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February 19, 1948

Honorable I
Vicksburg, Mississippi

Dear kd:

First, I went to thank you for your very timely telegram,
which wes & contributing factor in my decision to come to Mississzippi.
Hext, I want to thank you for your usuel generous and very helpful
ald in working out verious aspects of my tslk. You really helped,

&8 you always do.

I was very much impressed with the meeting in Jeckson and
the celm determination and serlous atmosphere prevailing. It seems
to me thut the movement has already mede a contribution and has helped
the cause here, &and I think that with a men of calm judgment end sincere
purposes, such as Governor wWright, dirscting it there is & good chance
to stey on & sound basis snd help the csuse in the future. It still
Seems very uncertain to me as to what will happen here with reference
to some of those bills, but I really do not think the F.E.P.C. Bill hss
a chence to pess at this session. This is e continuing fight from year
to year, and the South is faced with the necessity of launching an
effsctive, affirmative program of her own.

It would be interesting to you to see the different lines
of thought here from the different Senators on economiec metiers, and
I think the recasting of Party lines is much more likely to occur along
economic lines than besed on racisl metters. Most of the Democracts
from the South, the conservatives, now see more or less eye to eye
with the conservative Republicans as to the fundemental structure of
our government., On the other hand, we have extreme libersls, or radicals,
in both the Democretic end the Republicen Perties who went to change our
Government into & more centralized form and have a regulated economy with
socilalized medicine aund & host of other things.

This racial matter is going to vex us for years to come, and
our best approach to it, I believe, is to be &ble to have & ressonsble
showing to make to the other mreas thut we, the white rece, in the South
are in good fith in trying to desl with the negro and give him some
chance to develop. Some do mot egree with this, but I think it is @ step
that we must take and thus keep this legislation from passing. I do not
fear the negro himself as I do the paid sgitsators and orgenizers who will
come in and try to stir the negroes up.



Hon. NN , Feb. 19, 1948 Page Two

Too, I feel that we should start s definite, orgsnized
plan to get our side of the case before the people in other aress
of the country, as this racial matter has been sold them on & false
issue of right &nd wrong, with us on the wrong side of the question
&8 plctured to them, end it is not altogether their fault that they
have convicted us in their minds. We ought to have something in
the neture of the "Voice of the South®™ to offset the propagandsa
which constantly comes from these orgenized pressure groups who make
their living by stirring up discontent.

Please convey my regards to our mutusl friends there,
including Mr. Cashman and your father and Everett and the others,

You might be interested to know that I have accepted an
invitation from & radio chain thet covers New England end Hew York
and Pennsylvania for a round table discussion broadeast on Friday
night, February 27th, on the F.E.P.C. with our friend, Senator lves,
&s one of my adversaries. I do not know who his pertner will be,
but Senator Ellender will be with me in the opposition. I was
becoming rather fond of Ives personally, but was greatly jerred when
I learned that he was the asuthor of the F.E.P.C. Bill. I suppose
1 know as little about Brooklyn and the Bronk &s he does about the
South. I understsnd that this broadeast will not be in the South,
but if by any chence the plans should be chenged, I will let you know.

Take care of yourself and come to see me vhen you cane.
With best wishes, I am

Your friend,

U. Sl S.

JCS:vm
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February 23, 1948

Honorsable NN
First Hationsl Benk Building
Vicksburg, Mississippi

My desr H:

Your letter of February 18th has been received and is
deeply apprecisted.

I regret exceedingly to see Congressmen Whittington
leave the Congress, as I think he is one of the most able men in
either branch. I went to learn what I can sbout flood control and
shall certainly be interested in taking sdvantege of the invitation
of General Crawford; however, as yet his invitetion has not been
received, If the proposed trip is at a time that I can in any wey
get off, 4 shall certainly asccept. But it would have to be, I think,
at a time beyond the current session of this Congress, which is ex~
pected now to last until July.

I appreciste your inquiry as to the Weshington reaction
to Yississippi's position on the Civil Rights bills, &nd your comment
that Governor Wright is extremely anxfous thet Misefssippi svoid the
charge and also the appeerance of demagoguery. I sppreciste his position
on this, &nd that is one point that T have consistently mede in my
discussions here sinee the day of his originel statement, thet is, that
Governor Wright is not &n extremist snd does not indulge in extrevagent
statements but is very sincere and in earnest and has ¢ lot of determi-
nation. It seems to me thet he hes handled himself splendidly &nd hes
certainly not left me with the impression of being & demsgogue.pr having
that sort of approach.

Uue to a combination of ressons, going back over the years,
it 1s hard for these protests coming from the South tc make & deep im-
pression here. Then the reaction here to the Conference of Governors
in Floride was distinétly to cool the matter off. For & gnod long while
around the Senste Chamber, Jim Eastlend, Senator Johnston of South Carolina
and 1 were the on!y ones who talked about the matter in a serious vein.
But the attendance end report of the meeting held in Jackson on Februsry
12th seemed to impress them some up here., 4&nd I have & feeling that the
Southern Senators have been getting some strong reports from back home
in their own states. But, still, it is my impression that these reports
are not coming to them very strongly as yet. Frankly, that's the picture
here tight now. When I last talked with them, men like Senator Overton
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and Senator George had not been so well impressed, and as late as
Saturday Senator Byrd came out with & statement advising caution end
delay.

This committee of Southern Governors is meeting here
today and & conference has been called with them for tomorrow morning.
I zm going to attend &nd by the time it is over, I shall be in position
to give you & further report. I wish thet Fielding had consented to
serve on thet committee, because I think he would have made & good
impression here and his sincerity and determination would have been
convineing and quite effective. Of course, I do not think there will
be any direct promises mede to this committee for any relief, but it
will put us in a better moral position later and the impression those
Governors make here will also have some finsl weight later.

I think the thing that is pressing down hardest right
now on these Southern Senators is the very thing thet is pressing
heavily on my mind and that is the outcome of the {ight that is te
be made this spring to pess these laws. We must have help and we must
heve it before Convention time and before plstform writing time. We
must have help in the nature of votes on the Floor of the Senate to
keep cloture from being invoked. My opinion is theat that is the only
reason Senator Byrd is advising caution and delsy right now. He thinks
that if he advises & bolt from the Party now he will not be in position
when those bills come up to ask for help from the Western Democrats.

I feel that the reforming or recssting of Party lines
should be slong the primeciple of Stetes' nights end sound econcmie
policy rather than the so-called racizl mstter.

I shsll write you agein after the conference witn the
Governors and of course you will understand thet this .etter is in
confidence.

Agsin thanking you snd with very best wishes, I am

Your friend,

U. 8. 8.
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March 9, 1948

Honoreble EEE—

» g

e & &

Vicksburg, Missiseippi
Dear Ed:

Thanks so much for your letter of February 24th,
Your words are most encouraging and I grestly sppreciate having

your views on these matters of legislation.

I am going to send you a eopy of my first speech
&s soon &3 I can get some from the press.

With kindest personsl regerds and best wishes, I anm

Sincerely yours,

JOSs VM
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February 25, 1948

Honorable NI
Attorney at Law
Vicksburg, Mississippi

Dear HN;

With further reference to the situation here regarding the
reports from the South, things have picked up a great deal within the
last few days. The visit from the Governors of the South stirred up
a great dedl of interest and a great deal of talke I was with them
in two of their conferences, and particularly with some of them in
Senator lcClellan's office., They reported a great deal of interest
and agitation on the part of the people in their home states. OF
course Senator McGrath did not give them any satisfaction at all, but
I think their wvisit hers was well worthwhile for the benefit of the
record and also for the comment that it caused.

Today I had lunch with Senator Russell, Senator Byrd,

' Seﬁ\ator Holland from Florida, and Senator Johnston from South Carclina.

The talk was fast and fim, Senator Byrd said that the people had
become so aroused in Virginia that they had to have restraints. He
told us of the Governor's message to the Virginia Legislature which

is scheduled for tomorrow. Their plan is to form the Virginia Demo-
cratic Party, elect their own electors as free agents. Thiswill

make it possible for the home people and the county officers in Virginia
to remain loyal to the Democratic Party and at the same time select
electors that will be free agents to join with the others in supporting
the national ticket or not, as they may see fite I have heard some
talk here of President Truman being shelved as the Democratic nominee.

We are greatly concerned here about the passage of these
bills during the spring months. The Republicans tell us here that they
are on the spot, having been put there by President Truman, and must go
down the line and vote for cloture and also for the bills., That part
looks very dark nowe As I understand the situation in the South gen=
erally, I believe that the only thing that could stop the threatened
revolt is the defeat of these bills and also the kaving out of any pledge
to pass them at later sessims of the Congress.

Governor Wright has held things on a di.@'xified plane and
this has helped the cause greatly.
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ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK 3 COMMITTEE ON

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Hon. NS

I have discussed this matter of letting the people vote
on some preliminary phase of this plan and everyone thinks that it
would greatly strengthen the cause. Of course this would have to be
decided by each state, but I am firm in the opinion that it would
greatly help the cause to have the people of Mississippi pass on some
phase of the plan by popular ballot. The officials of the Democratic
Party here cannot help but look at the unbroken line of huge votes in
their favor every four years from nearly all of the southern states,
every year since the Civil War., A new vote from the people to the
contrary would have powerful consequences here in my opinion.

I shall be glad to keep you advised of any developments
here and at the same time will appreciate hearing from Yyou as to the
situation in Mississippi.

With kind personal regards, I am

Your friend,

U. S- SQ

JeS2eh
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SEIDEL, CLERK

March 8, 1948

Honorable NG

Attorney-at-Law
|
Vicksburg, Mizeiassippl

Dear Ed:

I certainly asppreclested your good letter
of February 28th., It would have been answered before now,
but I wea :';nit.e busy lest weuk with my speech. quur letter
proved very helpful in getiing up the speech, of which I
will send you a copy.

I am looking forward to my visit te Sta*‘f,e
College this weekend and plan to be there all day Saturday.

Again thenking you for your good thought
and with best wishes, I am

Sincerely your friend,

g o
Ul We ulia

JCs8/11
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