Mississippi State University
Scholars Junction

Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of

Pamphlets Lincolniana

1926

Abraham Lincoln and New Salem : an address before the
Mississippi Valley Historical Association and the lllinois State
Historical Society on their joint pilgrimage to New Salem, May 8,
1926

William Eleazar Barton

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/fvw-pamphlets

Preferred Citation

E457.8 .B321 1926: Abraham Lincoln and New Salem : an address before the Mississippi Valley Historical
Association and the lllinois State Historical Society on their joint pilgrimage to New Salem, May 8, 1926,
Claude E. Simmonds Pamphlet Collection, Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of Lincolniana,
Mississippi State University Libraries.

This Pamphlet is brought to you for free and open access by the Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of
Lincolniana at Scholars Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Pamphlets by an authorized administrator of
Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@messtate.libanswers.com.


















4

“Lo, all their pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre.”

New Salem has no monopoly of departed glory. Nor is New
Salem the only city that, having vanished, has been restored.
Pompeii and Herculaneum, for purposes of archeology and of
historical investigation, are unearthed, the one from its smother-
ing shower of cinders and the other from its lake of rigid lava;
and other towns, more noted in their day, in ancient Egypt and
far-off Mesopotamia, are exhumed and bared again to the sun-
shine. But they are but tombs. Famous as were some of the
men who trod their streets, no one among them all has had
power to do what Lincoln’s memory has done for New Salem.

The little old town of New Salem had lived its brief moment
of history and was deserted. Its last log cabin had crumbled or
been removed. No stone stood upon other stone above ground to
mark the site of one of its dwelling-places. From having been a
habitation of men it was given over to the wild life of the prairie.
For three quarters of a century it remained desolate and without
inhabitants. Now it rises from oblivion, and, with the more
important of its buildings restored, and the site beautified, it
presents to our vision a semblance of its living self.

Many monuments have been erected to Lincoln’s memory
but none like this. There are mural tablets marking most of
the more important events in his career. The log house where
he was born and the lodging-house where he died are both the
property of the national government, and are made yet more
significant by the reverent skill of the architect. A Greek tem-
ple in granite enshrines the humble logs of the cabin where he
first saw light, and the noblest marble memorial upon this con-
tinent stands in the national capital, looking across a reflecting
pool at a towering shaft erected to the memory of George Wash-
ington. Busts and statues of Lincoln in bronze or durable stone
stand in many cities in this land of ours, and not a few have been
erected abroad. Few men in modern history have so many
monuments. But among them all there is none like this.

Not only is this restored village unique among memorials of
Abraham Lincoln, but so far as I have knowledge it occunies a
place of its own among the monuments of the world. Shafts
and columns and portrait statues in rather monotonous profu-
sion litter the parks and boulevards of our cities, and few of
them have any distinctive character or recall names which the
world will long remember, but so far as I am aware there is no
other instance in which a town that had once been inhabited and
was then deserted has come into being again, not for purposes of
residence or of commerce, but because of the sojourn within its
gates of one particular man.

What was New Salem in the time of its building?

It was not originally a shrine or montment; it was a typical
prairie town, and it perished.

One remembers the pathos of Oliver Goldsmith in that best



