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July 1, 1970

MEMORAWDUM TO SENATOR BTIENNIS
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re: ‘Tax deductobility of
The Lawyers Committee: for Ciy:i Rights under Lew recently

brousiht a sult to forbid the deductability of gifts to recently

establiched yprivate schools in Mississippi. Initially the Government
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dications now are that they are going to
withdraw their opposition, and agree with the ILawyers Committee.

Additionally, the .President has recently said that he would make a
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=nt on this subject, the concensus.of opinion is that he is going %o

these private schools are not tax deductable.

In wmy opinion, this position is untenable. In'the first plece, many
vrivate schools all over the countxy enjoy tax deductability, although

the exclude persons for reasons of religion or sex. Almost all

yrivate schools were founded to exclude scuecne, at some time in the

past. Alsoc, Eastern prep type schools have discriminated notoriocusly, and
now only integrate on & "token" basis, admitting carefully screened middle
class biack students.
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this is an issue that is important to you, I believe that
I can yprepare some materials that would be helpful to you. It might be that
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it can be tregied

the same way you have dealt with public schools in the
north: By bringing attention to the difference in treatment in the
Norsh or South,

I will be happy ©o Q;&Cuss this issue with you.at your conveninece.
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