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-

I share your deep concern over the problems facing our
schools in Mississippi.

I am greatly disappointed that the recent revision in
the Guidelines did not go futther. Frankly, in view of my repeated
conferences with President Nixon, Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare Finch, and Attorney CGeneral Mitchell and others, I
had expected more of a modification.

Still we must continue to purjue every course available
to aleviate the present critical situatio Our public education
system is at stake. If integration is pressed too rapidly, as is
being done now, our public school system will ultimately be destroyed,
leading to the bbandonment én some areas of our State with tremendous
loss to both our white and black citizens.

1 do hope that the Civil Rights reformers who have dome
so much within HEW to bring about the present situation will be
replaced by dedicated educators and the application of the Guidelines,
but in the long-runll believe we will have to look to the courts
for more understanding of the problems of education, the application
of reasonable and workable Guidelines, and a better use of the dis-
eretion that is vested in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The latest
rulings of the Supreme Court and the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals
have gone far beyond anything required or contemplated by the
Consfitution or by the law emacted by Congress.

I will leave no stone unturned in an effort to bring about
a more practical approach to this problem. I am contimuing to work
for the appointment of practical, sensible men to f#ll the vacancies
on the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals and to try to impress on the
minds of the President and other officials here in Washington that
we need some immediate relief before our public education system is
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destroyed; but as for making a "deal” with the President on the

ABM and our schools, I feel it would be very irresponsible for

me as a Mississippian®iiiiigas 2 Senator to compromise the security

of our Nation (possibly leaving us vulnerable to Communist take-over,
which would put us in a position to have no schools to try to
preserve) by making a highly questionalle and only temporary “deal"
regarding our schools., I do not think that you or mmy Mississippian
want me to act in this unethical manner.

With best wishes and warm regards I am

Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator

Js/ht
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