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The White House
Dear Mr. President:

I urgently vequest that you personally intervene and take steps
to protect our public schools and colleges from the harsh and un-
reasonable demands of the Department of Health, Education and
Welfare., I fimmly believe that unless prompt and effective action
is taken, our schools are in great danger of being destroyed or
damaged beyond repair.

Of course, I refer to the actiom being token and threatened daily
by officials in the Compliance Division of the Office of Education,
as well as other officlals having to do with so-called Civil Rights
compliance requirements imposed upon our local schools and colleges
pursuant to the "guldelines" promulgated under Title 6 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. I have been impressed with the statements made
thus far by Secwetary FPinch and especially the statements made by
him during the interview published in the March 10, 1969 edition of
U, 5, News and World Report. I have discussed this generally with
Secvetary Finch by telephone and I look forward to an opportunity
to go into the matter with him further. ¥ understand that the
"guldelines" ave under review and perhaps will be revised.

However, the trouble is that while the present guidelines are belng
reviewed and studies are being made, agents and officials of the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare appointed under the
previous Adninistration and acting under “guidelines" promulgated
by the previous Aduinistration, which ave still in effect, are calle
ing on our school districts to meet unreasonable snd impossible
demands, threatening to cut off federal funds, imposing hawvsh dead-
lines and making recommendations to the Justice Department regarding
Court actions., Unfortunately, these officials seem to have little
or no interest in the education of our children, or the preservation
of our schools. Their apparent sole consideration is total and
imnediate integration, even if the schools are totally deatroyed in
the process.
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v, Pregident, I think that the people all over the country are
concerned sbout the future of public education and the over-
Lnvolvenent of Civil Rights enforcement officlals in the day-to~
day operation of our schools. I was encouraged by your oun cleax-
cut statesent which you made last Pall in MNorth Cavolina and, in
my opindon, citizens throughout the Nation expressed themselves
inmmmmmm.ﬂmwﬂdsmw&m.
well as others, they wanted a change. Inw&nlm
in the guidelines and the genewal policy in such matters will be
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financial and otherwise, ummmnuuawm
ities back school uﬁicialnaﬂsdmlbmdmmhanmm
the way. These local school officiale have gone to great lengths,
at considerable pgroonal sacrifice, to meet the various
mmﬂmwmm-imummm 1964,
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Certainly considerable progress has been made because of
imsaflmlsdwelb:gdsmmleﬂm:o
sponsibility and to tale mmwmmm
at the local level, in a mammer vheme local support for the schools
muumm. However, constant arbitrary and capricious
harassment, insistence upon imposaible percentages, and demands
that certain schools be closed, serves to undermine the very loeal
officlals who have Been willing to tale the lead,
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this field by the Depaviment of Mealth, Education and Welfare until
your adninistration can veview the matter fully and until new and
reasonsble guidelings ave lssued move im keeping with the provisions
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The curvent guidelines go far be-
yond any such requivements and should be rescinded inmediately.

Respactfully,

Johm Stenmis
United States Senator
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