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WASHINGTON OFFICE —

I

NOV i

Senator Stennis

JOHN STENNIB

Dear Sir:

The Constitution tegins with "We, the people..." which means
every 8Slngle individusl, not a group or class or race., I am but one
Southern indlividual who would like to express what many Southerner's
feel., I am not writing thie letter out of anger, nor do I wish to
cause any hard feelings or start any disrupency in school. I am
writing this to let you know thezt the people do care. Senstor Stenni
we appreclate what you have done for our state in the past, and we
realize that you are trying your best now to do what is right for
our state,.

As we all know Communistic inveelon has begun and slowly grown
in our country. The vecple a8 a whole are very aware of this fact.
We, the people can see our way of life 28 it changes, and we realize
that our freedom and democratic way of life is being slowly elimin-
ated.Democracy 1s a form of zovernment with the people's volce con-
sidered. The Supreme Court hae recently passed a ruling without the
people's voice, We, the people of the South in this cese, feel we've
been forced into a situation which only portrays choas and suffering.
This would surely seem to violate our Ireedcm and our pursuit of
happiness,

Our Misslissippi school system was, as I'm sure you know, one
of a Freedom of Choice, I feel, a& meny do, that this was quite fair
for both Negro and White students. Never before in the history of
our nation has man been forced to minzle with another class or reace,
Freedom, the key word in & natlon that 1s stronzest, & nation envied
by all other nations, If white studente had desired to go to a Negro
school they would have done so 1n the fall, Negro students who wish-
ed to attend 2 white school did so, and all seemed to be dolng re-
latively .well. However, due to the recent ruling for full and
immedlate de-segration in Mississippl, our school system will be
disrupted and possibly destroyed.

It has been said by several different sources that someday
the Communist will be able to take our country without lifting a
hand, because we will fall from within. It 18 quite evident that
this take-over has already begen in America. Both white and Negro
feel un-easy, un-safe, and worried due to the recent lack of unity
in U.S, affairs, Our country lacks the feeling of security end the
tie of unity it has go long strived on.

The people of the South can not understand why the Supreme
Court forces us to de-segregatée and does not enforce this in the
Noerth.To force intergration in America agaisn't the people's will
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December 8, 1969

Meriddian, Mississippi, 39301
Dear IR

This is a special word of thanks for your fine letter and
enclosed petitions regarding the public school situation in
Mississippi. Frankly there has not been a problem on which I
have worked harder or longer than the work I have done trying
to protect our public schools simece the 1954 Supreme Court decision.
Since that decision, I have been one of those taking the lead year
after year in fighting the many battles that have kept our schools
largely on a sound bagis until now.

I am leaving no stone unturned in my continued efforts ito bring
about a more practical approach to this problem through conferences
with the President and other officials, legislation, attempts to
get sensible men appointed to the Supreme Court and the Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals, and any other course available to me.

I am strongly supporting and sponsoring in the Senate the
section of the HEW Appropriation bill put in by Congressman Whitten
in the House to provide for freedom of choice by parents in the
selection of schools which their children will attend. Also, I
have introduced an amendment to this bill that would prevent the
use of federal money to force integration in the South until an
equal effort is made in the North. I have just recently pointed
out on the Senate Floor and in Committee hearings the shocking fact
that near total segregation exists in many schools in the North.

Further, I am continuing to have conferences with President
Nixon, Attorney General Mitchell, Secretary of HEW Finch and others
in an effort to get some relief before our publichschools are destroyed.
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I was greatly disappointed in the Supreme Court's decision denying
additional time in the Southern District cases.

Agein my thanks for your intersst and support in this most
serious gituation. I wamk to assure you that I am doing every
thing T ecan to relieve this present crisis.

With warm good wishes, I am

Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator

J3/her
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