippi River, 66n, 100, 111, 112,
124, 125n,237n,265,421,423
Mississippi Volunteers, 311n
Missouri, 156n
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis,
Mo.: documents in, 360n, 405
Mobile, Ala., 1n, 12 and n, 18, 264n,
37311, 391, 39ln-92n, 423, 424
Molineux, Edward L. (U.S. Army),
S49n
Monocacy, Md., battle of: Lewis Wallace defeated at, 199n, 205n, 2 11,
212n, 215, 223 and n, 228n, 240n,
361n, 376n, 311n; USG at site of,
376 and n, 381, S83
Monocacy River (Md.), 170n, 198n,
202,252n,254n,31711,324n,360n
Montgomery and West Point Railroad,
264n, 265n
Monticello (U.S. Navy), 444
Moorefield, West Va., 166n, 380n, 394
Morehead City, N.C., 132n
Morgan, Charles H. (U.S. Army ),
4 38, 4.39
Morgan, John H. (C.S. Army), 66n,
26411, 434-35
Morgan, Michael R. (U.S. Army), 436
Morgan (C.S. Navy), 392n
MorgaJ1 Library, Pierpont, New York,
N.Y.: document in, 262-63
Morris, Gen., 43n
Morris, Isaac N. ( friend of USG): letter to, July 12, 1864, 227; intervenes
for newspaper correspondent, 227,
228n, 396; letter to, Aug. 10, 1864,
396- 97; writes biographical sketch
of USG, 397
Morr.is, Thomas ( U.S. Senator), 122
Morton, Oliver P. (Gov. of Ind.), 25,
273,424
Mosby, John S. ( C.S. Army): in Shen-

Index
andoah Valley, 16on, 167n, 17111,
171n, 355n, 404,n; reported in Md.,
240n
Mott, Gershom (U.S. Army), 427n
Mount Crawford, Va,, 28n
Mower, Joseph A. (U.S. Army), 381n,
400,401n
Muddy Branch Creek (Md.), 254n
Mulford, John E. (N.Y. Vols.), 215n,
.265n
Murchison, John R. ( C.S. Army), 27n
Murphy, William R. (U.S. Army),
161 and n, 162n
N ashville, Tenn., 66,i, 255, 261n,
273, 389 and n, 446
National Intelligencer (newspaper),
397
National Relief Association, 432
Nebraska Territory, 408n
Negroes: '!IS soldiers, 52n, 51n, 58n59n, 68-69, 68n, 72n, 82, 99-100,
100n, 112, ll9n-22n, .234n, 246n,
250, 266, .281, 282n, 284 and n,
364n, 405-6, 423, 421n, 440, 441;provide information, 95n, 130n,
140n, 203n, 213n, 219n, 225n, 327n,
347n, 370n; health of, 100n; as
slaves, 115n, 140n, 149n, 327n,
312n; defended by Benjamin F. Butler, ll9n-22n; A.ndrew A. Humphreys .refuses command of, 259,
259n-60n; build C.S.A. fortifications,
264.n; employed, 282n, 389; killed,
384n; sent to Nashville, 389
Neill, Edward M. (U.S. Army), 414n,
415n
Neill, Thomas H . (U.S. Army), 94n
New Berne, N.C., 96, 140, 249, 258n,
281,28ln-82n,433,454
New Creek (WestVa.), 17h
New Hampshire Volunteers, 6311,
132n,446
New Jersey, 425n
New Jersey Volunteers, 300n, 439
New Market, Hanover County, Va.,
296n, 297n, 313, 320n, 326n, 332
and n, 333, 367n, 416n
New Market, Shenandoah County, Va.,
262n
New Mexico Territory, 12~25, 12511,
386n,42Sn
New Orleans, La., 9, 193n, 197n,
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204m, 232n, 233n, 252n, 310 and n,
318n,319n,357,448,455
Newspapers: of C.S.A. provide intelligence, 12n, 28n, 34, 66n, 7 ln, 84n,
95, 102n, 110, 113n, 115n, 118n,
123, 129, 138, 141, 142, 143, 168n,
175n, 180n, 191n, 232n, 249, 25 6,
257n, 258n, 282, 283n, 291-92,
292n, 301, 321n, 322n, 367 and n,
373n, 382n, 391, '39ln-92n, 402n;
comment on Negroes, 100n, 364n;
charges in, 145--46, 146n-47n, 227;
manipulated, 156n; correspondents
arrested,158, I59n- 6ln,227,227n28n; Lewis Wallace approves story in,
199n; report USG drinking, 207n9n; suppressed, 25 1, 252n; correspondent interviews USG, 45 1
New York, 12, 199n, 222n, 23111,
42511,441,442,454
New York City: William F. Smith at,
165n,208n,209n,2ll n,252n;Sanitary Fai.r at, 293-94, 294n; Julia D ent
Grant advised to live near, 371; sends
resolution of thanks, 433; mentioned,
85n, 131n, 185n, 192n, 408, 415n,
458
New-York Historical Society, New
York, N.Y.: document in, 1,22
New York.Times (newspaper), 160n
New York Tribune (newspaper), 158,
159n-61n,208n
New York Volunteers
-5th Battery, 154n
-2nd Cav., 4-58
-5th Cav,; 439
-6th Cav,, 439
- 9th Cav., 184n
- 22nd Cav., 455
-1st Dra_goons, 184n
- 2 nd Heavy Art, , 408n, 410n
-6th Heavy Art., 287n, 409, 410n,
439,446
-9th Heavy Art., 192n, 195n
- lOtl1- Heavy Art., 127n, 409, 409n10n
- 13th Heavy Art., 270n, 329n
-14th Heavy Art., 439
-8th Inf., 131n
-40th Inf., 63n, 438
- 49th Inf ., 437
-64th Int, 17Sn
-69th Inf., 63n
- 79th Inf., 432
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New York Volunteers (cont.)
-96th Inf., 142n
-lOOth Inf., 419n
-ll8th Inf., 444
-3rd Light Art., 453
Noland's Ferry (Potomac River),
252n

Norfolk, Va., 5011, 139n, 15611, 157n,
245n, 24611, 258n, 385, 441, 447
North Ca·r olina (C.S. Navy), 445
North Carolina: C.S.A, vols. {rom, 26,
27n, 101n, 113n, 218n, 235n; U.S.
forces in, 72n, 82, 132n, l56n1 173,
407n,415n

Norton, Lemuel B. (U.S. Signal
Corps): reports C.S.A. movements,
50n, 98n, 132n, 13511, 144n, 21511,
40711; mentioned, 340n, 341n, 348n,
349n

Nottoway County, Va., 452
Nottoway River (Va.), 14.9n
Oaths, 434
Ohio, 711, 29n, 99n, 136n, 166n, 228n,
268, 273, 424 and n, 425n, 441
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus,
Ohio: documents in, 278-79, 279n
Ohio River, 197n, 2 lOn, 25311, 302n
Ohio Volunteers, 72n, 398, 399t1, 4404,1, 456, 4,57

Okolona, Miss., 283n
Old Brunswick, N,C., 444
Old Court House, Va., 139n, l 731t
Onondaga (U.S. Navy), 237n
Opelika, Ala., 283n, 293n
0pium,4·3 1
Orange Court Bouse, Va., 66n, 303,
404n

Ord, Edward 0. C. (U.S. Army): commands 18th Anny Corps, 165n, 287,
288 and n; defends Baltimore, l 'T1n,
192 and n, 203, 204, 215, 221-22,
221n, 222n, 229n, 230n, 23Ir,, 232n,
234n, ,239n, 240n, 241, 24ln-42n,
244n, 252n, .254n1 286n; considered
.for 10th Army Corps, 182111 260n,
276n; telegram to, July 13, 1864,
238; art. of, 238 and n, 239, 34911,
350n, 355n, 4097i- l0n; telegram to,
July 14, 1864, 238n; telegram to,
July 15, 1864, 239n; ordered to
USG, 252n; informed about Atlanta,
292n; telegram to, July 23, 1864,
292n; staff of, 301n; in P etersburg

campaign, 306, 330n, 336n, 338,
339, 344 and n, 346n-47n, 348 and
n, 349n, 350 and n, 35111, 352n,
380n, 402n. 418, 4,18n-19n, 419,
419n.-20n; telegram to, July 27,
1864, 330n; telegrams to, July 28,
1864 ( 3), 336n; telegram to, July
30, 1864, 346n-47n; C.S.A. mine in
front of, 370n, 373n; needs q, m,, 453
Oregon, 4.22
Orwin, Thomas P, (U.S. Consul), 457
Osceola (gunboat), 372n

0 sterhaus, Peter J, (U.S. Army),
302n,315

Ould, Robert ( C.S.A. prisoner agent),
190, 19ln,215n,245n

Owen, Joshua 'I'. (U.S. Anny), 431
Paducah, Ky., 392
Page, Henry (U.S.Army), 447
Page House, Va., 137n
Paine, Charles J . (U.S. Army), 4,40
Palmer, Innis N". (U.S. Army), 132n,
454

Palmer, John M . (U.S. Army h 434
Pamunkey River ( Va. ), 21, 76 and n,
77n,84

Parke, John G. (U.S. Army), 43n, 414
and n, 419 and n
Parke (steamboat), 270n
Parker, Ely S. (staff officer of USG):
on USG's staff, 3, 226n; issues orders,
15n, 31n, 192n, 211n, 268n, 288n,
-436, 449; corresponds for USG, 28,
190n-9ln,238n, 349n, 372n, 373n,
431-32, 453; discusses battle of the

Crater, 363n
.Parkersburg, West Va., 171n, 177n,
253n
Pascagoula, Miss., 12n
P atrick, Marsena R. (U.S. Army),
113n, 180n, 210n, 456
Patterson's Creek (West Va.), 170n,
171,172n
Patuxent River (Md.), 121n
Peach Tree Creek (Ga.), 283n
Peirce, Luther H. (U.S. Anny), 414n,
435
Peninsular Campaign {Va.), 33n,
426n

Pennsylvania: threatened, 154..n, 171t,,
193n, 218n, 219n, 225n, 274, .2 86n,
299n, 317n, 360n, 425n.; U.S. troops
from, 199n, 222n, 231n, 268; U.S.
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cav. in, S59n; cav. raid in, 368, 381,
453; draft in, 42511, 451
Pennsylvania, Historical Society of,
Philadelphj!l, Pa.: documents in, 14n,
46-47,54n,62,75,78,79n,8ln,82
(2), 82n, 82n-83n (2), 83 (2), 83n
(2), 84 (2), 90n (2), 92-93 (2),
93-94 (2), 93n (2), 101 (2) , 1012 (2), 103 (2), 103n-4n (2), 104n6n, 107-8, 108n (2), 114 (2), 11516 (2), 116n (4), 117n (2), 126
(2), 127n (2), 130n-3ln, 136-37
(2) , 139 (2), 13911 (2) , 140 (2),
141n (2), 143 (2), 143n-44n (2),
147 (2 ), 148n (2), 149n (2), 157n
(2), 158n (4), 160n (2), 161 (2),
167- 68 (2), 167n (4), 171- 72 (2),
172n (4), 178- 79 (2), 179n (2),
l 79n-80n ( 2), 180n ( 5), 180n-8 ln,
l.8lt1 (2), 183n (4), 185 (2), 195n
(7), 201 (2), 202 (2), 20211 (6),
203n (2), 211 (2), 212- 13 (2),
215-16 (2), 216-17 (2), 218 (2),
223-24 (2), 224 (2), 22511 (4),
241-48, 250 (2), 251n, 256-57,
25711, 258 (2), 259,.25911-60n, 260n
(3), 268n (2), 271-72 (2), 274n
(2), 276-77 (2), 277n (2), 287n
(3), 293n (2), 295n (2), 302ri (2),
305n (3), 307n, 312 (2), 320-21
(2), 322n ( 2), 323 ( 2), 323n,-24n,
326n (2), 329n (2), 330n (2),
332n, 334-35 (2), 334n, 335 (2),
336n (2), 341n ( 3), 343, 344n,
345n, 346n (2), 350 (2), 351n (4),
352 (2), 352n, 353-54 (2) 1 353n
(5), 354n (6), 355n, 364,n (2),
370n, 374n (2), 395n (6), 402-3
(2), 402n (2), 410n (3), 412 (2),
412n (2), 413- 14 (2), 414n (3),
41511, 419 (2), 449-50 (2), 452
(2), 453-54
Pennsylvania Volunteers
-1st Cav., 300n
-3rd Cav., soon, 302n, {324n, 437,
438,439
-6th Cav., 300n
-8th Cnv., 131n, 300n
-16th Oav., 439
-45th Inf., 439
-48th Inf., 439
-49th Inf., 439
-5oth Inf., 439
-56th Inf., 437
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-62nd Inf., 439
-116th fnf., 442
-145th Inf., 438
-148th lilf., 438-39
-2nd Reserves, 459
-5th Reserves, 75n
Penrose, WilliamH. (N.J.Vols.),439
Pensacola, Fla., 265n
Peter's Bridge (Nottoway River), 149n
Petersburg, Va.: assaulted, 35-76 passiin, 145-46, 146n-47n, 159n, 161n,
210n; besieged, 58...-428 passim; newspapers of, 71-n , 110, q5n1 138, 141,
142,143
Petersburg and Lynchburg Railroad,
6ln,93,96n,102n, 157, 249n
Petersburg Expre:ss (newspaper), 71n
Philadelphia, Pa., 151, 232n, 240n,
244n, 250, 279n, 282n, SOB, 371,
383
Philadelphia Inquirer (newspaper),
227n
Phillips, Capt., 89n
Phillips, Va., 130n
Pickett, George E. ( C.S. Army): in
Petersburg campaign, 54n, .58n,
174n, 2 14n, 2 16, 233, 235n, 257n,
258n, 370n, 388n, 415, 418; reportedly on expedition, 61n, 154n;
refuses communication, 245n; letter
to, July 18, 1864, 448; USG congratulates, 448
Piedmont, Va., battle of, 167n
Pierce, Byron R. (U.S. Army), 445
Pioneers, 389
Piper, Alexander (N.Y. Vols.), 127n
Pitkin, Perley P. (U.S. Army), 16n,
29n
Pittsburgh, Pa., 268, 359n, 360n
Plantations, 125n, 428n
Pleasant Valley, West Va., 252n
P lew (scout), 453
Pocahontas Bridge (Appomattox River), 163n
P oint Lookout, Md.: comm-and of,
121n; intended raid on, 240n, 241,
24ln-42n, 316n, 340n, 405 nnd n;
steamboats pass, 243n; prisoners at,
285n, 433; mentioned, 71n
Point of Rocks (Appomattox River),
46n, 58n, 62n, 10011, ll8n, 131n,
184n, 35 ln, 451
Polk, Leonidas (C.S. Army), 12n,
265n
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Pontotoc, Miss., 283n
Poolesville, Md., 240n
Pope, John (U.S. Army), 385, 386n,
408, 4 08n- 9n,425n

Porter, David D. ( U.S. Navy), 12n
Porter, Horace ( staff officer of USG) :
on USG's staff, 3; suggested as ord,
nllJ)ce officer, 141n; carries letters,
183n, 18411; ill, 226, 226n-27n; at
battle of the Crater, S6Sn; assists
Julia Dent Grant, 371, 379, 383; .i nvestigates e;\."])losion, 384n-85n
Port Hudson, L a., 74n, 100n
Portsmouth, Va., 246n
Portsmouth Grove, R.L, 437
Port Walthall, Va.: U.S. forces near,
50n, 57n; railroad at, 69n, 9 1n, l07n1
215n, S20n, 36711, 417n; C.S,A.
movements at, 113n, 132n, 214n,
233,235n,236n, 3l0n,373n

Potomac River: C.S.A. forces cross,
20311, 223n, 229n, 241, 254n, 261,
:273, 286n, 354, 376, '377 and n, 378,
S80n; defense of, 299, 404n; navigation of, 450; mentioned, 121n,
222n,317n, 355n
Potter, Robert B. (U.S. Army) , 43n,
63n, 73n, 439
Powell, Thomas J. (C.S. Army), 34011
Price, Sterling {C.S. Army), 89ti
Prince George Court House, Va., 71n,
139~, 157n , 168n,225n
Princeton, N.J., 371, 379, 383

Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.:
documents in, 19- 20, 34-36, 57-58,
144--45, 173, 304-5, 305- 7, 3 1214, 344; gr11duates of, 212n, 371
Procter's Creek (Va.), 135n
Proctor's Tavet:n, Va., 2 24-n, 225n
Puffer, Alfred F. (U.S. Army), 184n
Purcellville, Va., 274
Quinby, Isaac F. (of Rochester, N.Y.),
448

Rae, Robert (U.S. Army), 183, 18411
Ralei.gh (C.S. Navy) , 445
Raleigh, N.C., 201n
Ramseur, Stephen D . ( C.S. Army),
24011,25211

Randallstown, Md., 254n
Ransom, Matt W. (C.S.. Army), 79n,
322n

Ransom, Robert, Jr. (C.S. Army),
193n, 217 and n, 218n, 240n
Ransom, Thomas E.G. ( U.S. Army),
4,33

Rapidan River (Va.), BOn, l08ti1
174n, 194n,227,299n,300n,324m

Rappahannock River (Va.), 42n
Rawlins, John A. (staff officer of
USG): corresponds for USG, 411,
29n, 39n, 40n, 47n, 54n, 69n, 82n,
104n-6n, 107n, 118n, 119n-22n,
126n- 27n, 130n, 144n, 162n, 16311,
164n-65n, 172n, 181n, 182n, 188n,
195n, 20411, 210n- lln, 230n, 232n33n, 238n, 243n-44n, 252n- 53t1,
257n, 268n, 269n, 29611,29711, 301
and n, 302n, 318n, 325n, 341-n, 945n,
35611,S64n,374n,399n-:4,00n,409n,
432-33, 434, 435, 443, 444, 450,
4.52; requests photograph, 25, health
of, 151; and USG's drinking, 207n,
20911; comments on William F. Smith,
2.1 0n; delivers letter to Abraham Lincoln, 309, 315n- 16n; telegrams to,
[July 29, 1864] (2), 34211; men~
tioned, 3, 89n
Rawlins, Mrs. John A., 209n, 210n
Read, Theodore (U.S. Army) , 440

Reams' Station, Va.: James H. Wilson
expedition to, 109n, 115n, 140n;
C.S.A. forces at, 137n, 201n, 233,
236n, 427n; railroad at, 140n, 194n,
201n; U.S. forces at, 147 and n, 148n,
149n, 152, 216n, 219n, 220, 22411,
225 n, 237n, 257n; mentioned, 32711
Red River, 12n, 436
Reilly, James W. (U.S. Anny), 382n83n
Religion, 449, 450
Reno, Marcus A. (U.S. Army), 439,
455- 56
Resaca, Ga., 263n

Reynolds, Joseph J. (U.S. Army), 12,
25,155,234.n

Reynoldsburg, T enn., 255
Rhode Island Volunteers, 29n, 154n,
437, 439, 453

Richmond, Lewis ( U.S. Army ), 414n,
41511

Richmond, Va.: mmtary operations
near, 16-428 passim; newspapers of,
2811, 34, 113n, 123, 129, 175n, 180111
191n, 257, 282, 292n, 301, 314n,
367n, 373n, 382n, 391, 39111-9211;
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militia in, 67n; railroads to, 67n, 91,
13211, 138, 215n, 219n, 222, 300n,
303, 330n, 331n, S40n, 341n, 345,
35 ln, 373n, 417n; bridges leading to,
96ni Unionists in, 196n; visited by
peace mission, 191n; planned expulsion of civilians from, 345n; spies in,
388,434
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad, 19
Richmond and Danville Railroad, 61n,
93, 9611, 10211, 106,, 141, 14,3, 157,
249 and n
Richmond and Petersburg Railroad,
57n,59n,6ln, 62, 65,68, 69n, 73n,
99n,214n,220n,40211
Richmond and York River Railroad,
1411, 1511,28,2911,
Richmond Dispatch (newspaper), S82n
Richmond
Enquirer (newspaper),
283n,392n,394
Richmond Examiner (newspaper), 84n,
32ln,S22n,S67n,392n
Richmond Senti11el (newspaper), 71n,
115n,392n
Richrrwnd Whig (newspaper), 291
Riclcetts, James B. (U.S. Army): sent
to defend Baltimore, 193n, 195n,
199n, 20011, 204, 205n, 211, 215,
232n, 234n, 244n, 252n, 254n; recommended for promotion, 439
Riddle, William (U.S. Army), 117n
Ripley, Miss., 282
Roanoke River (Va. ) , 96n
llobertson, J ennette ( of Iowa): letter
to, July 21, 1864, 450
Robinett, Henry C. (U.S. Army) , 89n,
455
Robinson, John C. (U.S. Army), 439,
440
Rochester, University of, Rochester,
N.Y.: document in, 324
Rock Island, 111., 385n, 401n
Rockville, Md., 203n, 222n, 22Sn,
229n, 231n, 232n, 234m, 243n, 244n,
31'7n,359n,378
Rodes, Robert E. ( C.S. Army) : div. on
raid, 197n, 217n, 240n, 252n, 254n;
prisoners from div. of, 231n; in
skirmish, 243n
Roebling1 Washington A. (U.S.
Army), Sn
Rome, Ga., 265n
Romney, West Va., 166n
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Rosecrans, William S. ( U.S. Army):
sends troops to Memphis, 66n; criticized, 124, 125n, 126n, 150, 156n,
210n, 278; calls for reinforcements,
125n, 156n; arrests civilians, 128,
129n, 150, 151n; in politics, 192n
Rosenbach Foundation, Philip H. & A,
S. W., Philadelphia, Pa.: documents
in,2711, 193-94,196,326, 328
Rosser, Thomas L. ( C.S. Army), 233,
236n
Roswell, Ga., 211, 265n
Rousseau, Lovell H. (U.S. Army),
264n-65n,283n
Rowanty Swamp (Va.), 173n
Rowley, William R. (staff officer of
USG), 3, 226 and n , 300, 363n
Rude, Paul L., Ridgewood, N.J.: document owned by, 451
Ruffin, A. R. (of Va.), 191n, 329n
Ruggles, George D. (U.S. Army), 4111
Russell, David A. (U.S. Army), 439
S ackett, William H. (N.Y. Vols.),
182- 83, 184n
Sackett, Mrs. William H., 182-83,

184n
St. Louis, Mo., 5, 16, 17n, 1 lln, 128,
190,212n,2781 279,457
St. Louis County, Mo., 151n
St. Man/s (steamship), 23211
St. Mary's Church, Va., 130n, 13111
St. Paul, Minn., 126n, 409n
Salem, Va., 123, 138
Sanders, John C. C. ( C.S. Army),
218n
Sandy Hook, Md., 252,i
Sang, Mr. and Mrs. Philip D., Rive,•
Forest, 111.: document owned by, 45
Sappington, Mo., 278
Savannah, Tenn., 38911
Scales, Alfred M. ( C.S. Army), 2 1411,
233,235n,388n
Schaff, Morris (U.S. Army), 2911, 45253
Schenck, J. H .. (of Washington, D.C.),
456
Schoff, J ames S., New York, N.Y.:
document owned by, 449
Schofield, John M. ( U.S. Army):
praised by William T. Sherman,
263n; in Atlanta campaign, 265n,
283n, 345n, 36811, 382n; gives permit, 456
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Schriver, Edmund (U.S. Army), 364n
Schuyler, Philip, Jr, (U.S. Anny),
456
Scott, Winfield (U.S. Army): letter to,
J uly 23, 1864, 298; reportedly criticizes USG, 298, 298n-99n, 300
Scottsville, Va., 96n
Seaver, Thomll!I 0. (Vt. Vols.), 439
Seddon, James A. (C.S.A. Secretary of
War), 19ln,372n,392n
Seitz, J ohn (of Washington, D.C.),
302n
Selma ( C.S. Navy), 392n
Semmes, Raphael (C.S. Navy), 17172, 172n
Seward, WiUiam H. ( U.S. Secretary
of State): and C.S.A. currency, 435;
visits USG, 451; endorsement to,
Aug. 11, 1864, 457; USG recomm ends appointment to, 457
Seymour, Horatio (Gov. of N.Y.), 446
Shaffer, John W. (U.S. Army): as
chief of staff for Benjamin F. Butler,
4711, 49n, 50n, 77n, 136n, 144n,
20411, 207n, 232n-33n, 270n, 349n,
356n, 367n, 407n, 441; telegram to,
Jone 15, 1864, 49n; telegram to, July
10,1864,204n
Sharp, Alexander (brother-in-1:lw of
USG), 5
Sharpe, Alexander B. (U.S. Army),
451
Sharpe, George H. (N.Y. Vols. ), 42n,
157ri, 345n, S95n
Sharpsburg, Md., 380n
Shenandoah River (Va.), 295n
Shenandoah Valley (Va.): David
Hunter campaigns in, 13, 21, 23, 24,
13011, 178, 242-43, 260, 376, 37778; C.S.A. forces operate in, 107n,
125n, 154n, 166n, 167n, 169, 171n,
177n,210n,213n,217n,230n,240n,
253n, 2681 273, 277, 301n, 303n,
304, 305n, 317, 323, 359n, 36ln-,
377n,393n,404n,415-16,421,453;
Philip H . Sheridan campaigns in,
358-59, 359n- 6 l n, 3801 381, 404n,
420; Abraham Lincoln urges campaign in, 360n
Shepard, Isaac F. (U.S. Army), 244n
Sheridan, Philip H. (U.S. Anny): on
expedition to Virginia Central Railroad, 21, 23, 24, 66n, 76, 84 and n,
93n, 94n, 102n; returns to Army of
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the Potomac, 95 and n, 102n, 129,
130n, 13 ln, 133; praised by USG,
124; attacked at St, Mary's Church,
lSOn, 131,13ln-32n, 133,135,136
and n; in Petersburg campaign, 13637, 137n, 138n, 139 and n, 140 and
n, 147, 148n, 149n, 152, 157 and n,
158n, 16ln-62n, 172n, 173n, 174.n,
179n, 193n, 202n, 212, 216, 218,
226n, 247 and n, 248-49, 248n1
249n, 257n, 258 and n, 271, 272n,
302n, 312, 3 19n, 320n, 3241 326n,
327n, 3291 333, 335j 336n, 337n,
343n, 344, 346, 352n, 354 and n,
446; telegram to, July 26, 1864,
302n; ill, 351n; campaigns in Shenandoah Valley, 358-59, 359n- 6ln,
368,368n-69n,376n,379-80,380n,
381 and n, 387-88, 394, 4011 403,
404n, 416, 418, 420, 426; telegram
to, Aug. 7, 1864, 379-80; telegram
to, Aug. 7, 1864, 380n; assigned to
command Middle Military Div., 380n,
383; telegram to, Aug. 9, 1864, 38788; USG urges promotion of, 400;
telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864, 420;
telegrnm to, Aug. 15 1 1864, 426;
recommends promotions, 438, 439,
447; staff of, 455
Sherman, William T. (U.S. Army):
campaigns in Ga., 7n, 20n, 66n,
12Sn, 133n, 141-42, 169n, 180n,
18111, 211, 231n, 249, 253n, 255-56,
262-63, 263n-65n, 271-72, 282 and
n, 28Sn-8411, 291-92, 292n-93n1
301, 367, 368-n, 382n- 83n, 38911,
421, 424; and expedition against Mobile, 12n, 18,391; selects commander,
13, 32; officer refuses to serve under,
2811; Benjamin F . Butler would embarrass, 15611; supplied by railroad,
196, 197n, 255; praised by USG,
208n, 381 and n, 396; telegram to,
July 16, 1864, 262-63; telegram to,
July 19, 1864, 282; and recruiting,
.284n, 381n, 408; telegram to, July
21, 1864, 291-92; recommends promotions, 315, 38 1n; telegram to, Aug.
7, 1864, 381; advises USG, 381n;
telegram to, Aug. 4, 1864, S82n;
shells Atla.nta, 383n, 389n; reinforced, 385, 388, 389n, 392-93,
401n, 408n; telegram to, Aug. 9,
1864, 388-89; advised to use Ne-

Index
groes, 389; promoted, 400, 401n;
telegram to, Aug. 14, 1864, 421;
mentioned, 266n, 267n, 456
Sherwood, Mrs. J. W. (of Philadelphia), 279
Shonnard, Frederick (N.Y. Vols.),
446
Shreveport, La., 436
Sibley, Hen.ry H. (U.S. Army), 386n
Sigel, Franz ( U.S. Army) : provides
information, 66n, 166 and n, 167n,
19Sn; strength of, 154n; movements
of, 170n, 171, 177n; incompetent,
185, 192n, 2101i, 230n, 262n
Sigfried, Joshua K. (Pa. Vols.), 439
Silver Spring, Md., 232n, 240n, 243n
Simons,Alfred G. (N.H. Vols. ),l32n,
l44m,215n,34ln,348n,349n
Slaves. See Negroes
Slocum, Hen.ry W. (U.S. Army), 52,
124, 125n, 264n, 337
Slocum, Lydia (gi-andmother of James
B. McPherson): letter to, Aug. 10,
[1864], 397; grieves over J ames B.
McPherson, 397, 397n-98n
Smith, Andrew J. (U.S. Army): could
attack Mobile, 12n; on expedition to
Greenville, 66n; moves against Na~
than B. Forrest, 142 and n, 264-n, 282,
283n, 382n; ordered to Decatur, 389n
Smith, Charles H. (N.Y. Vols.), 13011
Smith, Edmund Kirbr (C.S. Army),
11 1, 421, 423
Smith, Giles A. (U.S. Army), 301
Smith, Gustavus W. (Ga. militia),
.265n
Smith, J . Gregory (Gov. of Vt.) : letter to, Aug. 11 1864, 454; concerned
about Vt. vols., 454
Smith, Melancton (U.S. Navy), 237,
2S7n-38n, 339,393n
Smith, Morgan L. (U.S. Army), 283n
Smith, Thomas Kilby (U.S. Army),
210n
Smith, William F. (U.S. Army) : at
Cold Harbor, 6, 711, Bn, 13, 14n;
crosses James River, 35, 39 and n;
attacks Petersburg, 47n, 4,9 and n,
SOn, 51 and n, 52 and n, 53, 54-n, 56,
57n, 60- 61, 62, 64, 65, 7Sn; letter to,
June 15, 1864, 49; letter to, June 16,
1864, 64; in Petersburg campaign,
68, 69n, 72 and 111 73n, 74, 75, 94n,
99n, 109, 112 and n, ll3n1 115,
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116n, 118n, ll9n-22n, 124, 127n,
132n, 134n, 137n, I48n, 164n,
165n, 174n, 1841!, 195n, 218, 433;
art. of, 107n, 114 and n, 117 and n,
118n; 126, 126n-27n, 152, 163n,
164n-65n, 443; telegram to, June 22,
1864, 109; telegram to, June 23,
1864, 117; discusses Negro troops,
119n-22n; quarrels with Benjamin F.
Butler, 119n-22n, 155, 156n, 163n,
165n, 176, 207n; relieved from com•
man.d, 122n, 162, 162n-63n, 165n,
205-6,206n-lln,228n,252n,254n,
287; and newspaper controversy,
159n, 160n-6l n; telegram to, July
2, 1864, 162; letter to, J uly 5, 1864,
164n; letter to, July 9, 1864, I65n;
reports USG drinking, 207n, 209n;
USG disenchanted with, 209n- 10n;
endorsement to, Dec. 11, 1863, 390n;
at Chattanooga, 390n; recommends
promotion, 439, 4,40; mentioned, 58n,
104n
Smith, William Sooy (U.S'. Army),
446
Smyrna, Ga., 264n
Smyth, Thomas A. (Del. Vols.), 438
Snicker's Ferry ( Shenandoah River),
295n
Snicker's Gap (Va.), 252n, 274n, 45S
Snider,B. S. (N.Y. Vols. ), 175n
Soap Creek ('Ga.),211
South Anna River (Va.), 313,333
Southborough, Mass., 456
South Carolina, 67n, 118n, 141, 311n,
S46,347,407n,417n,427n
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Ill.: docwnent in, 435
South Mountain (Md.), 324n, 355n,
360n
Southside Railroad. See Petersburg
and Lynchburg Railroad
Spies, 345n, 387-88, 434
Spotsylvanfa Court House, Va., 85,
104n, 106n
Sprague, John T. (N.Y. AG): letter
to, Aug. 2, 1864, 455-56; USG recommends appointment to, 455-56
Sprague, ,l\,7illiam (U.S. Senator),
165n
Springfield, West V11., 380n
Spring Hill Signal Station (Va.);
C.S.A. forces observed from son, 9111,
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Spring Hill Signal Station (cont.)
ll3n,l32n,215n,33 1n,S41n,348n,
S67n, 417n; U.S. troops at, 72n, 149n
Stabel, Julius (U.S. Army), 125n,
12.9, l S0n, 131n, 166n, 262n
Stanley, David S. (U.S. At-my), 264n,
345n
Stanton, Edwin M. ( U.S. Secretary of
War): involved in army management, . 12n, 112, 254.n, 286n, 442,
446; USG informs about Va. campaign, 17n, 27, 146, 305n, 373n,
385n; deals with personnel, 27-28,
43n,7ln,86,87n,l21n, 125n,182n,
250, 251n, 266n, 267n, 302n, 81415, 400 and n, 401n, 421-22, 422n,
431, 432, 434, 435, 437, 438, 439,
440, 442, 444, 4-46, 447, 453, 456;
informed about Shenandoah Valley,
28n; distrusts J ohn G. Barnard, 32n,
188n; Mathew B. Brady r equests pass
from, 85n; dismisses George A. Williams, 87-88, 88n, 89n; informed
about Unionists in Richmond, 106n;
provides war news to public, 122;
orders prisoners released, 128-29,
129n, 150, 278; Benjamin F. Butler
removal submitted to, 156n; informed
about George G. Meade, 188n; receives news of Monocacy, 212n; wants
officer relieved, 230n; reprimands officer, 231n; informed about Andrew
J. Smith, 283n; and recruiting, 284
and n, 458; arranges meeting for
USG, 315, Sl5n-16n; confers with
USG, 376n, 380n; and enlistment of
prisoners, 385n, 386n, 459; deals
with claims, 390n-9ln, 445, 4,5 657; orders hospitals examined, 395n;
informs USG about C.S.A. currency,
435; sends C.S.A. women, 454; and
cotton, 456; mentioned, 38211
-Correspondence from USG: telegram to, June 7, 1864, 17n; telegram
t o, June 7, 1864, 27-28; Jetter to,
Nov. 26, 1866, 43n; endorsement to,
June [19-23], 1864, 71n; letter to,
,June 20, 1864, 86; letter to, June 20,
1864, 87-88; endorsement to, June
[21- 23), 1864, 106n; telegram to,
June 25, 1864, 128-29; telegram to,
July 15, 18641 250; telegram to, July
20, 1864, 284; telegram to, July 23,

index
1864, S02n; telegram to, July 26,
1864, 314-15; telegram to, July 26,
18641 315; endorsement to, Aug. 20,
1864, 385n; telegram to, Sept. 25,
1864, 386n; endorsement to, Aug.
[14-17], 1864, 395n; telegram to,
Aug. 11, 1864, 400; endorsement to,
Jan. 5, 1867, 400n; telegram to,
Aug. 15, 1864, 421-22; telegram to,
Aug. 20, 1864, 422n-23n; endorsement to, [June}, 1864, 431; endorsements to, June 28, 1864 (2),43l;endorsement to, June 6, 1864, 432;
endorsement to, June 11, 1864, 434;
endorsement to, June 27, 1864, 437;
endorsement to, June 22, 1864, 438;
endorsement to, J une 27, 1864, 439;
endorsement to, June 27, 1864, 440;
endorsements to, June 28, 1864 (2),
440; endorsement to, June 30, 1864,
44,2 ; endorsement to, [June 30~uly
2), 18641 442; endorsement to, July 6,
1864, 4-44; endorsement to, July 9,
1864, 445; endorsement to, July 9,
1864, 44-6; endorsement to, July 12,
1864, 446; letter to, July 13, 1864,
4,47; endorsement to, July [17-27],
1864, 453; telegram to, Aug. 1, 1864,
454; endorsement to, Aug. 9, 1864,
456; endorsement to, Aug. 10, 1864,
456; endorsement to, Aug. 11, 1864,
456-57; endorsement to, Aug. 15,
1864,459
Staunton, Va.: U.S. forces at, 7n, 21,
24, 28n, 34, 262n; railroad at, 67n,
300n, 303; C.S.A. forces at, 130n,
166n, 24,0,i, 402n, 404n
Stedman, Griffin A., Jr.. (Conn. Vols.),
373n
Steedman, James B. (U.S. Anny), 456
Steele, Frederick ( U.S. Army), 20n
Stevenson, Ala., 255
Stewart, Alexander P. ( C.S. At-my),
368n
Stone, Charles P. (U.S. Army), 456
Stoneman, George (U.S. Army), 263n,
264n,265n,283n,382n
Stone Mountain (Ga.), 265n, 283n
Stony Creek (Va.), 158n, 173n, 201n,
219n
Strang, Edward J. (U.S. Army), 29n
Strasburg, Va,, 2957i, 29911, 404n
Strawberry Plains, Va., 415, 418
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Sturgis, Samuel D. (U.S. Army), 66n,
264n
Suckley, George (U.S. Army), 162n,
448
Suffolk, Va., 15711, 24611, 247
Sugar Loaf Mountain (Md.) 1 25211
Sulliv!lll, Jeremiah C, (U.S. Army),
166n,20011,2407!,25211, 253n,262n
Sumter ( C.S. Navy), 172n
Surry Court House, Va., 11311
Sutlers, l94n- 95n
Swao's Point (James River), 83n
Sweeney's Pottery, Va., 297n
Sweitzer, Jacob B. (Pa. Vols.), 439
Swift Creek (Va.), 144, 174n, 188n,
193- 94,214n,2lo-17,388n
Swinton, William (newspaper corre,spondent), 160n, 161n
Sycamore Church, Va., 41311

Tart, Elijah D. (N.Y. Vols. ), 154.n
Taylor House, Va., 413n
T ecumseh (U.S. Navy), 392n
Templeton, George M. (ll.S. Anny),
40n
Tenleytown, 0.C., 210n, 229n
Tennessee (C.S. Navy) , 392n
Tennessee, 13, 66n, 19711, 282, .283n,
400n
Tennessee River, 196, .26Sn
Terry, Alfred H. (U.S. Army): attacks Richmond and Petersburg Railroad, 57n, 58n, 73n-74n; assigned to
command, 182n, 275, 288n; identified, 276n; recaptures position, 296n;
mentioned, EOn
Texas, 126n
Thomas, Charles (U.S. Army), 197n
Thomas, Edward L. ( C.S. Anny),
21411, 233,235n,388n
Thomas, George H . (U.S. Army),
263n- o411,265n,283n,337,368n
Thomas, Lorenzo (U.S. Army): letter
to, June 1, 1864, 3; AG duties of, 3,
14311, 166n, 26711, 395n, 400n, 415n,
432, 442, 456; telegram to, Feb. 6,
1864, 267n; h a.ndles claim, 390n9ln; endorsement to, Feb. 9, 1867,
4,00n; endorsement to, Oct. 19, 1864,
415n; endorsement to, July 2, 1864,
442
Three Mile Creek (Va.) , Slln
T ilton, William S. (Mass. Vols. ), 439
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Tompkins, Charles H. CR.I. Vols.),
23811, 239n, 439
Torbert, Alfred T. A. ( U .S. Army):
captures C.S.A. troops, 332 and n;
identified, 332n; movements of, 333,
35911, 360n, 377n, 380 and n; recommended for promotion, 438, 439
T ownsend, Edward D. (U.S. Army):
AGO duties of, 121,1, 188n-89n,
221n, 267n, 303n-4n, 36411, 432,
443, 448; telegram to, July 7, 1864,
12111-2211; telegram to, July 5, 1864,
189n; telegram to, July 12, 1864,
220; USG reports C.S.A. moves to,
220; telegram to, Oct. 25, 1864, 432
Trade, 125n, 270n. See also Cotton
Trent's Reach (James River), 98n,
175n,337n
Trevilian Station, Va., 1821 184n
Tripler, Charles S. ( U.S. Anny), 142n
Tucker, J ohn ( U.S. Asst. Secretary of
War ), 209n
Tun-xis (U.S. Navy), 282n
Tupelo, Mi!,s., 282, 28311
Turnbull, Charles N. (U.S. Army):
telegram to, July 15, 1864, 238n; assigned to duty, 23811
Turner, John W. (U.S. Army}, 5111,
112n, 113n, 118n1 134,n, 164n
Ulysses s·. Grant Association, Carbon.
dale, Ill.: document owned by, 458
United States Army
-1st Art., 446
-3rd Art., 128n, 154-n
-5th Art., 12811, 18811, 288n
-1st Cav., 439,455
-2nd Cav., 399n
-1th Cav., 399n
- 9th Cav., 39911
-1st Dragoons, 1!3111
-Engineer Battalion, Sn
-1st Inf., 87, 8811, 455
-4th Inf., 410n, 442
-8th Inf., 121n
-9th J.nf., 423n
- 12th Inf., 437, 4,39
-14th Inf., 456
United States Bureau of Indian Affairs, 408n-9n
United States Christian Commission,
449
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United States Colored Troops, 50n,
119n, 121n, 184n,303n,385,408
United States Congress: and conscription, 66n, 125n, 144n; confirmation
by, 86, 181, 244n, 250, 432, 447;
pressures on, 125n, 458; organizes
U.S. Army, 447; acts of, 452; mentioned, 32
United States Department of the Interior, 408n-9n
United States Military Academy, West
Point, N.Y.: teachers at, 5n, 38n,
74n, 2 17n, 270n, 410n; Frederick
Dent Grant mjght attend, 16; officer
ordered to report from, 33 and n;
USG at, 122; appointment to, 396;
cadet forced to leave, 399n-400n;
cadets observe Army of the Potomac,
443
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md., 196n
United States Sanitary Commission, 5,
16,17n, 151,278-79, 279n, 293-94,
294n,449
United States Topographical Engineers, 5ln
United States Treasury Department,
66n, 125n, 1331i
University of California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Calif.: docwnent
in, 151n
University of Wyoming, L aramie,
Wyo.: documents in, 92- 93 (2)
Upton, Emory (U.S. Army), 434
Urbana, Md., 193n
V an Dorn, Earl ( C.S. Army), 89n
Van Duzer, J ohn C. (U.S. Army),
292n,302n
Van L ew• E lizabeth L. (spy), 434
Van Lew, John N. (spy), 434
Vermont Volunteers, 439,454
Vicksburg, Miss., 12n, 3 1n, 32, 33n,
125n, 12611, 265, 337 and n, 400n,
455
Vicksburg and Shreveport Ri1ilroad,
436--,37
Vii-ginia: campaigns in, 3-459 passim;
C.S.A. troops from, 11311, 167n,
l9ln,21211,21711,236n,270n
Virginia, University of, Charlottesville, Vn.; documents in, 247-48, 396
Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, 84n
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Virginia Central Railroad, 19, 21, 24,
67n,179,223n,242,313,S58,395n,
411, 426n
Vir-ginia MiHtary Institute, Lexington,
Va., 212n, 235n, 23611
W ade, Benjamin F. (U.S. Senator),
165n,244n
Wadsworth, James S. (U.S. Army),
183n, 184n.
Wadsworth, Mrs. James S., 183n,
184n
Walker ( C.S. Army), 283n
Walker, Francis A. (U.S. Army) ,
4,12n
Walker, Mary E. (physician), 458
Walker, William H . T. (C.S. Anny),
368n
Walkerton, Va., 94n
Wallace, Lewis (U.S. Army): fights
battle of Monocacy, 199n, 200n,
.205n, 210n, 211,215, 222n, 223 and
n, 228n; commands at Baltimore,
222n, 229n, 230n, 234.n; dines with
USG,376n
Walthall Junction, Va. See Port Wal~
b all
Ward, J. Il. Hobart (U.S. Army),
431-32
Ware Bottom Church, Va., 59n
Warren, Gouverneur K . (U.S. Army):
at Cold Harbor, 6, 7n, Sn, 9n, 14n;
cove.i:s James River crossing, Sln, 39,
65; attacks Petersburg, 61, 6311, 73n,
79n, 80n; recommends promotions,
86, 87n, 439, 440; in Petersburg
campaign, 94n, 103, 115n, 158n,
1671 168n, 173, 175n, 195n, 2 18,
220n, 224n, 272n, 344, 419n-20n,
456; George G. Meade authorized to
relieve, 104n- 6n; reports C.S.A. mining, 370n, 403n; mentioned, 323n,
SS6n, 346n, 369n
Washburn, Cadwallader C. (U.S.
Anny) : staff of, 12-13; conunn.nds at
Memphis, 32, 88n-89n, 124, 125n,
S89n, 437; campaigns against Nathan
B. Forrest, 66n, 28311, 38211; sends
reinforcements, 401n; and cotton, 456
'W ashburne, Elihu B. (U.S. Representative) : letter to, June 9, 1864, 32;
informed about brother, 32; infoJ'Illed
about George A. Williams, '8 9n; let-

lnde:,:
ter to, June 23, 1864, 1'22; USG explains bis name to, 122; and Winfield
Scott, 298, 298n-99n, 300; letter to,
July 23, 1864, 300
Washington, D.C.: art. at, 4, 77n, 80n,
114, 117, 154n, 195n, 274n, 287n,
289, 409, 410n; Theodore S. Bowers
at, 5; railroad iron sent to, 29n; troops
sent to, 95, 170, 172n, 178, 179n1
192n-9Sn, 197,198,202 and n, 203,
204 and n, 221, 222n, 228, 233n,
253n, 268 and n, 273, 289, 295n,
299, 302n, 303, 315, 317n, Sl8n,
319n, S2S, 328n, S49n, 354, 355n,,
$58 and n, 359, 360n, S68n, 372,
374n, 378, 392, 404n; David Hunter
at, 154,, I54n-55n, 260, 262n; Jubal
A. Early threatens, 169, 19Sn, 215,
218, 223.n, 228n-33n, 234n, 238n,
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