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all Whig papers of small circulation and no excess of news.
They kept a few galleys of magazine material for fillers,
and with this, the news, and editorials they managed to fill
about six columns a day in one fashion or another. But
usually the arrival of the Honorable Abraham Lincoln to
attend court was good for a few lines in one or more of
the Whig papers. Doubtless there are some such mentions
which I have overlooked, and some of the files are
incomplete.

But there were also unrecorded visits. Probably
Lincoln visited Chicago on his way to or from Milwaukee,
where he spoke at the State Fair, September 30, 1859.
I have heard of a number of visits which as yet are not
sufficiently fixed as to time and circumstance to find a
place in this article. I am making no pretense of a com-
plete list of Lincoln’s visits to Chicago, but am making a
contribution toward such a list.

At one time it did not seem impossible that Lincoln
should have been a resident of Chicago. When he returned
from his one term in Congress, and failed to secure appoint-
ment as General Land Commissioner of the United States,
he seriously considered removing from Springfield to Chi-
cago, where he had opportunity to form a partnership with
Honorable Grant Goodrich.”™ Mr. Lincoln was not oblivious
to the advantages which such an association and residence
might have conferred; but he thought himself predisposed
to consumption, and believed that the outdoor life of the
circuit was better for him than the confinement of an
office; moreover, he enjoyed the free companionship of the
down-state work, so he continued to reside in Springfield.

1= Mr. Horace A. Goodrich, son of Grant Goodrich, and Mr. Edward J. White-
head, who was a student in Judge Goodrich’s office, have told me interesting
details of Lincoln’s association with Honorable Grant Goodrich, who was a noted
member of the Chicago bar, and a leader in philanthropic and religious work.
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Mrs. Lincoln with her two remaining sons, Robert T.
and Tad, removed to Chicago after the President’s death
and occupied a house which stands today on west Washing-
ton Street.

14. The funeral journey through Chicago, May 1 and 2,
1865.—Abraham Lincoln was assassinated on Friday night,
April 14, 1865, and died on the following morning. His
funeral was held from the White House at noon on Wednes-
day, April 19. The body was borne back to Illinois by
way of Baltimore, Harrisburg, Philadelphia, New York,
Albany, Buffalo, Cleveland, Columbus, Indianapolis, and
Chicago. The funeral train left Indianapolis at midnight
on Sunday night, April 30, reached Chicago at eleven o’clock
on Monday, May 1, and remained here until 8 o’clock
Tuesday evening, May 2. The remains lay in state in the
old courthouse and were viewed by multitudes of his old
friends. The burial service was at Oak Ridge, in Spring-
field, on Thursday, May 4. Minute guns were fired, and
church bells tolled, as the body of Lincoln was borne from
the train to the courthouse in Chicago. A solemn arch,
fifty-one feet in span, forty feet high, and sixteen feet in
depth, had been erected for the catafalque to pass under.
The motto was displayed, ‘“Illinois clasps to her bosom
her slain but glorified son.” Strong men wept, and the
memory of that event still brings a throb to the hearts
of those who remember the day when Chicago said its
last farewell to all that was mortal of Abraham Lincoln.

CHICAGO’S INFLUENCE NOT LIMITED TO LINCOLN’S VISITS

But the influence of Chicago upon the career of Lincoln
is not to be measured by the number of his visits to this
city. Even if he had never personally come to Chicago,
the influence of this growing town upon his fame and char-
acter must have been marked. Perhaps we shall not be
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