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JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS., CHAIRMAN
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HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA.

MARGARET CHASE SMITH, MAINE
STROM THURMOND, S.C.
JOHN G. TOWER, TEX.
PETER H. DOMINICK, COLO.
GEORGE MURPHY, CALIF. .
EDWARD W. BROOKE, MASS,
EeRanc w. mecens, vk Vlnited Dlates Denafe
RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER, PA.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

T. EDWARD BRASWELL, JR., CHIEF OF STAFF WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

April 13, 1970

Meridian, Mississippi

vee: I

This is a special word to thank you for letting me
know your ideas.

While the weakening of my amendment in its final form
was a disappointment, it was only a temporary setback and a
minor one compared with the overall gains. The exposure over
a period of time of the true facts about the extent of
segregation in the North has focused national attention on
the problems in the South. The entire nation is now aware
that the South is being treated unfairly and thatithe people
of the South have been subjected to unreasonable demands and
severe pressure while the North has gone entirely free although
segregation in the northern and western areas is m.ch greater
than in the South. Also, the public exposure has changed the
attitudes of many here in Washington. For the first time, the
President of the United States has recognized in a statement of
national policy that there are inequities in enforcement that
should be corrected. Further, we have gained the support of
many Senators from outside the South, including Semator Ribicoff
of Connecticut, a liberal, a former Secretary of HEW and a former
@overnor of his State.

I completely agree with your ideas aboutkthe ratification
of the “Genocide Convention. While the idea of genocide is
abhorant to everyonme in the civilized world, ritifica=ion of
this conventior would leave the way open to external intervention
inte the incernal affairs of our country and is therefore a
questionable constitutionality. On that basis you may be assured
that I will vigorously oppose this measure as it comes to the
Senate Floor.

Sincerely yours,

John Stennis
United States Senator
JS:gp
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