
Mississippi State University Mississippi State University 

Scholars Junction Scholars Junction 

University Libraries Faculty Publications University Libraries 

1-9-2016 

GMD or no GMD: one library's approach to RDA conversion GMD or no GMD: one library's approach to RDA conversion 

Jim Kalwara 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ul-publications 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Kalwara, Jim, "GMD or no GMD: one library's approach to RDA conversion" (2016). University Libraries 
Faculty Publications. 20. 
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ul-publications/20 

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the University Libraries at Scholars Junction. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in University Libraries Faculty Publications by an authorized administrator of Scholars 
Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com. 

https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ul-publications
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/libraries
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ul-publications?utm_source=scholarsjunction.msstate.edu%2Ful-publications%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/ul-publications/20?utm_source=scholarsjunction.msstate.edu%2Ful-publications%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com


Jim Kalwara
Monographic Cataloger
Mississippi State University Libraries
jkalwara@library.msstate.edu
slideshare.net/jkalwara

GMD or No GMD:
One Library’s Approach to 
RDA Conversion



What is a GMD?

General Material Designation (GMD):

Term which describes the physical medium of an item

245 10  Bach Mass in B minor $h [DVD].

300 1 videodisc : $b sd., col. ; $c 4 ¾ in.

GMD



What is a CMC?

007 $a v $b d = videorecording, videodisc

245 10  Bach Mass in B minor. 

300   1 videodisc : $b sound, color ; $c 4 ¾ in. 

336  two-dimensional moving image $b tdi $2 rdacontent

337  video $b v $2 rdamedia

338  videodisc $b vd $2 rdacarrier



Why keep GMDs?

Support user tasks:

• Help differentiate materials with same title

• Easy discoverability in briefest OPAC display 

• Helps contextualize 33x fields

• Consideration to different library catalogs



Why keep GMDs?



GMD Examples: Materials with same title

GMD, vinyl 
record, gives full 
context to type of 
Audio disc

No GMD 
needed



GMD Examples: Different OPACs



Information gathering

Public Services

• Do they use GMDs? Do they see patrons using GMDs?

Electronic Resources 

• What would be more helpful for people using various 
types of “electronic resources”?

Systems 

• What will be the problem pieces?

Cataloging

• What current GMDs need to be updated, and what 
common terms could replace them?



Expanding From Original Terms



Expanding From Original Terms

Old GMD Item type New GMD

[videorecording] BLURAY [blu-ray]

DVD [DVD]

DVD-SET [DVD]

EVIDEO [electronic video]

NF-AV [nonfiction audiovisual]

VHS [VHS]



Testing the Process

Send file 
for 

conversion 

Spot check: 
GMDs, 33x, 
Item types  

Test file & 
test server



Problems



Problems



Establishing workflows Map 33x fields to GMDs 

based on Item Type



Adding 33x fields in Connexion Client



Adding 33x fields in Connexion Browser

Paste from file provided 
to MLP members 



Adding 33x fields in Sirsi

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3



Adding 33x fields in Sirsi

Alternative: Add “590” 
fields, then copy 33x 
fields from table and 
change back to correct 
MARC field 



Creating Original Records

Original bibliographic records created by MSU 
Libraries must be RDA-compliant

GMDs are added after the record has been created

• OCLC Local Save File

• SirsiDynix



Maintenance

• Making corrections and following-up

• Handling new item types and informing MLP

• Understanding GMDs are only as accurate as 
the catalog



Maintenance
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