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November 21, 1969

-

Jackson, Mississippi

vee D

of my staff has discussed with me the telephone
conversation which he had with you regarding the serious problems
facing our schools. TFrankly, there has not been a problem on
which T have worked harder or longer than the work I have done
trying to protect our publie schools since the 1954 Supreme
Court decision. Since that decision I have been one of those
taklng the lead year after year fighting the many battles that
have kept our schools largely on a sound basis until now.

I am leaving no stone unturned in my continued efforts to
bring about a more practical approach to this problem through
conferences with the President and other officials, legislationm,
attempts to get reasonable, sensible men appointed to the
Supreme Court and the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, and any
other course available to me,

I am strongly sponsoring and supporting in the Senate the
section of the HEW Appropriations Bill put in by Congressman
Whitten in the House to provide for freedom of choice by parents
in selection of schools which bheir children will attend. Also,

I have introduced an amendment to this bill that would prevent

the use of federal money to force integration in the South until
an equal effort is made in the North, I have just recently pa#inted
out on the Senate Floor and in committee hearings the shocking

fact that near total segregation exists in many schools in the

Nor th ™

Further, I am continuing to have conferences with President
Nixon, Attorney General Mitchell, Secretary of HEW Fineh, and
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others in an effort to get some relief before our public schools
are destroved. T was greatly disappointed by the Supreme Court's
latest harsh decision denying additional time in the Southern
distriet cases. T can assure you, though, that I am making every
effort to get some relief.

With warm good wishes, I am

Your friend,

John Stennis
Thmitdd States Senator

I8 /her
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