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Fresnc, Californis
Deer II:

¥ith refersnce to your letter of March z4ith, lymehing
is & form of murder. A4l1 stetes have laws againat it. Under a
Federal ict you would take over the duties of & State or local
Government. I favor local znd Stete Government.

Under FEPC, the Federal Governument would force the
employer or dictate to him whom he should hire and fire, plscing
it on & basis of race when it should rewalc on a basis of efficiency.
I favor no interference with free enterprise by local, State or
Federal Government. Employment problems should be setiled by arbi-
tration between the employer and the employee.

Segregstion is 2 sociel problem pecullar to those states
having large populations of verious races. Local socisl customs
cannot be changed successfully except by the people directly affected.
These sre established customs in the States, and as such should be
controlled by States. I am opposed to Federal imtervention in these
metters.

The Poll Tex is another matter of States' rights. It is
not & tax on voting eny more than & sales tex is. If the people of a
state wish to tex ell persons between the zges of twenty-one and sixty
who wish to vote (in Mississippi 4 per day) 1t should be their own
business, #s is sny other State tex. 1 am opposed to Federsl control
of Stete elections.

A11 such measures will destroy the rights of States to local
government, &nd by so doing take awey some of the fundsmertal freedoms
f the individual. The United States hes grown strong and powerful under
& system of allowing the peoples of Stetes to solve their financial,
sociel and politicel problems. We sre still meking good progress under
thet system. Centralized Govermment would, in my opinion, eventually
dgstroy us &8 & strong and prosperous Natlom.

Yours truly,

John C, Stennis,
BD s VM U. 8. 3.
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