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1 appreciate your recent letter regarding the problems
facing our schoole in Mississippi. I do hope that we will be
able to get together to discuss this when you are here in
Washington. As you know, I am always open for suggestioms as
to what I can do to further assist in this unfortunate situation.
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1 was greatly disappointed that ehe recent revision of the

Guidelines did not go further. Frankly, in view of my repeated
conferences with President Nixon, Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare Fincl, Attorney General Mitchell and others, I had
expected much more of a modification; but as you know in the
administration and here in Congress we who are interested in the

preservation of our public education system are simply outnumbered

by those who would let our schools bp destroyed in order to
promote their Civil Rights reforms.

In spite of the recent rulings of the Supreme Court and
the Fifth Circuit Sourt of Appeals which have gone far beyond
anything reguired or contemplated by thh Constitution or by the
lav enacted by the Congress, 1 believe that we will have to look
to these courts for more understanding of the problems of
education, appllcation of reasonable and workable guidelines,
and a better use of the discretion that is vested in them by the

@ivil Rights Act of 1984. I am continuing to work for the appoint-

ment of practical and sensible men to fill the vacancies on the
Pifth Circuit Court and to try to impress upon the minds of the
President and other officials here in Washington that we need
some immediate relief before our public education system is
destryed.
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1 am leaving no stone unturned in an offor; to bring
about a more practical approach to this problem. Your
suggestions and assistance will be most helpful to me. Looking

forward to seeing you, I am

Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator
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