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The President

The White House
Dear Mr, President:

Ags you know, there is a plan to attempt a nationwide boycott of
products manufactured in Mississippi. I do not know the full extent
of this plan, but I do know that it is already having a very adverse
effect.

On February 2, 1965, the Wall Street Journal carried a news story,
copy of which is attached, pointing out that a number of local chapters
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People are
behind this movement. This news article gives-a number of examples pf
the cancellation of orders, or a change in plans in the placing of
orders, with Mississippi industrial plants.

I have discussed this situation with business leaders in various
places over the nation whom I personally know. This threat is real and
and in some ways the boycott has already had considerable impact. I
have found that it is a matter of serious concern to many members of
business fratermity, including & number of national merchandising chains
who buy their products in our State. Further, I personally know of
instances over the past few weeks where companies already operating in
Mississippi have abandoned or postponed plans already made for the
expansion of their plants, or the comstruction of additional branches
in other commnities. They have done this awaiting the outcome of

the boyeott.

It is obvious that once such a movement gains momentum as to one
State, it can easily spread to other States until large areas of the
country become affected. Consumers or industrialists in those States
might attempt retaliation with their own boycott, or by other means,
and matters can quickly get beyond control, seriously affecting our
national economy. These facts and the many possible dangers make the
problem of utmost natiomal importance, and I know that it is of the
utmost concern to you.

I think it is in the national interest that steps be taken to nip
this movement in the bud. Unless it is stopped in its entirety it may
spread until entire areas of the country are engulfed. I am sure that
you will have in mind some very effective measures which can be taken
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to stop this. As one possible solution I respectfully suggest the
following.

I know you will want to obtain all the facts available and then I
hope you will bring the matter up at a press conference and make one of
your forceful statements thereon, or otherwise issue an appropriate
statement., 1 hope you will want to peint out that you are against the
basic concept of such a boycott and that these matters are difficult to
control or to stop once put into motiom, and that all people are hurt
severely by them, including those the sponsors might intend to help.

1 respectfully call this to your attention with the hope that you
will have your staff obtain all the facts available for your further
consideration and actiomn. If there is any way I can be of assistance,
1 am certainly ready to devote whatever time may be necessary to the
problem.

Respectfully yours,
John Stennis
United States Senator

JS/ca
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