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April 12, 1948

Chambers of Commerce,
Gulfport, Mississippi,
Biloxi, Mississippi.

Gentlemen:

I thought this would be interesting to you, so I will
relate an experience we had several days ago:

‘le advertised in the local paper for a telephone operator
and that afternoon the narty called my secretary and told her she
wanted to apply for the job as telephone operator. Iy secretary
told her to come out the next morning and she would be glad to talk
to her. The next morning st ten o'clock, the time of her appoint -
ment, the narty came in and the room clerk looked up and thought
he was seeing things when she stated she heod corme to apply for the
telephone operator job, because it was one of the members of the
Ethlopian race, one of the products of the F.E. P.C. to which we sare
so bitterly opposed.

After the room clerk stepped back and quickly told my
sceretary the woman to sec her about the job 2s switchboard
cperator was as black as the Ace of Spades, my secretary did not
believe it could possibly be a negro that would have that much
nerve to apply for this type job down South, so she told the clerk
to tell her to come around to the officc, inasmuch as she had an
appointment. Very shortly, she comes strutting in and locoked like
Madam Quecen herself, and was as sure of hersclf as lMadan CGueen when
she walks down Lennox Avenue.

Gentlemen, this may sound amusing, but it is a serious
matter because I can just see what this part of the country would te
if the F.E.P.C. passed. I am sending a copy of this letter to
Senator James O. BEastland, Scnator John C. Stennis, Congrcssman
William M. Colmcr and Covernor Fielding L. right and urge that they
keep on Tighting the F.E.P.C. I am 2lso sending copies to the
members of the hotel association and others I think would be
interested in hearing of this expericnce. I Just do not btelieve many
employers in the state, if any, have had this experience,

CC: Scnator James 0. Eastland Sincerely,
Senator John C, Stcnnis
Congressman William M. Colmer
Governor Ficlding L. Wright
Members, Mississipni Hotel Assn. I

Manager.



C. WAYLAND BROOKS, ILL., CHAIRMAN

KEMN! TH S. WHERRY, NEBR.

EOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. I.

WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF.

HENRY CABOT LODGE, JR., MASS. FRANCIS J. MYERS, PA.

WILLIAM E. JENNER, IND.
JOHN W. BRICKER, OHIO
IRVING M. IVES, N, Y.

ALBERT L. SEIDEL, CLERK

CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ.
BRIEN MC MAHON, CONN.

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. ?JCni{eb ,%fa{eﬁ ’$ena£e .j ¢ ,f / /S

COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

April 26, 1948
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|
Edgewater Park, Migsissippl

Dear ¥r. INNEEN:

Thank you for your letter of April 12th concerning
your experience in the employment of a telephone operator.

As you know we are mearing another showdown fight
over the sowcalled Civil Rights Bills. You may be assured I
shall exert every effort to obbtain the defeat of this 4ll.
considered legislation,

1 deeply appreciate having your viewpoint on the
natter.
With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

UeBabe

JOSiCH Y






WILLIAM LANGER, M. DAK., CHAIRMAN

C. DO'IGLASS BUCK, DEL.
RALP ‘I, FLANDERS, VT.
RAYMOND E. BALDWIN, CCNN.
EDWARD J. THYE, MINN.
JOHN J. WILLIAMS, DEL.
ZALES N. ECTON, MONT.

KEMNETH MCKELLAR, TENN.
W. LEE O'DANIEL, TEX,

OLIN D. JOHNSTON, S. C.
WILLIAM B. UMSTEAD, N. C.
HERBERT R. O'CONOR, MD.

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS. ’p’[c“i{eb %{a{eﬁ ,%ena{e

GEORGE D. RILEY, STAFF DIRECTOR
COLETTE HOMAN, CLERK COMMITTEE ON POST OFFICE

AND CIVIL SERVICE

3

Edgewater Park, Mississippi
Dear Mr. [N

Your kind and gracious letter of July 26th is deeply
appreciateds 1 can think of nothing + should like
better than to visit the Mississippi Coast but just

at this time it does not look as if I will have an
opportunity for a vacation any time soon.

As you know, the battle is still on here, but it
appears now that we will be successful in forestalling
any action on the so-called Civil Rights bills at this
session.,

Please accept my very special thanks for your kind
invitation, and with kind regards and good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

1i

U, &, Jﬁnator
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