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Permit me to teke this means of extending congretulations
to you on being chosen Mjan of the ¥ 5

veeX" on the OBS Television Show of
the same name, Sundey June 6. It was with no littge feeling of pride,
shared I am sure with many others viewing the show, thet our Greet state
of iiississippi was most ably represented.

iR

FPeing & native of lloxubee County I[ississippi it wes my plea=-
sure to first know you as Circuit Judge. I met you ﬂersonallv in 19L7 in
your office ip De hmlb on the occasion of your considering air conditioning
for your offices, this bteing my business at the time, ﬁgain, later that
year I visited you elong with our mutuel friend Joe Pollard at your
smpeign headquarters in the Edwsrds Hotel on the night of your first
election to the United States Senate.

It is regarding the very grave crisis facing the people 6f
the South including our stete, your main topic of discussion on the =zbove
show, thet I respectfully direct wy remerks, With the hope that I may
convey to you perhaps & new idea or slant that you mey find helpfull
in our defense against those evil forces threatening the peace and
security‘OP not only the South but "e entire nation. If you but gleen

a single effective phrase from my simple words then my porpose has been
served,

Since ucl& DLfort on the part uf some to enforce non=—

segregetion in ¢ ’ bears the fimiliar stinch of

Communisin, cre?tin; dissension and division emoung the people designed

to distroy the nstion from within, must first be proved, enother line

of defense il inizht add without eiring all of my views on

the matter current Senate Investigating Sub-commitiee hearings

hes reveeled the shocking fact that Communism has now found refuge in the

dignities of men in high office 'S5 it might well be possitle thet Communism
ite of zll of the other efforts. Which efforts becone

1seless when given such protection.

111"‘,:;’ succeed in gD

A

.

The Tegro opersting under whatever influence whether Communism

desire to 'get somﬁthing for nothing' hes in fact been sold an

that he lb entitled to "equality", It was during the reizn of the
rSey that he was given the megic words ".....regardless

creed", made him know when used by those who would

1nn00ent 1flag wavers ! 1 he hed something more

s thing thet he did not now heve., Allsdin never had

more powerful vorda of 1egic,
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Let no one be deceived: the Hegro does want to be free of
segrezation, Various spokesmen for the South mey put words in his mouth
contrary tothis, but it does not chenge his thinking. lhat is more, in
accomplishing this he will demend more, namely: full end couplete fegquality®.
of course, the burning question becomes: What is eguelity? Where do you
draw the line? At what point in social end economic achievement does anyone
consider himself "equal¥,

The recsnt ruling cf the United States Supreme Court involves
metters of law and eny defense ir this area esn best be hendled by you uen of
lew, However, the gquestion here becomes, can the efforts of any group of
lewyers recardless of their abilities end efforts heve any influence on that
tribunal in effecting & rescission, while eppearing before it in the glering
light of opinions of the mejority of people of this netion crystellized
against them. )

The forces brinzing sbout such Socislistic Judicial Legislation
sre well orginized heving a powerful front in the NAACP, operating under the
guise of improving the Negro's sociel and economic status, chercing racisl
discriminstion. The Supreme Court ruling renresents & victory in siep one of
2 long renge progrem. There will be more scticn to follow. Anyone in disegree=
ment with these views should ascguaint himself with the facts.

Any efforts on the part of the South to circumvent the ruling
of the Supreme Court Lty eny of the oresently proposed methods; (1) ignore the
ruling, (2) privete schools, (3) school board designation of &ttendance, or
any other pethod will only iavite trouble, The NAACP is ready for battle,
their bis guns ere loaded. Such intentions were so ennounced tarough the press.

while Stetes Rights may te in violetion in these zctiomns, I

believe it would be & serious misteke to tuild & defense on it; for many
ressons to name two: firstly, the cherges of racial discriminetion sgeinst us

end other charces would remein unenswered, therefore, reseeding itself to grow
uwp lster, Secondly, Stetes Rights was used many times in the past by other
states or group of stetes as & defensive weapon, to such an extent Ly some

as to become slmost as unpooular es the currently familisr vse of the Fifth
Lrmendment on the pert of certein individuels #s 2 defensive weapon. Violetions

- 9

of Stetes Rights finds symmethy only in the minds of the people so affected.

We must, therefore, recognize the asctions of NAACP elong with
the other promoters snd agitstors for vhet they really ere - Socielistic. Any
croup of people finding success to any extent in forcing their will over that
of another group under the laws of the nation prove thet both the law and the
action sre not Democratic. The recent Huey Long Mshere the weelth® movement
was properly branded Socialistic, found oponents in 2ll sections of the
country. Fecause it would take money from the pockets of all the neople of
fingnciasl means the movement died a natural death, Free medical zid under
governnent sponsorship threatened us many times through the past like gient
tidsl waves., In this case the proponents of such Socislistic Welfare
Legislation met e superior counter force in the American ledical Association,
A1l of the medicel men of this nation joined together in 2 united eflfort and
brought about the defeat of this movement. Only through orgenized effort where
they successfil, This was no easy thing teceuse socizlized medicine Had gained
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considerable momentum reflected in the vast number of County Hospitels
built throughout the country.

Agein this nation is faced with Socielism, Normally the
effects of Socialism are slow (but sure) in degenersting the econony of
& nation, but this time it is different, This time it cerries with it sll
of the objectives sought by the Fescists, Nezis end the Communists, to dévide
the people from within, then take over. I em not en slarmist, neither am I
one thet when he heers the burgler elerm in a bank go off, turn his back
and say, "there is no ceuse for alarm, it is only someone meking 2 deposit.
The long hard road is before us. The burglar slarm hess sounded,

God sew fit fo creste only one Dsvid, who with & single blow
stopped & gient who threatened the neace and security of his netion. In
the sbsence of such a chempion we will find our individual efforts,regerdless
of nmumbers) to be futile sgeinst a2 well orpenized oponent whose e&riy lebors
now bear fruit of putlic opinion of that vast mejority of the people of this
nationgoutside the Southern Stetes, earrying with them the great majority of
wealth and the voting control of the Congress.
It is, .therefore, clearly indiczted thet an orgenizetion is
now neeced, the leaders among us should be celled on, those capeble of
forming an orgenizetion that will effectively wege ¢ counter—offensive
ecdnst the evil forces now opersting ageinst us. We owe it not only to
ourselves as the people of the South, but as members of z grest nation.

. Reing & religious man I could not close without stating
what I belleve to be the most important point: ifiscegenetion is already in
evidence, even to the casual observer, reaching its present stage through
the windows of immorality. Should the doors be opened or the bearers other—
wise breached those people so engaped will in effect, say by their sctions
to Almighty God - ™we now reverse your decision as been unwise in creating
the different races, our purpose now tekes precedence", That the Negro was
brought to this country in slavery was the first sin committed for which
payment beceme due, Flood was shed in & civil war in payment, no mere humen
could possilbily know if the debt was then settled in full, It is ressonable
to assume that eny sins committed in the present stezge of miscegenation are
answerable by those individuals committing them. But when ratified by the
successful ection of the present movement becomes & new sin on the nestion.
et are the wages of this sin?

The forgoing views could be enlarged in.a colloquiel sense
to an advantage adding certzin collateral points that sre in evidence.
However, in an effort to avoid taking too .uuch of your velusble time, I
exereise trevity.






June 15, 195k

Jackson, Mississippi
vear [ HENG0NG

It is good to hear from you and I appreciate very much your
taking time out to write me your letter of June 7th, and there is
certainly much timely thought and many good ideas therein, This
Supreme Court decision has presented possibly the gravest and most
serious rroblem we shall ever have to face, 1 appreciate your very
generous remarks concerning the Man Of The Week program and of course
it pleases me that you approved and were pleased with my statements,
I accepted the invitation to participate in that naticnwide program
to try to show to the people from other sections of the country just
what our nroblem is and to point out that we were trying to be reasonable
in seeking a solution,

T am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of excerpls from &
recent radio broadeast in which I discussed the Supreme Court decision,
and also enclose a copy of the Congressional Record for May 18th, which
contains some of my remarks on the floor of the Senate, My further thought
ie that this is a matter which will have to be settled in Mississippi at
the county level, largely as such things have been settled in the past,
with the white leaders making it clear to the negroes that we are willing
for them to have better schools and want them to have better schools - bub
that the schools will continue to be separate, I feel that our negroes will
accept our leadership on this question and of course if we sit down and
let outsiders and agitators lead onr negroes, then we shall have no one
to blame except ourselves, I think some unofficial organization in each
county, which would include our school leaders and other leaders from each
community, could map out plans for the schools within that county, with
each race its separate schools of course, and then this organization could
take this plan to the negro leaders, especially the teachers and ministers,
and make it clear that this was the plan of cooperation and that they will
have better schools, but that the schools must continue to be separate,
You are all too correct in that our negro leaders are going 1o be subjected
to a lot of pressure from the outside not to go along with a plan such as
I have outlined, I am opposed to abolishing out public school system except
as a last resort and I feel that our negro lesders, with some encouragement,
will cause most of our negroes to continue to be satisfied with separate

schools - bub it is up to us to give them the proper leadership in this
direction,

I greatly appreciate your letter and hope that you will write me



more often, Your thinking and observations will be very helpful and
I shall also be glad to hear from you further on this school problem,
You are certainly taking the necessary approach when you say that
every individual citizen has a responsibility,

With all good wishes and hoping to see you in Hississippi again
before too long, I am

Sincerely yours,

John Stennis
United States Senator
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