Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction

Civil Rights Correspondence John C. Stennis Digital Collections

10-27-1958

Correspondence, John C. Stennis, October 27-November 8, 1955

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence

Preferred Citation
[Title], John C. Stennis Collection. Mississippi Political Collections, Mississippi State University Libraries.

This Letter is brought to you for free and open access by the John C. Stennis Digital Collections at Scholars
Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Civil Rights Correspondence by an authorized administrator of
Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@messtate.libanswers.com.


https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/john-c-stennis
https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/jcs-civil-rights-correspondence?utm_source=scholarsjunction.msstate.edu%2Fjcs-civil-rights-correspondence%2F167&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com

N AC M T
SRS TON

LAWYER

BROOKHAVEN, MISS5.

‘////' Joun G

October 27, 1958

Senator John C, Stennis
United States Senate
lashington, D. C.

Dear Senator:

I would be glad you would give some thought to
this suggestion.

T believe if a bill was introduced to give each
state in the union exclusive control over their schools it
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would pass and leave out of the argument altogether "right-

wing, left-wing, conservative and liberal" but confine

that fight solely to give each state the exclusive power
to control their schools. Then when we get that through,
if we do, we could then begin on something else. When we
take it all together like we have been doing and have to

use such terms as "right-wing, left-wing, etc.y it stirs

up a faction and that faction apparently is in the majority

in the House and in the Senate. So I believe if our

Congressmen and Senators from the South would try out a bill

based solely on the control of our schools and leave all
other questions out of it, segregation and everything else,
and confine their efforts solely to putting through that
bill, T believe it has a chance to pass and I base that
oplnlon upon my reddlng of current literature. I believe
the West and middle West would largely line up with us

and some support from the East and of course we would have
the solid South.

This is only a suggestion because I know you are
studying these questions along with all other southerners.

Your friend,
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MR, STENNIS- -

This ought to be good informestion in any fight
on the poll tex, but no one 1 have gubmitted it to in
the past has ever, spparently, done so, This was put
together a few years ago while residing there in DC,

We do not have the tax any more in Florida, dut I
am opposed on principle, just as with the other things
lately being thrust upon us,

I
Reddick, Florida
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Memorandum on the matter of POLL TALLS —=—
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4 letter from the Deputy Secretary of State, RHODE ISLaND, dated larch 5, 1940,
stated that:

"inder Rhode Island law the payment of poll tax is not a pre-
requisite for voting."

However, Hon. Theodore F. Green, a member of the U, 5. Senate from Rhode Island,
has furnished a copy of the full text of the hhoce Island laws, Chapters 34 and 35,
regarding taxes in that state and we find the following language in Chapter 34:

"The assessors of taxes of each town and city shall, on the
date for the annual assecsment of town and city taxesthere-
against every person in said town
-2d,would be gualified to vote, a
thereof as, with other taxes, shall

se
in, respectively, assess
or city, who, il register
tax of $l1.00, or so much
amount to 1.00,

"The assessors of taxes of each town and city shall, on the
date for the arnual assessment of town and city taxes there-
in, respectively, also assess a tax of 1.00, or so much
thereof as with other taxes shall amount to §1.00, against
every person, male or femele, in said town or city of' the
age of 21 ycars or cver, whcther or not a citizen of the
United States, who has had residence in said town or city
for 6 months next preceding such asscssment. (BiLes 1922,
Ch. 2201)

It will be noted that the law here specifically asscsses a poll tax agalnst the
very persons about whom certain indivicuals are so solicitous - the poorer ones -
because it definitely provides that unless a tax of ,1.00 or mors 1s asscsscd as

a property tax then the poll tax must apply.

Note also the provision for a "head tax", The southern stutes have not been
charged with that, so far.

A letter from the Deputy Sceretary of State, NEJ HanPSHINE, dated March 1, 1%40,
statest

mmile we do have a poll tax rute of two dollars we do not
find that the statute specifically states that it is a pre-
requisite to voting, although it is when it comes to
obtaining a hunting or fishing license, or an automobile
license," -

Well, they scem to get them, Even our poorer classes manage to reguire an auto-
mobile license, Hore of them want auto licenses than want to vote.

o mme

4 letter from Hon, H. C. Lodge, Jr., Scnator from LZASSASHUSZITS, dated Feb. 27,
194G, says:

"Under Massachusctts law, every male citizen is supposed to
pay a poll tax of (2. per year, and it is necessary to show
that such = tox has beon assessed in order to be eligivle

g purposes.”

to register for votin

It will »e noted that Lir. Lodge sald that o
poll tax must also be PaID is indicated in a lo
which the following is guotud:

a poll tax must be 4858553D. That the
ttor deted larch 31, 1941, from

"However, as of March 28, 1941, I have in person talen steps
to recstablish my residence at . o . . . . . Somerville,
Middlesex County, Massachusetts. After payment of poll tax
and registration after June 15, 1941 I shell again be entered
on the list of ocna fide residents and cligible voturs im the
Statc of Hassachuscbis.!

This person was establishing residence for Civil Service purposes.

There you arc Folksl
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