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Vicksburg, Mississippi
Dear llllllll

I believe yours is the best letter I have had regarding
the sechool segregation question, It is just chuck-full of
common-gense, down-to-earth reasoning, I think you have come
nearer than anyone else in hitting the nail on the head in pointing
to a way out - that is, through the leadership of our own negroes,
We shall make a grave mistake if we take a negative, do-nothing
attitude, but rather I think we should build up on the local, public
opinion which exists now with both races for separate schools in an
affirmative program of constructive leadership, If we do not take
the lead, then our negroes will be led by others. All they want
now is the good faith promise for betier schools.

%hile I was at home last week I met with the Kemper County
School Board, and I urged them to take the lead along this line,
I was also one a national hook-up yesterday and I made these very
points on the Man Of The Week TV prograil.

T have also written special letters to Jimmie Ewing, Bob
Morrow and Tom Tubb, West Point, when I saw that they were members
of the Commitiee,

let me hear from you at any time, With very best wishes
and again commending you for your fine attitude and reasoning,
Ianm

Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator
Ence
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