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Recently I made a special and extended study of the two recent
Supreme Court decisions on school segregation and have tried to
think through as to their extended application over the years.
Frankly, the only hope that I can see for any State or subdivision
of the State to keep the schools separate will be to retain local or
State control over the means of financing the schools.

I do not think there is any longer any chance to have Federal aid
for the separation of the schools without having Federal control.

I therefor cannot continue my support of Federal aid for education.
There is some chance of a reaction in great areas of the country
to the new program, but I seriously doubt this.

I am afraid the same situation applies to the appropriation of funde
for school buildings. On the whole it seems to me that if there is
Federal contribution, there is going to be Federal control or at
least any State trying to fight for its right for separate schools
would place itself in an untenable position to accept Federal aid
even for the construction of schools,

i have given this matter a great deal of earnest consideration and
wanted to let you know in advance my reluctant conclusions there-
on, ‘

I am more convinced than ever that the effort to keep the schools
separate in our area is most: worthwhile. As Chairman of the
District of Columbia Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, I had a fairly good look at what integration is doing
for the City schools in Washington. They are grsatly and rapidly
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' standqrds from the impact of

deteriorating in r pdbcasion
on program.,

merely one year of an integrat

I hope that time is serving you well and that our paths will cross
before too long.

With best wighes, I am

Sincerely,

John Stennis
United States Senator
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