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.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
I MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI

May 4, 1948 Yo

Senator John C. Stennis
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir and Friend:

I enclose a clipping from the Commercial Appeal. Perhaps you know about
this matter and have before you the fuller details thereof.

I am wondering,if the Democratic Party and the President are really com-
mitted to and believe in the doctrine of States' Rights, how they can
reconcile the application of their so-called Civil Rights proposals to all
the states regardless of state action; and how they can consistently insist
that Congress should legislate on these proposals.

As I understend the proposition, each state under the constitution has the
right to fix the qualification of voters and the undoubted right to impose

g poll tax and to make payment of such poll tax a condition of the exercise

of the right to vote. If there is anything in the doctrine of States' Rights,
Congress has no business trying to legislate on the subject.

The states also have the undoubted right to enact proper segregation laws,
under the terms of prior decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States,
where equal facilities are provided for each race, mean that the necessity
for, or wisdom of, segregation laws, and the provisions of such laws, are
primarily and necessarily for state action; and that the validity of such
laws as are enacted and whether or not they conform to the constitution are
legal questions for the determination of the courts. This is the way it

has worked out in the past, and it seems to me that Congress has no business
undertaking to legislate on the gquestion at all.

Congress has no right under our constitution to exercise the police powers

of the s tates, and the proposed enti-lynching law, it seems to me, is so

clearly unconstitutional, as that no right thinking representative in

Congress who has any appreciation at all of constitutional law has any

basis for a contention to the contrary. If the Chairman of the Democratic
Committee, the President and the Democratic Party wish to avoid a revolt

against the President and the Party because of these matters, then it seems to me the
they ought to make a clear announcement on all three of the foregoing propositions
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and the Fair Employment Practice Act; and distinctly say that they are
committed to the proposition that Congress has no jurisdiction to and should
not violate the States' Rights by undertaking to litigate on such questions.

I am unalterably opposed to each and every one of the measures now being
agitated and proposed, and perscnally I have reached the point where I do
not want to go along with the Democratic Party unless it gets right on
these questions. I feel that now is the time for the Democrats of the
South to insist in the interest of all the people throughout the nation
upon a clear-cut, definite, ringing declaration on these propositions,

or else.

With kindest regards and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

REW:mgj

Enclosure



C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL., CHAIRMAN T
KENNETH S. WHERRY, NEBR.

. BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, I0WA
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF.
HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS.
WILLIAM E. JENNER, IND.

JOHN W. BRICKER, OHIO

IRVING M. IVES, N. Y.

» ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK

CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ. e '\E
THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. 1.
BRIEN MC MAHON, CONN.

FRANCIS J. MYERS, PA. If; O\) 7; §
JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. ?’l cnifeb ,%fafez ’%enaie 5' l[

COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Hay 8, 1048

]
Meridian, Mlsslesipni
pear Mr, INNEEEN:

Iwish to thank you so much for your letter of May 4th
whieh has been quite helpful to me and in which I agree one huadred
parcent.

On final analysis these so-called Civil Rights bills have
absolutely no constitutional foundation, bdut the most serious one, as
I see it, iz the antiepoll tax bill which will earry Oengress into
the field of suffrage, and onee they enter it they are there without
any constitutional limitations at all. It is a fleld Sotally denisd
to them so far as qualifications of electors are concerned, but if
they enter the field at all over this prohibition, then Congress will
be thers unrestirained,

Some most excellent briefs were filed on this gquestion
in the reecent polletax hearing, a ¢opy of which I am having forwarded
to you, 1 eall your particular attention to the briefs of Mr, Orten
and Mr, Charles Warren. The subject had been so ecompletely briefed
that in my minsority report I conceived and followed the idea of
writing a report, not in the form of a brief for the Judge to read,
but the plain statement of the facts and the principlee for the Jury
to read, and am pleased to enclose one herewlith. The soundness of
these propositions are pretty generally admitted by the lawyer members
of the Senate, Dut they certainly do not 1ika w0 g0 on record to vote
against these dills.

I ingquired adbout your welfare from everyone who has been

here from Meridian, and am always glad to hear from you., Vrite me
again,
With cordial good wishes, 1 anm
Your friend,
U. 8. Senator
Enclosure

SO0 e oty
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C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL., CHAIRMAN
KENNETH $. WHERRY, NEBR. CARL. HAYDEN, ARIZ.
EOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I.
MWILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. BRIEN MC MAHON, CONN.
HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS. FRANCIS J. MYERS, PA.

WILLIAM E. JENNER, IND. JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS.
JOHN W. BRICKER, OHIO

Jori W BricKer, o DWlnifed Diafes Denafe

ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK COMMITTEE ON

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

May 17, 1948

Meridian, Mississippi

Dear Mr. I :

I thank you so much for your letter of May 1Zth and
the information contained therein. I shell try to hsndle the
matter about being away from Jeckson a&s you suggest. The sctual
fects were it would have been & neglect of duty to have left here
under the circumstences. I teiked with Governor Wright over the
telephone on Saturdsy before the meeting, and he told me that
in view of conditions we were facing here he thought th

heat ve
should not leave Weshington. I appreciste your attitude sbout it

and 1 am gled of am opportunity to relete these facts to FOU.
¥ith very best wishes to you &nd yours, I am

Your friend,
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fugust 10, 1948

Honorsble K. E. Wilbourn
Citisens National Bank Building
Meridien, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Wilbournt

I thank you very much for your letter of encourage-
ment with reference to ths Anti-Poll Tex Bill and appreciate your
reasons for opposing a constitutional smendment on this subject.

I agree wholeheartedly with every point you meke as
to the amendment, but I am so concerned lest Congress passan Anti-
Poll Tax Bill and it be upheld by the Supreme Court, thus leavirg
Congress supreme in the field of suffrage without any restrictions
or limitations whatsoever, that I may at some point agree to the
submission of & constitutionsl amendment to the extent that I shall
not try to debate it indefinitely, but shall oppese it on the Floor,
vote sgainst its submission and then oppose it in my home state. That
was my position here this time and I heid out until the last against
any kind of a compromise with them under any conditions whatsoever.
We got by with it this time but I do not know what the situation will
be in January when I expect the battle to be renmewed on a broader scale
end in a more intensive lorm.

I am always anxious for your thought on any subject and
appreciate your counsel and valuable advice.

¥With kindest personal regards and all good wishes, I

Your friend 5

U. 8. Senator

Jes/11
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