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EUPORA, MISSISSIPPI

March 18, 1948

Honorable John C, Stennis
United States Senator

Washington
Confidentdal and Personal

Dear John:

Wasjust contemplating writing you
congratulations on your "maiden" speech when
I received your letter, It was wonderful in
all its phases, its diction, its exposition of
legal facts, and especially in its good argument .
Your friends back home are very proud of you,

Of course there's a lot of hullabaloo
going on about President Truman's Civil Rights
business down here in Mississippi, It may do some
good, I hope so, However I cannot help but
believe that calm, thought-proveking appeals such
as you made in the Senate are of more value than
waving (figuratively) a Confederate flag and trying
to fight the Civil War all over again, Especially
convinclng was your declaration that pressure groups
will soon undermine the Constitution and destroy
the Bill of Rights "bit by bit and line by line," It
gave your Northern senatorial brethren the suspicion
that perhaps their own house was being endangered,

Although I am in faver of fighting Trumants
position with every weapon at our command, it is
impossible for me to believe otherwise than that
something pretty terrible is going on in Mississippi
politics today. I abhor not having confidence in
some of our leaders, but that's just the way I feel,
And incidentally I happen to know that a number of
these fellows are not wasting any love on our junior
United States Senator or anyone else who might happen
to ke outside a rather rigid Bourbon cirele, We are
nearer political bossism today in Mississippl than at
any time sinece I came to the state 21 years agoe Mr.
Bilbo, with all his disadvantages, served as a balance
wheel as long as he was living, Tom Bailey tied the
throttle down to a sensible speed until he passed away,
But today the paucity of real Democratic leaders is
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demoralizing, And in my humble opinion, thing's look
as if a very narrow little circle of men are going to
run things for some time to come, Your election rather
startled them, Many of them still can't understand
how it happened,

Please pardon this letter which I know is getting
too long. I appreciate you writing to me, and want
you to know that 1 think your deportment in the Senate
has been ideal, If at any time, now or in the future,
Hazel or I may render you any service, please call on us,

With every good wish, I am

Your friend,
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/
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P. S. Please give Senator Holfand my
regards, N,
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C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL., CHAIRMAN
KENNETH S. WHERRY, NEBR. CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ.
BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I.
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. BRIEN MC MAHON, CONN.
HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS. FRANCIS J. MYERS, PA.

WILLIAM E. JENNER, IND. JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. *
St . e, o Alnited Dlates Denate
ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

¥arch 25, 19L8

Honorable
Eupora, Mississippi

iy dear I

You can hardly know how rmuch I appreciate your fine letter
of March 18th, nor can you know how encouraging it was to receive such
a fine letter from you. Your observations are most illuminating and
helpful to me. What I need is a chance to talk things over at length
with you and I am going to avail myself of the first opportunity to do
so.

I certainly agree with you that Senator Bilbo served a
purpose there of a kind that you and I did not see and recognize at
the times I shall never forget that it was the plain people of Mis-
sissippi that caused our election and I an setting up my plan of work
here with that in minds I an not going to try to run the affairs of
Mississippi, but at the same time there is no individual nor group
that is going to run the aifairs of this office sc long as I hold it,
and there is no one there that has any strings on me except the peoples
I am not boasting of this, but merely repeating it to you, a special
friend, that this is the situation.

Flease give my special rzgards to Hazel and to your daughter
Jane. I am enclosing a copy of my speech for each of then and a few
extra copies that you might see fit to pass out to some special friends,
I appreciate so very much what you had to say aout the speech, which
was received here as being a new approach to an old subject.

With very best wishes and kind regards, I am

Your friend,

U. Se. Se

JC3sah
Ence
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