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LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS,, CHAIRMAN

STYLES BRIDGES, N. H. RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA.
RALPH E. FLANDERS, VT. HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA.
MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE LYNDON B. JOHNSON, TEX.
ROBERT C. HENDRICKSON, N. J. ESTES KEFAUVER, TENN.

FRANCIS CASE, S. DAK. LESTER C. HUNT, WYO. * { ’$ {
JAMES H. DUFF, PA. JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. ?'J cnt{ea %{a eﬁ ena e
JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY. STUART SYMINGTON, MO.

PHILIP K. ALLEN, CHIEF CLERK COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

May 20, 1954

DeKslb, Mississippi
My dear Friends:

For some time | have been deeply concerned at the prospective
outcome of the school segregation cases before the Supreme Court which
finally rendered its decision Monday that swept aside five of its own previous
decisions, 17 Lower Federal Court decisions, 57 State Supreme Court de-
cisions, 17 State Conetitutious, and held that a State law requiring
separate schools for the races was invalid, There ise’ t a chance that the
Court will change this ruling and the only way to overrule it is by constita-
tional amendment being adopted by 3¢ States, which just will not be done.

We must face this greatest problem that our generation in the Scuth
has been corfronted with and exercise caution and commeon sense. In order
io pres¢rve the bloodstream of our owa race, we zannot afford to put the
children of both races in the same schools, but &t the sama time 1 do aot faver
abolishing the public school system excapt as & very last resort. To do so
will, 1believe, cause the certain and rapid decline of educativnal standards
excepi for those that are able to afford the very bast private schools., Our
middle income and lower income groups of white children will soon find them -
selves without adequate educational opportunities, My purpose is to preserve,
if possible, and I kaow it will be your purpese, a public schosel for that group.
Of course we are estirsly willing for the Negro children to have better
gchools, and want them to have such.

As | see it, our chance to keep the public schools is to have the
leaders of the white race who are really interested in education and the leadurs
of the Negro race of the same type, agree at the county level on a voluntary plan
where each would have a public but separate school for the children of their own
race. I believe there is a good chance for such a plan to be worked out in
Kemper County and other similarly situated counties that would last for perhaps
a gquarter of a century., If no satisfactory plan can be worked out in some counties
in our State, then we could lave a county option on abelishing the public schools
for those counties, if they saw fit, and other counties could continue at least for a
good number of yoars under the voluntary system,
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I believe that you and other trustees of Kemper County would be
rendering a great service if you would have a frank and firm discussion
with the Negro leaders on such a plan. Make it clear to them that the
Federal Government is not going to provide them with school buildings,
with teachers, nor with transportation, but that all this must come from
State and local taxes that they alone cannot impose. I believe that you can
make it clear, and that they will understand that they cannot '"go it alone'', and
that the organized groups of paid agitators cannot put on tax levies that will
support their schools., I believe they will clearly see what they already know,
that it will be far better for all concerned if the white and colored people work
together and plan together for a system that is satisfactory to both groups,
and that this is absolutely the only way for their children to have a good-quality
public school. In return, they will be encouraged by your pledge to support a
program at Jackson and at the county level that will give them adequate buildings,
teachers and transportation.

I think that you can emphasize to them that the decision is theirs, and
unless satisfactory plans can be worked out, you will be forced to throw your
influence toward abolishing the public school and everyone will have to shift for
themselves,

You will fully understand, I know, that this letter is merely obser -
vations and suggestions based on long thought on the subject, as well as
consultation with other Senators from all over the South. Unless it becomes
absolutely necessary, I am strongly opposed to the sentiment in Missisdppi
that wishes to quickly abolish the public schools and leave every child to
more or less shift for himself. Such a plan falls hardest on the white
children than oh anyone else.

Even though this Supreme Court decision may be a year or two years
or even three years in going into effect in Missisdppi, I believe it will be
a great mistake to ignore this question and wait until we are prodded into
having to do something. We should actively sta rt making plans now, and to
this end I believe that you should start considering it,

With good wishes and appreciation to each of you, I am

Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator



RECEIVED

State of Mississippt
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

J. M. Tuse JACKSON
SUPERINTENDENT

May 21, 1954

Honorable John C. Stennis
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Stennis:

I deeply appreciate your sending to me the opinions
of the Supreme Court on the cases involving segrega-
tion. I have read these reports with a great deal
of interest. I appreciate talking with you about
this important matter over the telephone a few days
ago. It is our sincere hope that we can work out
our problems without too much trouble. I feel that
our Negro educators will work with us in any way.

It seems to me that to abolish the public schools in
any state would be a grievous matter. I cannot
contemplate what would happen if we should resort ro
this measure.

Please keep me informed as to what is being done
about this matter from time to time in the National
Capitol.

ond,

J« M. Tubb
State Superintendent of Education

JMT/bws
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Departmsnt and to the President frem all over the world.
as I say, wo have besn using coeveion all the time anyway and in a

dressedeup fomm, coupled with some comwn sense and the necessities of the
oceasion, it wi work sgsin - at least, I believe, for quite a number of
Jearse
with fond pood wishes, I am
Your friend,
John ftencis

United Btates Demalor

Adr ¥adl
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