Mississippi State University
Scholars Junction

Civil Rights Correspondence John C. Stennis Digital Collections

2-12-1948

Correspondence, John C. Stennis, Februray 12-19, 1948

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence

Preferred Citation
[Title], John C. Stennis Collection. Mississippi Political Collections, Mississippi State University Libraries.

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the John C. Stennis Digital Collections at Scholars
Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Civil Rights Correspondence by an authorized administrator of
Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@messtate.libanswers.com.


https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/john-c-stennis
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence?utm_source=scholarsjunction.msstate.edu%2Fjcs-civil-rights-correspondence%2F32&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAaw
|

JACKsSON 102, MIssISsSIPPI

February 12, 1948

Honorable John C, Stennis
Unlted States Senator
Senate Office Bulldlng
Washington, D, C,.

Dear Senator Stennle:

At a meeting of the Jackson
Junior Bar psssoclation, Jackseon, Missieslippi, held
February 2, 1948, a Regolutlon was adopted with
regard to the so-called "Civil Rights legislation"
recommended by President Truman, and I was dlrected,
as President of said group, to send a copy of sald
Resolution to you, Sald copy 1s attached hereto,

It 1s the feelling of our group
eand of everyone to whom I have talked relative to
this matter, that we should not retreat one step
from the stand that has been taken by “overnor
Wright and Senator Eastland, let the chips fall
where they may.

With kindest personsl regeards
of the writer, I beg to remaln

Respectfully yours,

Jackson Junior Bar Aseociation
EWW:raf
Ene, - 1,



RESOLUTION

WEEREAS in recent years, the traditions,
customs and sovereign rights of the Southern States have been
threatened and encrochments thereupon made; and

WHEREAS . on December 5, 1946, President Harry
S. Trumen, the leader of the National Democratic Party, appointed
a committee known as the President's Committes on Civil Rights,
which Committee allegedly made a study and submitted a report
commonly known as the Civil Rights Report; and

WHEREAS such Report contains drastic recommen-
dations which are inimical to the best interests of that section
of the United States known as the South and to the best interests
of the Nation as a whole; and

WHEREAS said Report was not only received
by President Truman but was subsequently endorsed en toto by
him in his "State of the Union" speech to the Congress of the
United States on Januery 7, 1948, in which speech said President
urged said Congress to pass legislation to carry out and effec-
tuste the recommendations contained in the aforementioned Report;
and

WHEREAS the Honorable James O, Eastland,

a Senator from the Sovereign State of Mississippi, rose on the
floor of the United States Senate on January 16, 1948, and warned
the Nationsl Democratic Party that the Southern delegates to the
Democratic National Convention would not support any candidate
“whose philosophy of government would destroy our social insti-
tutions"; and

WHEREAS the Honorable Fielding L. Wright,
Governor of the Sovereign State of Mississippi, in his Inaugural
Address on January 20, 1948, decried the a;orementioned attitude
and action of the leader of the National Democratic Party, as-
serting in part as foliows, to=wit:

"In Mississippi, and I think in the
other states known as the South, we feel that
our rights are being threatened by enemies of

the South who are in fact also enemies of the
nation., We are convinced that in upholding



our position in this current strugele, we are
in fact maintaining the interests of all the
American people and each of the forty-eight
states. Yes, we are confident that we are

by our position upholding the rights of the
members of =21l races and sections.

As a life-long Democrat, as a descendant
of Democrats, as the Governor of this nation's
most Democratic State, I would regret to see
the day come when Mississippi or the South should
break with ths Democratic perty in the national
election. But vital principles and eternal
truths transcend party lines, and the day is
now at hand when determined action must he
taken.,

We have repeatedly seen the proposal of
various meassures in the Congress which wers
definitely designed to appeal to certain voting
groups holding the balance of power in other
States.s We of the South will no longer tolerate
being the target for this type of legislation
which would not only destroy our way of life,
but which, if enacted, would eventually destroy
the United States. The time has come for the
militant people of the South and the nation,
who have never shirked any patriotic respon-
sibility, to band together for the preserva=-
tion of true Americanism. United in our cause,
we serve not only oursslves end our neighbors,
but all of our fellow citizens throughout
the nations" « o o & . &

"This is a new day in state and nationsl
politics, and circumstances may make necessary
a new, snd, we hope, & temporary approach
to national politics by our Stzte =nd South-
land. We have always remasined true to the
traditions of our Party, and will continus to
do_so, but _when the neational lecedors attempt
to cheange those prinziples for which the party
stands, we intend to fight for its preserva-
tion with =11 meens ot our hands. Ve must
meke our nationel leadors fully realize we
mean precisely what we say, and we must, if
necessary, implement our words with positive
action. We warn them now, to teks hecd.
Drastic though our methods may be, and as
far-roaching as the results may prove, we are
certain that the ultimate consequence will
fully justify any temperery set-back that may
follow our action."; end

WHEREAS the Legislature of the Sovereign
State of Mississippi in reguler session duly assembled did, on
January 22, 1948, unanimously épprove and endorss the stand taken
by Governor Fielding L. Wright, seying In pert as follows, to-wit:

"We join the governor in the warning

given to the lesders of the National Democratic
Perty end to the natlon, that Mississippians and
Southerners will no longor tolerste these abuscs
end efforts to destroy the South and her insti-
tutions and hereby pledge our full support to
the governor in his efforts to protect and up=-
hold the principles, traditions and way of life
of our beloved Southland.";

i



and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the objections voiced
and the warnings given as above montioned, sald President Harry S,
Truman did, on February 2, 1948, in utter disregard of the known
sontiments of the pcople cf the Southorn Stetes, submit & strong-
ly worded messege to the Congress of the United States, in which
message he agein urged specificelly the passage of so-called
"eivil rights logislation" inimicel to the interests of the
South and of the nation as & whole; and

VHEREAS tho moembers of the Jaékson Junior Bar
Association of Jackson, Mississippi, concur wholeheartedly with
the sentimoents exprosscd by Senator Jemes O, Ezastland and by
Governor Fielding L. Viright as horeirbefors set forth, and feel
that the hour has errived to teke the "positive esction" threatened
in the aforesaid Governor's Address;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED thet the Jack-
son Junior Bar Agsoclation go on record as urging the Democratic
Executive Committee of Mississippi end the Mississippi Legisleturc
to consider and teke whatever steps are necessecry toward the
effoctuation of the wernings heretofore given by Scnator James
0. Eastland and Govornor FFielding L. Wright to tho National Deomo-
cratic Party:

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President
of tho Jackson Junior Bar Associstion be directcd to send a copy
of this Rosolution to the following porsons:

Govcrnor Fielding L. Wright

Senator Jemos O. Bastlend

Senator John C. Stennis

The Speakor of the Mississippi House of Represcntatives

The Prosident of the lississippi Senate

Ezch Reprosontative from Mississippi in the House of
Reprosontatives of the Congress of the United
States

Eech membor of the Demoeratic Executive Committec of
Mississippil

The Chairman of the Junior Ber Scetion of tho Amcricen
Bar Association;

; A¥D BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thet the Prosident
|

of the Jackson Junior Bar pssoclation be dirccted to sond a copy

of this Rosolution %o thc Chairmen of tho Junior Bar Section of

gach of the Southern Statecs, end to the President of cach of tho



local Junior Bar Associations throughout the Southern States,
together with an appropriate loetter that similer sentiments be
expressed by those groups to their politicel leadors, and that

similar "positive sction" be encouraged by them.



e S T . Alnifed Dlates Denate

ALBERT L. SEOCL, CLEMX COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Pebruary 19, 1948

Hone
Jackson, Mississippi
Do IER:

I appreciate very much your letter of February 12th with
the enclosed resclution which has had my close attention, It has
much valuable thought therein and I certainly appreciate your sending
me the copy.

I have always heen a strong States' Rights man and have
knowm in a general way that we were developing a more centralized form
of govermment, but I have really been amased after getting here at the
extent of this development.

As I stated at the meeting in Jackson last Thursday, the
things that have impressed me most here in Washington have been the
lack of regard for the rights of the states and the far-reaching in=
fluence of the organized pressure groups that constantly operate here,
and most effectively. We are in the midst of these battles here now,
with the outcome of course uncertain, bhut my belief is that not a
single one of them will become a law,

I am enclosing herewith a four-paragraph quotation from a
letter that I wrote immediately on my retum from Miasissippi.

I an working my way intc the active and fighting part of
the picture here as fast as I can, and at the same time trying to
avoid a mis-step that would lessen my chances on being taken sericusly
by my colleagues. I shall deeply appreciate your counsel and sugges-
tions from time to time and shall also renember you most kindly and
nost favorably because of your very generocus treatment and timely help
in the campaign last fall,

Wiith best wishes and warm personal regards, I am
Your mm’

008-30

JoSteh
Ence
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