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IMMEDIATI RELEASE fagust 49, 19361
FEGM THE OFFICE CF ¢ ST ENNI
WASHINGTON, D, €, Senator John Siennis told the Senate today ihe
Civil Rights Commigsion "is unnecessary, unwise and has contributed nathing to the

solution of the problem it wag Created to study.
Surving ag the lead-of! team captain of thres forces of Southern Senators
opposing extension of the Tivil Rights Comamission, Hennis told the Sevat=, "1t
% extremely unwise and a bad prvcvdanf wdewed for the Senate to adopt the pracizca

of enacting substantive lepisistion ag an amendinent o an appropriation biil
i
The civil ripht Fight broke owt anew today after Majority Leader Mansheld

and Minority leadey Dirksen offsred 2 joint motwon to suspend Senate rules in arder

g
Py

o attach the legisiative rider oo civil vlzhts to av appropriation bill making maoney
avarlable fo run the Departnent of Justice for anuther year,

e Civii Righta Commisgion is scheduled to cease to operate after Nuvembos
of 1his year, but the appropriation bill carrics within it an item for $309, 5098 o
run the Commigsgion until November,

"1 am opposed ta the extension of the life of the Civil Rights Commission
fpr two veard or for any other time, "' Stermis said. | am opposed Lo it whather the
legislation ig offered ae an smendment to this appropristion bill or whether o 12
offered as 2 separate LIl *

Stennis, & veteran of 1[4 years in the Senate, said the proposal to attach
legiglation to an appropriation Hill 'ie in direct conflicl with the rules of the Senate,”
The time-bonored rules of the Senate were not adopted to be wo lightly ignored,

Sté'mxiﬁ pointed ot that a Subcommittes of the Appropriations Comunrttec, of

which he ig 4 ranking member conducted hearings that lasted 15 Jdaye and consumed
1, 200 pages ol witnese testimony regarding the money needs of the Departmonts of
State, Justiee and the Federal Judictary, all of which are included in the big
746 milliop dollar appropriation bill,
The Subgommiites did not hear one witness nor one ward of testimony

supportiag the f,nn&mudfi.om of the 1ie of the Civil Righls Commisrsion beyond Novembar,



The record (e silent vn thet poiat
Stenais weni further to pay, "“Por the Senste to ast in this manuer and
approve a legislative ridev o an appropiisiion hill, there i 2 deiinite sad
unjustified encroachmeant on the jurisdiction of the Sevate Judiciary Commitics
Y s & sltuation which ail com:oittecs shoul! deplore, and 1 arge tn

the strougest possible way that the Senste defoat this meve and yressrve the

oxderly procedures prescribed by the Senste rides o

73

enniy said Senators who ave ~smbere of the Appropriabions Commitier
will reseut the action of the Senate’ if i should adapt the ciwil g_g_gi-,_;l}@gigi@g_gg&_ wehdel:
wa s oot reporied as pert of the commiticr reconimendations ann the oripins! movey
will,

"I am deeply disappoisted that e Senars did not slar the door on guch
efforts and forever put to rest this violation of Senate rules and procedares.

Finally, Swennis s21d, "1 urge the Senafe to defeat thiz move to susnend
the rules. The Cougress created the Civil Riphts Comrissian as a tempora sy
agency with a bimited life of two years, That 1ife was sxtended to four years,

"There hag been 5o compelling redson shovwn to rontinue this Bpeney,
which was unworthy of ereation at all and the Sonate ghoold Vet it die e natural

death, ¥
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