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Novembeyr 30, 1967

|

Berkeley, California tiLL LUL 8
Dear ININININGNG:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter in which you take
issue with my statements opposing the march on the Pentagon, I am
enclosing a copy of a speech I made on the Senate Floor prior to this
march which explains my position more fully,

With regard to your comment about Mississippi, having
lived there all my life I feel I can speak with full authority on the attitude
of Mississippians toward citizenship., Contrary to your impression, the
people of Mississippi are staunch in their support of the rights of all
people. I point out that all convictions in Mississippi courts have been
by Mississippi judges and Mississippi jurors.

I believe you are somewhat confused about what citizenship
really is, More than anything else, it is a privilege and one who enjoys
the privilege of citizenship in America is obligated under the rule of law
and morality to support America and its government. There is, of
course, a place for dissent. Dissent to the part of marching against
an established agency of the government so as to require 10, 000 troops
with bayonets to repel the attack and prevent damage to the headquarters
of our Armed Services is not within the bounds of dissent allowed by law
nor in keeping with decent conduct,

I regret that you do not agree with my thinking, but with all
deference I believe my position is more in harmony with American ideals
than are the motives and actions of those individuals whom you support
in their campaign to discredit the United States.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

John Stennis

United States Senator
Enclosure
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