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JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS., CHAIRMAN

RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA. MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE
STUART SYMINGTON, MO, STROM THURMOND, S.C.
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THOMAS J. MCINTYRE, N.H. RICHARD S, SCHWEIKER, PA.
HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA. COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
T. EDWARD BRASWELL, JR., CHIEF OF STAFF WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

CHARLES B. KIRBOW, CHIEF CLERK

Mamh 10, 1969

My,
Route 2.
Starkville, Mississippi 39759

pear R
This will acknowledge your very fine letter which I have wead

with the deepest interest. I share your concern about the harsh
actions token by the federal government against oux schools.

There has not been any matter which has come up in the Senate,
the Courts or elsewhere, which has troubled me more., Even after
the 1954 Supreme Court decision, we were able to defeat, for tem
years, Congressional action by the use of extended debate in the
Senate, but finally they were able to obtain the two-thixds vote
necessary to cut offf debate and passed the Civil Rights Bill which
{ncluded the provision for desegregating our public schools., Out
of one hundred votes in the Senate, when the final showdown came
we received only nineteen votes, which represented the votes of
Senators from our deep South states.

At the time the legislation was enacted, however, we were able to
include 2 provision that desegregation did not mean the assignment
of students to schools in ovder "to overcome raclal imbalance".
We felt that this affovded our schools some protectiom but, of
course, we opposed the entire bill from start to fimish. Unforte
unately, the Department of Health, Education and Welfage took the
position that their guidelines were in accordance with Constitu-
tional vequirements as anmounced By the Supreme Court in 1954 and
ot to overcome vacial iubalamee. Of course, this is a very thin
and one which we disagree with wholeheartedly, but the Courts

1 took this matter up repeatediy with President Johnson and am take
ing it up with Pyesident Nixon. PFrankly, we are keenly disappointed
that the new administration has not taken any move favorable attitude.
We had been led to believe that President Nixon would take a more
realistic sttitude ond would glve us some rvelief from the harsh and
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