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[5TATE Against All Odds:

MISSISSIPPI STATE Facilitating Research on the First Black Legislators in Mississippi

UNIVERSITY.
BTy v — DeeDee Baldwin, Mississippi State University Libraries

ABSTRACT
Researched and maintained by the history librarian at Mississippi State University (MSU) Libraries, “Against All

DEVELOPMENT OF FURTHER PROIJECTS

Odds” (https://much-ado.net/legislators/) is a digital humanities project that provides biographical information,

> Omeka digital exhibit as mirror site hosted by Mississippi State University Libraries
photographs, excerpts from primary and secondary sources, and over 900 newspaper clippings documenting the

lives and careers of the first African American men to serve in Mississippi's legislature during and just after

Againgt A“ Odds: The They were farmers, teachers, ministers, and blacksmiths. Some were born free in the North, while
others were born enslaved in Mississippi. Some were highly educated, and others had been

F| rst B|ack Legishto I's forbidden by law to be taught to read. Many came to Mississippi to help their Southern brothers
and sisters build 2 more just government, and many were driven out by violence only a few years

in Mississi PPI later. Learn about the first African American men to serve on Mississippi's state legislature during
and just after Reconstruction. A few of these men, such as Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce,
are relatively well-known. The vast majority, however, faded into obscurity, just as the white
supremacist power structure wanted.

Reconstruction. Because information on most of these men is so difficult to find, the site is designed to facilitate

research by historians, librarians, students, and family historians alike. It has resulted in a presentation for the
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, a mirror site on the MSU library's digital exhibits page, inclusion

This virtual exhibit iz & mirror of my original website, Against All Odds. The site iz intended to
provide information that is not readily available elsewhere. [T more prominent figures have
extensive biographies elsewhere online, | have linked to those instead of spending research time
on them.

in the Digital Black History directory, and a number of emails from descendants of some of the legislators

This is an ongoing research project; | am continually exploring sources and adding more
information about these men.

documented. “Against All Odds” is an example of how librarians and archivists can launch digital humanities
projects as a proactive way to address archival gaps that hinder research on African Americans and other

Content note: some of the primary sources quoted include offensive racist language.

-Deelee Baldwin, History Research Libraran

historically silenced or overlooked groups.

The first

ELEMENTS OF THE WEBSITE Black legislatOrS > Wikidata entries for every legislator, excluding a handful that already existed

1n Miss1sS1pp1

Alexander Kelso Davis (©ios5008049)

Photographs from composite portraits of | R | A e | e D -
the Mississippi legislature, public domain = B PhmAE Just over 150 Black men served as state or national legislators for Mississippi from 1870- « Inmore nguages
bOOkS; and other sources i%-: é;:.':: %?ﬁ:?: . . f;;;;:age Label Description Also known as

. | B 1894. A few, such as Hiram Revels and John R. Lynch, are relatively well-known and well- - P

documented. Others faded into such obscurity that | am still unable to find any

Spanish

o information about them at all. | created “Against All Odds” out of personal interest in the Tradtiona Chinese

All entered languages

o subject matter, a desire to pay tribute to these trail-blazing men, and a perception of the

George Washington Albright (Marshall S e ""“1'12?“""'7'-:_‘ e . . . . . . . .
County) " The selection of anominee for Lieutenant Governor now being n difficulty in finding information about most of them. The site is run on the free blogging , , , o , ,

paiy et Col W H. Prker,of Montgomery county;offered the name of N o > Library of Congress authority records, assisted by metadata librarian Lauren Geiger (in progress)
State Senate: 15741879 }:: sentiment m favorlefthatg;ntleman. This.nominafion was reieived SOﬁ:WB re WO rC pFESS a nd Utl | IZES SU bSCfI ptIOnS tO An CeSt ry.CO m, NEWSpa pe rS.COm,

Born: 1846 near Holly Springs, MS with much enthusiasm. Mr. Stewart, of Noxubee, nominated Hon. A. K.

- Davis, of Noxubee, which received the endorsement of a great many. 1 1 b 1
Died: 1944 Mr. Werles, of Washington, placed in nomination the name of Hon. Finis GenealogyBank'Coml anc NewspaperArChlve'Coml along Wlth free We Sltes SUCh aS
According to his autobiography given to the WPA and the Daily H: Little. Mr. S_ettlea r.w:-r*n.inated Hon. Charleg Caldm.-fell, of Hir.1ds. Mr. . . . _ . . . . — Toeoa Locaon B —
Worker, Albright was born in 1846 near Holly Springs to parents Dixon placed i nomination, Hon. A, T.Morgan, of Yazo0, There was Chronicling America and FamilySearch. Because the cost of subscription sites can be so LIBRARY e =
enslaved by different owners; when he was 11 years old, his father was Cuﬁélde' abl? dlsul%b'm upon “,16 r‘|“1&rllt5 ofthe Land|'cjat?b. pending
sold to Texas. His father was later killed at Vicksburg after escaping to Which aimaticn was made to adjourn till to-day at 3 o clock A.M, and he Library of Congress > Linked Data Service > LC Name Authority File (LCNAF)

carried prohibitive, and because many people do not know how to search them thoroughly or

join the Union army.

Foote, William Henderson, 1843-1883

effe Cti Ve Iy, llAga i n St AI | O d d S’, m e ets a n a Cce SSi b i | ity n e e d i n a d d iti O n to a n i nfo r m ati O n Williarm Henderson Foote (1843 to 1883) was born free in Vicksburg, Mississippl. Foote attended Wilberforce University in Ohio before enlisting in the military during the Civil

NEWSpa per CIlpplngS and documents, War. After the war, he worked as a barber, a constable, circuit clerk, and tax collector. In 1880, Foote was appointed a Deputy Collector. He was murdered on December 29, 1883

after he and others protected a Black man from being attached from three white men, which resulted in the death of the three white men. The man being protected was later

d | fu | Iy transcri b@d d nd CrOSS-l in kEd to n e e d ] Th e S ite i S a n O n go i n g p roj e Ct fo r W h i C h I CO nti n u e tO d O res e a rC h a n d a d d gunned down and three other men who helped Foote were hanged.] https://www.atf.gov/our-history/william-henderson-foote

the legislators mentioned URI(s)

i n fo r m ati O n - http:/fid.loc.govfauthorities/names/no2021045325%
[ ]

Instance Of

- MADS/RDF PersonalMName
- MADS/RDF Authority

- 5K0S Concept !

Albright was taught to read by his mother, who worked in the kitchen,
listened to the white children doing their lessons, and picked up what
she could to teach herself and her son. When he was 15, he became a
runner for Lincoln's Legal Loyal League, an underground network to
spread news to other slaves.

Besides his work in the legislature, Albright was a prominent figure in
education, helping to bring in teachers from the north and serving as
trustee of the State Normal School. He also helped to organize a

volunteer militia, for which he was targeted by the Ku Klux Klan.

Biographical information

Scheme Membership(s)

Librarians and archivists in search of research projects should consider identifying

Collection Membership(s)
“Robert Gleed, of Columbus, was a man of fair education, good - Names Collection - Authorized Headings

character, and some financial ability, although he had been a slave until _ i nfo 'm ati on ga pS i N t h e i I I OCa I/State/reg i onNa I N0 I d i N gs — p a rti cular I y i N re I ati on to - LC Names Collection - General Collection
the close of the war. An excellent speaker, he was employed by the L"_“‘:S: _
Democratic administration after the overthrow of the Republican Wikipedia Page

regime to lecture to the Negroes of the state on educational and Mississippi Reconstruction and the Negro Leader Charles Caldwell Mma rgi Na | ize d an d un d er-re p Fese nte d g Ffou pS —dn d aeve | O pi N g d igita | NuMman iti es i N iti atiVES

agricultural matters.” The Clinton Riot of 1875: From Riot to Massacre
(Vernon Lane Wharton, The Negro in Mississippi, 1865-1890, 1965) The Clinton Riot: A True Statement, Showing Who Originated It (biased

white POV) to address those gaps. There are many free and low-cost options for both site hosting and

Voices of the Clinton Riot - dramatic reading performed at the 140th
anniversary

Additional Information
- http:fid.loc.gov/rwolagents/no2021045329

“Gleed was a man of unusual intelligence. Before the War Columbus
officers had arrested him as a runaway slave. He refused to tell where
he came from or the name of his master. According to law, the officers
sold him to the highest bidder. He kept his identity a profound secret as

long as he lived. He was prominent in politics during reconstruction. Links to available online resources is an ideal platform for projects like this. Such pro-active approaches to bringing these DeeDee Baldwin (she/her) | dbaldwin@library.msstate.edu | @DeeDeeBaldwinMS

(Thomas Battle Carroll, Historical Sketches of Oktibbeha County, 1931)

digital humanities tools. Many academic libraries also have subscriptions to Omeka, which CONTACT

stories to light can add an exciting new dimension to our typical role as information ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9402-784X

Excerpted passages from primary and .
secondary sources mediators.
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