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May 2k, 1954

Mre. Be Be. Sadler
Unicn, Mississippi

Dear Mr., Sadler:

I appreciate your letter of May 2lst and know exactly how you feel,
I feel the same way, only more so because I have been working with this problem
for more than two years, I have realized what might happen and I have tried to
prepare the way as best I could for more understanding in the minds of Senators
of other areas of the country whose understanding and help we might need in our
efforts to pull through this problems I alsc have been here and have iried to
battle against the currents of public opinion and the currents of govermment
which are set up by this other crowd which includes all kinds of pressure groups
outside the colored world, along with the NAACPe They are all alligned together,

When the blow came, I was confronted with the question: What shall I
say? Something that may win me a passing favor in Mississippi, or something that
may make our course understood better and get the ear of some of the minds here
that might be in a position to help us? My short statement was made deliberately
and with an eye to the future and was one which certainly did not represent all
of my feelings or my ideas about the situation, I might call your attention to
the fact that sometimes inflammatory statements here force your friends here to
desert you when they otherwise might be able to remain with you and do you some
good at a critical momente Not being here in the mill day after day, it is hard
to understand that situation, but it is very true,

The day after this Decision, Senator Daniel of Texas, a very fine
lawyer indeed and who, as Attorney General of Texas, argued the Texas Case before
the Supreme Court three years ago when they forced the admission of a negro
student, told me he was going to review the authorities to show up the Court in
their legal reasoning, but that he was going to take a conciliatory approach in
his argument on the floor, He said that this was the only way that he could get
any attention in the East and West and the North, I agreed with him that it was
wise for him to take that course and I told him that I would ask some questions
and make some comments, This is reflected by a marked copy of the Record for
that day in question,

You will note that in my brief remarks I was highly critical of the
Court, but I said that in spite of that, we were willing to work on the problem
in a constructive way but we might be forced to abolish our public school systems
T could have gone much further and could have said some of the things we would
do to avoid this Decision forcing our children in with the negroes; but it would
only have hurt our cause throughout the nation - and severely soe Incidentally,
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