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ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK COMMITTEE ON

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Reymond, Miseissippi
Dear Dr. NN

I certeinly thank you for your fine and helpful letter
of March 29th. You were very thoughtful to write me in such & frank
way, end you heve reelly helped me,

My position with referernce to the States! Rights matter
is consistent snd is as cleer a#s & bell, In my platform, in my
cempaign literature, end im every speech thet I made in Missiseippi
during the cempeign, I mentioned and emphasized States! hights and
sald that it wes & matter that people were not then peying much
attention to, but thet it wes & neglected matter end that in the
future people would wring their hands snd wish they had given it
proper attention. I futther said that this was one of the main
reasons vhy 1 wanted to go to the United States Senste, in order teo
try to do something about Stetes Rights. I did not think the other
cendidates emphasized this, not as much es 1 did anyway, end I know
there was some criticism of me during the cempelgn to the effect that
I wvas trying to scare people.

When President Truman's message on Civil Rights was
delivered to the Senate, I read it at the Clerk's desk before it weas
reed out on the Floor of the Senate, and within ten minutes theresfter
I issued & stetement to the press to the effect thet this nessage wuas
contrary to the interests of the South and thet I would fight it te
the last ditch and thet there would be no compromise. That statement
was not carried by the press in Mississippl, as I understend, but of
course I could not control thst.

Since that time I hsve been very sctive in my opposition
to these Bills, heve appeared before the Judiciary Committee in oppo-
sition to the iénti-Lynching Bill several times, have spoken twice
on the radio against these Bills, snd have led the fight before the
fiules Comnittee in opposition to the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, handling all
the witnesses fOr our side and cross-examining those of the other side.
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I have also delivered & speech on this subject before the Senate,
some copies of which I enclose, together with some comment made
thereon by my colleagues here and & newspeper commentator.

1 hope you will pardon my going into &1l this, but
em just trying to give you s picture of what I have been doing
and I sha.’! gpurrciate your passing this information on to others.

-

I appreciate very much your counsel and edviee, &nd
in the meantime you may rest assured that I shall be busy at all
times and along the lines of work that I feel represent the interests
and the wishes of the people of Mississippi. Our entire staff hers
in my office is wedded to the idea thet we are working together for
Mississippl, snd I assure you thet we will stick to that principle.

I shell be glad to have your advice and counsel snd
really appreclsate your letter.

Very truly yours,

Enclosure
JCS: VM
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