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T. EDWARD BRASWELL, JR., CHIEF OF STAFF WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

February 13, 1970

P. 0. Box 2303
West Point, Mississippi, 39773

Dear IIIIII:

Thie will agknowledge and thank you for your most welcome
letter regarding the tragic school situation confronting our
State. T have and am continuing to sponsor and support legislation
and to use every other path available to me to preserve the neigh-
borhood school and to keep them for the primary purpose, the
edugation of all our children. The Courts and HEW have not been
coneerned about the education of our children but have pushed aside
the best interest of our children, both black and white, to further
their own personal social philogsophies. Their action in pursuing
their soeial goals have disregarded the Constitution and the law.

No parent of any race wants his children boxed up and crated
twenty miles across the city or county not to achieve better
education but to achieve so-called "racial balance." The parents
are not going to permit it.

The preservation of the neighborhood schools is what T am
fighting for. I have two amendments before the Senate now on
the matter. The first provides for freedom of choice in most
cages and prohibits busing for the purpose of creating a racial
balance. This amendment is patterned after a law passed by the
Btate of New York last year and signed by Covernor Rockefeller,
Certainly if freedom of choice is legal in New York, it should
also be legal in Mississippi and throughout the South.

The other amendment would make it the poliey of the United
States that guidelines and eriteria egtablished under the Civil
Rights Act and the Elementary and Secondary Education amendments
shall be applied uniformly in all regions of the country in dealing
with conditions of segregation by race in the schools without regard
to the origin and cause of such segregation.

Again my thanks for your letter, and with best wishes, I am
Your friend,

John Stennis
United States Senator
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